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29. Utrum liceat complere circulum post Dominus vobiscum
ante postcommunionem cum liber missalis sit ad latus sinistrum
celebrantis, secundum exemplum ad Orate fratres?

Resp.: Affirmative.
Ad n. 87:

30. Utrum benedictio finalis omitti possit, quando benedictio
eucharistica immediate sequitur celebrationem Missae?

Resp.: Negative. Agitur enim de duabus actionibus diversis
et non inter se connexis. Immo magis conveniens videtur ut
benedictio eucharistica immediate post Missam non detur.

DE RITU SERVANDO IN CONCELEBRATIONE MISSAE

AdRATE29 b

31. Utrum conveniat habere concelebrationem occasione fune-
brium, loco plurium Missarum singularium quae alicubi durante
Missa exsequiali celebrari solent?

Resp.: Affirmative.

Ad n. 15:
32. Utrum ministri sacri qui bis in die in Missa concelebrata
munere suo funguntur, etiam bis sub utraque specie communi-
care possint?

Resp.: Affirmative.
Ad n. 31:

33. Utrum etiam Episcopi concelebrantes incensentur per mo-
dum unius?

Resp.: Affirmative.

Ad n. 39 ¢:
34. Utrum liceat rubricam Ritus concelebrationis Missae n. 39,
¢: « Verba consecrationis, manu dextera... ad panem et ad

calicem extensa » ita interpretari, ut palma manus versa sit ad
" latus (non ad terram), ut extensio manus intellegatur ut gestus
demonstrativus et congruat cum verbis: « Hoe, Hic est...»?

Resp.: Affirmative.



vbrantes qui stant c1rca mensam altaris, osculantur illud; de
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Ad.n. 39, e:

35. "Utrum concelebrantes qui stant circa mensam altaris ns
osculentur ad verba «ex hac altaris participatione »? o

Resp.: Affirmative, secundum Ritum servandum in concelé
bratione Missae p. 68: « ...celebrans principalis, et con

omnes se erigunt .

" DE RITU COMMUNIONIS SUB UTRAQUE SPECIE

Ad n. 1. 8):

36. Utrum « confirmati adulti » intellegantur sensu iuridico,
in C.I.C., can. 745 § 2, 2, scilicet ii, qui rationis usu fruuntur,
an sensu vulgan 1. e. ii, qui saltem annos pubertatis adepti sint’ f.=5

+uResp.: Ti, qui annos pubertatis adepti sunt.
Ad n. 1. 11):

37. Utrum, relate ad Communionem sub utraque specie, quan:
do sermo est de « fratribus conversis », agatur

a) tantum de illis, qui partem ministrantium in concele-‘
bratlone Missae agunt? :

"“b) de omnibus fratribus conversis professis, qui, concele-
brationni Missae participant?

Resp.:
ad a) Negative.
- ad b) Affirmative.
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scuenin.e OF 1964 MISSION COLLECTIONS

Opus S. Pro Mission S. Memberships 1963 Increase

Petri Negritis Collection Donation Pro Fide H. Child. Subscript. Total Total Decrease
P 2,357.28 P 3,138.34 P149,963.83 P 5,026.03 P 49,428.42 P 17,809.75 P 8,752.00 P236,475.65 P195,006.01 P 41,469.64
335.65 24,889.00 28.80 340.64 227.3b 25,821.44 15,692.32 10,129.12

237.17 265.68 33,000.67 201.40 893.93 573,06 85,171,90 31,618.30 3,663.60
138.45 388.39 14,505.31 4.30 31.20 446.54 419.20 15,933.39 13,441.98 °  2,491.41
104.84 366.10 13,321.71 25.00 34.50 349.41 153.00 14,354.56 12,281.65 2,072.91
339.20 312.35 1,569.30 10.40 4.80 570.76 177.156 2,983.95 2,561.37 422.58
248.10 400.04 6,411.27 .20 2.40 556.07 232.056 7,850.13 9,350.09 (1,499.96)
349.23 263.34 6,050.68 .60 340.20 180.00 558.15 7,742.20 10,775.29 (3,033.09)
247.53 201.80 9,319.78 4.00 3.60 260.55 80.70 10,117.96 4,957.10 5,160.86
1,140.65 248.568 12,293.50 1.70 3,765.19 903.85 803.85 19,157.32 15,740.25 3,417.07
200.00 103.00 4,083.15 329.60 359.00 319.05 5,393.80 2,985.97 2,407.83
-328.25 31.23 6,325.38 5.00 177.20 34.63 150.15 7,051.84 4,871.79 2,180.05
214.46 378.64 10,821.27 5.00 16.80 567.46 129.15 12,132.78 10,779.57 1,3563.21
121.82 133.28 5,957.55 10.50 89.60 149.72 180.19 6,642.66 - 5,668.70 1,073.96

