














































































































spirit of the whole world expects it, that a step forward be 
taken toward a doctrinal penetration and a formation of con­
sciences in faithful and perfect conformity to this sure immuta­
ble doctrine, which should be studied and expounded through 
the means our times demand. For the deposit of Faith or truth 
contained in our venerable doctrine are one thing, and the man­
ner in which they are enunciated, yet preserving the same 3ense 
and meaning is another" (A.A.S., 54, 1962, p. 792). 

Catholic exegetes and theologians are therefore granted all 
that liberty of research and judgment which is demanded by 
the scientific nature of their studies and by the pastoral aim 
of the 3alvation of souls, to which every activity within the 
Church must tend as to a supreme aim. There are limits, how­
ever, which cannot and must not be overstepped by the exegete, 
the theologi:m and the scientist who really intends to enlighten 
his own faith and that of other Catholics. The3e limits are 
marked by living magisterium of the Church, which is a 
proximate of truth for all the faithful as we ourselves have re­
called in the encyclical Mysterium fidei. In this encyclical, 
while denouncing certain explanation3 of the dogma of tran­
substantiation which disturbed the minds of the faithful, we 
reproved an excessive liberty in the interpretation of the dogma 
of the Christian religion 'as if everyone were permitted to con­
sign to oblivion doctrine already defined by the Church, or so 
to interpret it that genuine meaning of the words or the re­
cognized force of the concepts is extenuated" (A.A.S. 57, 1965, 
p. 755). 

Therefore, most beloved sons, bear always in mind in your 
discussions and conclusions the principles of 30und Catholic 
exegesis which were stated repeatedly by our most recent pre­
dece3sors and were recently confirmed in the dogmatic consti­
tution Dei Verbum on divine revelation. According to these 
principles, there is a close indispensable link between sacred 
tradition, sacred Scripture and the Church's magisterium, so 
that the council could conclude Chapter II on the transmission 
of Divine rffiTelation by affirming: "It is clear therefore that 
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sacred ~tradition, sacred Scripture and the teaching authority 
of the Church, in accord with God's most wise design, are so 
linked and joined together that one cannot stand without the 
others, and that all together and each in its own way under 
the action of the one Holy Spirit contribute · effectively to; the 
salvation of souls" (Chapter II, No. 10). 

Convinced therefore that the doctrine of original sin both 
regarding its t!xistence and universality, its character as true 
sin even in the descendants of A9.am and its sad consequences 
for soul and body) is a truth revealed by God in various pas~ 
sages of the Old and of the New Testament, but especially in 
the texts you well know of Genesis 3, 1~20, and of the Letter 
to the Romans, 5, 12-19, always take care, in scrutinizing and 
specifying the meaning of biblical texts, to observe the indi3-
pensable norms which stem from the analogia fidei (analogy 
of faith), from the declarations and definitions of the above~ 
mentioned councils and from the documents iS3ued by the Apos.­
tolic See. Thus you will be certain of respecting "id quod Ec~ 
c1esia cathoIica ubique diffusa semper intellexit" ("what the 
Catholic Church, wherever it has spread, has always under­
stood"» that is to say the sense of the universal Church, teach­
ing and learning, which the Fathers of the Second Council of 
Carthage, whi:.:h concerned itself with original sin against the 
Pelagians, considered "regulam fidei" ("a rule of faith") (Ca­
non 2). 

It is therefore evident that the explanations of original sin 
given by some modern authors will seem -to you irreconcilable 
with true Catholic doctrine. Starting from the undemonstrated 
premise of polygenism, they deny, more or less clearly, that 
sin from which so many cesspools of evil have come to mankind 
was first of all the disobedience of Adam, "first man," figure 
of that future (Second Vatican Council, constitution Gaudium 
et spes, No. 22; cf. also No. 13) committed at the beginning of 
history. Consequently these explanations do not even agree 
with the teaching of Scripture, of sacred tradition and the 
Church's magisterium) according to which the sin of the first 
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man is transmitted to all his descendants not through imitation 
but through propagation, "in each one as his own" ("inesi un i­
cuique proprium") and is "the death of the soul," that is, pri­
vation and not simple lack of holiness and of justice even in 
newborn babies (cf. Council of Trent, 5th session, cannons 2-3), 

But even the theory of "evolutionism" favored today by 
many scientists and not a few theologians owing to its pro­
bability will not seem acceptable to you where it is not decid­
edly in accord with the immediate creation ?f each and every 
human soul by God, and where it does not regard as decisively 
important for the fate of mankind the disobedience of Adam, 
universal protoparent (cf. Council of Trent, session 6, canon 2). 
That disobedience must not be considered as if it did not make 
Adam lose the holine~s and justice in which he was constituted 
(cf. Council of Trent session 5, canon 1). 

