

































































































































































123

disappeared. Before the book was finished he entered the Catholic Church.
On October 9, 1845, he was accepted into the Church in the small com-
munity of Littlemore by Father Dominic, a passionist.

Newman’s conversion caused a shock that unsettled the Anglican
Church to its very foundations. During the following months around three
thousand Anglicans went over to Rome, for the greater part well instructed
men. Nothing of the kind had happened since the Reformation. The
example of Newman has its effect until the present time. The condition
of religious convictions is entirely changed. Before 1845 a normal English-
man had no idea that Christian revelation could be found in all its purity
and integrity in the historic Church.

For the English, one point only stood fast and clear: Rome was the
Anti-Christ, the city of lying and perversion; the produce and refuge of
false gods and superstitions, a mixture of pagan customs and Christian ex-
terior rites. At present even the greatest and most distinguished of its
members had in an honorable way examined his conscience, had weighed
his principles and doctrines. Through meditation and studies, joined with
humble prayer, the Anglican principles fell down.

No matter how terrible it was, he would give up everything, his honor
and name, his family and friends, to join the Church of centuries. Each
page of his “Apology”” shows how painful it had been for Newman to con-
fess and refute his Church, his people, his friends. By nature he was con-
servative, full of respect for what existed.

“By revising and examining my papers and letters,” he writes a short
time after his conversion, “I felt a great sorrow and I sighed from grief
as it never happened before my reception into the Church. My mother
is dead, my sisters has no more relations with me, and 1s as a foreigner to
me, my near friends have been taken away by death, who would now stand
by my side? Other friends don’t join me anymore, some look upon my
conversion with horror. The friends I yet have are those of twelve vears
ago. Things which to me seem to have happened vesterday, are for them
like dreams of a sorrowful past. Nevertheless I feel very happy, and I can
say with St. Paul: ‘I possess everything in abundance. Above that I pos-
sess with them, what I could never share with others where I formerly was’.
I have a catholic conversion, Catholic aims.” According to a text of the
Bible, which later the Oratorian and Cardinal Newman quoted with pre-
dilection: “Instead of the ancients which he had lost, now children were
born to him.” “Pro patribus tuis nati sunt tibi filii.” While sigh-
ing and weeping during the difficult period of his conversion, because of
the misjudgment he suffered for years, his rich nature was polished to a
diamond clearness. From his tender feeling and compassionate heart is
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grown this unforgettable testimony, which is found in his many masterpicces
published after his conversion.

In this history of the conversion of Cardinal Newman it appears how
. we Catholics, being grateful for what we received by being called to the
Catholic Church, should pray for love and have compassion on them who
do not belong to the Catholic Church. We may read the words of Pope
Paul VI to the two delegates of the Patriarch Athenagoras on Monday,
February 13, 1965.

When asked after his conversion what he found in the Roman Cath-
olic Church, Cardinal Newman would have answered with John Lo Stou-
dard: “When I am asked what I have found within the Catholic Church
superior to all what Protestantism gave me, I find that language is inade-
quate to express it.... I feel that this One, Holy, Apostolic Church has
given me certainty for doubt, order for confusion, sunlight for darkness, and
substance for shadow”. (Rebuilding a Lost. Faith).

GEORGE VROMANT, C.I.C.M.
San Carlos Seminary



PASTORAL SECTION

HOMILETICS

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT (March 6)

“Jesus taketh unto Him Peter and James, and John his brother, and
bringeth them up into a high mountain apart. And He was transfigured
before them. And His face did shine as the sun, and His garments
became white as snow. And behold there appeared to them Moses and
Elias, talking. with Him. And Peter answering said to Jesus, Lord, it is
good for us to be here; if Thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles,
one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias. And as he was
vet speaking, behold a bright cloud overshadowed them. And lo, a
voice but out of the cloud saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased; hear ye Him. And the disciples hearing, fell upon their
face and were very much afraid. And Jesus came and touched them,
and said to them, Arise, and fear not; and they, lifting up their eyes,
saw no one, but only Jesus.” (St. Matt. 17:1-8)