: 164.90 7,792.85 2.40 285.20 415.41 149.25 8,810.01 7.752.85 1,057.16
49.25 97.06 4,210.95 2560.00 13.80 119.09 103.35 4,843.50 4,006.05 777.45
92.70 87.30 4,5637.62 10.20 255.10 99.60 5,082.52 4,351.95 730,57
330.19 471.94 11,907.03 19.80 132.90 725.43 385.55 13,972.84 13,450.76 522.08
245.20 336.01 7,893.05 72.60 410.44 192,05 9,149.35 8,700.00 449,356
1566.69 241.08 9,890.356 1.20 149.40 488.97 251.05 11,178.74 10,766.09 412.65
305.91 413.58 27,672.83 23.60 142.60 684.94 399.45 29,642.91 29,660.55 (7.64)
75.95 : 1,831.51 10.00 151.20 374.45 . 2,443.11 2,495.07 (51.96)
156.09 337.50 7,000.40 .50 132.95 442.49 265.20 8,335.13 8,513.569 (178.46)
126.24 405.46 4,197.80 .35 3.60 359.30 102.95 5,195.70 5,446.75 (251.05)
215.75 270.75 5,648.63 46.43 215.05 404.25 167.25 6,868.11 7,294.20 (426.09)
19.17 31.23 3,954.16 9.60 143.00 4,157.16 4,936.82 (779.66)
74.05 233.70 13,5697.10 10.00 400.10 622.83 219.80 15,157.58 16,296.48 (1,138,901

P 7,874.17 P 9,656.93 P408,446.68 P §5,457.01 P 56,172.91 P 28,350.566 P 15,607.99

P531,666.24 P459,251.55 P 72.3i4.69
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Opus S. ssion S. Membership 1963 Increase
Petri Negritis Collection Donation Pro Fide H. Child. Subscript. Total Total Decrease
P 7,874.17 P 9,656.93 P408,446.68 P 5,457.01 P 56,172.91 P 28,350.556 P 15,607.99 P531,566.24 P459,251.55 P 72,314.69
139.00 159.00 7.707.25 22.20 214.00 73.50 8,314.95 5,648.35 2,666.60
48.73 113.59 7,079.04 150.60 28.05 7,420.01 5,167.81 2,262.20
294.19 464.19 8,794.84 10.20 1,565.89 133.65 11,262.96 9,055.49 2,207.47
133.80 256.75 2,625.15 185.72 61.05 3,262.47 1,988.80 1,273.67
80.20 68.30 5,081.00 65.70 161.00 84.60 5,640.80 4,590.50 950.30
406.45 269.09 6,604.75 .60 655.04 146.90 8,082.83 7,852.62 230.21
613.10 21.90 635.00 826.00 (191.00)
83.90 65.92 1,304.75 41.35 239.10 63.00 136.05 1,934.07 2,266.89 (332.82)
124.10 82.50 2,747.32 30.00 168.64 84.45 3,237.01 3,794.97 (557.96)
100.25 164.96 9,697.56 1.80 30.60 166.73 65.95 10,227.85 11,562.44 (1,334.59)
46.17 1,309.40 3.00 31.20 1,389.77 1,389.77
260.74 127.46 7.840.32 277.00 302.21 328.80 9,136.53 6,705.37 2,431.16
105.00 66.00 2.062.31 15.60 76.00 58.35 2,383.26 1,645.80 737.46
3,066.95 30.00 2.40 30.75 3,130.10 2,830.98 299.12
759.85 653.02 13,5653.22 36.60 2,396.40 159.50 17,558.59 20,612.29 (3,053.70)
P 10,456.55 P 12,147.71 P488.533.64 P 5,530.16 P 56,905.91 P 34,455.78 P 17,052.69 P625,082.44 P543,789.86 P 81,292.58
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DOCTRINAL SECTION

OF CLERICS AND FREQUENT CONFESSION

Not infrequently we hear the question: How often should clerics
confess? Is frequent cbnfession necessary for them?