These are, beloved sons, the reflections and exhortations 
which we deemed opportune to direct to you at the beginning 
of your symposium. Under the light of the Saviour of all, 
.promised as the consolation and hope of our ancestors imme­
diately after their sin, you will investigate the abyss of human 
malice that has been dugged by original sin, which nonetheless 
has in Christ as its triumphant restorer, for "where sin aboun­
ded, grace did more abound through Jesus Christ Our Lord" 
(Rom. V, 20-21). 

In relation likewise to the theme, to which you are going 
to dedicate your attention, may the words of the Vatican I come 
true: "Reason illumbated by. faith, when it seek purely, pious­
ly, soberly, with the help of God, some knowledge of the my.3-
teries, obtains it with fruit" (Sess. III, c. 4). 

With the confident hope that the conclusions of your sym­
posium will be of weighty help to us in the fulfilment of our 
ministry as supreme guardian and interpreter of the common 
faith, we impart on you, as portent of celestial lights, our apos­
·tolic benediction. 



PASTORAL SECTION 

HOM ILETIC 

ALL SAINTS' DAY (November 1) 

CREATED FOR HEAVEN 

Unless we think about the next life, we cannot enjoy the present life. 
For to ignore the next life is to ignore the purpose of our present life. 
Heaven, H ell and Purgatory which make up the other world must be 
kept within our vision. Sometimes people remark: "God is so good tlnt 
there cannot be a H elL" But no one ever says: "He is too just. There 
cannot be a H eaven." The reason for this is: we know we are created 
for Heaven . 

The posse sien of God 

We have every reason to envy the Saints in Heaven some of whom 
are our own relatives. God has wiped away every tear from their eyes; 
they no longer mourn, nor cry, nor suffer pain, as we still do (Apoc. 2,4). 
They are at ?·est. This does not mean they are doing nothing for all 
eternity. In heaven, God will ing, we shall be doing what we want to do 
and doing it perfectly. W'e shall love the F-ather and Christ and the 
Spirit; we shall be united with them in a direct heart to heart f ashion. 
Love, we know, even here on earth, tends to unite the lovers . . The per­
fection of such a union will be realized only in heaven in the possession 
of God. 

We do not know exactly what this possession of God will be like. 
St. Paul says that in heaven we shall "know God as we are known," 
that we shall "see Him face to face." St. John says "we shall see H im 
as H e is." But what is God 1 

When Leon Bloy was dying, a fri end of his bent over and asked him, 
"What are you experiencing, Leon 1" The dying man replied, " A consuming 
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curiosity." What is God? We shall find its answer in heaven and only 
in heaven. The deepest torment of those in hell is the fact that they 
will remain eternally curious and eternally disappointed. They will never 
find out who God is, see Him face to face and p'ossess Him. 

Rejoicing with each other 

On February 25, 1945 a certain criminal (Tom Penney) was condemned 
to death in Kentucky's State Prison. On the last day of his life he wrote 
to his family: "I implore you, give tha\nks, everla ting thanks to the 
good God ... for giving me the grace to die a happy death. Keep your 
chins up. . .. I'll be watching and waiting to greet you." This man was 
facing reality squarely. In heaven we shall be united with each other. 
We shall eternally rejoice with each other. 

On earth we long to share ourselves with others. We use words and 
actions to prove this. On earth we try to love one another, to be united 
to each other. In heaven such love and uniol} will be complete. And for 
this reason, death, the temporary separation from our brother and sisters, 
should not be an unhappy event. We shall be able to share ourselves 
with others without having to USe words and signs. We shall understand 
each other as persons,-in God. We shall appreciate each other totally; 
this we can never achieve here below. We shall be close to each other; 
we shall add to each other's happiness. 

Possessing God and rejoicing with each other in the possession of 
God: this is the eternal peaceful activity of the Saints, this is what gives 
them the eternal rest we so desire for our relatives and friends and our­
selves. Let us cultivate this while we live on earth. For "as we live, 
so shall we die; and as we die, so shall we live for all eternity." 

PENTECOST XXIII (November 6) 

AWAITING OUR RESURRECTION 

The two mira.cles of our Lord, the cure of the woman with an issue 
of blood and the raising of the girl to life, aptly present what we profess: 
I believe in the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. The Lord 
cured the woman of her bodily infirmity; on the last day He will remove 
all the infirmities that now plague our bodies. He raised the dead girl 
to life; on the last day He too will raise us to everlasting life. 
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"Vita mutatm', non tollitur" 

"Everything ends with death" is unfortunately the cry of many, But, 
thank God, that is not true, For God made the soul and the body for 
one another ; and they want to be reunited, to be together again in the 
next world. 

