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uicntemente cuid:ll'3. rna aUll de los hombre . Para convencernos a todos 
de esta verdad, Jesus acumula razones obre razones, probando que Dios 
es nuestro Padre celestial y sabe perfectamente 10 que necesitamos para 
proveernos de ello, ya que tarn bien se da cuenta de que nosotros valemos 
mas que las aves del cielo y los lirios del campo, a quienes EI alimenta; 
luego como epilogo de su discur 0, termina con las siguientes palabras, que 
son verdaderam nte la mas alta consiga de vida 

Tema: "Buscad primet·o el ?'eino de Dios; y todas las demas cosas 
se os da?'an lJO?' aiiacliclunL". 

Buscctd prim ?'O el ?'eino de Dios.-Pol·que Dio es nuestro pl'imer prin­
cipio y nuestro ul t imo fin; pOl' eso tenemos que buscarle a EI ante todo 
y sobre todo. Es esta una verdad fundamental, que nos enseiia ya la 
primera paO'ina del catecismo; Dios es el creadol' y conservador de todas 
las cosas, y nada puede su bsistir sin EI; de ah! que el corazon humane 
sienta la zozobra de la fatiga, cuando esta ausente de Dios. "Nos hiciste, 
Senor, para Ti, e inqui to estara nuestro cOl'azon hasta que descanse en 
Ti", decia San Agustin; y otro autor, J ouffroy, anade: "Toda satisfaccion 
terreshe se agota poco a poco y acaba pOI' extinguiJ'se en el fastidio y en 
el disgusto". 

Segun esto, la con ecuclOn del rei no de Dios exige ante todo una pru­
dente vigilancia; pOl'que siempl'e sera vel'dad que "quod deterius est, po­
tiori insidiari solet", 10 que es mas abyecto suele poneI' acechanzas a 10 
mas perfecto; y los pen amiento de la tierra, una actividad demasiado 
natural , puede obscurecer nuestl'o ran destino. La consecucion del reino 
de Dios exige ademas que vivamos segun la justicia divina, que ha de 
manif stal'se en nosotros extl'in eca e intrinsecamente; la justicia extrin ­
seca esta en el ejercicio de las buenas obras, en el cumplimiento de los 
mandamientos: "Si vis ad vitam ingredi, serva mandata"; pero este ha 
de ser lm cumplimiento integro de 10 Iacil y de 10 dificil; 10 contario seria 
puro faJ'iseismo . La ju ticia intrinseca es la gl'acia de Dios, que pOl' ser 
la misma vida divina, tiene en nosotr'JS la fuerza maravillosa de llevarnos 
al cielo; "Gratia Dei, vita aeterna", porIa gracia a la vida eterna; pOl' 
eso dice anto Tomas que heme de apreciar un solo grado de gracia mas 
que todo el universe y toda las riquezas del mundo. 

Toclas lcts clemas cosas se os cla?'an por aiiacliclura.-Siendo Dios nues­
tro primer principio y nuestro ultimo fin, necesariamente hemos de con­
cluir que EI es tambien llue tra prim ra causa y nuestro ultimo 
es decir, que Dios es nuestro Padre celestial providentisimo y amantfsimo; 
Y pOI' consiguiente "sabe vue ho Padre celestial que necesitais de las cosas 
de este mundo". Y I sabel' de un padre no s un conocimiento frio, sino 
anheloso y pl'ovidente ; j Como se esfuerza un buen padre para alejal' el 
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hambre y la miseria de su hogar! Pues, l que no hara Dios POl' los hombre, 
sus hijos predilectos, siendo como es el Padre pOI' antonomasia y tan pro­
digo en derramar sus bienes sobre toda la natul'aleza? 

Los titulos de esta paternidad divina los estamos viendo diariamente 
en la creacion y conservacion de las cosas, sobre las que hace salir el sol 
y envia la IIuvia benMica; los contemplamos tambien con los ojos de la 
fe en las instrucciones y correcciones que a todos nos hace POl' medio de 
sus leyes, para que seamos mas cautos y caminemos pOI' el recto camino 
de la salvacion; Todo 10 que Dios nos envia, riquezas 0 pobl'ezas, alegrias 
o sufl'imientos, todo ha de culminaI' en la herencia a que 110S destina, que 
es su misma felicidad y gloria. "Dios segun su gran misericordia, dice 
San Pedro, nos reengendro para una esperanza viviente, mediante la re­
surreccion de Jesucristo; pal'a una herencia incorruptible, incontaminable, 
inmarcesible, reservada en los cielos para nosotros". 

Conclusi6n.-Busquemos aDios, trabajemos para servirle en todo y 
COR la mayor perfeccion , y luego ya vendrall las demas cosas. Ciel'tamente 
que no condella Cristo el trabajo prudente y previsor, sino solamente las 
preocupaciolles excesivas pOl' las I'iquezas, de confiando de la divina pro­
videncia; y esto 10 hace pOl'que es imposible servir aDios y sen,ir al 
mismo tiempo a las riquezas, es decir ser esclavo de elIas. Hay que va­
lorar bien las cosas y establecer en el ias una graduacion real y objeti,a; 
en esta escala siempre ocupara el grado mas alto el Ser Supremo que es 
Dios; viene luego en segundo lugar nuestra alma, imagen de Dios; el 
tercer puesto 10 ocupara el cuerpo, companero del alma; y en ultimo ter­
minD vendran todos los otros bienes de este mundo. Sepamos, pues, hacer 
de estos bienes, no nuestra condenacion, sino un simple peldano, que pi­
sfmdole nos suba al cielo. 