Brethren, picture vividly in your imagination the Lord’s transfigura-
tion. Every detail of this event is given to us. It is a picture rather
than a history. Contemplate this awe-inspiring change, and consider
one by one the persons, their words and their actions. In considering
the persons, the words and actions in this picture, your devotion will no
doubt be enkindled when you kneel in prayer, when you come to Church
for religious services, and especially when with the priest you offe1 the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

It was just eight days when Jesus foretold His passion and death
to His Apostles. Their Master forewarned them also of the future that
awaits them. Christ’s followers must be prepared to forsake all things,
even life itself, for His sake and the Gospel. These words of Jesus had
saddened the disciples, and therefore awakened doubts that might weaken
their faith. To cure this, our Lord chose to give them at once a striking
proof of His divinity, and a foretaste of the happiness prepared for them
in heaven. This is the reason why His transfiguration took place.

e ioa "
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Dear brethren, when God allows sad memories and disheartening
prospects to throw us into desolation, doubt or despair, He immediately
takes care to put an end to it by sending a ray of celestial glory before
our very own eyes, thus banishing completely the anguish that oppresses
us. Then our hearts are filled with the sweetest confidence and joy.
From Christ’s transfiguration which was just a very eloquent proof of
God’s mode of treating His predilect ones, let us endeavor to maintain
always our peace of mind; let us keep perfect control over ourselves
even when we are beset with so many difficulties and vicissitudes of
life.

THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT (March 13)
“On Baptism”

The ancient Semites believed that all sickness was caused by the
devil. They thought this to be true, particularly if the malady affects
the very person of the subject concerned. Rationalists when they look at
today’s Gospel story, say that Christ was subject to such superstitions.
Christ’s followers say, “no”, for he was just using the common language of
the day. We agree on the fact that man can be possessed by the devil.
Theologically speaking, it is not wrong to say that all human ills can be
attributed in the final analysis to the agency of Satan, especially afte:
the fall of man.

The enemies of Christ claimed that He performed the exorcism by
the power of Beelzebub. The Canaanites of old at Accaron worshipped a
god called Beelzebub, the “lord of princes”. Israelites “lord of flies”. It is
this charge of blasphemy that the enemies bring now against Christ.

Christ offers them three arguments to show the impossibility of their
position. First of all, He says that it is impossible for Satan to fight
against Satan and hope to succeed. Internal strife never brought forth
constancy to a kingdom. Secondly, Jesus says, “Your children, your dis-
ciples also practice exorcism. By what power do they do it? Is it the
same power I use?” To this query they cannot answer Him. The third
argument proceeds from Christ’s pillaging the kingdom of Satan. Why
should He do this? Because He is stronger than Satan. It is not that
Satan is weak, but that Christ is really stronger — just as the robber
is stronger than the vigilant householder. These are the arguments by
which He refutes His enemies, to prove that it is not by the power of
Beelzebub that He casts out the kingdom of Satan.

Dear brethren, the day before you and I were baptized, like the
poor man in today’s Gospel, we were possessed in a sense by the demon.
We were under the kingdom of Satan. The Church came to us, yes, to
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the soul that was dead in sin, and gave it the life of Christ. We were like
men born blind, and the Church gave us light. We were deaf, and the
Church made us to hear. The priest put a sign of the cross on our ears
and said, “Ephpheta — be thou opened”, to hear and understand the word
of God. Thus, fortified by the Sacrament of Baptism, we set foot on the
Christian way to salvation.

Even after our Baptism there was always the danger that we would

~ lose the gift because this demon who was driven out kept saying to

himself, “I will return to that soul,” just as it is described in the
Gospel.

But, dearly beloved in Christ, we have no reason to be afraid, for
on the day that we were baptized the Church vested us with a white
garment, a clothing of armor in order to protect us against the poisonous
darts of the enemy. She placed in our hands a lighted candle, saying:

| “Bear this flame until you reach the judgment seat of God.” For it is

the flame of faith that will light our way to eternal salvation. Keep

. that spotless garment on and do not lose it. St. Paul after baptizing

some of his Ephesians, said to them: “You were once in darkness but

- now you are light in the Lord. Walk then as children of the light for the

fruit of the light is in all goodness, justice and truth.” (Eph. 5:9-10)

Through the Sacrament of Baptism you have been allowed to enter
the House of God, and the Lord in turn entered the house of your soul.
When today, brethren, during Mass the priest salutes and says: “The

~ Lord be with you”, answer him this way, “My eyes are ever toward the

Lord”, for blessed are you who dwell in the House of God.