This happy reunion will take place at the second coming of Christ in 
shining glory. Thus St. Paul says: "We look expectantly for the coming of 
our Lord J esus Christ to save us; He will form this humble body of 
ours anew, moulding it into the image of his g lorified body" (Phil. 3,21). 
Again "If the Spirit of Him who raised up J esus Christ from the dead 
dwell.s in you, He who raised up J esus Christ from the dead will give 
life to your perishable bodies too, for the sake of H is Spirit who dwells 
in you" (Rom. 8, 11) . And again Paul says : "·We groan in our hearts, 
waiting for the adoption which is the ransoming of our bodies from their 
slavery" (Rom. 8,2"3). 

God did not tell the exact nature of this new life. He knows we 
would not be able to bear such a revelation. "Eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive" the 
happiness God has prepared for those who love Him, 

A community in p'repa?'ation 

We all look forward to this coming of Christ which will usher in our 
resurrection. H ence, we must prepare together, as the Church, as "a 
community of persons in Christ." Part of our happiness in heaven will 
be our reuni on with those we love now. This shows our task in this life: 
we must prepare not only ourselves but also the whole Church for the 
resurrection. 

"Precisely because we are preparing for the world to come, it is 
our duty to effect her e and now a human and Christian world order, 

All this shows the extraordinary scope of oui- apostolate -our life 
has an import that is eternal, and not just for oUl'selves but for others" 
(R. H asseveldt). 

Christ prepared the Kingdom of God through suffering, hard 'work 
and obedience; He sacrificed His life fo r the sake of the Church to be 
saved. We prepare the Kin~dom in the same way. We prepare for our 
resurrection through suffering, hard work and obedience to God. We 
know that "the sufferings of the pre.sent time are not wOl-thy to be com­
pared with the glory which is to be revealed in us" (Rom. 8,18). 

While thus we wait for this glorious moment of our life, we should 
not cease praying "Maranatha : come, Lord J esus, come." On that day 
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we shall truly rest from hoping. On that day we shall love and praise 
without end. 

PENTECOST XXIV (November 13) 

THE CHRISTIAN LEAVEN 

One of the characteristics of our society today is the ever increasing 
"social relationships." Individuals as well as communities are incredibly 
linked one to another by reason of service. Our lives have become so 
complex that we need the services of many people to go through life 
c'ontentedly. In turn many other people, not only our families, need our 
services. 

This shows Us our task as Christians here on earth, which is to be 
leaven of the world. 

Make human society ?1wre human 

Far too many of us are insufficiently conscious of our responsibility 
as leaven of society. We do not allow 'our faith, our membership in the 
Church, to influence our daily life and · struggles. We are Christians in 
the world. And there should be no false opposition between our social 
life and our religious life. The two must penetrate each other, religion 
serving as a leaven to the great mass of our social activiti es. 

That was the way of Christ. When H e became man, He became truly 
man like ourselves. But He remained truly divine. H e took our human 
nature as it is -without .sin- to bring it to God. He leavened the world. 
He perfected everything that came His way. His presence made human 
society more human. Think, for 'example, of the Apostles, Za~chaeus, 

Nicodemus, Bartimaeus and Magd'alen. Contact with Christ, relationship 
with Him, made them more human. For Christ embraced everything that 
was human, men's tears, men's sweat, men's sufferings and endeavour, 
everything, e;xcept sin . 

"Whoever follows Christ the perfect man," the Vatican Council says, 
"becomes himself more of a man." The same must be true with us. When 
we become Christians we did not become angels, we did not became divine, 
we did not give up any "authentic human value." We gave up sin which 
made Us less human, and only that. Faith imposes on us "the right 
and the duty to throw ourselves into the things of the earth". To neglect 
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our duties as citizens of the world, the Council says, is to jeopardize our 
eternal salvation. Like Christ and with Christ we can make human 
society more human. Our contacts, our relationships with men must not 
make them 01' us less human. We serv·e our neighbors in order to perfect 
them and not in order to destroy them. 

Make human societ?~ holy 

Why do we want to make the people we come in contact with more 
human? Why do we want to contribute toward "making the family of 
man and its history more human? Bec'ause it is only in this way, per­
fected and without sin, that we can raise them to the level of God. 

That was the way of Christ. He sanctified everything that was 
perfectly human, men's tears, men's sweat, men's sufferings and 
endeavours. He sanctified our joys and our crosses. He leavened the 
crowd, and the world, with His Spirit. 

We follow Christ. We too must be a leaven to everyone that comes in 
contact with us and to everything that we handle, such as our business, 
social and professional activities. Someone has said: " By virtue of the 
Creation and, still more, of the Incarnation, nothing here below is profane 
for those who know how to see" (T. de Chardin). 

