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"Another vital step which needs be taken is the complete revision 
and overhauling of the religious beliefs of the youths, which should 
be directed to a far wider horizon of reasoned Faith . .. "13 

Reves finds Freemasonn' as thc "redeemer" of mankind from the "age­
old traditions of mental serfdom ... immoralities dictated bv the hypocris·ies, 
superstitions and selfishness of our misdirected and ill-established customs 
and st3ndards." 

The Bill that seeks to stab11ize the public school financing is Masonic 
in origin. This Bill appears to be innocenth' seeking the relief of the 
public schools from financial problems. In reality, it seeks to squeeze reli­
gious instruction out by requiring more time for the teaching of subjects 
considered most important. In fact, it aims to do away with the services 
of professions, such as lawyers, phnicians, priests, etc. \Vhile it aims to 
emphasize culture, only the "desirable" trad·itions and virtues of our people 
8re to be taught. In the light of thought, Philippine Catholic 
traditions are not desirable. Hypocrisy! 

\Vc note the last portion of the "Grand Master's Mcssage" in Cable 
T OWl regarding the proposed Bm: 

"H. C. \Vells once said: 'The future holds for us either educa­
tion or catastrophe'. The Supreme Council and the Grand Lodge 
of the Republic of the Philippines may not have had this particular 
quotation in mind, however, they launched a joint program for the 

of the Public School System of the Philippines in order 
to make it financially stable. If the legislative Bill that our com­
mittee15 has prepared, prospers, it will show that the Masons of the 
Philippines have made a contribution to democracy and education -in 
this country." 

The Masons, of course, have not made contribution to the uplift 
of educational standards in our countrv, as the Grand Mason himself saYs. 
\Vhat they contributed thus far is the godlessness of our schools. . 

.'0 CT., July, 1961, pp. 16-17. 
'" April, 1961. 
"The committee members are found in Tow. Among them are 

found: Conrado Benitez, Leopolda Ruiz of Silliman, Luis Reyes, Bewley. (July, 
1961, p. 26) Masons awa.rded for the;r work in the field of education re­
ceiVEd gold medals in 1951, the Golden Anniversary of 
Educolonal System. 'These were: Gilbert s. Perez, Rafael Pa:ma, 
benitez, Arcad:o Mateia, Luis F. Reyes, Camilc Osias (3 gold medals), Cecil;o 
Putong, Benito Pailgilincn, V€nancio Trinidcd, Isauro Gabaldon (2 ']o'd rnE'da!<;i, 
WilLam Howard Taft, Vicente Francisco, Luther B, Bev.ley, and Teodoro R. 
Yangc0 (BARADI, MAURO, Freemason and Freemasonry, Ledda Press, Inc. 
Man"", 1956, pp. 61-63,) 
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It ,is heartening to know, however, that the present Secretary of Educa­
tion Alejandro Roces does not see the practicabilitv of the proposed Bill. 
The plan to revamp the educational system submitted bv Fr. Araneta of 
_-\teneo de ~Ianila is presently considered as better16 • \Ve expect tempest 
from Masonic Qnarters. 

SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE 

Masons stand far a hostilc scparatian af Church and State. From 
the Malolas Cangrcss dawn to. our days, the so-called separation of Church 
and State has been the theme harped on continuously b,- them. They 
fear the Church as much as they fear the -influence of grace on their lives. 

Virata expresses the Masanie sentiment in the following \vords17 : 

"It is said that church intern:ntion in the government is tyranny. 
The late Brother Austin Craig, histary professor in the University of 
the Philippines, wrote: 'It was a churchman in politics ,,-ho accom­
plished the illegal deportation in chain of Gov. Salcedo. and the mur­
der of GO\-. Bustamante; and it was another churchman in politics 
who caused the assasination of Diego Silang in 1762; the garroting 
af Padres Burgos, Gomez, and Zamora in 1872: and the treac!"!erous 
deportation of Dr. Rizal in 1892.' I wish to add, if I may, that the 
immediate cause of the Revolution of 1896 were the abuses of the 
Friars and the meddling of the C~urch in the afairs of the State. In 
the Pact of Biak-na-Bato on December 14, 1897, their expulsion was 
decreed and the separation of Church and State was supported. For, 
indeed, withaut the separatian of Church and State, freedom and 
democracv will not survive. As \Iasons we are in duh- bound to 
uphold and defend the separation of Church and State i(our country 
is- to remain free and sovereign." 

\Ve note a godless attitude in the statement of Mason Bro. Fredrick 
J. Kcvetter and the jack of respect for the Catholic Church which is put 
down to the level of man-made religions: "To be true to the Constitution 
and to Masonry we must treat all religions alike. Therefore, we must join 
the writers of the Bill of Rights and use our slogan 'The Separation of 
Religion and State'." \Ve note here the separation of religion, not of a 
particular church, and State. 

There are still a few other Masons who consider the Catholic Church 
as bad as Communism. After stating that Communism does not respect 
constitutional freedoms, the Mason says, "Moreover, because the Rom3n 

16 Manila Chranicle, January 21 
IT car Eastern Masonry, pp. 38-39 
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Catholic Church is also an enormously wealthy business organization, it 
i< a very active and powerful political force and constitutes a yery real and 
present danger to our constitutional freedoms."1s 

The Church, Masons maintain, is guilty of crimcs most abominable 
to society. (They do not prove these "crimes".) "These are the facts of 
history," says Dr. Nieva. "T1le Roman Catholic Church has been guilt\ 
of the most serious crimes against humanity from the INQUISITORIAL 
PRACTICES in Europe to the outright usurpation of tcmporal govern­
mental powers in the Philippines." 

P;:.st Mastcr Juan Nabogn has expressed in clear tcrms the uncom­
prosing stand of Masonry against the Church. But tressing "historical" 
arguments from Satan's tempting our Lord down to the ex-Jesuit Father 
Joaquin Jaramillo's "deprivation" of ministerial faculties in the Archdio­
ceses of Manila and Nueva Segovia, Nabong maintains the B1shops are out 
to est3blish a temporal power subject to the Vatican State. 

It is very flattering to learn from Nabong himself, howcyer, how the 
Church has remained strong in spite of :r..·1asonic efforts. His utterances 
arc very revealing: 19 

"It is clear however that although the power of Spain has been 
forever broken in the Philippines, the ecclesiastical pO\\-eT and in­
fluence of the Roman hierarchy has remained, becoming stronger than 
ever." 

* * * * * * 
"That this ecclesiast1cal power is still in full control and in­

fluence today, we have tho recent case of Father Hilario Lim ... " 

"Recent events have shown that notwithstanding our inde­
pendence, the influence of the Roman hierarchy is growing stron~er 
everyday. It will require the constant vigilance of all libcrtv-minded 
Filipinos (He means the Masons!) to watch, lest the libcrty which 
our forefathers have so hard to obtain, might be lost by us bv forfeit." 

* * * * * * 
Another Mason, Leopoldo Yabes of V.P. , madc the following heart­

ening news of the strength of the Church: 

"The Filipino struggle for freedom of the intellect h;]s been 
long and arduous. It has been attended with setbacks and defe3ts 
and with some periodic successes. As of today the struggle enters a 

.. C. T ., January, 1961, p. 81. 
'" C. T., January, 1959, P:=>. 75-81. 
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critical stage and the fight ahead appears to be more arduous than 
e\'er because of the cunning and insidiousness of the enemies of free­
dom."20 

Morc important still is the official admission of the strength of the 
Catholic Church made in the 44th Annual Communication of Masons 
in 1960. Past Master Jose E. Racela, making a report to the Craft on 
the activities of his committee on Fraternal Correspondence, stated: 

"Our cnemies are well organized and increasingly active. If we 
arc to be cffective against them we must be united against them. 
Masons of whatever segment must unite as ne\'cr before and allow 
no contention to exist among them to destroy their unanimity of 
purpose. The heads of the various groups of Masons in the Philip­
pines, thc Blue Lodge, the Scottish Rite, the Commandery, the 
Council, the Roval Arch and the Shriners' Club should establish a 
committcc on Masonic Co-operation." 

PrevioU5 warnings were sounded by other people, like Bocobo alld 
evcn Recto. Texts of their speeches delivered before Masons have 
been reproduccd presumably to keep alive the message against the Church 
contained in them. A portion of Bocobo's speech entitle "Growing Menace 
to Separation of Church and State in the Philippines" runs as follows: 

"Freemasonry in the Philippines has been a mighty force and 
influcnce against e\'ery attempt to destroy freedom of the mind and 
of the spirit. Upon you largely depends whether the ominous shadow 
that is beginning to project itself over our country, the spectre of 
obscurantism and of spiritual slavery will become more and more 
dangerous until the dark days of the Spanish friars shall return. 

"I shall speak to you of the 'Growing Menance to Separation of 
Church and State in the Philippines.' That threat you all know be­
cause you see or read in the papers about it almost every day. .. This 
menacc comes from the Roman Catholic Church."21 

Like Nabong, Bocobo states that aim of the Church in the Philip­
pines is to set up a Vatican world empire to which the country is subject. 
This is the program of the Vatican, he says, as shown in Ireland, Quebec, 
Spain, Portugal, Argentina, Boli\'ia, Colombia, etc. 

To prove his point Bocobo cites eight instances: 1) The Vatican 
diplomatic relations here; 2) the Vatican's granting "knighthood and 
decorations to prominent Filipinos, just like any other political state"; 3) 

'() April, 1959, p. 115, Cable Tow. 
21 C. T., September, 1954, p. 726. 
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"the law of the Pope that the Catholic Church is superior to the State a~ 
far as Catholics are concerned"; 4) the Bishops' meddling in politics which 
renders the election of a Mason or Protestant impossible; 5) the priests' 
attack against "godless public schools"; 6) . the offering of prayers only b~' 
Catholic Bishops and not by ministers of other sects in official public 
programs; 7) the successful attempts of railroading Bills in Congress; 8) 
the opposition to Rizal books. 

Silly as they are, the accusations onk show how cheap and shall 0\" 

an enemy of the Church can become. And come to think that these ac­
cusations' come from a Bocobo! 

Indeed, we are constrained to admit the strength of the Chureh from 
the utterances of the enemy. \Ve know how strong we hit from the re­
bound. 

From Masonic writings it appears that incidents felt by l\Iasons were: 
1) the printing of Marian and the t,,·o Eucharistic Congresses Stamps2~: 

2) President l\Jagsaysay's consecrating the Filipino people to the Sacred 
Heart23 ; 3) suppression of the printing of Agoncillo's "RemIt of the 
Masses" at government expense2\ -+) the proposal of SOllle Catholic ele­
ments to ha\'e the U .P. establish a Department of Religion~u; 5) loss of 
Masonic membership due to jobs offered by Catholic institutions26 ; 6) 
Fr. Arthur \Veiss' exposition of the tie-up between Masonry and Com­
munism27; 7) the Plenary Council's condemnation of Masonry28; 9 ) un­
relentless campaign of organizations against Masonry2!l; 10 ) the progress 
of Catholic Action30; 11) the growth of Catholic schools31 ; 12 ) the defea t 
of the proposed law granting divorce. 

Incidentally, there is a: curious letter addressed to Msgr. Alfredo Pole­
drini, Vatican City, Italy, on June 29, 1959.32 The letter was signed by 
William H . Quasha in the name of Freemasonry. The letter reveals that 
Masons ask the Holy Father to withdraw his encyclical on Masonry and that 
some Catholic organizations would be authorized to meet with Masonic 
representati\'es to discuss the ways and means to solve mutual problems. 

" Far Eastern Freemasonry, p . 38 
" Far Eastern Fr., 1.c. 
24 C. T., April, 1959, p. 18. 
" c. T., April, 1959, p. 18. 
"c. T., April, 1959, p. 119. 
"c. T., January, 1961, p. 115. 
28 C. T., May-July, 1958, p. 17. 
'" C. T., Sept., 1954, p. 728. 
30 C. T., Sept., 1954 p. 726. 
31 Sept., 1954, p. 729. 
"c. T. , Jan., 1960, p. 115. 
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The Icttcr also asks the Holy Father to join hands \yith t\lasO!~ry in 
the fight against Communism. But it also insidiously attacks "certain 
parish priests in thc Philippines (who) had been responsible for the persecu­
tion of Masons and their familics and had issued pamphlets which werc 
derogatory towards Masonry and which accused the Masons of being Com­
munists and of being in league with the Devil." 