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT (March 20)

Oceasion of the Miracle

Jesus led His Apostles to a desert place upon returning from their

- mission. Soon it was besieged by a multitude of people. “Christ had

compassion on them, and from a rising ground, where He stood with the
twelve, He spoke of the kingdom of God.” Time passed so quickly, the
day declined and the crowd still remained all ears to the Divine Master.
Then the Apostles said to Him, “This is a desert place, and the hour
is now past: send away the multitudes, that going into the towns they
may buy themselves victuals. But Jesus saith to them, They have no
need to go; give you them to eat,” (St. Matt. 14:15, 16). These words
of Christ were more than revealing, that in spite of their want of

- faith, He was going to work out a miracle.



128

Dear brethren, from this striking example of those good
Israelites, let us seek, according to the Lord’s precept, “the kingdom of
God and His justice” before all other things. Have we not in the past
been more occupied with our bodily wants, our health and our comforts,
than with the means of glorifying God, and of advancing in virtue and
holiness. So “seek ye first the kingdom of God and His justice,” and all
those things necessary for existence will be granted you. Didn’t the
Good Lord promise it, and still confirmed His words with miracles?

Greatness of the Miracle

“Jesus said to Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may
eat? And this He said to try him: for He Himself knew what He
would do. Philip answered Him, Two hundred penny-worth of bread is
not sufficient for them, that every one may take a little. One of His
disciples, Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, saith to Him, There is a
boy here that hath five barley loaves, and two fishes: but what are
these among so many? Then Jesus said, Make the men sit down...
The men therefore sat down, in number about five thousand. And Jesus
took the loaves; and when He had given thanks, He distributed to them
that were set down: in like manner also of the fishes, as much as they
would. And when they were filled,... they gathered up therefore, and
filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves,” (St.
John 6:5-13).

In the presence of such a miracle, five thousand persons fed and sa-
tisfied with five loaves and two fishes, don’t you at times happen to
exclaim: “Would that I could have witnessed it!” But St. Austin says
that you witness a similar one when you see that from some seeds sown
in the ground every year God feeds millions of men.

Dear brethren, before taking your meals, like Jesus Christ, pause for a
while and raise your eyes and thoughts toward Him, the Giver of all
gifts, and beg of Him to bless the food you are about to partake: “Bless
us, O Lord, and these Thy gifts which we are about to receive from /Thy
bounty. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.” Then after meals, forget
not to give thanks to God: “We give Thee thanks, Almighty God, for all
Thy benefits, Who livest and reignest, world without end. Amen.”

Effects of the Miracle °

They were instantaneous, for all the people cried out: “This is of a
truth the Prophet that is to come into the world!” (St. John 6:15).
Strengthened in their faith, their love and devotion for our Lord increased.
They wanted to “take Him by force and make a king;” but “Jesus fled
again into the mountain Himself alone,” (St. John 6:15),
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Brethren, when you visit Jesus Christ present in the Blessed Sacrament
of the altar, and most especially when you receive Him in Holy Com-
munion, of which the multiplication of the loaves was a type, imitate
those pious Israelites, and reawaken in your hearts sentiments of love,
faith, devotion and gratitude, that Jesus loved so much to see in you.

PASSION SUNDAY (March 27)

The Spirit of Contradietion Shown by the Pharisees

Before our Gospel story started, the Divine Lord made clear to the
crowd of the Jews that He was indeed the Light of the world: “I am
the Light of the world,” (St. John 8, 12). Christ had hardly uttered
these solemn words, when the Pharisees interrupted Him, saying: “Thou
givest testimony of Thyself: Thy testimony is not true. Jesus answered
and said to them, Although I give testimony of Myself, My testimony is
true, because I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. And
in your law it is written, that the testimony of two men is true. They
said therefore to Him, Where is Thy Father? Jesus answered, If you did
know Me, perhaps you would know My Father also.”” Then turning to
those who believed in Him, He said, “If you continue in My word,
you shall be My disciples indeed; and you shall know the truth, and truth
shall make you free.” The Pharisees cried, “We are the seed of Abraham,
and we have never been slaves to any man. How sayest Thou, You shall
be free? Jesus answered them, Amen, amen, I say unto you, that who-
soever committeth sin is the servant of sin,” (St. John 8:13, 14, 16, 17,
19, 31-34).