No matter how simple your life and my life may be, we shall en­
counter people. We shall be linked with them by reason of service. Let 
this contact be for a purpose: to make ourselves more human, perfect 
wi thout sin, and thus to save ourselves. 

(Cf . Vatican II's Pasto?'al Constitution on the Church in the Modern 
World, Nos. 40-45.) 

LAST SUNDAY OF PENTECOST (November 20) 

COME, LORD JESUS! 

"Consider the end." That is the message of the Church for this 
last Sunday of the Liturgical Year. " Consider the end." And the 
Church adds with our Lord: "Watch because you do not know when the 
end will come." 
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The signs of the time 

Here is an important truth which we must consider, meditate upon, 
not only today but d'aily. Christ will come on the last day of the world to 
judge the living and the ·dead. We feel a little uneasiness about this 
article of the Creed; we do not know when and how soon Christ will 
come in His glory. "Of that day and hour no one knows not even the 
apgels of heaven, but the Father only." However, Christ foretold certain 
~igns which will warn us of His .second coming. 

First, H e said the Gospel will have been preached in the wl:ole world 
(Mt. 24,14). The Gospel is being preached today in the world. But up 
to what extent did Christ mean it should be preached before H e retums? 

Second, people will apostatize and sink in sin (Lk. 18,8). How can 
we be sure that Christ did not mean the apostasy and sin of many people 
today? It will come, He said, when people will be eating and drinking 
and merrying. 

Third, the anti-Ch.rist will work false miracles. " The man of sin," 
"the son of perdition" referred to by St. Paul. Who he really is we 
cannot point exactly. When will he make his appearance? Is he already 
with us? We .do not know. 

Fourth, Christ said definitely: "The stars will fall from the heavens; 
the sun will be darkened; the moon will not give its light; the foundations 
of heaven will be shaken" (Mt. 24,29). But "of this day and hour no 
one knows ... but the Father only." 

One thing, my brethren, i.s certain: Christ will come again. And 
another thing is certain: this event will come as a complete surprise for 
the whole world. Men will be doing their business as on any other day; 
then He will come. 

"I say to all, Watch" 

We cannot say earnestly that nothing will happen the way it was 
foretold by Christ. We should rather admit that there is a possibility 
of things happening as foretold and that much of what is happening in 
the world today leads to this end. 

Annually we manufacture nearly 100 million watches alld clocks. 
How anxious we are to measure time. And this time is running out! 
And how little time we have for God. How few of us seem to care about 
"the 'day and the hour the Son of Man will come." W e >are anxious 
about many things except about those really necessary for salvation. Like 
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the five wise virgins we must be prepared to meet the Heavenly Bride­
groom. Like the faithfu l servant, we await the coming of the Heavenly 
Master. 

This preparation should be done now, while there is yet time. We 
cannot afford to delay. Time is running out and we do not know when 
and how soon He will come. This preparation means: grace in our souls, 
fidelity to our duties, fidelity to God. Thus we view our life in the light 
of His second coming. 

In every Mass we proclaim Christ's coming when we tell the priest: 
"Bless us, Father, that we may joyfully work with Christ to change the 
world unt il H e come.s back to take us all over into H is eternal glory." 
(Cf. OU1' Coml1mnity Mass) . And we answ~r, and this should be our 
prayer always: "Come, Lord J esus, come!" 

ADVENT I (November 27) 

CHRISTMAS AND THE PAROUSIA 

Today we start another Liturgical Year, with its opening season 
called Advent. Advent refers to the coming of Christ. All at once we 
think of His coming on Christma s. We must find it st range that, year 
after year, we prepare to welcome Christ, whereas we know H e has already 
come and is "dwelling" with us. Our life surely is not a "make-believe." 
Advent season is. really a preparation for two events : for the commemo­
ration of Christ's coming in the past and for His real coming in the 
future . 

If H e had never come 

On Christmas we will celebrate Christ's first coming into onr world. 
The four weeks of Advent correspond to the thousands of year during 
which the world waited for His coming. 

Preparation, desil'e, longing for Christmas are usually the dispositions 
we develop or arouse during Advent. But we know He has already come. 
His coming in poverty, in the garment of a slave, should rather have a 
deep meaning for us in terms of g1·atitude . Here is t he reason. 

If Christ had never come, after our first parents f ell, our life would 
have been a meaningless life. Our life as well a s our world would be 
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without hope. Our suffering would be without value or merit. Our 
relationships with each other WQuid be ruled by one law: "an eye for 
an eye .... " We would not recognize Our Father; and hence we would 
not understand the meaning of the brotherhood of men. And of course 
there would be sin all over; we would be tortured by qualms of c.onscience; 
and there would be no forgiveness. 