The Church answers both questions clearly. Since the priest cele-
brates Holy Mass he must appear before the altar to offer the august
sacrifice “cleansed” of all serious sin. St. Paul in his letter to the Christ-
ians of Corinth says: “Everybody who unworthily will have eaten this
bread and drunk the cup of the Lord will be guilty of the Body and of
the Blood of the Lord. Therefore a man should try himself and eat
this bread and drink this cup. For he who eats and drinks unworthily
eats and drinks a condemnation to himself, because he does not dis-
cover the Body of the Lord. That is why there are many among you
people who are sick in body and mind. That is why some are dying
(suddenly).” (Chap. 11, 28-30).

Canon Law decrees that the priest who celebrates Mass be in the
state of grace. “He who is conscious of mortal sin is, by divine com-
mand, forbidden to celebrate mass.” To this law there is an exception,
namely:  “When there is no confessor at hand, and the celebration of
the mass is urgent. However, in the above case, the same canon (canon
§07) commands that the priest, who celebrates under those conditions,
make an act of perfect contrition before the mass.” The same canon
prescribes further “that the priest who has celebrated in that way is
obliged by the Church to go to confession as soon as he possibly can,
that is, within threc days or so.”

Pronouncements by the Pope

The popes, too, have been emphatic on this question. St. Pius X
in his “Haerent Animo” (August 4, 1908) writes to the Catholic clergy:
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“It is bitterly to be deplored that a priest who exhorts and arouses others
to wash away without delay the stains from their souls, is himself so
sluggish in doing this that he delays even for months; he who knows how
to pour the health-giving oil and wine into te wounds of others is him:
self content to lic wounded by the wayside, and lacks the prudence to
call for a saving hand of a brother who 1s almost within his grasp”. (Cfe
Mgr. Vouillot: The Catholic Priesthood”, 1, n. 173), Pope Pius XII,
too, has repeatedly exhorted the clergy to confess frequently. In his ency-
clical “Mpystici Corporis” (1943) he condemns the erroneous doctri
which tended to attach less importance to the frequent confession of
venial sins. “To advance with increasing fervor on the road to virtue, we
recommend earnestly the pious practice of frequent confession introduced
by the Church under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. .. Those, there-
fore, who diminish the esteem of frequent confession among the younger
clergy, should realize that they are doing something forcign to the spirit
of Christ and deeply harmful to the mystical Body of Our Saviour.”

In his encyclical “Humani Generis” (August 12, 1950) the sa
Pope returns to the question with great emphacsis:

- “May it never happen, beloved sons, that the minister of this salutary:
means of reconciliation, himself refrains from this Sacrament. On this
matter as you know, the Church decrees that local Ordinaries shall take
care that all clerics frequently cleanse the stains of their consciences m
the Sacrament of Penance... By frequent confession, true knowledge of
self is increased, Christian humxhtv grows, evi] habits are uprooted spiri-
tual indifference and lukewarmness are resisted, conscience is purified, the -
will is strengthened, salutary guidance is obtained and by the efficacy of
the Sacramental grace is increased. ..”

It is because some priests consider frequent confession, especially of
venial sins, of little importance, that they sometimes lcad their penitents
into error. There’s the case of a lady in Europe who boasted she was
receiving Holy Communion every day, yet had not been to confession |
for two years. Thank God not all clerics are imbued with such erro-
neous opinions. I have known many outstanding prelates who really va-
lued frequent confession. I shall here mention only two. The first
is Archbishop Harty, former American Ordinary for Manila, He used to
say to his clergy that he had complete confidence in those of his priests
who went to confession every week. The second was Bishop Mackinley,
formerly of Nueva Caceres. He kept a record of all his priests in his
room with a notice against their names of their regular confessions.
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Why frequent confession?