FR, A. RO~EZO, D.P, 



CASOS Y CONSULTAS 

MORALITY OF "CIVIL MARRIAGE" 

This is please a queTY on the following: 

Whethe1' a Catholic couple in the Philippines com­
mits a sin 01' not by the mere act of enteTUng into a civil 
union, commonly called "civil ma1'riage", solely and ex­
clusively fO?' the pUTely civil effects the1'eof, with their 
full knowledge that the same is no 11Ut1'Tiage at all. 

The couple in this case will not ca1'1'y a common life 
n01' use the privilege of ma1Tiage until they shall have 
been married in the ChuTch. 

Am, example of this is when one of the contmcting 
pa1"ties is to go ab1'oad, and that inmwdiately before 
leavim,g the country they enter into a civil union f01' the 
sole pU1jJose of binding themselves f1'om. not ma1'Tying 
any peTson othe1" than themselves. 

A CATHOLIC PRIEST 
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This case which occurs with relative frequency has been 
privately presented to us by a fairly sufficient number of stu­
dents and some priests asking our opinion about its objective 
morality. We have been able to appr aise that, the general be­
lief of the consultants is that the mere celebmtion of a civil 
marriage, accoTding to the C'i1"CUmstances of the exposed case, 
does not constitute sin. ot wanting to impose our humble 
opinion on the topic, we will point out some observations which 
can help to ascertain the morality of the act in question. 

Well lmown to all is that the civil marriage is reproved by 
the Church for all catholics, who are bound to observe the ca­
nonical form of marriage. Only the canonical marriage is valid 
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and licit for them. Solely when force or necessity compels the 
celebration of a civil marriage is this lawful though not neces­
sarily valid. Thus, where the government imposes it as obliga­
tory or requires it, so that the contracting parties can enjoy the 
juridical effects as married couple, the catholics can and must 
celebrate such marriage. Is this our case? Frankly, we don't 
believe so, for there is no existing compulsion that demands its 
celebration, nor necessity that advises it. Perhaps some may 
see in the above-mentioned case, the necessity of a civil mar­
riage to obtain the civil effects. We believe that no such neces­
sity exists. 

A means is regarded as necessary when without it the pro­
posed end can not be attained. The proposed end in our case 
is to attain the iuridical effects of a civil ma1·riage and to make 
sure that the contracting parties, being bound together, will not 
intend to contract mar1'iage with a third pe'rson. Frankly, we 
do not see how the civil marriage (without any value according 
to the contracting parties themselves) can assure them of the 
effects that they do not admit in principle. Because there exists 
here an evident contradiction in the way they reason out and 
act. It is declared in the case that the contracting parties know 
and are convinced that the civil marriage is void for the cath­
olics, that is why they wiII not cohabit. We ask then: do the 
contracting parties by chance believe that the civil marriage, 
being null and void, will reaIly produce civil effects? Because 
there is no effect without a cause. Only the valid civil marriage 
produces civil effects, not a voiil civil marriage. How then can 
they be sure that none of them will intend to enter into marriage 
with a third person? Being truly convinced of the nullity of 
the marriage, there is no room for such a security, since without 
being bound together they remain free to contract marriage with 
another person. But some will repply: It's because the civil 
marriage is null and void before the Church but it is valid be­
fore the State, and if anyone of them married a third person 
the other party can prosecute him before the court as a bigamist, 
and with such fear neither will celebrate marriage with an­
other person. 

Being this the true situation, we say that in this manner 
of acting the State is given a competence which in reality it 
does not have and this against the rights of the Church. By the 
civil celebration the State is given matrimonial competence over 
the catholic contracting parties, thus making impossible or very 
difficult a possible subsequent valid canonical marriage with a 
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third person, which the Church defends and sometimes can ask 
for. It is not then as easy to admit, as it appears at first glance, 
that the mere celebration of a civil marriage is exempted from 
sin, inasmuch as the consequences that may follow such celebra­
tion must be considered as well. 

What to say about the possible scandal that follows such 
proceedings? Though very few persons would have the knowl­
edge of the celebration of the civil marriage, we have at least 
the judge and two witnesses as necessarily present in the actual 
celebration. Besides, it must be taken into account that said 
celebration must be previously and publicly announced for some 
days. The act of celebration of civil marriage must be registered 
in the public records. These are some circumstances that hardly 
discard the scandal in those who have the knowledge of the cele­
bration of a civil marriage. 

Moreover, we have always objected to the manner of reason­
ing which favors the civil marriage. All the advantages attri­
buted to it are likewise found in the canonical marriages. Fol­
lowing the formalities required by the civil law, the canonical 
marriage enjoys all the civil effects. What therefore dissuades 
the catholics from the celebration of the canonical marriage? 
Not certainly its publicity, because for its validity and lawful­
ness it does not demand more persons to be present than the 
civil marriage. Moreover in the canonical marriage it is possi­
ble a dispensation of the bonds when with certainty there is a 
proof of inexistence of matrimonial impediments, which does 
not happen in civil marriage. And this happens in the celebra­
tion of ordinary marriages not precisely in those so-called secret 
marriages or marriages of cornscience. In the latter even the 
registration in parrochial books is omitted, being registered only 
in a special book of the Diocesan Curia. 