'Vhile the letter is worded rcspectfully and apparently seeks some 
understanding, there is nothing in J\Iasonic language before or after the 
date of writing that would proHl Masonic sincerity. The letter could have 
been written only to find out if thc Church, on the evc of the Ecume­
nical Council, is rcady to absolyc Frcemasonry in spite of its anti-Catholic 
attitude. 

The letter could also mean that J\lasonry is employing thc well-knO\vn 
communist trick of dclay-through-parley method, while J\lasons gain time 
to re-gather strength, for at present J\lasonry in the country suffers from 
the following defects: a) lack of coordination of work; b) membership by 
personal cOI1\'enience; c) lack of courage to attack; d) absences from meet­
ings and other Masonic gatherings; e) lack of proficienc~' in important 
Masonic work; f) non-payment of ducs; g) lack of punctuality at meetings; 
h) poor public relations; i) lack of atttcntion to official Masonic com­
munications; i) rivalries, etc. 

The consistcnt lack of punctuahh' at meetings has irked the Masonic 
officials, but absence and non-payment of dues have caused more displea­
sure. To remed~' the non-payment of dues, the Grand Master on May 15, 
1959, decreed that "each brother shall spontaneously pay his duties 
in advance either entirely or quarterly. If he does not, his Lodge shall 
compel him to do SO."33 

Poor public relations havc causcd j\lasonry to be shunned by outsiders, 
thus the rcport given at the 44th Annual Communication. For this rca­
son, Masons agreed to explain this good organization and sell it to the 
public, stressing its "fraternal, non-political, non-religious" nature. 

The lack of courage in a number of t\Iasons to speak openly against 
the Church has been bitterlv condemned by top-ranking t\Iasons. :Masons 
sending their children to Catholic schools,:H Masons in Congress fraterniz­
ing with the "cnemies" and allowing themselves to be pressured by the 
Church-all these are condemned by the "bosses" of Philippine Masonry. 

"' Circulor No.1, C. T., October, 1959, p. 75. 
"Far Eastern FreemolSan, Yol. 41, No.4, December, 1960, "The Filipino 

Masons of Today", p. 41. 
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Stung particularly by the lack of courage in some Masons, Howard 
Hick, then editor of Cable Tow and Grand Master, had to arouse the 
Masonic pugnacious spirit through an article entitled, "Stand Up and Be 
Counted". Observe the challenging tone in the last paragraph of the 
article: 

"We are living in critical times when our principles are being 
openly challenged and denounced by the highest authority of the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy and their members threatened with the 
lightning of excommunication if they allign themselves with the Free­
masons and the Protestant churches. The Roman Catholic Church 
thereby joins hands with the Communists in their efforts to subvert 
the very foundations of our existence as free nations. As they h:n'c 
always done when Liberty is at stake, the Freemasons will accept 
the challenge and stand steadfast for Constitutional government and 
the bill of Rights. If there be those who are afraid, timid, and in­
timidated by the terrifying might of these enemies of freedom, let 
them retire and give way to those who are dedicated, courageous, and 
determined. The issue is joined--Let those who arc on the Lord's 
side STAND UP AND BE COUNTED!"35 

AND SO, THE FIGHT WITH THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
GOES ON!! 

REV. NICOLAS LL. Ros.\L 

'" C. T., May-July, 1958, p. 17. 
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LA TIN FOR TODAY 

CARDINAL BACCI'S ELEGANT VARIATIONS* 

If the rcadCi finds an element of paradox in thcse lines, he should 
reflect gratefully that they reached him aeronavigio inversa vi propulso (by 
jet plane) and did not crawl across the fomler Roman Empire in -an 
array of coachcs drawn by vaporised water (curruum agmen vaporata aqua 
ductum) to bc reduced by the piffling strip of the Channel to boarding 
a navis hamaxostichum trasvehens (ferry-boat). 

,Vhile allO\\-ing useful purposes to all kinds of Latin, Cardinal Bacci 
dislikes a ratio scribendi quae vcrsicolorem quodammodo refert Veneti 
ludionis vestem-a Harlequin Latin, which mixes ,the classical with the 
utilitarian-tam absonum atque abnorme ut religiosas aures offendat. 

In this book he sets himself, thongh \\lith disarming modesty, the 
daunting task of providing means to put anything modcm or difficult, 
from Aerod~-nal11ics to Zimotherapy, from Alpenstock to Zabaglione, in 
Latin which will satisfy the humanissimus lector to whom he addresses 
himself. . 

This dictionarv is an Italian/Latin one, and the Cardinal admits that 
he was prompted ·to compile it chiefly bv the difficulties his colleagues 
raised in thc Curia. In judging it in detail these l1mitations of aim should 
be borne in mind, though they are limits His Eminence oftcn surprisingly 
overleaps, as when he gives us vestis laculata for plaid. His Eminence's 
bias is towards \vhat our schoolroom English grammars used to call elegant 
variation. It is a literary device dcar to the Italian genius. A writer dis­
coursing on, sa~-, the painter TitIan will make it a point of honour, once 
having mentioned his name, never to do so again: he will be known here­
inafter as il Vecellio, il Cadorino, il grande lagunare, 1'insigne colorista 
della Serenissima, and so on . 

• Comments on Cardinal Antonio Bacci's Vocabulario Italiano-Latino delle 
Parole Moderne e Diffieili a Tradurre, Roma.-The Tablet, London, feb. 23, 1963. 
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This nati"e bent sometimes leads in the present work to what all 
sobersides Englishmen might think unnecessary circumlocution-an inter­
national ,\"Ord like quintessence, for example, is rendcred b,' succulentissl,mu< 
succus. On the other hand, a word like photochromolithographv. which 
you might expcct to bring out the best in the author. is rendered with 
considerable fidelit," as photochromolithographia" But this should not in­
duce you to great expectations of pittacium vehicularillm-it is just a 
stamp. 

One ad,"antage of this kind of Latin might be its freedom from the 
vogue " 'ords wh'ich are the small change of cocktail part,· and other inexact 
forms of com"Cfsation: allerKv, complex, phobia and the Llnruh- tribe that 
begin with psvch-. Cardinal Bacci seems surprisingly hap])'" to transliterate 
most of these, " 'hile a sufficientl~' precise bit of shorthand Eke radar has 
to become radioelectricum instrument1l111 exploratorium ac praf! mollens. 
Communism. like temptation, seems to take up a very" long entrv in what 
is after all a dictionary rather than an encyclopaedia. 

There are many felicities. Tibia clarisona is even more euphonious than 
clarinet: for "bore," fastidiose loquax is worth the extra breath; and it is 
nice to think of some academic Lothario (ad Caput Boris:) addressing the 
l:armaid as muliercula magi cis artibus dedlta (,,·iteh). On the other hand. 
Sydne)"l/m for S~'dney seems as defeatist as some of the recent English 
batting in that city. The entry under Leningrad is ride ?ctrograd, but 
under that '\"C do 1n fact find Lenillopolis. Other renderings reflect a parti 
pris not ,,·holh appropriate to a would-be universal language : jazz is absurda 
symphonic!, which should rouse Mr. Kingslev Amis and friends. and barbara 
saltatio is offered for, of all things, "shimm" "-a word "hose existence I 
had forgotten. 

Alternati,"e renderings sometimes come in two shIes, as "'ith shampoo: 
capitis lotio is something one might hope to get hastih" for half a crown 
on Victoria station on one's way back from a rough holicla,: capitis lotura 
et perfricatio ,\ould presumably cost t,,"O guineas by appointmcnt in Bond 
Street. 

His Eminence is admirable and di,erting on food and. ell bon Italier!. 
at the top of his form on the natiye dishes. _\lurtatum farci11len (salame or 
marta della ) sounds both mellifluous and mouthwatcring. c'pecially if pre­
ceded by a propoma vini ex absinthio medicati (vermouth). and followed 
by a pasta vermiculata lycopersici liquCl11linc caseoque condita (spaghett! 
ai pomodoro). The French may boss the common market (Europaea 
mercatlls communitas vel Europea rerum mercandarwn c011l111l1Ilitas), but 
a stop must be put to their domination of the menu (escawm ordo). If 
you are lucky enough to have a machina assalldis dapibus (spit) you can 
go on to do yourself a pullus indiclls (turkey) with a fc,,' solana tuberosa 
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(preferably a rege Eduardo nuncupata, one supposes). After that. unles, 
you are vcn' insouciant about your dodecandantvlicum ulcus (and yOU could 
hardl\" be If you called it that), yOU will be ~ontent with a malum aran­
tiwn . (orange), a kafearia patio (His Eminence likes neither the common 
cafeum nor Linnaeus's cofea, though he inclines to think the latter more 
respectable), and a candidus tabaci fasciculus (gasper). Evcn at practically 
threepence each these seem grandiosd~' designatcd; but nicotiano pulwre 
nares opplere has about it a propcr air of silkcn knee-breeches, full-bottomcd 
wigs, findy chascd snuff-boxes and downright opinions. 

The circumlocution occasionalh' has an element of tact in it: rcquies­
cam in peropport!l110 diwrsorio soimds less class-conscious than "I shall 
sta\' at the bcst hotc!." Often when a word is established in use but of 
c10ubtful origin, the Cardinal will permit its Latinised use \vith a dissociating 
phrase, as in ars quam barocam )"ocant; but why a column of explanation 
on baroque and nothing on the cquaIl:' arbitrar:' gothic'? A cognac with 
your coffee would be patio Candatina. which ought perhaps to ,,"am you 
not to ask for (or deeline) Coca-Cola: YOU ,,"ould have about equal chances 
of getting a packct of cocaine or a monkish hood, and sen'e you right. 

This civilised gamc could continue indefinitely. A dead language? 
'''ith the Cardinal's learned and \\-itty artificial respiration it 11105t elo­
quently refuses to lie down. 

The dictionan- is expensive, as all bound books in Ital\' are. but it 
is well printed and produced and appears to be selling ,,·ell. I only found 
a copy at the third attempt. 
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II "Caso" de Rizal:(' 

Hace hoy exactamente un ano que, al cerrarse el Ccntcnario del naci­
micnto de Rizal v en el mismo dia aniversario de su her6ica muerte, uno 
de los peri6dicos' de mas circulaci6n en Filipinas1 suscit6 por primera \'ez 
en sensacional articulo el famoso "caso" contra Rizol. Rizal-se dech 
alIi-no es un heroe nacional. Y, sabeis por que? Porquc no odi6 a Es­
pana, ]a tirana,-diee el peri6dico-Ia opresora Espana que regia los des­
tinos de Filipinas. Rizal fue un cobarde, un traidor a su propia patria, pm 
habers::: opuesto a la revoluci6n, pOI haberla energicamente repudiado; 
traidor que como tal habria sido fusilado por los mismos filipinos que 
luchaban en la revoluci6n, si hubiera caido en sus manos! Perdon-en, 
senores, que en un dia como este tenga que lastimar yuestros oidos con 
semejantes desprop6sitos ... 

Pero es que conyiene saberlo: este es el caso contra Rizal, presentado 
ante ]a opini6n ptiblica hacc un ano; y nadie aun-que yo scpa 10 ha con­
testadlJ satisfactoriamente2 • Y es que,-dicho sea de paso y en justicia 
tanto a los que 10 proponen como a los que 10 tratan de responder--ese 
"caso" contra Rizal es irrefutable mientras se tenga par axioma-como 
suelc hacerse--la supuesta tirania y opresi6n de Espana en Filipinas. 