Pope Pius XII, in his encyclical “Human: Generis” mentioned above,

gives the reasons by enumerating the principal effects of confession:

1)

) (8]
e

The Sacrament of Penance forgives sins, both mortal and venial which
we have committed after Baptism. This it does by applying to our
souls the merits of the precious Blood of the Savior which as St. John
tells us “cleanses us from all sins” (I Jo. I, 7). Hence we may gather
that there is no sin, however enormous, which the Blood of Jesus Christ
is not able to wash away. Even the treason of Judas could have found
pardon, if he had acknowledged and sincerely repented of his crme,
just as Peter id. Therefore no priest, no matter how heavy the sin
he might have committed, has any reason to despair, and he will
gain the admiration of his confessor.

Penance remits the eternal punishment due to mortal sin,

It remits at least a portion of the temporal punishment due to mor-
tal sins or venial sins which are already forgiven. It does not always,
like Baptism, remit all the temporal punishments, because justice re-
quires that God should make come difference between those whom
He forgives for the first time and those whom He pardons after they
have abused His graces and began to offend Him again.

This Sacrament also restores or increases sanctifying grace in the soul.
If we are deprived of sanctifying grace, our soul like a dead body, is
unfit to move toward Heaven, so that our works are unworthy of any
eternal reward. The Sacrament of Penance restores our souls to that
brightness and divine lustre as adorned the soul before sin was com-
mitted. The merits of the penitent which were annulled by his mor-
tal sin, because of God’s infinite mercy, are restored.

But if we were already possessed of Sanctifying grace, Penance,
like the other Sacraments, increases it. It makes the divine light of
our soul brighter, more like to God’s infinite beauty and brightness;
it makes us therefore more pleasing to God, more full of spiritual life
and better fitted to direct our thoughts and works towards heaven.

The Sacrament of Confession also infuses into our soul a special
strength, called Sacramental grace. When the lungs are affected by
tuberculosis or consumption, the invalid is ordered to take in addition
to medicine, more abundant food and longer periods of rest. Food
and rest invigorate the life and strength of the whole body. By re-
invigorating the organ affected by consumption, it has also the salu-
tary effect of reviving and restoring the wasted tissues. Such also
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is the special effect of the Sacrament of Penance. By the increase
of Sanctifying grace and spiritual life infused into the soul we are
likewise strengthened and secured against future falls.

Penance protects us against future sins similar to those we have con-
fessed. It heals the wounds of weaknesses caused by past sins, bestows
upon the soul a special strength, and enables us to preserve the soul
from the stain of those sins for which we have received the absolution
of the priest.

Since the graces of this Sacrament are abundant, it is most profitable
for us to frequently go to confession even if we are conscious of no new
mortal sin of which to accuse ourselves. Let us therefore often avail
ourselves of the most salutary effects of the precious Blood of Christ,
applied to our souls through the absolution of the priest, as did Rev.
Father Lallement, S.J. and St. Francis of Sales who confessed daily.

The last three effects

The last three effects, namely, remission of temporal punishment,
the increase of sanctifying grace and the gift of sacramental grace deserve
special mention, for they are bestowed upon the soul in proportion to
the fervent love that animates our contrition and the firmness of, our
resolutions for the future,

How to prepare for confession

Since so many graces depend upon our preparation and dispositions,
I find it pertinent that I explain a little the requirements on the part of
the penitent for a fruitful reception of the sacrament.

The first requirement is prayer. Since the right dispositions for a
faithful confession, and more especially sincere contrition for our sins,
are gifts from God, it is evident we should atk God for them. God, in
the ordinary course of His providence bestows His gifts only on those who
ask for them: “Ask and it shall be given unto you™ (Matt. VII, 7). Hence
the reason why fervent prayer of thanksgiving for the graces received
since our last confession, and a confident invocation to ask God’s help
are “musts” before confession. The second requirement is the examina-
tion of conscience. For the priest, this should be prepared for by his
daily examen, especially on the subjects of his spiritual exercises and the
obhoatlons of his state in life—for example, his regular visits to his peo-
ple, espccxal]\ the sick. The third requirement—contrition—is internal.
The priest does well to use his own words and to excite a perfect ‘con-
trition by telling Our Lord he is sorry for his sins because he loves Him.
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The fourth is the purpose of amendment. This is part of contrition,
Contrition looks at the past; resolution looks at the future. Although
a formal purpose is not certainly required since it is included in a sincere
contrition, vet it helps to make contrition more efficacious—The fifth
requirement: the confession of our sins. Although only grave and mortal
sins of which we are certain are necessary matter for confession, venial sins.
at least those deliberately committed, are useful matter of confession.