We cannot see, therefore, how two catholics knowing the 
nullity and unlawfulness of a civil marriage can be immune from 
moral responsibility in its celebration, when they can celebrate 
a canonical marriage with all the advantages of a mere civil 
marriage. 

FR. EXCELSO GARCIA, O.P., J.C.D. 

Professor Univ. Sti. Thomae 
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MISAS VESPERTINAS CON OCASION DE BODAS 

Veo en los periodicos que, con alguna frecuetncia, 
se celebran Misas por la tarde con ocasion de boda, fu­
neral 0 bodas de plata. 

Comentaristas famosos (Cf. Regatillo: Sal Terrae, 
1957; Coronata: Jus Seraphicum, 1958; H olzmeister: 
The American Ecclesiastical Review, 1960) opinan que 
no se pueden permitir tales Misas. De ahi mi perple­
jidad. 

19-t,Pueden permitirse 0 celebrarse Misas Vesp er­
con ocasion de bodas? 

29-t, Existe algun privilegio especial en Filipinas 
para celebrar dichas Misas? 

UN SACERDOTE 

La contestacion a las dos preguntas formuladas por el con­
sultante pankenos relativamente facil. En las citas acotadas 
por iiI explicase perfectamente la cuestion de si puede 0 no per­
mitirse la celebracion de las Misas Vespertinas con ocasion de 
bodas. Resumiendo, formulamos la respuesta del modo siguien­
teo Por el Motu Proprio Sacram Communionem de 19 de Marzo 
de 1957 concediose que ('Ordinarii locorum, exceptis Vicariis Ge­
neralibus sine mandato speciali, permittere possunt Missae cele­
brationem horis postmeridiamis quotidie, si bonum spiriuale no­
tabilis partis christifidelium id postulet" (Cf. Bolet. Ecles., 
Abril, 1957, pag. 250). 

Dos cosas, pues, exigense para que los Ordinarios pueden 
permitir las Misas Vespertinas: primera bonum spirituale, se­
gunda notabilis partis fidelium. Si ambas cosas no existen, la 
celebracion de dichas Misas no esta justificada. Como quienes 
pueden permitir dicha celebracion son los Ordinarios del lugar, 
excluidos los Viearios Generales sin mandato especial, a ellos 
toea j uzgar sobre la existencia de esas dos cosas requeridas. 

A este proposito es oportuno eitar aqui el M onitum que el 
Santo Oficio publico en el Acta Apostolicae Sedis (1955, pag. 
218) . Era del tenor siguiente: 
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"Constat huic Supremae Sacrae Congregationi haud raro 
Missae horis postmeridianis celebrari ultra fines, quos Consti­
tutio Apostolica "Christus Dominus"l ad commune fidelium bo­
num recenset. 

Itaque locorum Ordinarii licentiam ne dent celebrandi Mis­
sam horis postmeridiamis ad externam dumtaxat solemnitatem 
decorandam aut in p'rivatorum commodum". 

Como el consultante apunta, autores de nombre no con­
ceptuan la celebracion de bodas como causa que justifique las 
Misas Vespertinas, POl' no tratarse del "bonum spirituale nota­
bilis partis fidelium"; solo el bien particular de los contrayentes 
y allegados est:i envuelto. Citan otrosi otros inconvenientes que, 
de permitirse las Misas Vespertinas con ocasion de bodas, pueden 
facilmente seguirse. 

La respuesta, POl' consiguiente a la primera pregunta es 
que la celebracion de una boda no justifica de p~r si la celebra­
cion de Misa Vespertina. 

Si existe en Filipinas algun privilegio sobre este particu­
lar, es cosa que no sabemos. No l"ecordamos haberse publicado 
nada a este respecto en el Boletin Eclesiastico de las Islas, ni 
tenemos tampoco noticia de ello p~r otro conducto. Agradece­
riamos cualquier informacion sobre concesiones particulares que 
haya hecho la Santa Sede, para conocimiento de nuestros Sa­
cerdotes. 

FR. EXCELSO GARCIA, O.P., J.C.D. 

Prof. Univ. S. Thomae 

TAXES TO MEET DIOCESAN NEEDS 

OU?' diocese being poor and unde?"developed can 
not meet its expenses with the ordinary diocesan in­
come. 

The cathedraticum paid annually to the bishop has 
proved inadequate to meet the ever increasing needs of 
the diocese. 

1 En la Constituci6n Apost. Christus Dominus, de 6 de Enero, 1953, 
concediase a los Ordinarios de lugar facultad de permitir la celebraci6n 
de Misas Vespertinas en cieltos dias solamente. 
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In search of a solution to the problem we would 
like to know the answers to the following queries: 

1. Are there any other taxes the Ordina'ries can 
impose without prejudice to the law? 

2. Can the Ordinary exact a certain amount of 
money j1'om the stipends of sung masses for that pur­
pose? 

A PARISH PRIEST 

The law enumerates several types of r egular and extra­
ordinary taxes the local ordinary may demand from his subjects 
in order to meet the expenses of the diocese. Contrary however 
to the presumption of our conSUltant, the cathedraticum is never 
mentioned by the law as a tax imposed to cover diocesan ex­
penses. The cathedraticum is rather a moderate and uniform 
contribution paid to the bishop personally as a token of filial 
sUbjection (c. 1504), but never as a means of support. Only 
in this sense can the S.C. of the Council hold that the cathed'ra­
ticum is not a payable obligation while the episcopal see is va­
cant, (AAS., IX, 497), and yet it can not be held that during 
a period of vacancy the diocese has no expenses to defray, nor 
that the vicar or apostolic administrator has no need of any 
means of support. 