These frequent and impertinent interruptions prove that the Pharisees
could not admit the superiority of Jesus Christ over them in knowledge,
holiness and authority. Their pride was hurt, and so envy and the spirit
of contradiction crept into their hearts.

Brethren, do we not sometimes harbor the same spirit in ourselves, and
in many respects against our superiors, before whom we should be humble
and silent? Let us beg of God the grace to guard ourselves against this
evil spirit which not infrequently blinds us in dealing with those who
have charge over us.

Calmness and Gentleness of Jesus

Then continued Jesus: ‘If you be the children of Abraham, do the
works of Abraham. But now you seek to kill Me, a man who have spoken
the truth to you. You are of your father the devil, and the desires of
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your father you will do: he was a murderer from the beginning, and he
stood not in the truth, because truth is not in him. But if I say the
truth, you believe Me not. Which of you shall convince Me of sin? He
that is of God heareth the words of God. The Jews therefore answered
and saith to Him, Do not we say well that Thou art a Samaritan, and
hast a devil? Jesus answered, I have not a devil, but I honor My Father.
Amen, amen, I say unto you, If any man keep My word, he shall not see
death forever. The Jews therefore said, Now we know that Thou hast a
devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If any man
keep My word, he shall not taste death forever. Whom dost Thou make
Thyself?” (St. John 8:39, 40, 44-49, 51-53).

Mark the imperturbable calmness and gentleness of the Master, and t1y
your best to imitate it. If at times it would be difficult to do so in many
things, do not give way to despair. For with perseverance and prayer,
all things are possible.

Dreadful Consequence of the Spirit of Contradiction

To the question of the Pharisees, “Whom dost Thou make Thyself?”
Jesus replied at once, by declaring that He was the Eternal Son of God.
“If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing; it is My Father that glorifieth
Me. Abraham your father rejoiced that he might see My day: he saw it,
and was glad? The Jews therefore said to Him, Thou art not yet fifty
years old, and hast Thou seen Abraham? Jesus said to them, Amen,
amen, I say to you, Before Abraham was made, I am,” (St. John 8:54,
56-58). The words of the Lord are clear and easy to understand. He
proclaims Himself to be what in fact He was, the equal of God. They
considered Him as a sacrilegious blasphemer, and “took stones to cast at
Him; but Jesus hid Himself, and went out of the Temple,” (St. John
8:59).

Dear brethren, in order that you may very well understand this
spirit of contradiction, which is the offspring of pride, and all the horror
it deserves, see to what it led even those who were the so-called wise
men and doctors of the law in Israel: to spiritual blindness and obstinacy.
For they neither saw nor wanted to see in Jesus them evident tokens
that He was the Messiah. Hardness of impiety and final impenitence
are the dreadful consequences of the spirit of contradiction. Let us resolve
to avoid by all means this Pharisaical spirit, striving at the same time
to implant in ourselves the true and real spirit of Christ, contained in
His own words: “Learn of Me because I am meek and humble of heart,”
(St. Matthew 11:29).

REvV. RoMEO R. DimaaNo, S.T.D.



CASES AND QUERIES

A SIGNIFICANT “OMISSION”

You probably know that the Catholic Biblical and
Theological Association of the Philippines held its annual
meeting for 1965 om December 29-30, at San Beda College,
in Mawnila. But probably you do not know that the Boletin
Eclesiastico was mentioned a few times in the General
Session of December 30—and, I might add, the three-
times-repeated-call on the Boletin was not to praise it ...!

The assigned speaker was talking about the progress
of Christian dogma and the changeability of dogmatic for-
mulas; to prove or confirm his thesis—which highly exalted
the wirtues of ‘ewistentialist theology’—, the .theologian
cited a few texts from the recent Papal Encyclical on the
Holy FEucharist “Mysterium Fidei”. From an FEnglish
translation of the said Emncyclical he read: “But the most
sacred task of theology is not the invention of new dog- -
matic formulae to replace old ones, but rather such a
defense and explanation of the formulae adopted by the
Councils as may demonstrate that divine revelation is the
source of the truths communicated through these expres-
sions.” After reading this paragraph. the speakey com-
mented: “This paragraph has been omitted in the Latin text
of the Encyclical of the Boletin Eclesidstico.”