Permitid, pues, que, a un ano de distancia y al otro lado del hemis­
ferio, recoja yo el guante lanzado contra la memoria de nuestra heroe 
nacional, v os hable esta manana, no precisamente del "caso" contra Rizal, 
que por absurdo e indigno no merece contestarse, sino dcl "caso" de Rizal, 

• Conferencia pronunciada por el autor en el salon de actos del Pontificio 
Colegia Seminario Filipino de Romo el dia 30 de diciembre d'e 1962. Cortesia 
de Su Excelencia ei, Embajadar de Filipinos ante 10 Santa Sede Hon. BENIGNO 
TODA y TOLEDO. 

1 PHILIPPINES FREE PRESS, Manila, December 30, 1961: "The Case Against 
Rizal" by Tomas P. Baquiren; "Why Hero" by Teodoro M. Locsin. 

'Cf. PHILIPPINES FREE PRESS, Manila, February 10 1962: "The Case 
For Rizal" by Sixto Y. Orosa; "The Case Agoinst Rizal--C~ntinued" by Tomas 
P. Baquiren; "The QU€stion of Rizal"-Editorial. 
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que 10 ha producido, y que no es otro que el de su hispanismo nunca dcs­
mentido por su patriotismo, 0 sea, su am or a Espana que nunca tuvo por 
incompatible con su arnor a Filipinas, ya que nunca creYe) ni admiti6 que 
Espana fuese la tirana, la opresora de su patria! 

Ante todo, camo dudar de su acendrado patriotismo que resplandece 
con luz meridiana desde los albores de su infancia hasta el incendio tefiido 
con la sangre de su glorioso ocaso? Cuando joven estudiante se aleja de 
los SU)"OS para prepararse mejor a sen"ir a su patria, desde la capital de 
Espana envia a quien "Ie habia pedido versos"-tal vez, su madre--estas 
hermosas rimas: 

"Soy planta apenas crecida 
Arrancada del Oriente, 
Donde cs perfume el ambiente, 
Donde es un sueno la vida" " . 
j Patria, que jamas se olvida! ... 

Mientras en la infancia mia 
Pude a su sol sonreir, 
Dentro de mi pecho hen"ir 
Volean de fuego sentia! 
Vate fui, porque queria 
Con mis versos, con mi aliento 
Decir al rapido viento: 
"Vuela, su farm pregona! 
jCantala de zona en zona, 
De la tierra al firmamento!"3 

Recien llcgado a Barcelona, escribe su primer articulo periodistico; v su 
tern a no puede ser otro: "El anlOr patrio". 

"Alii-dice pcnsando en la tierra de sus amores--estan los primeros 
recuerdos de la infancia, hada alegre, conocida solo de la nifiez;... alii 
duerme todo un pasado y se transparenta un porvenir, porque en sus bos­
ques y en sus prados, en cada arbol, en cada flor, veis grabado el recuerdo 
de algun ser que amais, como su alien to en la embalsamada brisa, comO' su 
canto en el murmullo de las fuentes, como su sonrisa en el iris del cielo, 
o sus suspiros en los confusos quejidos del viento de la noche ... 

"EI amor a la patria no se borra jamas, una vez que ha entrado en el 
corazan, porque lleva en si un sello divino que 10 hace eterno, imperece­
dero. Se ha dicho siempre que el amor ha sido el mavil mas poderoso de 
!as acciones mas suhlimes; pues bien; entre todos los amores (terrenales-C), 
el de la patria cs cl que ha producido las mas grandes, mas heraicas y mas 
desinteresadas. 

3 Jaime C. de Veyra, POESIAS CE RIZAL, Manila, 1946, PD. 50-51. 
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"Oh Patria!. .. Desde Jesucristo que, todo Amor, ha venido al mundo 
para bien de la humanidad y muere por ella en nombrc de las leyes de 
su patria, hasta las mas obscuras yictimas de las revoluciones modernas, 
jcuantos, jay!, no han sufrido y muerto en tu nombrc. usurpado por los 
otros! jCUantas dctimas del rencor, de la ambici6n, 0 de la ignorancia, 
no han expirado bendiciendote y deseandote toda clase de venturas! 

"Sea, pues. cualquiera nuestra situaci6n, amemosla siempre y no 
desecmos otra cosa que su bien. As! obraremos con el fin de la humanidad 
dictad'J por Dios, cual es la armonia y la paz universal de sus criaturas. 

"Vosotros los que habeis perd-ido cl ideal de Hlestras almas; los que, 
herides en el eoraz6n, visteis desaparecer una a una Hle~tras ilusiones, y, 
semej.cmtes a los arboles en otoilo, os encontrais sin flares y sin hojas, y 
desemc,s de amar no hallais nada digno de vosotros, jahi teneis la pahia! 
jAmadla! 

"-\madla, joh, si!, pero no ya como la amaban en otro tiempo, prac­
ticanclo ,..Jrtudcs feroces, negadas y reprobadas por una verdadera moral y 
por 13 madre Naturaleza; no haciendo gala de fanatismo, de destmcci6n 
y de crueldad; no; mas risuefia aurora aparece en cl horizonte, dc luces 
suave·, y pacificas, mensajera de la vida y de la paz; ]a aurora, en fin, 
ycrdaclcra del Cristianismo. presagio de dias felices y tranquilos. Debe, 
nllestyo sera scguir los aridos, pero pacificos y prodllcb\os senderos de 1a 
Cieneia, que eonducen al Progreso, y de ahi a la union c1eseada y pedida 
por J ~sucristo en 1a noche de su dolor."4 

tn su "Himno al Trabajo" haee cantar al coro: 

"Por la patria en la guerra, 
Por la patria en la paz, 
V clara el filipino, 
Vivira \' morini!"5 

Y euando, en las soledades dc Heidelberg en Alcmania, "al borde 
del ~endero, entre la minas del feudal castillo, orilla al Neckcr 0 a la 
selva umbria" cogia las flores, las decia: 

"Id a mi patria, id extranjeras flores, 
... )- bajo Sll azul cielo 
que guarda mis amores, 
con tad del peregrino 
la fe que alienta por su patrio suelo! 

Llevad, ll.2'-ad, j oh flores!, 
Amor a mis amores, 

• W. E. Retana, VIDA Y ESCRITOS DEL DR. JOSE RIZAL, Quezon City, 
1960, pp. 61-62. 

'Veyra, lb., p. 53. 



Paz a mi pais yaw fecunda tierra, 
Fe a sus hombres, virtud a sus mujeres, 
Salud a dulces seres 
Que el paternal, sagrado hogar cncierra ... '"11 
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Finalmcnte. cuando cuatro afios antes dc morir dccidill "o1\'cr a Sll 

patria, presintiendo quc esa decisi()J1 podria costarle la yida. rcdact6 cste 
supremo mensaje "A los Filipincs": 

"Quicro hJccr yer a los que nos niegan el patriotismo. que nosotros 
sabemos morir por nuestro debcr y por nuestras convicciones. ~Que im­
porta la muerte. si se muere por 10 que se ama, por la patria. y par los 
,eres que se adoran?.. He amado siempre a mi pobre patria. y estoy 
seguro dc que la amare hasta cl ultimo momento, si acaso los hombres 
me son injustm: ,. mi porvenir, mi yida, mis alegrias, todo. 10 he sacrifi­
cado por al110T a ella. Sea cualquiera mi suerte, morif(~ bendiciendola, 
y descandola ]a aurora de su redenci6n."7 

Estos no son mas que un os cuantos ecos del patriotisl11o intrepido y 
generoso que rczul11an todas las obras y escritos de nuestro heroe. Y cada 
uno de esos acentos tiemos y yibrantes es la mejor refutacion del in­
digno mote de cobarde y traidor con que insulta su memoria el "caso" 
contra Rizal. ?\Ias, de eso no yale la pena hablar. Lo que reclama nues­
tea atenci6n es eI "caso de Rizal" que 10 produjo: lc6mo pudo ser Rizal 
eI patriota que fue, manteniendo inquebrantable su leal tad y amor a 
Espaila, condenando la sublevacion como "absurda y tramada a sus espal­
das"-son pabbras suyas-; rechazando "toda clase de participaciones" 
en ella; ofreciendo a las autoridades espanolas "no solo sus scn'icios, sino 
su vida, y hasta su nombre, para que usasen de ellos como creyeran opor­
tuno a fin de sofocar la rebeli6n, pues convencido de los males que iba 
a acarrear, se consideraba feliz si can cualquier sacrificio podia impeclir 
tantas inlitilcs desgracias"8; y viendose impotente para ello. partiendo 
para prestar SllS seryicios en Cuba como medico voluntario del ejercito 
espanol, mientras sus compatriotas luchaban en Filipinas contra ese mis­
mo ejercito? ~Camo explicar estc intrigante "caso", neccsariamente ex­
trano e inexplicable para los que tienen por axioma que Filipinas gemia 
y agonizaba bajo cl yugo de la tirania espanola? 

Solo ha\' una clave vesta nos la suministra la historia-para descifrar 
cl enigma y' cncontrar r~spuesta a la paradoJa. Rizal, y con Cl todos los 
paladines del mO\'imiento patriatico que se llama la "Propaganda", no 

• Ibid., p. 55. 
T Retana, lb., pp. 243-244. 
'Retana, lb., p. 374: texto del documento de Rizal: MANIFIESTO A ALGU­

NOS FILIPINOS; ct. Rizal's "DEFENSA" or "APOLOGIA PRO VITA SUA" publi­
coda par J. Mo. Cavanna, Manila, 1961; p. 5. 
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creia ni admitia la "lel"enda ncgra" de una Espaiia tiranica v oprcsora. 
Notad que el "caso de Rizal" no fue exclusiyo suvo. Fue el miSl110 "caso" 
de Marcelo del Pilar, Lopez Jaena, Juan y Antonio Luna y tantos otros de 
su tiempo, que profesaron junto a un denodado patriotismo, una sincera 
fidelidad a Espaiia. Todos ellos lucharon por rel'indicar para los filipinos 
derechos politicos y libertades legitimas: abogaron por rcformas pacificas, 
y no insurreccion armada; eYolucion, I' no revolucion; pedian union con 
Espana, representacion parlamentaria; libertades de prensa, dc asociacion; 
reformas en el campo de la educacion, de la administraeion pllblica, de 
la justicia. 

Rizal I' los campeones de la Propaganda estaban cOl1\cllciclos de que 
en sus planes de reform as tendrian siempre a su !ado a la Espana auten­
tica, "al pueblo (espanol -C) sensa to, al Gobierno que esta-decian­
anima do dc lllll\' buenos propositos, llel'a grandes l11iras. I' quiere franca­
mente el bien de Filipinas."9 As! se comprende que cuando en "1887 
ciertos personajes Japoneses preguntaron a Rizal porque no se sublevaban 
los filipinos" ~. Ie prometieron su ayuda, nuestro he roe lcs contesto di­
ciendo "que estabal110S bien con Espaiia y que no queriamos pasar de 
una mana a otra;" -no parece sino que I'eia el futuro!-I' anadoio "que 
con E~paiia apesar de todo nos ligaban tres siglos, una misma religion" , 
vinculos de afeccion y agradecimiento, cosas que no teniamos (cntonecs 
-C) con otra nacion."10 

Lo que Rizal y los de la Propaganda no toleraban es c;ue, par equi" 
vocaclas politicas coloniales, por abusos de poderes discrecionales de partc 
-de indignas autoridades espanolas, por f1agrantes infraeeioncs de las be­
neficas lel'es y benevolos decretos reales emanados de Ia Jllctropoli, par 
vejamenes y altaneros desprecios con que a veces se trataba a los filipinos. 
y por falta de representaci6n que dejasc oir las quejas \" aspiraciones de 
nuestro pueblo en las Cortes de Espana, cl regimen de esta se fuese ha­
eiendo odioso. Y por eso, pedian con urgeneia, con insistencia, reformas. 
Y si, por un sistema exagerado de censura 0 represion. no les era facil 
dejar oir su 'oz en Filipinas, se iban al corazon mismo de Espana, a 
!vladrid, a Barcelona, alli levantaban tribuna libre de protestl contra los 
abusos y en demanda de reformas. T,-,n seguros estaban de que Espana 
no era opresora ni tirana, que en su misma capital plantaban cl foeo de 
su Propaganda. Como Rizal mismo explica: "Cuando por los medios 
legales un pueblo pide algo a un gobierno, es porque 10 supone bueno ~ " 
dispuesto a coneederle un bien; se pide a la madre, nunca a la madrastra. 
Solo los pueblos tiranizados Y csclal'izados son los que ticncn d deber de 