The same S. Congregation came to clarify this issue when 
it replied to several french bishops that it was not expedient 
(prout exponitur. mon expedire to demand a cathedraticum from 
all parish churches, the tax to be proportioned to the number 
of parishioners, in order to meet the expenses of the chancery, 
(AAS., XII, 444). It is contrary to the nature of the cathedra­
ticum (an uniform tax to be paid equally by all churches and 
benefices subject to episcopal jurisdiction) to make of it a per­
sonal pecuniary contribution to be paid unequally according to 
the number of persons in each place. 

1.-Instead the local ordinary may adopt any of the follow­
ing legal means to meet the needs of the diocese: 

a) Seminaristicum or 'Seminary Tax for the establishment 
of the seminary and the support of its students. It must be 
paid by all who are in possession of ecclesiastical benefices, in­
cluding exempt religious houses, unless its support comes en-
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tirely from alms, or in it there is actually conducted a college 
of students or professors for the best interest of the church. 
Likewise subject to this tax are all parishes and quasi-parishes 
even though they have no income of their own and entirely de­
pend on the offerings of the faithful. When the seminary lacks 
its own income, the bishop can impose the seminary tax which 
must be general and at the same rate for all, in proportion to 
the needs of the seminary; but it should never exceed five per 
cent of the net income remaining after the necessary charges 
and yearly expenses have been duly defrayed. This maximum 
rate of taxable revenue must be decreased as the seminary in­
come becomes larger, (cc. 1355, 1356). 

b ) Pensiom on benefices. The ordinaries can impose pen­
sions on parochial benefices in favor of the retiring pastor or 
vicar of the parish, provided however that the amount of the 
pension shall not exceed the third part of the parochial income, 
after all expenses and uncertain revenues have been deducted, 
(c. 1429, § 2'). The local ordinary can accept a pastor's resig­
nation with the reservation of a pension for the life of the pen­
sioner as long as the amount does not exceed the above set per­
centage; (AAS., XVI, 116). 

c) Subsidiurn caritativum. It is an extraordinary tax which 
can not be imposed regularly but on extraordinary occasions 
and only to meet a special need actually pressing the diocese 
("speciali diocesis necessitate impeZZente" ) such as expenses in­
curred during the bishop's consecration and installation; repa­
ration of the cathedral church; great indebtedness contracted 
by the bishop in the name of the diocese. 

The pressing needs to be subsidized by this contribution 
must be real, and must concern the diocese as such, not the 
personal needs of the bishop or a charitable institution even if 
it is useful to the diocese. The S.C. of the Council replied in 
the negative to the question "An episcopi pingues redditus ha­
bentes possent exigere subsidium caritativum a suis subditis 
diocesanis" . 

The very nature of this extraordinary contribution points 
to the fact that it can only be imposed as a temporary measure 
and not as a stable taxation. On these grounds canonists of 
note regard as unlawful the practice which allows the ·imposi­
tion of the subsidium caritativum as a means of providing for 
the support of needy priests of the diocese. The contribution 



442 

then, extraordinary and occasional by nature, would become 
regular and stable in character. 

The law abstains from fixing a sum to be paid as the sub­
sidium caritativum. It simply states that the tax must be mode­
mte and extraordinary to be demanded from all beneficiaries 
whether secular or religious, though authors commonly excuse 
exempt religious from the payment of this tax, (Vermeesch­
Creussen, Epitome, II, 556; Abbo-Hannan, The Sac1'ed Canons, 
II, 714, not., 19). ' 

The amount therefore should be determined by custom or 
set for every singular case giving special consideration to the 
income of the benefice and the need of the diocese for which the 
contribution is intended. 

d) Ordinary tribute. It can be imposed by the ordinary 
in favor of the diocese or the church's patron, upon churches, 
benefices, and other ecclesiastical institutes subject to his juris­
diction, but only at the time of their foundation or consecration. 

All other taxes are against the common law. 

2.-Regarding taxes to be imposed upon either manual or 
foundation masses the Code plainly rules: "Sed nullum imponi 
tributum potest super eleemosynis miss arum sive manualium 
sive fundatarum", (c. 1506). The legislation on this matter ap­
pears so clear that all law commentators abstain from any fur­
ther comment and merely limit themselves to reproduce the 
words of the law. Blat for instance has this to say: "sed nullum 
seu quolibet ex motivo, nec minimum quoque imponi tributum 
potest a quolibet superiore ecclesiastico super eleemosynis Mis­
sarum sive manualium sive fundatarum, etiam quando ad ins tar 
manualium traduntur", (Commentarium in c. 1506). Augustine 
likewise offers this seemingly rigorous but accurate translation: 
"Never carn a tax 01' contribution be imposed either upon manual 
or foundation masses". (Rights and duties of the Ordinaries, 
p. 399). 