Examples of deliberate yenial sins.

In matters of chastity: if one seriously considers how far he can go
to commit only venial sin and then to go ahead and does it, this is
definitely deliberate. To take revenge when one has been hurt... not
_at once in the heat of anger, but the next day, when the opportunity
comes, this is deliberate, since there is sufficient time for reflection and
consideration. et

Inconsiderate or inadvertent omissions—for example, to forget some
spiritual exercise—need not be confessed, unless the omission, because of
its frequency, becomes a real danger. However, the accusations of imper-
fections or the voluntary omission of something better but not imposed
under precept, is a means to progress in Christian perfection.

The penitent should always be brief in his accusations, avoiding all
useless details.—The sixth requirement for a good confession is the satis-
faction or penance. This is an integral and obligatory part of confession,
vet it is obligatory under pain of mortal sin only when the penance is
grave and has been imposed for mortal sin. Otherwise the penance is
obligatory only under pain of venial sin.

However, it is advisable for 4ll to add some penances of our own—
free penances, such as all of us find frequently enough in bearing with
the inconveniences of daily life.

Conclusion

It is good advice for all, and not least for clerics, to make every con-
fession as if it were our last. In this matter we might do well to imitate
the Rev. Briffant, a Redemptorist, who just before his death was advised
by his superior to make his confession as if it were his last. He reflected
a moment and then gave this answer to his superior, “In that case, Fa-
ther Superior, this shall be my weekly confession.” For years cach onec
had been made as if it were his last,

GEORGE VROMANT, C.I.C.M.
San Carlos Seminary




CASES AND QUERIES

A PRESUMPTION OF DEATH CASE

Maria, the petitioner, contracted marriage with !’;.
niano, both Catholics, before Fr. Juan at S. Luis on Apt
3rd, 1950. The partzes lived together for two months.

On April 22nd, 1950, Roboniano left his wife in thei
home after a heated quarrel. That ¢s the last that he
ever been heard or seen of him. After the war, she
quired of him from relatives and friends in almost all . 0,
the provinces of the Islands; for Roboniano was known te
be a traveler and a 1-esourceful businessman. When he
search yielded no results, she waited for a while; then she
lived together with a man who has been per. szste'ntly WO0INg
her all these years. Maria is now petitioning for a deci
in the matter of presumed death of her absent husband,
Roboniano. &

The solution of this presumption of death case is submitted
for consideration—in summary form—of the means of investiga-
tion which may be employed in similar cases. The solution for
a decision on the case is divided into three parts: (a) a delinea-
tion of the kind of certitude required for a settlement of this
case; (b) an enumeration of the norms issued by the Holy See
for arriving at certitude; (c) a study of the elements required
in the presumptions that may be employed, together with an
opinion on the present case. '

Moral Certainty. Canon 1069, § 2 rules that “even though
the first marriage be null or dissolved for any reason whatso-
ever, it is not lawful to contract another marriage before the
nullity or dissolution of the first be established in a lawful
manner or with certainty.” That certainty required is specified
by S. Congregation of the Holy Office as probabilitate maxima
seuw morali certitudine.

18.C.S. Officii, instr. a. 1868, n. 6, Fontes, IV, n. 1002.
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Moral certitude is not absolute certitude based on incontro-
vertible motives—physical or metaphysical. Pius XII reminded
the personnel of the Roman Rota that absolute certainty is not
necessary to pronounce judgment and in many cases it is human-
ly unattainable.®* To require it of the judge and of the parties
would be demanding something which is unreasonable; it would
put an intolerable burden on the administration of justice and
would seriously obstruct it. On the other hand, moral certitude
should not be equated with that quasi-certitude based on rumors,
loose talk, private opinions, hearsay testimonies unsubstantiated
by corroborative evidence. Moral certitude is derived only from
an aggregate of indications and proofs, which, taken singly. de
not provide the foundation for true certitude, but which, when
taken together no longer leave room for-any reasonable doubt
on the part of men: of sound judgment.?