Our imagination is not vivid enough to picture a world abandoned by 
God, a world to which the "promise" was never given, a world into which 
Christ never was born. For God did not condemn us to suffer what we 
now try to imagine. Adam sinned. And God in His tender mercy promised 
to send a saviour to redeem him. This is the spirit which we want to 
arouse as we prepare to celebrate His first coming: "Lord, thank you 
for coming; thank you for giving us hope." 

He will still come 

Advent means that and more. It is a preparation, a longing, for a 
real event, namely, the actual and visible appem'ance of Christ, no longer 
in the garment of a slave, but in the garment of a glorious judge and 
king. This is the reason why the Church chose the Gospel on the second 
coming for this Sunday. As He came visibly into our world the first 
time, so visibly He will return to our world. And our hope lies in this 
l'cturn of Christ. ' 'We were to look forward, blessed in our hope, to the 
day when there will be a new dawn of glory, the glory of the great God, 
the glory of our Saviour Jesus Christ" (Tit. 2,13) . 

"But the second coming is still far off!" ---':Well, we do not want 
to:- be caught by surprise. We do. not want the dopr to be shut, while we 
are still buying oU for our lamps. We should keep our lamps burning. 

"What does this return have to do with the daily struggles of life?" 
-We must get ready now. The very thought of His return in glory 
as our J udge should help us live our lives with the joys and sufferings 
tha t come to all of us. 

(Cf. Good Tidings, Vol. IV, No.6; Amen, No. 5. Published by the 
East Asian Pastoral Institute, Manila.) 

REV. FR. ANGEL N. LAGDAMEO 



CASES AND QUERIES 

LA OBLIGACI6N MORAL DE LAS LEYES ECLESIASTICAS 

El P. Luis lleva yo, muchos anos oyer/do confe­
siones. CO'YIW ve que los penitentes se acu;san, cas-i 
habitualmente, de no haber oido misa los dias de p1"e­
cepto y, p1"eguntandolos con disC1"ea~On, advierte que 
no mms veces deben oons-iderarse d.i<;pensados de la 
obse1"Vancia de esa ley, ya por enferme(j;rJ,d, ya por 
otms causas, se ha forw.-ado la opinion de que las leyes 
eclesiasticas no obligan NUNGA sub gravi. Hasta 
encuentra avalado su parecer por el axioma corr.~ente 
en teolo[fia ' "leges positivae non obligant cum gmvi 

incommodo", dando por descontado que esta g1'ave in-
comodidad existe siempre, aun C1ictIn.do no sea siempre 
'YIw/rl4iesta. 

Siguiendo esa op.inion, aconseja a su,s penitentes 
que no se preocupen de la eventual transgresion de las 
leyes de la Iglesia; sino que insistan, mas bien, en el 
examen de cono~encia, sobre el amora Di()s y al pro­
jimo, senalado por N. S . Jesucristo C01no el supremo y 
unico venwAlero mandamiento de Dios. 

Esta S1£ opinion y conducta la expone cierto dia a 
un amig,o suyo, el P. Juan; quien le echa en cara el 
habe1' obrado arbitra'fllamente y de haber escandalizado 
a los fieles; le insta a que rep are el escandalo dado; y 
le impone 0 de obrar en adelante en confo1'midad con 
la doctTina de la Igles-ia 0 de renuncia(r al 'YI'Linisterio 
del confesionario; amenazandole, en caso contrario, 
con denunciaTle al Superior. 

J Que decir de la conducta del P. Luis y de su ami­
go el P. Juan? 

Recordemos, primeramente, la doctrina del Tridentino : "Si 
quis dixerit, baptizatos liberos esse ab omnibus sanctae Eccle-
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siae praeceptis, quae vel scripta vel tradita sunt, ita ut ea ob­
servare non teneantur, nisi se sua sponte illis submittere vo­
luerint: A. S. (Denz. 864). Y tengamos tambien presente que 
Inocencio XI condeno esta proposicion: "Praeceptum servandi 
festa non obligat sub mortali, seposito scandalo, si absit con­
temptus" (Denz. 1202). 

De que con frecuencia esten algunos dispensados de oil' 
misa en los domingos y dias festivos no se sigue, como pretende 
el P. Luis, que las leyes ·eclesiasticas NUNCA obligan sub gravi: 
una cosa es la dispensa y otra la ley; esta se da a la comunidad ; 
aqueIla, a alguno 0 algunos de sus miembros. Si todos estu­
vieran dispensados, la ley resultaria completamente inutil. Y 
el P. Luis debia tener en cuenta que la dispensa de la ley pi de 
facultad de jusrisdicci6n; en el caso puede darla el parroco 
(can. 1245 § 1), pero no pueden darsela los simples fieles. 