The general rule governing this subject is that the entire 
stipend of manual masses belongs to the celebrant (c. 840), 
and we see no reason to depart from this law, for sung masses 
constitute no exception to the rule. The practice therefore fol­
lowed in some places of demanding a portion of the stipend to 
be sent to the Curia to defray expenses of the diocese can cer-
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tainly be questioned as to its lawfulness. We are rather in­
clined to believe that the diocesan schedule of taxes (Arancel) 
in which a tribute is imposed on sung masses lacks the approval 
of the Holy See required by law ad validitatem (c. 1507), and 
therefore does not enjoy any binding force on its subjects. 

It will be enlightening in this regard the decision handed 
down by the S.C. of the Council in the following case as sum­
marized by Bouscaren (Canon Law Digest, I, p. 403) : In a cer­
tain diocese the tax for novena Masses and gregorian Masses 
was higher than that for other masses, even at a fixed hour. 
The S.C. of the Council was asked wheher the entire tax, under 
these circumstances, should go to the celebrant, or whether part 
of it might be retained as compensation to the pastor and the 
church, giving to the celebrant an amount equal to the tax for 
Masses at a fixed hour. The reply of the S. Congregation was 

. the following: "prout proponitur negative et ad mentem. Mens 
est ut in casu exterioris solemnitatis in missarum celebratione ... 
episcopus praefigat modicam taxam, non autem ex eleemosynis 
missarum dessumendam, in compensationem pro parochis et rec­
toribus, monitis super hoc oblatoribus", (AAS., XIII, 532). 

FR. F . TESTERA, O.P. 

U. S. T. Professor 
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NEWS 

FOREIGN 

The Council will probably start in 
1962. - The second Vatican Coun­
cil could start during the last 
months of 1962 if the preparation of 
the great task continuous to progress 
as it has actually developed. 

Mons. P ericle Felici, secretary of 
the Central Preparatory Commission 
said in a press conference that pre­
liminary works are going on rapidly 
and satisfactorily, and admitted the 
possibility of holding the Ecumenical 
assembly next year. 

His Holiness P ope John XXIII 
wishes that all members of the com­
mission will come out with absolute 
liberty, so that the opinions and ad­
vices of the prelates may be known 
by him. 

Mons. Felici said, on the other 
hand, that the Council will not t reat 
of settled cases by other ecumenical 
assemblies and by Canon Law, for 
example, the priestly celibacy. 

The Central Prepara.tory Commis­
sion has already studied thoroughly 
the problems of organwation and 
the matter of invitations. " Non­
catholics may come as observers if 

they 80 wish," remarked Mons. Fe­
lici. 

The participation of Catholic 
laity will be carried out through the 
respective bishops, so that it can 
be said that laity will participate 
actively but without an official 
character. 

The Council will utilized the Latin 
language as an official medium, but 
any of the members may speak in 
another tongue, if they so desire. 

Mons. Felici finally reitera.ted 
that a press information office will 
be set up to facilitate current news 
in due time. 

Archbishop of A thens to attend 
the Council. - Mons. Theoclitos, 
Archbishop of the Orthodox Church 
in an exclusive interview conduct­
ed by the Italian Press Agency re­
cently wherein he nodded to the 
question about the forthcoming Va­
tican Council, remarked: " If the 
Patriarch of Constantmople and the 
Holy Synod of Greece deem it pro­
per, we will go to Rome to partici­
pate not in a council essentially be­
tween catholics, but to an assembly 
charged with the discussion of 



principles on a. high level concern­
ing questions and common problems. 
The only path that leads to our 
Lord, is that of love. We firmly 
believe that the invitation to the 
Council convoked by His Holiness 
will serve indubitably the solid in­
fluence of Christianity over human 
minds in actual life and hereafter. 
The road may be long and hazard­
ous, but it will be also a blessing 
in facing with vigor all oppositions 
for the great service of faith and 
love." 

A,rchbishop Fisher speaks on uni­
versal concern for the unity of the 
Church. - The widely increasing 
universal concern for Christian Uni­
ty has been highly praised by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Fish­
er, upon presiding recently over a 
semestral reunion of the Council of 
Churc'hes of England in Dublin, Ire­
land. It was tbe first conference 
of its kind held in Ireland. 

In his inaugural address, Dr. Fish­
er, pertinent to his trips abroad, 
said: "That which I encountered al­
ways in the higher up is indicative 
of the whole world's grave concern 
over t'he cause for Christian Unity, 
which is important not only for the 
cause of religion but also for the 
whole world." 

The Secretary of the Council, Rev­
erend Kenneth Slack remarked that 
"many people were very much 
elated to see that the trips of the 
tfrchbishop were turned into a pil­
grimage. It helped strengthen ties 
and transcend all barriers." 

The Catholic World needs ten 
theuland priests every year: - To 
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have a priest for everyone thousand 
Catholics, it would need approxim­
ately 10,000 yearly ordinations, have 
said Jose Card. Pizzardo, Prefect of 
the Sacred Congregation of Semina­
ries and Universities, speaking to an 
assembly of rectors of seminaries . 
Cardinal Pizzardo remarked: "How­
ever, in 1955 only 5,475 priests were 
ordained. " 

Cardinal Pizzardo referred to 
1,100 sees within the iurisdiction 
of his Congregation, that for every 
town has 692 millions inhabitants. 
of which 418 millions are Catholics 
and 228,653 are priests. 