• J. Rizol, NOLI ME TANGERE, P. Sa yo Book Store, Manila, 1950, p. 134. 
10 Rizo\!s "DEFENSA", lb ., p. 17. 
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no pedir nada jamas. Un pueblo que deteste a su gobierno, no dehe 
exigirle mas sino que abandone el poder."ll 

Rizal, pues, atacaba sin euartel los abusos y tiranias, no de EspaI1a, 
sino de altivos despotillas espaI10les y de un sistema colonial miope v 
decadente. Ya en 1895 afirmaba enf<iticamente: "No soy el antiespaI101 
que mis enemigos han querido pintar"l~; y ocho aI10s antcs aseguraDa: 
"Deseo la felieidad de mi pais, y mientras crea que el mal esta tan solo 
en el sistema del gobierno espaI1ol, luchare contra todo 10 que se planee 
contra EspaI1a."1:1 Fustigo con la tralla de su fogosa palabra y sus caus­
ficos escritos los despotismos y abusos de autocratas espaI1oles; pero al mismo 
tiempo proclamaba que los filipinos a quicnes se vejaba eran "nietos de aquc­
Hos que han \"ertido Sl1 sangre por EspaI1a, por su bandera, por extender 
sus dominios en cl Oriente, por conser\"arle su imperio colonial contra 
chinos. japoneses. mahometanos, hol:mdeses, portugueses e ingleses, por 
ayudar hasta a los paises amigos de EspaI1a," y aI1adia: "N osotros eon­
tinuaremos nuestro eaminos; seguiremos siendo fieles a EspaI1a, mic:ntras 
los que dirijan sus destinos tengan una eentella de amor para nuestro 
pais, mientras ha\'a ministros que planteen liberales reformas, mientras el 
clamoreo de im'eeti \'as (con tra nosotros -C) no borre de n uestra memo­
ria los nombres de Legaspi, Salcedo, Carriedo, y sobre todo, los nombres 
de los antiguos Reves Catolicos, que protegian desde kjos a los desgra­
ciados malavos de Filipinas."H 

Rizal estigmatizo con el aeero eandcnte de su pluma las injusticias 
y crueldades de indignos representantes de EspaI1a; pero al mismo tiem­
po se eomplada de que EspaI1a y Filipinas se pudiesen unir-son pala­
bras suvas- "con \'ineulos eternos, dos pueblos que en \'ano separan los 
mares y el espaeio, dos pueblos en los cuales no germinan las simielltes 
de desunion que eiegamente siembran los hombres y su despotismo;"lo y 
hada \'otos "para dar forma a esc abrazo mlItuo de dos razas (la filipina 
y la espaI10la -C) que se aman y se quieren unidas, moral, social y po­
Jiticamente, en cl espacio de cuatro siglos; para que formen en 10 futuro 
uno sola naeion en el espiritu, en sus deberes, en sus miras, en sus pri­
vilegios", porque "Ia generosidad \' la nobleza son innatas bajo el eielo de 
EspaI1a; ... porque los limites de EspaI1a no son ni el Atlantico, ni el Mc-

11 J. Rizal, EL FILIBUSTERISMO, Manila, Libreria Manila Filatelica, 1908, 
p. 119. 

"Carta de Jose Rizol al Gral. Blanco, 8 Mayo 1895; EPISTOLARIO RIZA­
LlNO, IV, p. 249. 

13 Carta de Rizal a Blumentritt, 19 Junia 1887; EPIST. RIZ., lb., V, 1 a, pp. 
170-171. 

14 Rizal, BARRANTES Y EL TEATRO T AGALO, publicado en La Solidaridad, 
5 Junia 1889; d. "Homenaje a Jose Rizal", Manila, 1899, p. 73; Retana, lb., 
p. 165. 

IS Retona, lb., pp. 95-96. 
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ditcrraneo-mengua seria que el agua opusicse un diquc a su grandeza, a 
Sll pcnsamicnto.-Espana esta alli donde deja sentir su influencia bicn­
hechora, y aunque desapareciese su bandera, quedaria su recuerdo, eterno, 
imperecedero! "16 

Estas ultimas palabras insinlJan que, aunque en su ideario Rizal no 
abogaba por 1a independencia inmcdiata, sin embargo creia, como 5i ad!­
vinasc el futuro, "que -son sus palabras- poco a poco vendria la autono­
mia, y despues la independencia al cabo de los anos."17 Con admirahle 
clari\idencia presagiaba "que si Espana negaba sistematicamente libertades 
a Filipinas, abria insurrecciones y ,c lamentaba que llegase este caso, 
no esperandolo ... , pues estaba seguro de que Espana haria concesioncs 
compatibles con el estado del pais."1S Par eso, aunque lamentaba los 
yencs, lacras yo remoras del "regimen poIitico-administrativo de Espana en 
Fili·,'n8s." \" apesar de "que con tant8 franqueza hablaha cn los salonc, 
de Europ8 sobre los asuntos de su patria, no se Ie oyo nunca frase se­
pararista; y hasta defendio a Espana cuando un Ingles hrutal, 0 lin fran­
ces divino, 0 un alcman grosero diio algo ofcnsivo para Espana."!\) 

En sus obras mas cxplosivas \" que parecen rezumar mas antiespano­
lismo. las tristcmente famosas no\"elas "Noli Me Tangere" y "EI Flilbus­
terismo", "quiso Rizal-scgl1l1 atinadamente observa :Marcelo del Pilar­
presentar a los ojos de Espana los ohstaculos de su engrandecimiento en 
Filipinas; puso de relieve los peligros que amenazaban la integridad na­
cional"20, y por eso pinta en ellas males y abusos que habia que corregir, 
como si eso fuera tad a el panorama de la situacion, ya que no venia a 
su proposito seilalar otros aspectos fa\"orables que por conocidos los pa­
saba por alto. Y asi el cuadro que traza resulta de tan negros colores 
que, aunque su objeto era tanto d de recabar de Espana, con urgcncia, 
las necesarias reformas, como el de remover la comoda inercia y compla­
ciente pasividad de muchos filipinos, animandoles a unirse a la campana 
de los Propagandistas y disuadiendoles de lanzarse a una revolucion in­
neccsaria, desastrosa y esteril, ni Espana ni los filipinos comprendieron 
el mensaje de aquellas novelas. Los espanoles creyeron ver cn ellas un os 
libelo5 incendiarios contra la madre patria; y los filipinos asimismo creye­
ron que en ellas Rizal les apuntaba la insurreccion como lmica solucion 
de sus males. Unos y otros se equi\'ocaron; y ese error, que tan fatal 
fue para nuestro heroe pues Ie acarrco una injusta sentencia de muerte, 

"Ibid,. I.e., pp. 97-98. 
"Rizal's "DEFENSA", lb., p. 7. 
" Ibid., P:>. 9, 13. 
'" Retana, lb., p. 136 (Blumentritt en carta a Retana, 2 Enera 1897) 
"J M. H. del Pilar en La Solidaridad, 15 Septiembre 1892; d. Antonia M. 

Molina, RIZAL, THE HISPANIST, en RIZAL: THEME AND VARIATIONS, Ma­
nila, 1961, p. 88. 
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lamentablemente se perpetua aun hoy dia en los lectores superficiales, 
que son la mayoria, de esas novcIas; porque, en verdad, la pnmera Im­
presi6n. Ja espontanea reacci6n que causa su lectura es la de una encen­
dida indignaci6n contra las iniqu1dades que narran, v casi inconsciente­
mente, un \'ivo odio a la tirania de Espana. Y no e's \'erdad. Rizal no 
intentaba eso: ni odio a Espana, ni tirania de Espana. R1zal solo in ten­
taba urgir reformas para remediar los abusos y eIiminar las tiranias de 
malos espanoles, indignos representantes de Espana; asi como ennoblecer 
a aquellos de sus compatriotas que por servilismo, cobardia 0 ruines in­
terescs se hacian dignos de menosprecio y bald6n de la patria. 

Asi. \' solo asi se explica que Rizal no fuese traidor a Espana ni 
traidor a Filipinas; no a Espana, como protesto aun momentos antes de 
morir, ya que jamas tram6 nada contra ella, ni s-iquiera crey6, como los 
revolucionarios, que era necesario conquistar a mano armada los derechos 
politicos y alm la independencia, que el esperaba conseguir de la madre 
patria con medios pacificos; y men os, traidor a Filip-inas por CllyO bicn 
trabajo, luch6 y 10 sacrific6 todo, 

Este, pues, es eI caso de Rizal: noble y lim pia ejecutoria de leal ca­
ballero, sin miedo ni tacha. Solo la ofuscaci6n de prejuicios anti-hispanos 
podria fabricar de aqui el absurdo "caso" contra Rizal. En cambio, la 
mas rigurosa 16gica nos plantea aqui cI caso que yo propongo contra Ja 
"Ieyenda negra" sobre la "ominosa" dominacion espanola en Filip-inas. 
EI guante que yo recogi en gracia a la insultada memoria de nuestro 
heroe, 10 lanzo yo ahora para que 10 recoja esa "Ieyenda negra" sobre 1a 
tIrania de Espana. Y 10 lanzo en forma de un dilema inexorable. 0 
Rizal fue un ignorante y un infeliz que no comprendio la situacion de 
)U patria, 0 peor, un cobardc hipocrita, adulador de un regImen 
tiranico \' traidor a la causa de su pueblo, ya que no quiso le\'antarse 
en armas para sacudir la despotica coyunda de la tirania de Espana .... 
-0 10 que tantas \'eces se repite sobre la esclavitud y opresion en que 
g::mia y agonizaba Filipinas bajo el yugo desp6tico de Espana, es una 
fals~l e infunclacla tergi\'crsacion de los hechos historicos. 

En otra forma: si Espana y su gobierno en Filipinas fue una tirania, 
cntonces derribcmos de su pedestal a nuestros heroes del movimiento 
patriotico de la Propaganda, Rizal eI primero, despues Del Pilar. Lopez 
Jaena, Luna, y tantos otros que profesaron lealtad a la "tiranica" Espana! 
Suscribamos entonces el absurdo "caso" contra Rizal! Pero si el sentido 
comlm rehusa suscribir tal absurdo, si aquellos proceres cam peones de la 
lucha pacifica por los derechos de nuestra patria fueron autenncos heroes 
nacionales, entonccs, seamos consecuentes: no se vuel\'a a hablar de la 
tirania y despotismo de Espana. Esa "Ieyenda" no tiene derecho a sub­
sistir CII las paginas de nuestra historia. Riblese si se quiere de algunos 
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tiranos y despotas espanoles, de los abusos y deficicncias que debicron 
corregirse a tiempo en un sistema colonial decadente y en un regimen que 
no supo adaptarse a la evolucion progresiva ni comprender 1a madurez de 
juicio y las legitim as aspiraciones de nuestro pueblo que alcanzaba ya ma­
yoria de edad, gracias a la obra de Espana, cuando las demas colonias de 
aquella epoca ni siquiera sOilaban pudiesen tener dercchos inalienables 
iguales a los de sus colonizadores. Hablese de eso; pcro por los fueros 
de la justicia y del buen sentido, no se ponga en nuestras cscuclas, ni en 
manos de la juventud y de la masa del pueblo, una literatura de propa­
ganda antiespanola que, como el NOLl Y el FILl de Rizal-alm contra 
1a intencion de su autor-fomenta el error de atribuir a Espana los abusos 
e iniquidades de algunos indignos reprcsentantes suyos; y esto, aIm prcs­
cindiendo de la principal objeccion que se levanta contra aquellas novclas, 
a saber, el espiritu anticatolico y heterodoxo que reZUl11an, v del que de­
cididamente sc retracto Rizal antes de morir. 

