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during this period took care of the spiritual retreats to the clergy, and 
the laity, a work that flourished in all diocesan seminaries under the Vin­
centians. 

As a result of a violent earthquake that destroyed the seminary on 
July 20, 1880, the seminarians of the diocese of Manila were housed tem­
porarily in the house of the Vincentians in San Marcelino. Msgr. Pedro 
Payo, O.P., then Archbishop of the Archdiocese, contributed financially 
on this occasion to the building of a new house on the property of the 
Vincentians. He also returned to the diocesan seminary the chair of 
Dogmatic Theology that he had previously transferred to the University 
of Santo Tomas. In 1883 a new seminary is built near the palace of the 
archbishop to which faculty and pupils moved once the work was finished. 
At this time the house in San Marcelino becomes a retreat house for 
ten years. In monthly retreats that ceased in 1895 there lived in that 
house around 3,663 faithful of the city of Manila and suburbs. 

Despite the insistence of the Superior General, Fr. Fiat, the Vincen­
tians in the Philippines found it impossible to dedicate their energies to 

the most specific Vincentian type of apostolate, the popular missions, 
because of scarcity of personnel. The seminaries flourished in a quiet 
atmosphere of intellectual seriousness, piety and discipline. A revealing 
fact: in the seminary of Cebu only one M eritissimus in studies was granted 
in the space of ten years. 

An incident in this seminary gives origin in 1877 to a new congrega­
tion, the Hermanitas de la Madre de Dios. Fr. La Canal was their 
founder. A man about to die at the gate of the diocesan seminary is 
lodged, with permission of the Ordinary, in a small house belonging to 
the seminary, the house that was called later Casa de la Caridad. A small 

of women takes care of the patients that are looked after in 
that house. The bishop of the diocese approves the constitutions of tbe 
new community in 1888, but seven years later, 1895, permission is requested 
from Rome to join the new congregation to the Sisters of Charity. 

The enrollment in the diocesan seminaries grows steadily creating 
problems of accommodation. Extensions in the existing buildings are seen 
during this time in all seminaries run by the Vincentians, in Naga City, Ilo-
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ilo, Cebu. In this last city the problems of expansion of recreation grounds 
brought about a 26,000 square meters reclamation project taken from the 
sea. 

A danger was hovering over the Colegio-Seminarios. There were 
elements intent on wresting the pupils through devious means. O ne after 
another all the seminaries under the Vincentians sought Government 
recognition, which was readily granted in the fonn of first class schools 
attached to the Royal and Pontifical University of Santo Tomas. The 
curriculum followed step by step that followed in Spain and in its colonies. 

There are important changes in regard to the internal government 
of the Vincemians. The summer house in San Marcelino is fmally , , 
com:tituted the Central House for the Vincentians in the Philippines on 
the 16th of January, 1891, becoming the residence of the Provincial. The 
land for the present San Luis, Gral. Luna streets was donated by the 
Vincentians. 

At this time were heard the first rumblings for independence. Msgr. 
Nozaleda was successful in building a new seminary for the archdiocese 
of Manila. But the Seminary occupied its building for first year and its 
life was dislupted by the Katipunan in 1896. Shortly after the Katipunan 
the real rev lutton erupts. God's Providence spared the Vinccntians any 
kind of persecution or suffering from any side. "Many religious, wrote 
h. Orriols, have left the Philippines, and aU will probably leave the 
country in a short time except perhaps the Jesuits. The Vicentians and 
the Daughters of Charity have nothing to complain about from either 
the Americans or the Filipinos. " 

In Cebu City coronel Lukban, of the revolutionary army, wanted to 
get hold of the bishop, who barely managed to escape, helped by two 
Vincentian Fathers, on a German ship to Hong Kong. He returned to 

Cebu in 1900. The same Lukban robbed the seminary of Naga City of 
more than 16,000 pesos. The members of the faculty remained virtually 
prisoners in the seminary, and were allowed to go out only to accompany 
the pupils in their walks. In the seminary of Jara the normal seminary 
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life was seriously impeded for some time when the revolutionary troops 
took the city on the 25th of December, 1898. The seminary of Manila 
was closed temporarily by order of the archbishop on the 4th of Septem. 
ber, 1899. 

Here follows a summary of the work of the Vincentians up to this 
period in the history of the Philippines (from the year of their coming to 
this country 1862.1899) . The seminary of Cebu saw the ordination of 
119 priests ; that of Naga, 125; Jaro. 11 7; Vigan, 30; and Manila , 260. 
A total of 651 priests then were ordained in the seminaries run by the 
Vincentians. Out of that number, 4 became bishops: His Excellencies 
Juan Gorordo, Jorge Badin, Francisco Reyes and Santiago Sancho. 

With the exodus of the Spanish missionaries from the Philippines 
the Church received a hard blow from which she has not yet fully 
recovered. Only 825 filipino priests were left to cover an area of work 
that was previously looked after by around two thousand priests. But by 
this time the presence of the friars had become impossible in places where 
the masonic propaganda against them had taken especially virulent forms. 
In the diocese of Jaro the rector of the Seminary, Fr. Viera, had to suffer 
a great deal because of the animosity against him of some Filipino priests. 
The new bishop, Msgr. Andres Ferrero, could not take possession of his 
See because of the circumstances, and some members of the clerg,v centered 
their grievances on Fr. Viera in his standing of caretaker of ecclesiastical 
affairs during the absence of the Ordinar. . \'Vith the departure of the 
Americans the Vincentians tried to begin the most urgent repairs in the 
seminary building which had been left in such a sorry condi tion by the 
occupants that the Fathers had to sit down on the stairs for lack of chairs. 
Upon his coming, the Bishop, to his diocese, found a curious schism 
among the members of his clergy. No fewer than 39 diocesan pri.ests had 
set up a schismatic movement that had reached the point of having its own ' 
seminary. In his desire to placate the malcontent priests the Bishop went 
as far as ordaining four of those educated in the "Schismatic" seminary. 
All this was taking place while the legitimate seminary was left in the 
run down condition brought about bv the vicisitudes of the war. W e 
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can easily imagine the state of mind of the Vincentian community. Des­
pite his condescending attitude the Bishop could not manage to bring to 
obedience the revolting priests. All these problems nearly drove him mad, 
as he himself wrote later to Fr. Viera. 