The paragraph in question was theologically signifi-
cant; so when I arrived home I checked the Latin text of
“Mysterium Fidei” in your magazine. The speaker was
right: The Boletin Eclesiastico had omitted the aforemen-
tioned paragraph. It should be im page 836, just before
the paragraph beginning with the words ‘“Possunt qui-
dem...”

In connection with this, I should like to ask the Editor,

1.—Why did you omit that theologically significant
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paragraph of the Encyclical on the Holy Eucha-
rist?

2.—Wherefrom do you get the Latin texts of the
Ecclesiastical documents published in the Bole-
tin?

3 —Will you kindly give us, the readers of the
Boletin Eclesiastico, the Latin text of the pa-
ragraph omitted, so that we may know its real
wording and meaning?

I'm afraid that my inquiries do not fall under the types
of your serious magazine; mevertheless, I think that the
answer to these questions will be profitable for a large sector
of your readers—specially for me.

Gratefully and fraternally,

A Member of CBTA

~

Let us begin our answer by saying that the natural thing
for the Consultant to do would have been to address his query
~ to the speaker himself during the conference, He perhaps
would have produced the Latin text of the paragraph “omitted”
in the Boletin Eclesidstico.

Much as we would wish to give the Latin text of a paragraph
of such importance (it “was theologically significant”), we re-
- gret to say that the said paragraph is not found either in
L’Osservatore Romano nor in Acta Apostolicae Sedis, the only
Commentarium Officiale of the Holy See, where the Lafin text
of the Enc. Mysterium Fidei was published. (Vide L’Osserva-
tore Romano, 12 Sept. 1965, pag. 1, c. 5, and Acta Apostolicae
Sedis, v. LVII, 1965, pag. 758.)

Therefore, we choose to answer the questions of the Con-
sultant in the following order:

2. The Boletin Eclesiastico takes the Latin text of the
ecclesiastical documents from L’Osservatore Romano or from
Acta Apostolicae Sedis. In this particular case the text was
taken from the former,
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1. The paragraph referred to by the Consultant is not
found in L’Osservatore Romamo nor in Acta Apostolicae Sedis,
wherefrom the Boletin Eclesidstico takes the official documents.
Any attempt to insert the said paragraph in the Boletin Ecle-
sidstico would be tantamount to adulteration of the official Latin
text, which I think everybody will condemn. Hence, the same
paragraph may not be said to be “omitted” in the Boletin Ecle-
siuistico. The public statement on the matter made by the
speaker was most untimely and unfortunate. Before making a
categorical affirmation like this, he should have looked up the of-
ficial Latin text published in Acta Apostolicae Sedis, the Com-
mentarium Officiale of the Holy See, which evidently he didn’t.

3. We are, for the same reason, unable to give our readers.
the Latin text corresponding to the paragraph given in Englishk
by the Consultant as quoted from the speaker concerned. As far.
as we know, there is no such Latin text of the paragraph publish-
ed by the Holy See.

THE EDITOR



NEWS

LOCAL ;

Warm Welcome to the Council
Fathers. Pope Paul had ex-
pressed the desire that all Bishops
of the world who had attended the
four-year Vatican Council be accord-
ed the most fitting reception in
their respective dioceses on their re-
turn.

Philippine Bishops were accorded
the red carpet welcome from the
faithful in their own dioceses. Here
are a few reports we have received.

In spite of a slight drizzle, Ma-
nila Catholics turned out in great
enthusiasm to welcome the Cardinal,
first at the Plaza Roma in front
of the cathedral and then formally
in the religious rites in the cathe-
dral.

Msgr. Jose Jovellanos formally
welcomed the Cardinal in the name
of the faithful. Bishop Hernando Y.
Antiporda, auxiliary bishop of Ma-
nila, said a Low Mass after which
a Te Deum was sung.

Speaking on the message of the
Vatican Council. Cardinal Santos
said: “The Council has given the
Church an intimate understanding
of what She is and of what She
should do for you and for the
world ; and from this deep inner
awareness, She will draw new
capacities for expression, in Her

preaching, in Her apostolate, in Her
bearing witness, in Her suffering
and in Her goodness and in Her
sanctifying power.”