Vov a terminar. Pero no quiero dejar de respondcr a una dificultad 
que parece ron dar a la tesis que propugnamos. Admitido que Ri7al y 1m, 
heroes de la Propaganda no creyesen en la tirania de Esp:1na; mas, que 
decir de los heroes de la revolucion, los Bonifacio, Jacinto, Mabin1 y 6n­
tos otros? Que decir de las iras populares que hirvieron v se dcscncade­
naron contra Espana durante los aciagos dias de nucstra guerra por 13 
independencia? 

La respuesta es esta. EI pueblo luchaba contra Espana. nuestro 
pueblo se unio a la revolucion, no precisamente para sacudir cl vugo de 
una esclavitud y despotismo intolerables-Io cual no todos admitian, sobre 
todo entre las clases ilustradas y de alguna posicion social;-el pueblo. 
sobre todo en las provincias lejanas v ajenas al foeo de la revolucion, des­
pues de alguna fluctuacion, se unio a la revolucion, no porque Espana 
hubiese sido tirana y despota en el pasado--Ias m<1sas no filosofan sobre 
tiempos idos-, sino porque en el presente-el pueblo vivc de 10 prcsente­
la conciencia de su personalidad nacional habia despcrtado reclamando 
derechos y libertades que en justicia Ie correspondian, y que Espana, por 
falta de vision no quiso conceder a tiempo. El pueblo-como temi6 
Rizal-perdio la paciencia, y creyo llegada la hora de obtener violenta­
mente 10 que por tanto tiempo habia esperad<f!l; creyo que la Propaganda 

21 En la ya citada carta a BlumE;ntritt, fechada en Ginebra, 19 de Junio, 
1887, Rizal escribe: "Le oseguro que no tengo ganas de tomar parte, en. conjura­
ciones que me parecen demasiado prematuras y arriesgadas, Pero si el gobierno 
nos obliga a ello, es decir, cuando 'ya no nos quede otra esperanza que buscer 
nuestra perdici6n en la guerra, cuando los fil<ipinos prefieran morir a soportar 
mas su mise ria, entonces me hare tambien partida rio de los medios violentos. 
Est6 en monos de Espana el escoger la paz 6 la perd'ici6n, porQue es un hecho 
evidente, de todos conocido, que somos pocientes, demosiodo pacienzudos y 
pocificos, "pacatos," "sangre de orchato" etc. Pero todo se ocoba en esto vida; 
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<Isimilista dc eql1lparar Filipinas a las pwvincias dc Espaii.a, debia ccdcr 
el paso a la revolucion separatista, )' lucho, no ya por derechos politic~s 
preteridos, sino por su independencia, a fin de obtener como dijo Mabini 
"un sitio modesto pew digno en el concierto de las naciones libres, en la 
seguridad de que habia llegado el ticmpo en que podia y debia gobernarse 
a si mismo."~2 Y en esa justa aspiracion el pueblo lanzo el grito de in­
dependencia, no por odio a Espana, sino porque entonces Espana se em­
penaba en mantener su soberania y renunciaba arriar su pabellon en una 
tierra que ya se sentia duena de sus destinosl 

Por cso, nada mas cesar cI cstrucndo de las armas, U110 de los mas 
distinguidos cxponentes de la revolucion, autor de l1uestra Constitu­
cion de Malolos, Felipe Calderon, afirmaba: "El tiempo ha cicatrizado 
las heridas de la cmenta lucha entre espanoles y filipinos, y estos no recuer­
dan a Espana mas que para agradecerla el que, despues de todo, les -ha 
dado to do cuanto tenia: religion, leyes, costumbres, y hasta su hermosisima 
lengua. .. Los filipinos no nos hemos rebelado contra Espana, a quien 
continuamos idolatrando y venerando en el santuario de nuestra alma."23 

La revolucion filipina fue, pues, un mero altercado de familia, como 
mu)' bien 10 exprcsaba hace poco en Madrid nuestro Presidente Diosdado 
~1acapagal: "En 1898 declaramos nuestra independencia de Espana, no 
porquc <Imaramos menos a Espaii.a, sino porque amabamos mas nuestra 
libertad que cs dcrecho natural de todos los pueblos."24 

Pemlitid, senores, que antes de retirarme, siga acotando a nuestro 
ilustre Presidentc: 

"Espana ha dejado su influencia en el alma del filipino al introdu­
cimos en la cultura europea occidental, en la religion cristiana... Esa 
influencia es pwfounda porque penetra en el espiritu, en el alma, en el 
corazon, en el ser mismo de los filipinos. . .. No es de extranar entonccs 

no hay nada eterno en el mundo y eso se ~efiere tambien a nuestro paciencio." 
Rizal rehus6 decididomente participar en 10 revoluci6n, pOrque 10 consideraba 
entonces obra, no del pueblo, sino de "algunos filipinos" <como 10 indica el titulo 
y el texto de su MANIFIESTO, redactado en ell Fuerte Santiago, 15 de Diciembre 
1896) con cuyos planes revolucionarios hasta ultima horo no pudo convenir. 
(cf. Retana, lb., p. 418) 

22 Apolinario Mobini, LA REVOLUCION FILIPINA, Manila, 131, p. 185: 
"Mensaje del Presidente de 10 Revolucion Filipino" (escrito por Mabini, firmado 
par Emilio Aguinaldo, Covite, 23 Junio 1898) 

23 cf.Retana, lb., p. 303, nota (31). Son injustos, empero, los reoroches an­
ticlericoles que lanza, fruto de los prejuicios y pasiones desencadenadas por 
una prolongada propagando anticat61ico de aquel periodo. . 

,. DISCURSO pronunciado por el Excmo. Sr. Presidente de 10 Republica de 
Filipina~, Dr. Diosdado Macapagal Pangan, en el Sol6n de Embajadores del 
Instituto de Culture Hispanice, Madrid, 4 Julio 1962. 
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que, aunque nos hemos. separado de Espana por un periodo de mas de 64 
anos, creo expresar el sentimiento del pueblo filipino al decir que, apesar 
de todo esto, Filipinas ama a Espana como madre patria. 

"Filipinas tiene nostalgia de Espana; y para Espana,-creo yo-es una 
cosa que puede producir orgullo Ie hecho de que esta hija suya. aunque 
separada de ella por dos Continentcs,-America y Asia-todada sientc 
un gran amor por su madre patria. 

"A nosotros, espanoles, filipinos, y demas pueblos que arrancan del 
comun tronco hispanico, compete iniciar, propulsar, desarrollar y lIevar a 
cabal termino la grandiosa obra de unificaci6n y so1idificaci6n en todos 
los aspectos, de tantos pueblos hermanos, j6venes y por ende vigorosos, para 
que asi unificados puedan ser como un inmenso valla dar que impida el 
desbordamiento de las aguas comunistas que amenazan inundar el mundo 
entero. 

"Para ganar la victoria final y definitiva en esta guerra total contra el 
comunismo internacional, no bastan los cnormes dispendios que se empler.n 
en la fabricaci6n de armamentos ,. en cl mantenimiento de establecimientos 
militares, ni bastan los millones y millones que se gas tan en forma de 
ayuda militar y econ6mica a los paises subdcsarrollados. Tambien es de 
todo punta imprescindible que se movilicen, que se aprovcchen y se utilicen 
en el comun esfuerzo de la cristiandad, todos los inmensos valores cul­
turales, ideol6gicos y espirituales. .. He aqui la mas grande contribuci6n 
que podemos aportar a la causa del mundo libre. que esta amenazado de 
muerte por e1 comunismo sin Dios. He aqui e1 camino natural que se 
abre a las naciones de eultura hispanica, aquellas a quienes dirigi6 el gran 
poeta de Nicaragua estos rutilantes versos: 

"Unanse, brillen, sectmdense tantos vi gores dispersos 
Formen todos ellos un solo haz de energia ecumenica!"2~ 

Esta esperanza abrigaba y con ella se alcntaba nuestro inmortal Doctor 
Jose Rizal cuando en su retiro de Dapitan eantaba: 

"Yo tengo fe, y yo espero que ha de brillar un dia 
En que venza la Idea a la fuerza brutal; 
Que despues de la lueha y la lenta agonia, 
Otra voz mas sonora, mas feliz que la mia, 
Sabra eantar entonces el cintico triunfal!"26 

JESUS MA. CAVANNA Y MANSO, eM. 

" Ibid.,l.e. 
"Rizal, MI RETIRO; d. Veyra, lb., p 66. 



PASTORAL SECTION 

HOMILETICS 

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (July 28) 

The reaction of anyone who would read superficially the gospel of 
today's Mass will probably be that of astonishment if not of scandal. Why? 
because the unjust steward or administrator seems to receive praise and 
commendation in this gospel for an injustice and dishonesty, and as if this 
were not enough we are told to make friends with the mammon of iniquity. 

But if we put aside our superficiality, and read more carefully the 
gospel text or listen with attention to its explanation, we shall discover 
not only that there is no reason for astonishment or scandal in this place, 
but that there is taught here a lesson of great usefulness for Christian 
life. 

Jesus had to remark, much to his regret, that we Christians (referred 
to as children of light in today's gospel) are not so prudent in our spiritual 
affairs as the children of this world, (represented by the unjust administra­
tor of the gospel) are in their temporal affairs. We do not show as much 
enthusiasm, dedication and foresight in our spiritual business as the world­
lings exhibit in their temporal businesses. 

HIS PRAISEWORTHY QUALITIES: 

And it is to arouse us from our state of inferiority that Jesus spoke 
this parable, at the same time hinting at us good-naturedly that we can 
learn much from the behaviour of worldly people who act very prudently 
with regal'd to their temporal affairs. Let us see what they do; let us 
examine the actions of a typical worldling, viz., the unjust administrator 
of today's gospel. 

First, he measures his capabilities, finding out what to his mind is 
impossible for him to do and what is possible. Discovering that there is 
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nothing much which he personally can tackle or is 'willing to tackle, he 
looks about for somebody in whom to pin his hopes. Ironically, he tries 
his luck on those very persons who normally would not have anything 
to do with him, namely his master's debtors. And crafty that he is, 
his pl-an clinches. Through an unscrupulous but adroit move, he makes 
those people debtors not anymore to his master but to himself. He doesn't 
care whether his master should fire him outright for that action; anyhow 
he is sure those persons would receive him. 

The qualities that the administrator exhibited in his action are: fore­
sight, decision, and rapidity in its execution. These qualities are com­
mendable in themselves, and they are what Our Lord praises in today's 
gospel, not the unjust action of the administrator. 

THE RIGHT USE OF RICHES: 

Coming now to ourselves, how many among us Christians can boast 
of having foresight in our spiritual life, of showing decision in important 
matters, of executing with rapidity a decision once taken. Is it not truer 
to admit that very often we behave as if we were blind completely lacking 
in foresight: otherwise how explain the attachment of sO many of us 
to the things of this world as though there were no other things but they, 
on which to rest our happiness? Is it not truer to admit that very often 
when we have to make an important decision in a critical moment of our 
life, a choice between good or evil, between remaining as friends of 
God or reducing ourselves to slaves of sinful pleasures, we show hesitation, 
weakness, if not outright surrender to sin? 

We really have much to learn from the behaviour of the unjust 
administrator. By using or rather, by abusing the riches of his master, 
he was able to befriend his master's debtors who would receive him 
when removed from his office. Similarly, by the right use of our riches, 
described here as mammon of iniquity, we can make friends with our 
poor and less-favored neighbors who will help us then with their prayers, 
and what is more, God Who said it as done to Himself, will reward us by 
receiving us to His everlasting dwelling. 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (August 4) 

SOBRIETY IN OPTIMISM: 

There is in our Catholic religion a note of soberness somewhat difficult 
to define. We know that God died for us and opened the gates of Heaven 
even when this Heaven occupied the least of our thoughts if at all. When 
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God acted so selflessly that way, what may we not expect from His good­
ness? Herein lies the explanation to the unfailing optimism of every true 
Christian. What he cannot do by his own power, he hopes to achieve 
by God's power. 