He said further that while ordi­
nations lessen, the death of priests 
increases. In 1955 there has been 
6,193 ordinations and 3,323 priests 
died; four years after, in 1959, tIle 
number of ordinations diminished to 
5,475 and 4,278 priests died. 

In 1955, 2,560 priests died in Eu­
rope, and in 1959, tne death rate 
mortality rose to 3,423, almost as 
many as the priests ordained that 
year. 

The Cardinal appealed to Ca­
tholic Action to collaborate in pro­
moting priestly vocations, and con­
cluded that should be established 
"vital centers" of national character 
as well as diocesan and parochial, 
in close contact with the Pontifical 
Organizati on for E cclesiastical V oca­
tions. This facilities exchange of 
information regarding plans and 
programs designed to foster the num­
ber of young men who feel inclin­
ed to the priesthood. 
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The Queen of England's Visit to 
the Pope: - The Holy Father wel­
comed Queen Elizabeth and her hus­
band P rince Phil ipp, in a private 
audience last May 5, 1961. It is the 
first time that the Pope receives the 
Princess of England. In fact, on 
two occasions in the present 
twentieth century the monarchs of 
England visited the Holy Father: 
one in 1903 when Pope Leo XIII 
received Edward VII; the other, in 

1923 when Pope Pius XI welcomed 
George V a.nd his Queen Mary. Other 
private audiences of the royal fami­
ly of England took place as follows: 
in 1949 Pope Pius XI received Prin­
cess Marg,arette and in 1951 held 
an audiende with Princess Elizabeth 
and Prince Philipp; finally, in 1959 
Pope John XXIII granted aD aud­
ience to the Mother Queen Mary 
and Princess Margarette. 

LOCAL. 

Mons. Bantigue Elected Bishop. -
A Phil am parish priest, Fr. Pedro 
Bantigue, was newly elevated to the 
episcopacy by Pope John XXIII ~s 
titular bishop of Catula and auxI­
liary bishop to His Eminence Ru­
fino J. Card. Santos of Manila to 
replace Mons. Vicente Reyes, who 
was recently assigned to the newly­
erected Diocese of Borongan, Samar . 

The consecration rites of tho 
bishop-elect are set on July 25, 1961, 
the Feast of St. James, the Apos­
tle at the metropolitan Cathedral of 
M~nila, figuring the Cardinal as the 
principal cunsecrator. 

The bis'hop-elect is the son of Mr. 
Marcos Bantigue and the former 
Miss Eusebia Natividad of Hagonoy, 
Bulacan. He has the distinction of 
being the first native of the prov: 
ince to become a bishop. 

He was born in January 31, 1920. 
He has had his early schooling at 
H agonoy Institute. After his third 

year high school the Dew prelate 
entered the San Carlos Seminary of 
Manila, and was later ordained a 
priest by the late Archbishop Mi­
chael J. O'Doherty at the U.S.T. 
Santisimo Rosario C'hapel on May 31, 
1945. 

He was first assigned as coadju­
tor to Father (now Monsignor) Jose 
de la Cruz of Trozo, Manila, from 
1945-1947. Later OD he was cbosen 
prefect of discipline at the Manila 
Cathedral School in Tayuman. From 
there he was transferred to San Mi­
guel church. Shortly after, he acted 
as Secretary to Archbishop O'Do­
herty. 

He also obtained his ESE degree 
from the University of Santo Tomas. 
Later on 'he pursued post-graduate­
studies in the Catholic University 
of America finishing with the de­
gree of Doctor of Canon Law in 
]955-1957. 

Upon his return to the Philippines 
be was assigned as parish priest 



of the newly-created parish of Sta . 
Rita. And in the following year, 
March 1, ]958, 'he was made vicar 
forane of Sta. Rita vicariate. 

Two years later on May 26, 1960, 
the title of Monsignor as D omestic 
Prelate was conferred on him. 

Other organizations he headed 
were the Archdiocesan Catholic 
Women's League, the newly-formed 
Mother But ler Guild. H e al. 0 

served as chaplain of Sta. Rita 
Council of the Knights of Colum­
bus. 

The Buletin Eclesiastico upon re­
ceiving the news of Mons. Bant i­
gue's elevation to the episcopacy 
wishes to extend its heartfelt con­
gratulations and earnest felicita­
tion to His Excellency. Ad Mul- ' 
tos Annos! 

Msgr. Mabutas chosen Bishop of 
Laoag. - Rt. R ev. Msgr. Mabutas 
was receni,ly raised to t he episco­
pate as the first bishop of the 
newly-erected Diocese of Laoag by 
Pope John XXIII. 

H e was born in Agoo, L a Union, 
on June ]3, 1921. He finished up 
his priestly schooling in the dioce­
san semin'lry of Vigan, and was or­
dained to the priesthood on April 
6, 1946. H e is a holder of two 
degrees: a BSE and a doctorate in 
Canon L aw received . from the Uni­
versity of Santo Tomas, Manila. 

~ishop-elect Mabutas was profes­
sor and rector of the old minor se­
minary of Laoag while serving as cu­
rate of San Jose, a lso in L aoag. 