El axiom a comtmmente admitido de que la incomodidad 
grave excusa de la ley positiva, vale si cuando se trata de in­
comodidad extrinseca a la observancia de la ley ; pero esta in­
comodidad extrinseca no existe siempre, ya latente ya manifiesta, 
pOl'que, de otro modo, dejaria de existir la ley y el Iegislador 
perderia su tiempo. 

EI P. Luis insiste en el arnor aDios y al projimo, como 
supremo y unico (dice) mandamiento de Dios. 

Al decir unico, olvida que hay en el Evangelio otros pre­
ceptos dados POl' el Sefior. No solo se nos advjerte: "Si vis 
ad vitam ingredi, serva mandata" (Mt. 19, 17), es decir el De­
calogo, donde ya existia el precepto sabatico; mas hay tambien 
otros preceptos, ya morales, como la indisolubilidad del matri­
monio (Me. 10, 5 sigs.), ya sacramentales, como el de recibir el 
bautismo (10. 3,5) y la Eucaristia (lo. 6,54), ya de la fe (Mc. 
16,16; 10. 8,24). Y olvida que no pocos .preceptos, distintos del 
de la caridad, tienen con este conexi on tan intima que sin su 
observancia tam poco este se observa y que se han puesto POl' 
~eparado porque no todos los f ieles logran penetrar el alcance 
de ese precepto que ya el Salvador llam6 supremo (Mt.22,38) 

Mas porque es tal, se sube hasta el por escalones, observan­
do los otros preceptos, que por tanto son medios y medios ne­
cesarios para llegar al amor. EI P. Luis se ha deslumbrado 
ante la palabra de S. Agustin: "Ama y haz 10 que quieras" (in 
I 10. tr. 7,n.8; PL 35, 2033) ; sin percatarse de que los medios 
para lograr la perfeccion de la caridad son luego redundancia de 
esta ya lograda perfecci6n; como la vida activa dispone a la 
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contemplativa y es mas tarde su efecto 0 resultado. Mas esa 
perfeccion de la caridad la tuvieron los santos; no la atribuya 
eJ P . Luis a todos sus penitentes. 

Muy bien el P. Juan al reprocharle el escandalo dado a los 
fieles, enseiiandoles una doctrina faIsa; e incluso al imponerle 
que repare ese escandaIo, aunque 10 habia dado POl' ignorancia 
(como esta obligado a apagar el fuego quien 10 puso invo1un­
tarlamente a Ia casa de su vecino) , Y oportunamente Ie obIi-
go a cambial' de conducta ° a dejar el confesonario; amen a­
zandole con avisar, en otro cas 0 , a1 Superior para que Ie pro­
hiba, POl' incompetente, el ministerio. 

P. LUMBRERAS, o.P. 
, : j 
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LOCA L 

Bishop Arca,ira New Auxili·ary in 
Malolos. - Auxiliary Bishop Leo­
poldo Arcaira, of Zamboanga, has 
bee'D. named Auxiliary to Bishop 
Manuel del Rosario in Malolos, ac­
cording to word received by the 
Apo tolic Nunciature here. 

Bishop Arcaira was named to the 
Zamboanga post in November 196!. 
Prior to that he was parish priest 
of Ermita and vicar forane. H o 
was also a member of the ecclesias­
t ical tribunal of Manila archdiocese. 

Born in Tanza, Cavite, Bishop Ar­
caira is a graduate of San Carlos 
Seminary and the Gregorian Univ­
ersity in Rome where he obtained 
his doctorate in Sacred 'rheology 
and baccalaureate in Canon Law. 

H e was ordained in R ome on Oc­
tober 26, 1930 by Bishop J . Dubows­
ky, D.D. After his return to the 
Philippines in 1932, he was assigned 
to various parishes including Caba­
natuan, 1 . E.; Olongapo, ubic, 
Cast illejos in Zambales; Concepcion, 
Malabon, Rir.al, San ~iigue l in ~'la­

nila and his hometown, Tanza, Ca­
vite. 

H e was made a Domestic Prelate 
of Hi s H oline s on J anu1l ry 17, 
1956. 

Seminar on Lay Apostolate in 8 0-
rongan.- Coinciding with its thi rd 
Diocesan Convention of Catholic Ac­
tion in the diocese of Borongan, the 
first seminar on the Lay Apostolate 
Decree was held on AugusL 1 -19, 
1966 in Guiwan, Samar . 