Archbishop Julio Rosales of Cebu
was received by a host of religious
and lay Catholic leaders, led by Cebu
mayor, Carlos J. Cuizon upon his
arrival at the Lahug airport. A
motorcade followed which led to the
city Cathedral, A liturgical recep-
tion in honor of the returning Pre-
late was celebrated, followed by 2
banquet in honer of all priests in
the city. Archbishop Julio Rosales
advised his parishioners on the
decree on the laity and asked for a
better cooperation ‘‘which God ex-
pects from you.”

In Tloilo City, Archbishop Jose
Ma. Cuenco, D.D. was extended 2
hero’s welecome by some 30,000
parishioners led by Auxiliary Bish-
op Juan Nilmar and the city mayor.
Reinerio Ticao. Cursillistas gave a
greeting of ‘‘De Colores” song
while the University of San Agustin
band rendered a festive salutation.
Not less than two hundred cars
participated in the motorcade which
led to the USA chapel. Rev. Msgr.
Ciceron Tumbocon officiated at the
liturgical reception.



Archbishop Cuenco called the Se-
cond Vatican Council one of the
most extraordinary event in the
Church. ““It is the greatest in his-
tory, surpassing all the past Coun-
cils both in their colorful ceremonies
and in their significance to the life
of the Church and of the people.”
“The Council,” he said, ‘“‘was in-
deed the work of God and had its
own place in the designs of the Di-
vine Providence in the salvation of
mankind and in the change of
times."’

Most Rev. Gerard Mongean,
O.M.I., D.D. was also extended a
warm welcome by his parishioners
in Cotabato City, led by Very Rev.
Joseph Boyd, O.M.I., and religious
and lay Catholic leaders. Mayor
Mando Sinsuat had dispatched a
motoreycle escort and a special dele-
gation.

In Davao City, Bishop Clovis Thi-
bault was received by a great num-
ber of Davao’s faithful and escorted
to the San Pedro Church by the
fourth degree members of the
Knights of Columbus. He cele-
brated Mass assisted by Rev. Fr.
Rolland Herbert, pme., and Rev.
Fr. Guy Reindeau, pme.

Bishop Thibault, meanwhile,
averred that ‘‘the real Council
begins now.” He said the march
forward of the Church did not end
in the Council but that the real
‘ouncil begins now. The greatest
¢hallenge for all is yet to start, he
said, and that is the implementation
of the decisions of the Ecumenical
Council. In this task, he continued,
the priests, the layman, and all
members of the Body of Christ, will
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be asked to contribute their share
for its successful realization.

Closing Centennial Rites.—Presi-
dent Ferdinand E. Marcos will lead
the nation in an act of consecration
to the Sto. Nifio of Cebu at the cli-
max of a week-long rites marking
the end of the Fourth Centennial
Celebration at the Luneta Grand-
stand, Sunday, January 30, at 4:30
p.m.

The week-long celebration starts
Sunday, January 23, with the ar-
rival at the Philippine Navy Land-
ing on Roxas Blvd., Manila, of the
Image of the famed Sto. Nifio of
Cebu at 4:30 p.m.

A reception and motorcade to be
led by Archbishop Rufino J. Cardi-
nal Santos and Mayor Antonio J.
Villegas will conduct the Holy
Image along Roxas Boulevard to
the historic San Agustin church
where it will be venerated until
Sunday, January 30,

On Friday, January 28, at 6:30
a.m. a solemm Pontifical Mass will
be celebrated by His Excellency
Mons. Julio Rosales, Archbishop ot
Cebu; Assistants: the Vincentian
Fathers; Altar and Choir: the Be-
nedictine Fathers; Preacher: His
Excellency Mons. Mariano Gaviola,
Bishop of Cabanatuan. At 5:30
p-m. the Triduum Exercises will
take place with His Excellency
Mons. José Ma. Cuenco, Archhishop
of Jaro, officiating; Assistants: the
Dominican, Fathers; Altar and
Choir: San Agustin Seminary.

On the same day, at 9:00 a.m.
the First Lady Mrs. Imelda Marcos
will formally open an exhibit of
“The Augustinians in the Philip-
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pines’’ at San Agustin Convent, In-
tramuros.