Yet for all his optimism, a Christian knows that his salvation is far 
from being certain. His will (and this is the terrible truth) could refuse 
to cooperate with God; he could close his eyes to truth and turn away his 
heart from grace. He could send his own soul to hell. 

Two thieves were dying with Christ on the cross; one to His right, 
the other to His left. One, by a free act of his will, merited to enter 
paradise that very same day Christ died; the other, also by a free act of 
his will, blasphemed Christ and died unrepentant. Where redemption was 
actually being realized by the blood of a God made man, that same place 
witnessed the salvation of one soul and the condemnation of another, 
although both died nearly at the same time and not fa]' from each other. 

WORK TREMBLINGLY OUR SALVATION: 

And this explains the note of soberness in our religion. We know 
that Heaven has been opened to us by Christ, but we know we can close 
it again to ourselves, and this forever. Salvation then being a thing of 
incertitude, we cannot give ourselves unreservedly to optimism. We must 
work silently, perseveringly, and in the words of the Apostle, tremblingly. 
In short we must be sober. 

This is the impression one gets from the Gospel of today. Who more 
than the Jews, the chosen people of God, have the right to be over­
optimistic; who more than they could rightfully entertain high hopes 
about their destiny? Christ originated from their race; He was born 
in their midst; He lived for more than thirty years in the land that their 
hands cultivated, their own feet had trodden; He taught for three con­
tinuous year~ in their synagogues and temple. Why, they could claim 
Heaven for their own! 

TERRIBLE POlVER OF FREEWILL: 

But what does the Gospel say? Comes Jesus, and drawing near to the 
city, to Jerusalem, the proud capital of the Jewish nation, He wept over it. 
The occasion was the Palm Sund'ay when Jesus entered the city amidst 
the acclamation and general rejoicing of the people. All they cried aloud 
with lOY. Thf'il' alleluias and their hosannas filled the ail' and sent 
a current of excitement like electricity through the hearts of everyone 
else. Jesus alone wept silently. Then in a tone of monologue, indicative 
of a heavy heart, of almost a despairing heart, He said to Jerusalem, the 
proud, over-confident, too-sure-of-itself city: "If thou has known, in this 
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thy day, even thou, the things that are for thy peace! But now they 
are hidden from thy eyes ..• " 

Few times was it known that Christ wept. And most of them resulted 
in the good, in one form or another, of those for whom He wept. But 
this time Jesus wept, because He was helpless, as it were, to prevent 
the Jews, His beloved countrymen, from heading towards their destruction. 
Jesus would want to save them, but they refused to be saved. How terrible 
at times is the power of man's freewill. He could bring about his own 
condemnation even against God's loving intentions. 

Beloved brethren: as St. Paul wrote in today's epistle also: "All these 
things were written for our correction." Let us learn from Jerusalem's 
dreadful fate. Let us not pride ourselves only with carrying the name 
of Christians. It did not avail the Jews to have Christ born in their 
midst and lived with them. No, certainly no! We must be Christians 
in truth and in reality! 

TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (August 11) 

TWO TYPES OF MEN: 

Two types of men are presented to us very appropriately by our 
Lord Jesus Christ in today's Gospel: one is the self-righteous kind who 
sees defects and imperfections in everybody else but himself; the other 
is aware of his sins and humbly seeks God's pardon for them. 

To which of these two types does each of us belong, will not be a 
difficult matter to find out. So clearly, SO accurately has our Lord drawn 
the line of division between them, that it needs only a bi'ief but frank 
self-examination to discover on which side of the line we stand. 

A THlRD C4TF:GORY: 

But there is a third type of men, about which we desire to talk to 
you for a few moments, which however is not mentioned in today's 
Gospel perhaps because it is found rarely among the bulk of christians. 
These men are those who embody in their lives the respective perfections 
of the first two types minus their defects. Like the first group, they are 
exact in the performance of their religious duties. Like the second, they 
are firmly grounded in humility. But unlike the first type, they do not 
despise their less religious brethren. And unlike the second, they have 
no serious sins to atone for. 
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This third type is the group of the saints of God, to which belongs 
the founder of the Order of Preachers, the great St. Dominic of Guzman. 
Perhaps there is no more adequate word to describe the calibre, the worth, 
the life of this saint than that of greatness. St. Dominic was great in 
the eyes of men, great in the eyes of the Church, great in the eyes of God, 
because his charity for men was boundless, his loyalty and dedication to 
the Church total, his submission and union with God unconditional and 
perfect. 

GIFTS OF NATURE AND GRACE: 

Rarely have nature and grace been so generous in lavishing their 
gifts as to St. Dominic, and rarely has a man been as faithful in cultivating 
to perfection those qualities given him by Providence. 

He was gifted with a nature of exquisite sensibility and profound 
force. He was always full of joy, and seemed ever ready to smile unless 
moved to pity by the affliction of his neighbors. Then would his flow 
of tears feel no inhibition, and his compassion for them would stir him 
to action that touched the very boundaries of heroism. Once as a student 
at the Spanish university of Palencia, when a famine scourged the region, 
he sold his indispensable books to buy food for his hungering compatriots. 
At another time, when a woman begged him tearfully for money to ransom 
a brother held captive by the Moors, Dominic having nothing them to give, 
offered his own person and liberty to replace her captive brother. Divine 
Providence who had great designs for this generous soul that seemed 
to live only for others, must have been tremendously pleased by his heroic 
resolution, for it sought to remedy the need of the poor captive in another 
way. 

The intellectual faculties of St. Dominic excelled in their perfection 
even his exquisite sensibility. Not only were his intelligence and will of 
the first order, but their balance and harmony found expression in a 
remarkable unity of action, all of which he placed at the service of Holy 
Mother Church. In his time, the Christian world was undergoing a crisis: 
on the one hand, heresy was wrecking havoc among the ranks of the 
faithful; on the other, souls clamored for the bread of doctrine and 
exhortation but there were very few to break it to them. After a clear 
grasp of the whole situation, St. Dominic conceived a bold and original 
plan of founding an order of priests whose duty and main concern would 
not differ from that of bishops: to defend the Faith and preach the gospel. 
Thus came into being the Order of Preachers, or as more popularly known, 
the Dominican Order, which has been giving continuously to Holy Mother 
Church missioners, educators, writers, preachers and saints. 

But where stood out more clearly Dominic's true greatness was in 
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his relations with God. God was his all-absorbing thought; God was the 
motive of all his actions; and God was the goal of all his aspirations. 

My beloved brethren: three things there are that we can learn from 
St. Dominic: love for our neighbor, loyalty to the Church, and union 
with God. 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST (August 18) 

JESUS CURES A DEAF AND DUMB: 

This Gospel story took place roughly in the regions North and North­
east of the Holy Land. There our Lord directed His steps to get away 
temporarily from the noise and rabble of the Palestinian cities, where His 
name was in the mouth of everyone. Try hard though He may to avoid 
the people's notice, in Decapolis however He was discovered and identified. 
They had heard of His goodness and of His power at curing all kinds 
of ailments. So they brought to Him a certain deaf and dumb, and 
entreated Jesus to help the poor one. Our Lord obligingly consented. 

At this point we may ask why Jesus did not cure the poorman 
with a single gesture. Also a simple command would have sufficed, as 
when He raised to life the dead Lazarus, or Jairus' daughter, or the dead 
son of the widow of Naim. But to cure this deaf and dumb, who besides 
was very much alive, Jesus must resort to several and varied gestures. 

Our Lord did all this to enkindle the faith of that man. It is the 
accustomed procedure of Jesus to require first from His would be benefi­
ciaries the tribute of faith. And the evangelists note on more than one 
occasion in their Gospels that it was lack of faith that accounted for the 
refusal sometimes of Jesus to work miracles. 

A HIDDEN MESSAGE: 

Your attention may have been struck by the matter-of-fact way this 
Gospel story is given. Perhaps our reaction to it is like that of someone 
who hears a really great adventure-story, but remains cold and indifferent 
because he happens not to be included in it. Yet underneath this Gospel 
story lies hidden a spiritual message for the instruction of everyone of us. 
Holy Mother Church seemed to have grasped that message when she 
adopted those gestures of Christ for use in the administration of the 
sacrament of Baptism, a sacrament which, as you know, is intended for 
the remedy of sin. 
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F01' there is a kind of spiritual deafness and spiritual dumbness, 
not infrequent among us catholics, whose cure requires hardly other remedy 
short of a miracle. 

THE SPIRITUALLY DEAF AND DUMB: 

The teachings of faith hardly impress such catholics anymore than 
good music stir the heart of one who is totally deaf. And the requirements 
of strict christian morals are not only given the cold shoulders but are 
even considered as a nuisance. Being deaf spiritually, there is no wonder 
that they are dumb spiritually also. Prayer? they are incapable of that. 
The wellsprings of their hearts have dried up, and their tongues are 
powerless to say a word of thanks to God for His favours, or a request 
for help in their misery. 

How have they arrived to such a low state of prostration? Habituation 
to mortal sins, and resistance to the promptings of grace. They commit 
mortal sins with the same naturality and unconcernedness as when they 
drink a glass of water. Their consciences have become inured to remorse. 
They are like a lifeless statue, unfeeling and insensitive towards spiritual 
things. 

However such christians need not despair about their case. If Jesus 
was willing and able to cure physical deafness and dumbness, so also, 
and much more, spiritual deafness and dumbness. And should a miracle 
of grace be necessary, it shall be done provided those spiritually sick 
put all their faith and confidence in Jesus. 

To conclude, we may say that this morning's Gospel story wishes 
to drive home the following lessons: If we wish to obtain anything from 
Jesus we should ask it with faith. Jesus has such a weakness for trust­
ing and believing souls. 

Let us beware of the causes that lead to spiritual deafness and 
dumbness. Let us avoid sin and not resist the promptings of grace. 

If we have the misfortune of suffering from such spiritual sickness, 
let us not despair of our condition but turn to Jesus with absolute confi­
dence, and beg Him to lay His hand upon our souls and restore to us 
power of hearing and speech so that heartening to the promptings c·f His 
grace we may live glorifying His name. 

Fr. MARIO BALTAZAR, O.P. 



CASES AND QUERIES 

INCENSATIONS DURING THE BENEDICTION WITH 
THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

In the Rubrics for the Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament it is stated that there be three incensations: 
first at the Opening of the Tabernacle; second, at the 
Tantum Ergo; and lastly at the Benediction. 

Nowadays the Novena to Our Lady of the Perpetual 
Help has become very popular. But in the Benediction 
luith the Blessed Sacrament that immediately follows 
the Novena Prayers only TWO incensatioms are made: 
One at the Tantum Ergo 1chich is sung at the opening 
of the Tabernacle; and the second at the Benediction 
or Blessing with the Blessed Sacrament. 

1m some parishes, mine among them, we still follow 
the three incensations J'equired: the first at the open­
ing of the Tabernacle with the singing of the 0 Saluta­
ris; the second at the singing of the Genitori at the 
Tantum Ergo; and the third at the Blessing with the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

Which is right? Is there a privilege gramted to 
the Redemptorist Fathers? 

* * * 

The Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament is a liturgical 
act and therefore all rites prescribed by the Rituale Romanum 
must be observed, (A.A.S., L, 646; Boletin Eclesiastico, 1959, 
p.86). 

. 1. 'Fhe f!it. Rom. (Tit. X, c. V, n. 5) prescribes only two 
mcensatlOns mstead of three as affirmed and practised by our 
consultant. The first incensation is to be done right after the 
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Blessed Sacrament is exposed in the ciborium or pyx, in the 
case of a private Exposition, or when the Holy Sacrament is 
placed in the monstrance, if it is a public Exposition. The sec­
ond is prescribed for the time while the Genitori Genitoque is 
sung. 

The practice of incensing the Blessed Sacrament during the 
benediction is not decreed in the rubrics, (S.C.R. Decreta Authen­
tica, 3108,6; 2156). However, if other is the custom of the 
place such practice can be retained provided that the approval of 
the Ordinary has been previously obtained: 

"Sicubi vero ex traditione immemorabili alius vigeat modus 
Eucharisticam Benedictionem impertiendi, hic modus ex licentia 
Ordinarii conservari potest; suadetur tamen prudenter romanum 
modum Benedictionis Eucharisticae promovere", (A.A.S., L, p. 
646) . 