Inspiring messages from His 
Eminence Rufino J . Cardinal San­
tos, His Excellency the Apostolic 
Nuncio Carlo Martini, Archbishop 
Julio R . Rosales of Cebu anel Arch­
bishop Teofisto Alberto chairman of 
the episcopal commission on Catho­
lic Action highlighted the opening 
ceremonies of the convention-semI­
nar . 

Capping the morning ession was 
the awarding rites for 19 recipients 
of the Catholic Action of the Phil­
ippines medal of merit. The hono­
rees were Mrs. Basilia . Baqui lod, 
Mrs. Aquilino Valdemore, Mr. 1\10-
desto Clacito, Mrs. Patricia Can­
didu, Don Gerardo 1\1orrero, Dona 
Josefa avidad, Mrs. I sabel A. Gon­
zales, Miss Jacoba Villas, Mr . I sido-
1'0 aporan, Mr. Nicolas Fideles, 
Mrs. Maria R olea, Mrs. Feliciana 
D. Cabus, Mrs. J acobe Bajado, Miss 
Elena Mabao, Miss Sol C. Latorre, 
Miss Mila O. Flores, Miss Carmen 
A rcales, Mrs. Idelfonsa. Dado and 



Mr. Bartolome A. Bertos. They 
came from various parishes in the 
diocese. 

. Addressing the awardees, Bishop 
Vicente P. R eyes, national directo!' 
of Catholic Action, reminded the 'ho­
,nores of their daily increasing du­
ties and responsibili t ies attached to 
the leadership in the lay apostolate, 
each one endeavoring to li ve the 
saintly and exe.mplary way, eac'h 
one collaborating more closely ,than 
ever amO'll.g themselves and wi th th e 
hierarchy of the Church. 

As guest speaker from Manila, 
Very R ev . George J. Willmann, 
.J. spoke on the " Formation for 

t he Ap)Stolate" j R ev. Fr. Conrado 
BaJagapo diocesan chancellor talked 
on .. External Rel a tionsh ips" j Msgr. 
Maximiano Cruz, vicar and pastor 
of Catbalogan lectured on " Objec­
tives of the Lay Ap!)stolate" j Msgr. 
Manuel Salvador . vicar general 
of Cebu Q1scoursed on " The Voca­
tion of the Lai ty to t t-e Aposto­
late" j whil e MI' . Bartolome A. Ber­
tos pointed out the varied fields of 
t he lay apostolate in the model'll 
world. 

Mr . Luisa R . Lorenzo national 
president for the Council of W omen 
delivered a brief but stirring appea l 
to the conventionists for ass istance 
in minimizing t he exodus of inno­
cent young girl s to the urban cen­
ters where they inevitably fall in to 
evil way ending more often in 
prostitution houses. econding her 
appeal an . pecia l resolu t ion was 
adopted and passed by the assembly. 

Other r esolu t ions unanimously 
voted on wero on aid ing t he con-
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struction of the national head­
.quarters of Catholic Action of the 
Philippines, urging parish council 
presidents and secretaries to keep 
weekly regular hours , ca mpaign for 
more confirmation in the diocese, 
for punctual and regular meetings 
and periodic communications with 
the higher council s, 'for lay apostles 
to take every opportunity to deve­
lop themselves spiritua lly, morally 
and intellectually, enjoini"Iig men to 
Join the cursillos de cristianidad . 

In closing the convention-seminar 
His Excellency, Most R ev. Vicente 
P. R eyes, admonished his audience 
to bear constant ly in mind the ring­
ing challenge of our t imes to those 
who coule! give Hleir zeal and time 
for the sanctification of their n eigh­
bors. Point ing out the t h eme of t he 
convention II Eve.ry Cat hOlic an Apos­
tle" he said that vil·tue of our bapt­
ism ane! incorpora t ion into the Mys­
t ical Body of Christ We have ceased 
to become isolationist, we have got 
tn ~ba re with our fellow men t he 
fullness and abundance of Christo­
oriented life. 

II Diocesan Convention-Seminar 
of Catholic Action at Kawit, Cavite. 
- 'l.'hc Central Committee of Catholi c 
Action of t he Diocese o f Imus held 
its econd Diocesan Convention­
Seminar last 24 September 1~66 at 
the OWI, headoual' ter~ at Kawi t, 
Cavite .. ']'he theme of the semina r 
was the II Ecumenical C!)uncil Decree 
on the Lay Apostolate" . 

The day star ted with t he reg­
istration of delegates and various 
representatives of di oce~an catholic 
organiza tions, 'fh e session opened 
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with a profession of faith and- pledge 
of allegiance followed by the salu­
tatory address of Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
M. de Leon, d-irector of the local 
catholic action. 