The San Agustin  University
Dance Troupe will stage a ‘‘Pageant
of the Philippine History’ at St.
Paul College nightly during the tri-
duum starting at 7 p.m. On Feb-
ruary 1 and 2, the same pageant
will be presented for the general
public at the Araneta Coliseum,
Quezon City, also at 7 p.m.

On  Saturday, January 29, at
6:30 a.m., the solemn Pontifical
Mass will be celebrated by His Ex-
cellency Mons, Teofilo Camomot of
Cagayan; Assistants: the Divine
Word Fathers; Altar and Choir:
U.S.T. Central Seminary ; Preacher :
His Excellency Mons. Epifanio Zur-
ban, Bishop of Dumaguete. At 5:30
p-m. in the Triduum Exercises His
Excellency Mons. Mariano Madria-
ga, Archbishop of Dagupan-Linga-
yen, will officiate, assisted by the
Jesuits Fathers: Altar and Choir:
San Agustin Seminary.

On Sunday, January 30, at 6:30
a.m. the solemn Pontifical Mass will
be celebrated by His Excellency
Mons. Juan Sison, Archbishop of

Vigan; Assistants: the Manila
Archdiocesan Clergy; Altar and
Choir: San  Carlos Seminary ;
Preacher: His Excellency Mons.
Artemio Casas, Bishop of Imus, Ca-
vite. At 5:30 p.m. His Eminence
Rufino J. Cardinal Santos, Arch-
bishop of Manila, will officiate in the
Triduum services, assisted by the
Augustinian and Recollect Fathers ;
Altar and Choir: San Agustin Sem-
inary. It will be during this ser-
vices that President Marcos will
lead the nation in am act of con-
secration.

On the same day at 10:00
a.m. a huge Youth Rally will be
held at the Araneta Coliseum, Que-
zon City, with Archbishop Teopisto
Alberto as main speaker. Earlier at
9:00 a.m. a historical marker in
front of the Legazpi Urdaneta
Monument on Bonifacio Drive will
be formally unveiled.

In the afternoon at 4 o’clock a
general procession of the Sto. Nino
will take place from San Agustin
Church in Intramuros to the Inde-
pendence Grandstand, Luneta, for
the final ceremonies.
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DOM AELRED WATKIN, The Enemies of Love, pp. 118, London:
BURNS & OATES, 1958, 6s. net.

Dom Aelred Watkin’s first book, The Heart of the World, aimed
at linking and integrating personal devotion and liturgical practice.
In this, his second book, he explores further and more deeply. His
aim is to show how love of the human level is not necessarily at va-
riance or in conflict with that love of (God which is the norm of the
spiritual life, but rather a preparation for and a pattern of it. Con-
sequently, this love of God is the completion of love for His creatures
and its guarantee: “human love (if rightly understood) 'is divine
love translated into terms of human experience.”

The enemies of human love — anxiety, the sense of insecurity,
jealously, possessiveness, self-indulgence and false romance—are thus
enemies of the love of |God. and Dom /Aelred shows how these obstacles
to'the union of the two species of love may be overcome.

~ One reviewer of Dom Aelred’s first book praised especially “his

fresh approach to and his union of the various elements of the Chris-
tian life which are sometimes too isolated from each other.” These
characteristics are equally evident in The Enemies of Lowe. Dom
Aelred writes not for the theologian or the mystic but for cach of us,
their ordinary people, particularly for those just beginning to discover
their emotions, who are seeking a way through the maze of personal
affections and day-to-day encounters to a centre that is sure and con-
stant.

ELIZABETH JENNINGS, Christianity and Poetry, pp. 124, London
BURNS & OATES, 1965, 9s. 6d. net.

Very few critics have attempted the type of assessment that
Elizabeth Jennings, herself well-known as poet and critic, has achieved
in this valuable book specially commissioned for the Faith and Fact
series. In her excellent Introduction the author states the criteria
governing her analysis and it is seen that these differ only in nuance
from those that would be accepted by any critic. For in many ways
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Christian poetry is no different from other kinds of verse; if it is
good, this is not because it is Christian but because it is fine poetry.
In earlier times, poets wrote naturally from a background of unques-
tioned Christianity. Subsequently, the spirit of unrest entered into
poetic expression so that its statement became more personal and
less indebted to Christian dogma for its inspiration. Subject-matter
diversified and thus poetry, in retaining the integrity it has to have
if it is to be of its age, became less recognizably Christian, Today,
the poet who is a practising Christian will be informed in his work
by the spirit of Christianity but he will not necessarily confine him-
self to expressions of faith or religious experience. It is in this
sense that Miss Jennings examines Christianity in English-language
poetry.