Incensations can be omitted in private Expositions. The 
omission in this occasion seems to be in greater conformity with 
the practice of the Church, (S.C.R. Decreta Authentica, 2957; 
3108, 6; 3394; 4202). In the case of a public Exposition a double 
incensation is obligatory. 

2. We ignore the existence of any privilege granted to a 
religious group. However, the possibility of such favor can not 
be absolutely denied. 

FR. V. VICENTE, O.P. 

SOLEMNIZATION OF MIXED MARRIAGE 

There was a pagan Chinese who wanted to marry 
(( Catholic Filipina, but I refused to b((ptize him, on 
account of his serious negligence to learn the rudiments 
of the C((tholic Faith niter giving him enough time for 
this purpose, ((lleging that the unforeseen circumstances 
of his business forced him to disregard this duty. On 
the othCl' hand he irnsisted on getting married on the 
day prel'iously ((greed upon. I promised to solemnize 
thei1' m((ITi((.qe on the ((ppointed day, but as mixed m((r­
ri((ge ((nd ((fter I could have obt((ined dispensation of 
disparity of cult. Three wpeks later, they returned to 
me claiming, with documents at hand. that they were 
solemnly married inside the church of another diocese 
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(where they have a quasi-domicile), as dispensed by 
the bishop of that diocese. 

My present problem is this: what ceremonies are 
allowed irn a mixed marriage and does a bishop have any 
faculty to allow the solemnization of mixed marriage 
inside the church within his jurisdiction? 

* * * 

There are two kinds of mixed marriage which need two 
kinds of dispensation. The mixed marriage between a Catholic 
and a baptized non-Catholic which requires the dispensation of 
mixed religion, and the mixed marriage between a Catholic and 
an unbaptized non-Catholic, such as the Catholic woman men­
tioned with the pagan Chinese, which needs the dispensation of 
disparity of cult. 

Mixed marriages should be celebrated outside the church 
(Cfr. cc. 1109 & 2, 1071, 1060); that is, either at the sacristy, 
rectory, or private oratory (Cfr. Vlaming-Bender, Praelectiornes 
[uris Matrimonii, 4a Ed., Paulus Brand, Bussum in Hollandia, 
1950, p. 165). In case, however, the Ordinary prudently judges 
that this rule cannot be insisted upon without causing other 
greater evils, it is left to his prudent discretion to allow the 
celebration of mixed marriage to be solemnized inside the church 
within his jurisdiction (Cfr. c. 1109 & 2). 

It should be noted that the ordinary can only dispe~lse a 
mixed marriage to be solemnized inside the church within his 
jurisdiction in casu quo graviora mala t1:meantur (Cfr. Gasparri. 
Tractatus Canonicus de Matrimonio, II, n. 1067, p. 168), and 
the dispensation should not prejudice the provision of canon 
1102 & 2. 

The New Code of Canon Law, canon 1102 & 2 forbids all the 
sacred rites in mixed marriages. In other words, a parish priest 
or any authorized Catholic priest "in mixtis nuptiis celebrandis 
a quovis ritu sacro (veste sacra, formula 'Ego vos conjungo', be­
nedictione sponsarum et annuli, cereis accensis) abstineat" (Cfr. 
Vlaming-Bender, op. cit., p. 157). 

Nevertheless, if it is foreseen that greater evils will result 
from this prohibition, the same canon 1102 & Z enjoins the Ordin­
ary to permit some of the usual ecclesiastical ceremonies, such as 
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private blessings of the ring, if the Catholic party asks for it; 
priestly blessing and short but excellent exhortation about the 
sacredness of marriage, obligation and mutual fidelity (Cfr. 
Vlaming-Bender, Ibidem, p. 157), excluding always the celebra­
tion of the Mass either as votive Mass "pro sponsis" or otherwise 
if that Mass from the circumstances can be considered as a 
completion of the marriage ceremony (A.A.S. XVII, 583). 

In the present problem, we surmise that the bishop of the 
said diocese must have weighed carefully in mind all the circum­
stances that led him to dispense the celebration of this mixed 
marriage to take place inside the church. 

REV. B. ARCENAS, J.C.L. 

DE ABSOLUTIONE PUERORUM AD PRIMAM COMMU­
NIONEM NONDUM ADMISSORUM 

Sacerdos, pius et timoratus, confessionem audit 
pueri nondum ad primam communionem admissi. Ti­
mens sacramentum exponems periculo nullitatis, eo 
quod pueros censeat incapaces debitae instructionis con­
tritionisque, absolutionem puero denegat. 

Quaeritur: 
1. An sacerdos recte egerit? 
2. An aliquando possint et debeant absolvi pueri 

nondum ad primam communionem admissi? 
3. Quomodo cum pueris sit agendum hac in re? 

* * * 

1. Sacerdos in casu non recte egit et solummodo processit 
mera opinione fretus, meraque praesumptione. 

Generice loquendo pueri utique ilIa carent instructione, qua 
adulti pollere solent. At instructio adultorum non debet in pue­
ris requiri. Sufficit enim ut pro eorum aetate doctrinae chris­
tianae convenientem cognitionem habeant. 

2. Pueri possunt et debent absolvi, saltern quoties prudenter 
confesarius iudicet eos peccatum mortale contraxisse, vel de hoc 
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fundatam habeat SUSplClOnem. Esset enim magna impruden­
tia et inmanis crudelitas tales pueros vinculis Satanae irretitos 
et periculo aeternae damnation is expositos, tandiu derelinquere. 
Qui enim possunt a Deo separari per peccatum, possunt pariter 
illi conciliari per poenitentiam. 

3. Sic generice debet agere confessarius. Imprimis eis per­
mittat sua peccata explicare. Si in explicatione defecerint, prae­
sertim si notentur doli capaces, iuvandi sunt per has aut similes 
quaestiones: An diebus dominicis et de praecepto Missae devote 
interfuerint? An cathecismi instructionem neglexerint? An 
parentibus et praepositis obedientes fuerint? .. 

Si puer appareat audacior, interrogari poterit, at caute: An 
cum sociis indecenter egerit? Si fatetur, interrogare fas erit, 
et qua frequentia illud perpetraverit. Semper tamen caveat con­
fessarius ne nimius sit in examinando pueros aut indiscrete in­
terroget. 

c. M. 



STATE LAW 

RECENT DECISIONS 

PUBLIC OFFICERS.-Suspension of government employee 
a few minutes before his automatic retirement does mot operate 
to extend his services with the government; consequently, he is 
not entitled to salaries corresponding to the period of his suspen­
sion. 

VICENTE FRAGANTE vs. PEOPLE'S HOMESITE & HOUS­
ING CORPORATION, G.R. No. L-16020, Jan. 30, 1962. 

COMMENTS: One of the modes for terminating official 
relations is reaching a certain age. Section 12 (c) of Common­
wealth Act No. 186, as inserted by Section 8 of Republic Act 660, 
and as amended by Section 6 of Republic Act 728 provides for 
automatic and compulsory retirement at sixty-five years, provid­
ed the employee has completed fifteen years of service and that 
he has not been separated from the service during the last three 
years of service prior to retirement. Said section further pro­
vides for an occasion where the services of a public officer or 
employee may be extended, and this is to be accomplished with 
the specific approval of the President of the Philippines, should 
such officer or employee be in the service of the Executive 
Department. 

Specific approval is essential in order that such extension 
of service may take place, so that the intention of the President 
to have a public officer or employee continue in office may not 
be implied from the mere fact that a public employee is suspend­
ed until termination of investigation of charges preferred 
against him. 

... * ... 
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CIVIL PROCEDURE.-Sales orders and delivery receipts, 
not being complete agreements, do not constitute written con­
tracts for purposes of prescription. 

PHILIPPINE NATIONAL BANK vs. FRANCISCO BUE­
NASEDA, G.R. No. L-17078, Jan. 29,1962. 

COMMENTS: The sales orders are not complete agree­
ments. The amount to be paid and the manner of payment do 
not appear in the writing but must be supplied by oral proof. 
Where the agreement is partly oral and partly written, the 
writing is not within the purview of the statue. 

* * * 

. DAMAGES.-The registered owner of vehicle is directly 
and primarily responsible arnd liable for damages to passengers 
or. third persons, irrespective of the actual owner. 

DIWATA VARGAS vs. SALVADOR LANGCAY, et al., 
G.R. No. L-17459, Sept. 29, 1962. 

COMMENTS: 'rhe aim and policy behind the ruling of 
the Supreme Court in the above case was enunciated in l!Jrezo 
vs. Jepte (L-~6V5, bept. 3u, l~ti'I) thus, ··W here a registereu 
owner allowed to eva<1e responsibility by proving who the sup­
posed transferee or owner IS, It would oe easy 101' him by COl­

lUSIOn WIth others or otherWIse, to escape said responsIblllty 
and transfer the same to an mdefinite person, or to one wno 
possesses no property WIth WhICh to respond fmancially 101' tne 
damage or injury done. A victim of reCklessness on tne PUblIC 
highways is without means to dIscover or identify the person 
actually causing the injury or damage. He has no means other 
than by a recourse to the registration in the Motor Vehicles 
Office to determine who is the owner. The protection that the 
law aims to extend to hIm would become lHusory where the 
registered owner given the opportunity to escape liability by 
disproving his ownership. If the policy of the law is to be 
enforced and carried out, the registered owner should not be 
allowed to prove the contrary to the prejudice of the person 
injured." 



NEWS 

FOREIGN 

Pope John XXIII is Dead.­
Pope John XXIII, one of the 
greatest Popes in the history of 
the Roman Catholic church, died 
in the fifth year of his reign. 

The 81-year-old Pope went to 
his death slowly, in prayer and 
suffering, his stout peasant's heart 
carrying him through more than 
three days of final agony that was 
relieved only by lapses into comas. 

The 262nd supreme Pontiff of 
the Roman Catholic church was 81 
years of age. He had reigned, for 
four years, seven months and six 
days. 

The announcement was made in 
the Vatican press room by Giorgio 
Luigi Bernucci of the Vatican city 
newspaper "Osservatore Romano." 

In making the death announce­
ment, Bernucci said: 

"The Pope of goodness expired 
religiously and serenely after he 
received the sacraments of the 
Holy Roman church in his aposto­
lic palace at 9 :49 p.m. of today, 
June 3, 1963, carefully attended by 
the most intimate assist'1lnts and 
doctors." 

The Vatican radio announced 
the news in numerous other lan­
guages. 

The Pope had been aware of ap-

proaching death and accepted it 
serenely. During a lucid period on 
Saturd'1lY, he told an aide: 

"I could observe my death step 
by step. Now I am gently moving 
toward the end." 

During his pontificate, John 
held five consistories for the nam­
ing of 52 cardinals, plus the three 
he named secretly "in pectore." 
The cardinals came from 21 coun­
tries, including the first "princess 
of the church" from Mexico, Uru­
guay, Africa, Japan and the Phil­
ippines. 

In some ways the pope's person­
'1llity almost overshadowed the 
work of his pontificate. 

As death came, many remember­
ed the words the Pontiff had spok­
en years before: 

"It is my personal experience 
that as a person grows older with 
faith in his heart, he feels increas­
ingly familial' with those who pre­
ceded him, looking to the other 
shore where there are so many of 
his fri('nds. What little of one's 
life is left is m'1lde savory by the 
awaiting us with the promised re­
ward for good works." 

World's Tribute to the Pontiff. -
All the world mourned Pope John 
XXIII as the man who died with-
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out an enemy, leaving an emptiness 
in millions of hearts. 

The mighty and the humble paid 
. tribute to the Pope of Peace, a 
great religious leader whose con­
cern was the salvation of all man­
kind - Jews, Protestants, Mos­
lems, Buddhists, Shintoists, Hin­
dus, Roman Catholics and the of­
ficially atheistic Communists. 