Prior to 'his elevation to the epis­
copacy he was Archdiocesan Chan-

447 

celioI', Ecclesiastical Notary, Secre­
tary of the Archdiocesan Board of 
Consultors, Defender of the Bond, 
Pro-synodal Examiner, Superinten­
dent of Catholic Schools and Direc- ' 
tor of Catholic Action of the 
Archdioceae of Nueva Segovia. Like­
wise, last April 1961, he was no­
minated as burser of the Colegio­
Seminario Filipino in Rome. 

The Boletin Eclesiastico extends 
to the Bishop-elect most heartfelt 
congratulations and best wishes 
for a fruitful episcopate: Ad Mul­
tos Annos! 

'Nuncio steps up drive for Council. 
- Archbishop Salvatore Slino, 
Apostolic Nuncio to the Philippines, 
in addressing the opening session of 
the 6th national convention of Ca­
tholic Action of the Philippines held 
May 18-20 in Naga City, urged the 
gathering to pray for the success of 
the Second Vat ican Council. 

He likewise, advised the Catho­
lic Actionists to form study sessions 
for the purpose of familiarizing the 
laity on the nature, aims and acti­
vities of an Ecumenical Council. 
Concluding his ' talk, he reiterated 
in prayer and unity for a fruitful 
outcome of the Ecumenical Council. 

Cardinal Spellman cited! for P.I. 
Honors. - His Eminence Francis 
Cardinal Spellman of New York will 
be conferred the award of the Phil­
ippine Legion of Honor (Command­
er's rank) for "highly meritorious 
and valuable contribution to the 
Filipino people, particularly the ve­
terans of World War II." 

The citation text as rev ailed by 
Camp Murphy runs thus: 
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"Through the influence of his 
high position in the Church Hierar­
chy as well as in American Society, 
Cardinal Spellmen succeeded in win­
ning public support for the Rogers 
Bill in 1947-1948. 

His abiding interest in and sin­
cere attention to Philippine affairs 
were a constant source of inspira­
tion to the veterans missIOners 
abroad. On many occasions he went 
out of hi~ way to personally con­
tact United States congressmen and 
senators who worked for the enact­
ment of the bill. 

These unselfish services of Car­
dinal Spellman toward the recogni­
tion of veterans' rights and the con­
ferring of veterans' benefits earned 
for himself tbe hlgh esteem and pro­
found gratitude of the Filipino peo­
ple." 

Planned Pilgrimage to Rome: -
The first batch of pilgrims attend­
ing tlhe solemn inauguration of the 
Colegio-Seminario built by the Phil­
ippine Hierarcby, clergy and people, 
intenOOd to house Filipino priests 
and seminarians pursuing their 
studies in the Eternal City, will 
leave by the first week of Septem­
ber. 

The newly-built edifice which is 
set for occupancy on September will 

be blessed on October 7, 1960. On 
Aug. 8, 1959 the cornerstone was 
blessed by Pope John XXIII and ,,'as 
laid the next day on the construc­
tion si te by Joseph Cardinal Piz­
lIardo . 

It was also announced by the spe­
cial committee at the Arzobispado on 
pilgrimages that t he tour will last 
45 days. Principal cities and land­
marks and shrines will be covered in 
the pilgrimage. Among these places 
will be Zurich, P aris, Lourdes and 
Fatima, and also the Holy Land. 

Those who wish to avail themselves 
of this special trip, can secure infor­
mation from the Arzobispado, 1000 
Gral. Solano, San Miguel or Tel. 
3-66-74. 

Calbayog Priest's suspension lift­
ed. - The Rev. Fr. Rufo Castro, 
who was suspended tea divinis" by 
his local Ordinary, Most Rev. Ma­
nuel P. del Rosario, D.D., Bishop 
of Calbayog, has been absolved 
from the eaid censure according to 
a recent communication received 
frOlfl the Curia of Calbayog. We 
wish to bring this notice to our 
readers since the ap.nouncement of 
his suspension was published in the 
Boietill Eclesiastico, issue of Dec­
ember, 1960, page 760. 



BOOK REVIEWS 

NATURE OF MARRIAGE AS REFLECTED IN CANON AND CIVIL LAWS 

by Rev. Fr. Excelso Ga?'cia, a.p. 
Professor of Canon Law, University of Santo Tomas 

Manila, Philippines 

(Size 6 X 9, containing 122 pages, a rep?-int of a series of articles pub­
lished in the Unitas and Boletin Eclesiastico. Price : P2.00-Novel Publish­
ing Company, Inc., Espmia - P. Noval Streets, Manila) 

This is a manual of the greatest utility. In it is treated the nature 
of marriage as a contract and a sacrament, its ends and essential proper­
ties, inexhaustibly supported by various views of eminent theologians and 
canonists, and above all, of the last Roman Pontiffs who have spoken 
very clearly concerning this sacrament. The appendix is devoted to di­
vorce, explaining its incompatibility to the Divine and Ecclesiastical Laws 
and rebuttling the arguments presented in its favor. 

The subject matter, in itself already of great interest, and the sane 
criterion with which the author makes his exposition, in all likelihood, 
recommend his lecture. So the priests as well as catholic lawyers can 
gain solid ideas in order to understand well the nature of the institution 
of matrimony and to be able to guide the faithful in the problems which 
present themselves relevant to its scope. 