Norms from the Holy Office Instruction of 1868. In the
vear of 1868, the Sacred Congregation of the Holy Office issued
an instruction which is still recognized as the classical source
in the study of cases-of presumed death up to the present post-
code era. The Instruction explains how this moral certitude is
to be acquired. Two ideas permeate the Instruction; first, that
the unity of marriage must be protected, especially against fraud
and deception; and secondly, that everything possible must be
done to give a person the opportunity to exercise the freedom
of re-marriage after the death of the former spouse. The Holy
See did not wish to have people forced to remain celibate after
the death of the first spouse, and for this reason was desirous
of having cases of doubtful death settled as quickly as possible
without recourse to the same Holy See. Such cases are ordinarily
handled and settled through the administrative process.*

In trying to arrive at moral certitude, the following are the
principal points emphasized in the Instruction:

(a) The prolonged absence of a consort, the mere
lapse of time, or the presumptions of death recognized in
civil law are not considered sufficient proof in Canon Law.
This holds true even if the civil authorities accepted the
presumption of death and even permitted the surviving con-
sort to remarry, after an edictal citation by the civil author-
ities and notifications in public newspapers.

iAllocution to the Roman Rota—AAS, XXXIV (1942), 338.
Ibid.
+DOHENEY, W., Canonical Procedure in Matrimonial Cases, II, 596.



=]
Ut
o0

(b) An authentic death record must be sought.

(¢) If no authentic document of death is available, this
deficiency should be supplied by the opositions, under oath,
of trustworthy witnesses testifying from their own personal
knowledge, who knew the deceased and who are in agree-
ment as te the place, cause of death, and other important
circumstances.

_ (d) If actual ocular witnesses of death are not avail-
able, hearsay evidence may be taken, provided it is reason-
able and above suspicion.

(e) Experience frequently proves that not even a hear-
say witness can be found. In such a case, the proof of death
must be arrived at from conjectures, presumptions, indica-
tions, and diverse circumstances, carefully and accurately
verified by thorough investigation. And thus from a multi-
plicity of findings, moral certitude may be attained or a
prudent judgement may be formed affirming the death with
probability, after the nature and importance of the circums-
tances have been duly evaluated and their relationship to
the fact of death established.®

In individual cases, it must be left to the prudent,decision
of the Bishop or his delegate to determine the amount of proof
deducible from either the norms or all the conjectures—pre-
sumptions taken together.

Presumptions of death. In establishing a presumption of
death, three elements are usually examined, namely, the disap-
pearance, the cause of alleged death, and the adminicular evi-
dence.®

The first point that must be established is that the disap-
pearance was unquestionably accidental, and not planned in any
way. Many cases are on record in this country where persons
faked death in order to avoid imprisonment, to collect insur-
ance, to escape from marital difficulties and the like.

The second point to be investigated is the cause ascribed
for the alleged death. For instance, war, a flood, airplane disas-
ter, and the like, a sufficient cause can easily be found to ex-
plain the disappearance of a person.

58.C.S. Officii, instr. a. 1968, n. 6, Fontes, IV, n. 1002.
$ DOHENY, W., Canonical Procedure in Matrimonial Cases, I, 288-296.
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Adminicular evidence are helpful indications deduced from
various points, such as the state of health of the missing per-
son, his age, climate of the region, dangers surrounding him,
the prevalence of an epidemic and the like.

Opinion on the case. In evaluating the elements of the case
according to the norms of the Instruction of the S. Congrega-
tion of the Holy Office of 1868, the following points should be
stressed by way of conclusion:

(a) The prolonged absence of Roboniano, stretching
over a period of twenty-three years is accepted by civil law
as presumption of death?; but this mere lapse of time is
not considered sufficient proof in Canon Law.

(b) There is no available death certificate from parish
records, hospital records cemetery records or municipal
authorities.

(c¢) There are no visual witnesses to his alleged death.