The only dark spot in the world 
was Communist Asia - Red Chi­
na, North Vietnam and North Ko­
rea - where the state radios ap­
parently did not even mention his 
death as they had ignored his ill­
ness and the long hours of agony 
that stirred the world. 

World leaders joined in expres­
sions of sorrow - Kennedy, 
Khrushchev, Macmillan, De Gaulle, 
Tito, Nasser, Nehru, Chiang, Fran­
co, Salazar, Elizabeth II, Macapa­
gal, Betancourt, De Valera, Bau­
douin, Hassan, Menzies, Holyoake, 
Hirohito, Ikeda, Hussein, Shazar, 
Makarios ... 

Predominantly Catholic countries 
proclaimed national mourning­
Spain, Ireland, Italy and Austria. 
The Philippines, the only Catholic 
nation in Asia where Buddhism, 
Mohammedism, Shintoism and In­
duism prevail, also went into 
mourning. 

Most of the tributes were to his 
work for peace. 

Israeli newspapers called him 
"the Pope of Peace" and the Pope 
most warmly esteemed in the an­
nals of the Catholic church by 
Christians, members of other 
faiths, and even Communists. 

A few hours before the Pope's 
death, the Israeli chief rabbinate 
received a message from the Vati­
can thanking Chief Rabbi Yitzhak 
Nissim for his cabled wishes for 
his recovery. This was the first 
time communications ever were ex­
changed between the rabbinate 
and the Vatican. 

Soviet Premier Nikita Khrush­
chev led the praise from behind 
the Iron Curtain, saying Russians 
would retain a "goodmemory" of 
the Pope. The communist party 
newspaper Pravda, described the 
Pope as a "firm partisan of peace 
between all nations." 

The party newspaper in Com­
munist East Germany reported 
the Pope's death in black-bordered 
headlines. 

In protestant Norway, the gov­
ernment newspaper Arbeiderbladet 
said the Pope "tore a hole in all 
barriers by his warm humanity." 
The FLN newspaper, Le Peuple, 
in Moslem Algeria said "Algeria 
associates itself with the sadness 
of the Vatican." 

For the first time in history, the 
flag of the Anglican primate of 
England, the archbishop of Can­
terburry Dr. Arthur Ramsey, 
flew at half staff in tribute to the 
head of another church. 

Communist Cuba joined other 
Latin American countries in or­
dering flags dipped to half-staff in 
mourning, but press coverage of 
the Pope's death was subordinated 
to reports of the return of dictator 
Fidel Castro from Russia. 



John XXIII Laid to Rest.­
The Roman Catholic church buried 
Pope John XXIII, the peasant's 
son who gave Christendom a new 
urge for unity, in St. Peter's Ba­
silica. 

The private ceremony came af­
ter two days of public viewing of 
the body, which the Vatican said 
drew two million mourners to the 
Basilica. 

To give a glimpse to those in 
St. Peter's square who could not 
get in, the body was borne briefly 
from the Basilica just before the 
burial. 

The 81-year-old pontiff, was 
laid to rest in a triple coffin of 
walnut, lead and cypress in a 
grotto he himself selected two 
years ago. 

However, his last will and test­
ament disclosed by the Vatican 
press office, expressed hope that 
his remains eventually would be 
transferred to Lateran Palace ad­
joining the Cathedral of St. John 
Lateran, His See as bishop of 
Rome. He suggested the transfer 
be made after completion of a pro­
ject he instituted to convert the 
palace from a museum into a vi­
cariate. 

An unprecedented tide of peo­
ple - great and humble alike -
had shuffled for two days past the 
body of this Supreme Pontiff who 
worked all his adult life for the 
brotherhood of man. 

"Nurses Should not Strike". -
The Uganda Catholic Nurses Guild 
at their sixth annual general meet-
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ing, resolved, that nurses should 
not go on strike, even under severe 
provocation. A nurse's dedication 
to the preserving of human life 
does not allow measures which 
would endanger patients. The 
question arose because of opposi­
tion on ethical grounds to a ruling 
at a large government hospital 
here imposing the use of identifi­
cation numbers. 

World Educational Statistics.­
The number of people under twen­
ty receiving schooling throughout 
the world rose from 257 million in 
1950 i{) 417 million in 1960, an in­
crease of 62%. 

This was stated by M. Rene Ma­
heu, Director General of UNES­
CO, in his inaugural address to a 
meeting of experts who met in Pa­
ris from March 25 to 29 to orga­
nise a survey on the education of 
young people outside school and 
to prepare an International Con­
ference on Youth, to be held in 
Grenoble in 1964. 

The proportion of under-twen­
ties in the total population is in­
creasing in most countries. In a 
European country young people 
may amount to less than 30% of 
the population; they form a much 
higher percentage of the popula­
tion in Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America. M. Maheu quoted the fol­
lowing percentages which, according 
to demographic forecasts, are still 
rlsmg: Algeria 42.6%, Sudan 
57.3%, the Philippines 56.4%, Pa­
raguay 52%, and Costa Rica 55.9%. 
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Millions of children and young 
people are receiving no schooling 
at all, and only a minority of 
those who have received a prima­
ry education go on to a secondary 
school. "Consequently," M. Maheu 
said, "outside-school education 
has a notable task before it: it 
must enable to great number of 
adolescents to obtain instruction or 
to complete their instruction, to re­
ceive some culture or to complete 
their culture; as a preparation 
both for their professional life and 
for their leisure time. 

Ban on Flags Causes Trouble. -
The South Vietnamese government 
of President N go dinh Diem has 
forbidden the flying of any flag, 
religious or other, except the na­
tional flag of the RepUblic of Viet­
nam. 

The ban was not published but 
was apparently communicated pri­
vately to leaders of various reli­
gious groups. 

Coming almost on the eve of the 
festival of Buddha's birthday the 
order caused resentment among 
Vietnamese Buddhists. They usual­
ly fly the multicoloured Buddhist 
flag on festive occasions. 

In Hue, former imperial capital, 
the ban seems to have been re­
sponsible for the demonstration 
leading to disturbances in which 
seven people were killed, according 
to the official announcement. Bud­
dhists here allege a higher number 
of deaths. Government sources are 
reticent. 

The ban affects Catholics also. 
They have been accustomed to fly 

the papal colours of yellow and 
white and Our Lady's colours of 
blue and white on feastdays, dur­
ing processions and whenever a 
bishop visits a parish. 

The display of flags inside 
churches and temples was not 
banned. 

Buddhists here are reportedly 
appealing to President Ngo dinh 
Diem to revoke the ban on flags 
and compensate the families of 
those killed in the Hue incidents. 

Australian Aborigines Honour 
Memory of 'Bishop with 150 
Wives.' - Aborigines on Melville 
Island h:lve raised a monument in 
honour of the late Bishop F. X. 
Gsell, M.S.C., the famous mission­
ary known by the strange nick­
name, "the Bishop with 150 wives". 

Tiwi tribesmen directed by a 
Pam aborigine, Albert Croker, 
built the monument in a Pam vil­
lage. It is believed to be the first 
monument put up by aborigines 
in honour of a white man. 

Bishop Gsell, born in Alsace-Lor­
raine, worked among the abori­
gines in the Northern Territory for 
50 years and was Bishop of Dar­
win from 1938 to 1948. He was 
87 when he died in retirement in 
1960. 

To save young aboriginal girls 
on Bathrust Island from the ser· 
vitude involved in marriage to trio 
bal elders, he went through tribal 
marriage ceremonies involving 
gifts of flour, sugar, axes, tobac­
co, and cloth. The girls later mar­
ried young men of their choice at 
the mission church. 
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Requiem Mass for John XXIII. 
- Rufino J. Cardinal Santos, 
archbishop of Manila, officiated at 
a solemn requiem mass in honor of 
the late Pope John XXIII. 

The mass celebrated at the Me­
tropolitan cathedml was attended 
by ranking prelates and r:.1embers 
of lay Catholic organizations. 

Cardinal Santos later delivered 
an eulogy on the late Pontiff. 

Papal Nuncio Salvatore Siino 
witnessed the solemn rites from a 
special platform at the cathedral 
sanctuary. 

Following the solemn mass, the 
ceremony of the five absolutions 
was held over a catafalque at the 

. foot of the altar. 

Absolving bishops were Msgl'. 
Artemio G. Casas, absolution 
"8ubvenite;" Msgr. Pedro N. Ban­
tigue, absolutiGn "Qui Lazarum;" 
Msgr. Hernando Antipord.l, abso­
lution "Domini Quando Veneris;" 
Msgr. Juan B. Velasco, O.P., ab­
solution "Ne Recorderis;" and 
Papal Nuncio Siino, absolution 
"Libera Me." 

The rite of the five absolutions 
is usually performed at cathedral 
churches or other designated 
churches and is generally restrict­
ed to funemls of popes, cardinals, . 
metropolitans, bishops-ordinary, Ca­
tholic sovereigns and ruling prin· 
ces. 

Bishop Gaviola Consec.rated, In­
stalled in Solemn Rites. - Rey. 

.Mariano G. Gaviola, secretary-ge­
neral of Catholic Welfare Organi­
zation, became first bishop of Ca­
banatuan in a two-hour long cere­
mony officiated by the Apostolic 
Nuncio to the Philippines, Archbi­
shop Salvatore Siino, at Cabana­
tuan city cathedral, Tuesday, June 
4th. 

The Papal Nuncio's co-consecra­

tors we;'e Bishop Emilio Cinense 

of San Fernando and Archbishop 

Juan C. Sison of Nueva Segovia. 
Archbishop Sison had to replace 

Bishop Manuel Mascariiias of 

Tagbilaran who on account of ill­

ness was unable to. come . 

Archbishop Julio S. Rosales of 
Cebu preached a sermon. 

The newly installed bishop is the 
son of the late Lt. Col. Roman Ga­
viola and Filomena Garces. He en­
tered the Semia:tio. de San Carlos 
in Cebu City and was ordained 
priest on April 2, 1949. He obtained 
his doctorate in Canon -Law at 
UST Central Seminary, March 15, 
1953. 

The province of Nueva Ecija was 
made into a diocese by His Holi­
ness, Pope John XXIII, last March 
12, 1963. This new diocese is called 
the Diocese of Cabanatuan, wi.th 
Cubanatuan City as its seat and 
the residence of its bishop. 
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COLLECTIVE MASS WITH HYMNS. - Salesian School, Macao; 1960 
(HK PI.00) 

The end of this booklet is to help the faithful to t ake an active part in 
the Sacrifice of Mass according to the latest instructions issued by the Holy 
See. On one hand the music of the hymns is so simple that it can be. easily 
learned by the Congregation of faithful , an.d on the other hand it is so 
harmonious that it corresponds to the sublimity of Mass. The words are 
composed so well that they can be recited even independently from the music. 
We have received: information from some parishes and schools where tlut; 
method has been introduoed stating that it has proved a great success. 

In some countries this booklet 'has been recommended by the hierarchy 
as lln . ideal method. 

For the sake of variety, we have added a second method which can be 
used independently from the music. 

For these reasons we hope that you will try to introduce it in your 
parish (school). 

---- 0 0 0 ----

THE DISSOLUTION OF THE MATRIMONIAL BOND IN ECCLESIAS­
TICAL JURISPRUDENCE.-By Antoninus Abate, O.P., Desclee § Co., 
New York, 1962. 

The Ohurch's activity is dominated and regulated by the supreme law 
of "salus anima.rum". 

The purpose of this work is to give an outline of how far the Church 
goes in applying this norm to a very deltcate problem, namely, the dissolu­
tion of the matrimonial bond. 

The descriptIOn of the extent of the Church's power is based almost 
~clusively on the practice of the Holy See. It is not an easy task to 
collect and order the pertinent documents issued by the various Sacred Con­
gregations. Many of these documents are published here for the first time. 

This work may be of some value in the use of a pract ice followed by 
the Church in extraordinary circumstances. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE COAT OF ARMS 
OF POPE PAUL VI 

Red Field . 
Mountain of six summits in the italian 
manner rising from the lower tip of th e 
shield - Accompanied by three lilies 
(1,2) ahove.-
The whole in silver . 
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