If the notions and concepts contained in this books would be inculcated 
more in our Christian country then neither would there be lamentably an 
overwhelming rise of unhappy unions nor would there be woeful separa­
tions which are frequent in our society today. We, therefore, recommend, 
his lecture to unmarried and married people, laymen and priests with the 
assurance that all would be benefited fully from this bountiful source. 

The study of the nature of marriage is done by Fr. Garcia from the 
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provisions of both Canon and Civil Laws. He simplified them into one 
compact thing in the subject matter, which makes his piece doubly useful. 
It is full of commentaries coming from canonists and civilists, concerning 
the marital institution, pointing out some conflicting differences which 
separate them. 

CHRIST'S LIFE IN US. 

by. Bro. Dominic Edmund, F.S.C. 

(Pamphlet, size 5; X 8, 74 pages, A La Salle Publication, Manila) 

It takes a good educator like Bro. Dominic Edmund, with vast know­
ledge of teaching technics combined with practical psychology to make 
thomistic doctrines presentable and easy reading for high school boys and 
girls. 

The accommodated language coupled witfll clear diagrams bl'idges the 
gap which often hinders students from understanding catholic doctrines. 

Though intended for H.S. boys and girls, this booklet should be in 
the hands of teachers and parents above all who have a grave obligation 
to mold 1£le mind of children to good moral principles and right Christian 
living. 

The concise resolutions are practical and soul-stirring. 

FR. JEPHTE M. LUCENA, O.P. 

RIZAL'S "DEFENSA" or "APOLOGIA PRO VITA SUA" 

A "Must" for the Study of Rizal 
in our School and Colleges 

(20-page Pamphlet size 8~ X 11, a publication of J. Ma. Cavanna, 213 
San Marcelino, Manila) 

On the eve of our centennial celebration of Rizal's birthday, a long 
awaited publication, RIZAL'S "DEFENSN' or "APOLOGIA PRO VITA 
SUA" is offered to the public, in full, for the first time. This document, 
the least known and the most enlightening of our national hero's patriotic 
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writings, in an 8-page manuscript drafted by Rizal h,imself in his prison 
cell at Fort Santiago on December 12, 1896, and sent to his Defense Coun­
sel to acquaint him fully with "his cause". These pages written almost 
by the same time when, in all probability, Rizal was preparing the draft 
of his immortal ULTI MO ADIOS, proclaim the noble flame of patriotism 
that burned in the heart of our greatest hero. They are a master key to 
understand Rizal's life, works and writings, and to correct serious mis­
conceptions of his political program, his campaigns and his ideals. 

Facsimiles of the document's 8 pages in their actual size, facing the 
Spanish original text printed with a concurrent English translation, and 
introduced by some pertinent remarks, are the contents of the 20-page 
pamphlet. On the front cover, a portrait of Rizal, drawn by the hero 
himself, and on the back cover, a facsimile of his retraction holograph, 
in its actual size, are other interesting features. This booklet should be 
in the hands of all those who are interested to know Rizal's mind and heart 
from his own words, rather than from second-hand interpretations. 

Order your copies of RIZAL'S "DEFENSA" from J. Ma. Cavanna, 
213 San Marcelino, Manila, or from local bookstores. 

Price : 80 centavos a copy; 10% discount for orders of 100 or more. 

MEDITATIONS AND SPIRITUAL READ INGS 
by Fr. Froilan Monsanto 

(Booklet Form, size 4~ X 6, 156 pages) 

Fr. Monsanto's booklet offers a filler to prevent spiritual emptiness 
that likely may occur in the life of a very busy priest. 

A very handy vade mecum that can easily be tucked in one's pocket, 
it is divided into two parts; Meditations and Spiritual Readings. 

Eadil meditation is a "made-easy" one waiting to be imbibed, while 
the spiritual readings taken from the Imitation of Christ and the Gospels, 
are fundamental for the personal sanctification of a priest. 

The booklet reflects essential doctrines about the Priesthood, covers 
some "priest-alter Christus" aspects, and offers down-to-earth solutions 
and resolutions to lift a priestly soul higher to God. 

The Filipino priests SJlould be proud of Fr. Monsanto and other Fili­
pino priests who find time to write spiritual books for the sanctification 
of their brother-priests. 

FR. JEPHTE M. LUCENA, O.P. 
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THE CREATION OF THE FIRST FILIPINO CARDINAL 

by Lopez-Campos 

(Pamphlet, size 6 X 9 containing 40 pages with a preface by Dr. JOS6 

Ma. Hernandez and is a reprint of a series of a1·t~cles in THE CROSS, 
a Magazine of the Knights of Columbus in the Philippines. ) 

Noticeable after reading the pamphlet f rom cover to cover is the wide 
gap in style between the preface and the articles. 

Tille first article is like a river of flowing lines that drowns en­
thusiasms after a few pages. 

No doubt the colorful events narrated run smoothly, but so smoothly 
tlilat the tendency to slide down the lines is inevitable. 

The use of sub-titles such as : Creation, Its Meaning; Semi-Public 
Consistory; Public Consistory; Special Audience, could prevent "line­
slides". 

But in toto, it is a good narration; and as a historical piece, it should 
be included among Filipiniana Collections for posterity. 

FR. JEPRTE M. LUCENA, O.P. 
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