Highlights of the sympo ium 
fcatured the following invited 
speakers with their respective 
topics to which '3.n open forum af­
ter each talk ensued: Introduction 
and Chap. I-Rt. Rev. Msgr. J us­
tino Ortiz ; Chap. II, Ob;ectives,-

Rev. Fl'. Miguel Nuguid ; Chap. II I 
Fields of the Lay Apostolate-Dr. 
Jose Ma. Hernandez ; Chap I V 
Forms of the Lay Apostolate-Atty. 
An£]res Decepida; Chap. V, Exter­
nal Relationships - Atty . Ramon 

Dagasan; Chap. V I, Formation of 
Members - R t . R ev. Msgr. Pedro 
Abad. 

Most Rev. Artemio G. Casas, bish­
op of Imus, concluded the conven­
tion. 
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BERNHARD HARING, The New Covenant, 281 pp., London: BURNS & 

OATES, 42s. 

Bernhard Haring is the author of The Law of Christ and a leading 
member of Schema XIII papal commission. It is his purpose in this 
book, which is in many ways ·an extension of The Law of Christ, 
to explain the sacramental basis of the Christian experience. Christ 
has already been called the sacrament of the ' encounter with God 
and it is this theme that Father Haring expands by writing about 
each sacrament in all its aspects. The Christian experience is deter­
mined by the type of :!wareness of the present and the future which 
the sacramental man possess. His heart is set on the next world but 
he is fully aware of the needs of the present time. He experiences 
here and now the effective work of the grace of God because he 
knows that his J hope in the future is inseparable from his experience 
of his redeem ed existence on earth. For the Church is the sacrament 
of Christ's love and of his word; and his word is the message of 
salvation proclaimed by the Church pre-eminently through the 
sacraments. Har ing urges us not to separate Christ sacraments for 
they are his acts and through them we encQlUllter God; they are signs 
of God's love for us and therefore they proclaim the decisive law 
for Christians, a law of love in a t ime of grace. This is the point 
from which F ather Haring proceeds and the result is an outline of 
the Christian life in terms of the sacraments. 

In the form of theological meditations Father Haring offers a 
wealth of ideas from which the reader can select whichever theme 
suits his purpose on any occasion. This book will be of inestimable 
value to parents and teachers, and to those asked to give sermons or 
retreats. 

CARDIN AL BOOKS : 

• The Letters of St. Teresa, volumes I and II, pp. 1006, Translated 
and edited by E . ALLISON PEERS from the critic·a! edition of P . 
Silverio de Santa T.sr esa, iLondon, BURNS OATES & WASIH­
'BOURNE LTD ., 1965, 12s. 6d. net. 

"A work on St. Teresa bearing the name of ,professor Allison 
Peers no longer needs recommendation. St. T.sresa is privileged 
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to have, as her English translator and editor, one who knows her 
better than many of her contemporaries". Furrow 

• The Sign of Jonas, pp. 354, by THOMAS MERTON, London, 
BURNS AND OATES, 1961, 6s. net. 

The Sign of Jonas is the kind of journal which is the envy of 
every religious who has ever attempted to keep a diary or who 
has ever recorded his spiritual aspirations. . . writing of the high· 
est spiritual quality and of the finest literary merit" - Downside 
Review. 

• The Priest and the Sick in Mind, pp. 124, by A.A.A. TERRUWE, 
M.D., Translated and edited by CONRAD W. BAARS, M.D. and 
JORDAN AUMANN, O.P., S .T .D., London, BURNS & OATES, 
1959, 7s. 6d. net. 

"This book is worth the attention of a priest who wishes to 
avail himself of the best results of modern psychological research 

In the pag,es of this book will be found a fair stateffi,3nt of 
what has been achieved by reputable psychologists and much 
light is thrown upon their work" - Beda Review. 

• A P"iest f01'eve1' , pp. 234, by FR'ANCIS J. RIPLEY, [.ondon, 
BURNS & OATES, 1960, lOs. 6d. net. 

The first three chapters of the book are a summary of the 
principles of the spiritm:l life. The call of priesthood for complete 
dedication is exemplified by a young man's progress through the 
minor orders, which are described in the fourth chapter. Then 
author comments on different topics as charity, humility, priestly 
life, parochial visitation, lay apostolate, and on various devotional 
practices. Finally, the priest will find in the last part of book 
example for his encouragement. 

• Father Faber, pp. 374, by RONALD CHAPMAN, London, BURNS 
& OATES, 1961, '1'2s. 6d. net. 

"We are much in debt to Mr. Ronald Chapman for his patient 
study of the voluminous sources and for his skill in reducing them 
to a lively narrative. This is the best book we shall have about 
Faber for many years and we can be grateful" . ~ EVELYN 
WAUGH in the Sunday T imes. 
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