HENRI MARDUEL, The Christian Pursuit, pp. 229, London: BURNS
& OATES, 18s. net.

Abbé Henri Marduel’s book is based on his considerable expe-
rience as a retreat-giver at his famous Foyer de Charité in Belgium.
He provides here a synthesis of the Christian faith by tracing the links
that bind dogma to the individual’s day to day existence. His suc-
cess and popularity as a retreat-giver is merely one guarantee that
what he has spoken to an audience can also be addressed to his readers.
But a surer sign of validity and worth is the fact that Abbé Marduel
has one foot firmly rooted in the middle of the bustle and godlessness
of contemporary society and the other equally surely planted in a
sound knowledge of spiritual truths and their biblical foundations.
This enables him to draw without strain on the latter when setting
himself the task, which he does in this book, of guiding his readers
through the labyrinth of obstacles to the faith with which the former
opposes them. The thread that connects each of these chapters is the
statement that if the child of God will allow into his soul the graces
won for him through Christ, by approaching life with the love for
the Father and the enthusiasm for his teaching that Christ showed,
he will not need to grapple actively with the forces of evil but will
carefully sidestep them as objects which obscure God’s glory. In
short, Abbé Marduel exhorts us to conquer through love.

PIUS DRIJVERS, O.C.S.0., The Psalms, Their Structure and Meaning,
pp: 269, London: BURNS & OATES, 30s net.

Of all the Old Testament books the Psalter is one of the most
frequently read and used in prayer; it is the main source of the Chris-
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tian spiritual life. Yet many people know little about the psalms
and their meaning, and their significance remains obscure. To make
available to these readers some of the fruits of modern biblical exe-
gesis and its bearing on the devotional life, is the purpose of Dom
Pius Drijvers’ book. It is an introduction to the 150 pslams, not by
detailed analysis but by an examination of their structure and mean-
ing, which will enable readers to understand the psalms in their main
outlines. After discussing the origins of the Psalter, Father Drijvers,
who acknowledges his debt to the great initiator of the study of the
psalms, Hermann Gunkel, then deals with the principal forms of He-
brew poetry, the methods used in assigning psalms to various genres,
and their historical setting (Sitz im Leben). Different types of psalms
are explained—hymns of praise, psalms of thanksgiving, petition and
pilgrimage, the processional and enthronement psalms—and their
theological significance is pointed out. A concluding chapter deals
with the Old and New Covenants as the germane milieu of the reli-
gious thought of the psalms and with their use in the liturgy of the
Church. The book offers, in an appealing way, sufficient material for
a seminary course of exegetical lectures on the psalms. Priests who
desire a clear and comprehensive approach to the understanding of
their Office will profit much from the book, as will those laymen
who want a more intelligent and fruitful reading of the psalms and
participation in the liturgy. The appendices which present a schematic
survey of the literary structure of the individual psalms should prove
especially useful.

ALMA POWER-WATERS, Sarah Peter, The Dream and the Harvest,
pp. 177, London: BURNS & OATES, 15/.

Sarah Peter was a charming girl and later a practical, energetic
woman who saw the needs of her time and proceeded to do something
about them. By doing so, she was perhaps the first American ‘“lay
apostle” in the modern sense. Alma Power-Waters tells the little-
known but fascinating story of the daughter of Governor Worthington
of Ohio who, twice a widow and the mother of two sons, became a
Catholic in Rome in 1855. Sarah Peter’s life story reads almost like
fiction: a gay girlhood close to great national events of the period;
frequent trips to Europe where she was received by her friend, Pope
Pius IX; the establishment of orphanages, reforming of jails, and
numerous charities in her home city of Cincinnati; volunteer nursing
during the Civil War on a hospital ship which she herself equipped.
Perhaps Sarah Peter will be remembered most gratefully for her part
in bringing to Ohio seven congregations of priests and Sisters.
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