(d) There are no hearsay witnesses either, not even
one who could claim knowledge of the whereabouts of Ro-
boniano.

Since even hearsay witnesses are not available, recourse may
be had to presumptions. In examining the elements of presump-
tion in the present case, agam an affirmative conclusxon cannot
be given:

(a) The disappearance of Roboniano was planned, ie.,
he wants a way out of his marital difficulty. There was
no correspondence after the departure.

(b) He never was near the vicinity where battle and
other dissasters of nature may likely explain his disap-
pearance.

(¢) He was physically healthyl, otherwise of normal
disposition at the time of his departure. He would just be
48 years of age by this time. Little is known about his
character, except that after two months of married life, he
left the marital abode, and was never heard of. His fam-

7 A subsequent marriage will not be illegal and void if “... the first
spouse had been absent for seven consecutive years. . . or if the absentee,
though he has been absent for less than seven years, is generally con-
sidered as dead. . . or if the absentee is presumed dead according to
articles 390 and 391 . . . “—art. 83, § 2 of the Phil-Civil Code.
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ily. friends and relatives do not know what attitude |
had towards his wife. They are sure though that he ig
- very “resourceful” businessman and could very well ta
care of himself.

Unless some strong evidence come up in the future,
elements of the case do not provide a basis for moral certitud
affirming the probable death of Roboniano. Thus far, th
fore, the nullity of the first marriage cannot be established
certainty.

(Rev.) EMILIO STA. RITA, JR.

; Announcing an

8-Day Retreat for Priests
September 14-23
The Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius will be con- |

ducted during this time for both diocesan and religious |
priests who are interested. . }:

Further details from
The Reverend DENis F. LYNCH, S.J.
Loyola Retreat House
Angono, Rizal
where the retreat will be held

or write: P.O. Box 991, Manila
f Telephone 5-41-15
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NEWS

THE PONTIFICAL INSTITUTE FOR THE STUDY OF LATIN

It has been announced that a Pontifical Institute for the study of Latin
will be opened in Rome this coming October 1965 in the Salesian Pontifical
Athenaeum.

The Pontifical Institute of Latinity occupies an edifice with 15 halls
distributed in three floors. One of the halls can accommodate 600 students,
another 350; 4 can accommodate 150 students each, and the rest can ac-
commodate about 50-100 students.

Juridical Structure

The Grand Chancellorship of the Institute is reserved to the Cardinal
Prefect of the Sacred Congregation of Seminaries and of Universities, to
whom the highest Rector of the Salesian Institute and the Rector Mag-
nificus of the Salesian Pontifical Athenaeum shall give their collaboration.

The Institute is international in character as shown by the choice of
its Professors and the acceptance of students from every mation, lay or
ecclesiastical.

There will be Assistants who will aid the Professors in their actvities
and various ‘‘officiales’ who will preside in the various Secretariats and
who will take care of the scientific and didactical aids, especially the central
library and other minor libraries,

This Institute will enjoy the particular patronage of the Sacred Congre-
gation of Studies not only in virtue of Can. 256, but particularly because
of its specific finality which is intended by the Church, that is, ‘“‘ut huius-
modi Institutum auxilio esse possit Apostolicae Sedi in iis omnibus, quae
ad linguae incrementum in Ecclesia efficaciter pertinere videantur.”

It is to be acknowledged that Latinity is an exclusive and precious
patrimony of the Church, and the Church has made of it as her imalienable
instrument of magisterium and government. (Cfr. Leo XIII: Plana quidem
intelligis; Pius X; Vehementer sane; Pius XII: Magis quam; John XXIII:
Veterum Sapientiae)
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Programme of Studies

Pius XTI says that the knowledge and use of the Latin language in the
Church should be motivated not by mere literary interest, but above all,
by the interest of religion (Pius XI: Officiorum omnium).

The scientific study of any language is the object of the research of
‘historians, humanists, archeologists, etc., in as much as they consider the
language as a vehicle of spiritual values which they aim to discover. This
is true also with the Latin language. The Latin language is the bearer
of the spiritual values in every field of knowledge for over 2,000 years.
Hence, the Church demands besides the scientific study of it, also the use
of it, because this will establish a direct contact with the fount of its
vitality and enable the compenetration of its historical incarnations.

In the Motu Proprio “Studia Latinitatis” art. VI says that the teaching
of Latin should include an adequate number of principal and auxiliary dis-
ciplines. which will enable the students to acquire a profound knowledge of
both ancient as well as recent Latin, And such teaching says the Pontifical
document, must be accompanied by continual written exercises, so that the
students may also be trained to write in Latin with elegance and purity of
language.

_Division of the Subject

In order to realize the art. VI of the Motu Proprio of Pope Paul VI
“Studia Latinitatis”, the Institute of Latinity has distributed in three
groups the disciplines that will be the object of its teachings,

The I group will comprise all the diseiplines relative to the knowledge
of the Latin language. The students will be taught not only the Latin of
ome epoch but of the different epochs. Oral and written exercises are also
included in this group of study.

The II group includes those disciplines relative to the knowledge of
Latin and Greek authors. TLatin literature will include those of classieal
Christian, Medieval age, Humanistic, Ecclesiastical Latin and Latin of recent
age. Classical, Christian and Byzantine Greek are also included in this I!
group of disciplines.

The study of the works of the different authors is divided into two
courses. The first course is a gemeral one, and in it will be studied the
literary forms and, the linguistic peculiarities of each epoch or of particular
authors, if mecessary. The second course is monographic or specialized and
only the chosen best authors will be studied in this course,

This 'study of the classical ‘authors will open to the students grand
visions on the intellectual, political and social life of the past, enable them
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to have an immediate contact with the inestimable treasures of the doctrines
of the Fathers of the Church, and bring them in the company of the great
Doctors: St. Ambrose. St. Augustine, St. Jerome, St. Gregory the Great etc.

The II group of disciplines include those which will help unveil the
panorama of social and spiritual life, of which, literature is a faithful ex-
pression.

Didactic or method of teaching Latin will also be taught, in as much
as the Institute aims to train future teachers of Latin in Seminaries and

and ecclesiastical Colleges.

Courses:

There will be an academic course of 4 years and three other brief courses.

The Bachellorship can be obtained after the II year of the academic
course. At the end of the IIl year a License will be given after a major
““Exercitatio’” has been made. On the 4th year the course ends on the
first semester to enable the students to attend to the composition of their
thesis after which they are given their degree.

The other brief courses are the following :
(1) The Curriculum Latinitatis ecclesiasticae et curialis (2 years).

In common with the academic course it offers the 2 years study of
latin composition and history of the ILatin language; one year study of
of latin composition and history of the Latin language; one year study of
Christian and Medieval literature. Latinitatis ecclesiasticae et curialis, Lit-
terae Latinae bumanisticae and Latinitas recentioris aetatis are studied in
this course for 2 vears. Among the auxiliary subjects is the interesting study
of the ‘“‘Historia Scriptorum Curiae Romanae.”’

(2) The Curriculum brevius Litterarum Latinarum (3 years). In this
course the study of Greek and the monographic course of Latin literature
are omitted. At the end of the IIT year a diploma is given after the student
has made the ‘‘Exercitatio maior.”

(3) Curriculum Graecarum Litterarum (3 years). This course will enable
the students to have a direct accession to the Sacred Scriptures and to the
famous works of the Greek Fathers and also the founts of Scholastic Philo-
sophy.

(4) Cursus Institutorius Seu Propaedeuticus (1 year). This is open
to those who want to have an intense course of latin and Greek but only as
complementary study, without the intention of following higher studies.
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Enrollmznt and Start of Courses

To be enrolled in one of these courses it is necessary that one has already
some preparation. As different nations have different programs of studies,
a previous written and oral examination on Latin and Greek will be given
The academic Council however, can dispense one from this examination in
special cases.

The courses that will actually start this coming October will be the
Academic course, the brief course on Latin literature and the Propaediticus.

It is hoped, as the Holy Father recommended in His Motu Proprio to
the Bishops and Superiors of Religious Institutes, that numerous students
will be enrolling in these courses. It would be a response to the solicitude
of the Holy See in providing for the urgent need of an adequate preparation
of teachers in Institutes of ecclesiastical formation.
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