The more serious schism of Aglipay made its inroads among the 
priests educated by the Vincentians, although not rn great numbers. Agli­
pay himself was not educated by the Vincentians, but ten priests who 
had known for some time the sons of Saint Vincent in the seminary of 
V igan chose to follow the heretic. The count down in other dioceses 
of priests educated bv the Vincentians who followed Aglipay is as fol­
lows: two in the diocese of Manila ; one in Nueva Caceres ; four in Jaro ; 
two in Cebu. 

September of 1902 marks an important date in the history of the 
seminaries in the PhilipDines. That is the date of the important constitu­
tion " Quae ma.ri sinico" of Leo XIII , which tried to instill some order 
in the troubled waters of the Church, in the Phili~pines. Fer their part 
the Vincentians tried step by step to put to practice the provisions 
that regarded the seminaries in that apostolic constitution. 

On Januar.Y 16, 1903 , Fr. Rafael de la Iglesia is appointed the new 
Provincial. 

In the second half of the year 1904 there were thoughts of establish· 
mg a Novitiate in the house of San Marcelino for the training of Filipino 
boys who might be interested in becoming Vincentians. The idea came 
from the Hierarchy and particularly from the Ordinaries of Manila, Jaro , 
Cebu and Vigan, who, in a joint letter to Fr. Fiat, the Superior General, 
suggested the idea of establishing Novitiates both for the Vincentians 
and for the Daughters of Charity with a view to training Filipino candi­
dates for both congregations, so that their magnificent apostolic work 
might be kept u~ by native priests and sisters. But all plans and dreams 
were shattered by the opposition of the Provincial cf Spain, Fr. Eladio 
Arnaiz. 

In 1905 a new foundation takes shape in Samar in the form of a 
High School in Calbayog City, with Fr. Gregorio Tabar as rector, and 
Fr. Fernando Saiz. They arrived at Calbayog on the first of August, 
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1905, and two more Fathers were added to the community for the next 
school years, Pedro Martinez and Amador Crespo. 

With the setting up of Samar and Leyte as a diocese independent 
from Cebu in 1910, the first Bishop, Msgr. Pablo Singzon de la Anun­
ciacion, dedicated the till then diocesan High School to the training of 
seminarians for the services of the new diocese. The new Colegio-Semi­
nario was entrusted to the Vincentian Fathers, as it had been since its 
foundation as high school. 

The year 1906 is marked by tragedy in the history of the seminary 
of Jaro. A fire brought about by carelessness on the part of the sacristan 
burped down the seminary building. The rector, Fr. Napal, barely saved 
his life jumping out of a window. This misfortune was quickly obliterated 
by the energy of the bishop of the diocese, Msgr. Rooker, and the Vin­
centian community, because only eleven months after the accident ;l. new 
seminary building was blessed by His Excellency. Msgr. Rooker died sud­
denly twenty four hours after the blessing ceremonies, and it was hi3 
successor, Bishop Dougherty, later Cardinal, who brought the new semi­
nary to completion. 

The year 1911 saw the first Vincentian foundation in a new island, 
Bohol. The Vincentians were given in charge a school with the character 
of preparatory seminary, with a view to sending to Cebu properly pre­
pared young boholanos who might feel themselves called to the priesthood. 
Fr. Villain, formerly rector in the seminary of Cebu, and Fr. Salustiano 
Zaro began the school year with a group of 150 pupils. 

The fifty years of the coming of the Vincentians to the Philippines 
was [harked by an important work, viz., the building of the Saint Vincent 
de Paul Church. After some initial delays, the church was consecrated 
on the 16 of July, 1913 . The church was the first to be built entirely 
of concrete in the country. 

1913 is also the year when the archdiocesan seminary of San Carl05 
of Manila was entrusted for the second time to the Vincentian Fathers by 
the Archbishop. The seminary had been under the Secular Priests for a 
few years from the end of the Filipino-American war till 1904, when it 
was given to the Jesuits by the Apostolic Delegate. The new seminary 
was to be established in Mandaluyong, in a 7-hectar property bought from 
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the Agustinian Fathers. This seminary began, as the other seminaries 
under the Vincentians, with its double character of Colegio-Seminary. The 
original enrollment gives the following numbers: 50 seminarians, major 
for the most part, and 40 interns and the same number of externs. 

Another foundation with the same character was offered to the 
Vincentians on the following year, 1914, in San Pablo, diocese of Lipa. 
The new Colegio-Seminario began in that city in June, but only six 
months later it was transferred by the Bishop, Msgr. Petrelli, to Bauan, 
Batangas, only to return to San Pablo under Msgr. Verzosa, the fol­
lowing Ordinary, three years later, 1917. At this time the Seminary­
Colegio numbered a few seminarians and then around 600 students, 
200 of whom were interns. 

The Colegio-Seminario set-up offered at the time some advantages. 
From the several Vincentian institutions of that type have come out 
numberless politicians, businessmen, lawyers, doctors who are spread to­
day all over the country. But it was Msgr. O 'Doherty, promoted to 
the archdiocese of Manila in 1916, the first to see clearly the disadvan­
tages of a mixed system of education, a system that was responsible for 
the alarming decrease in the number of vocations to the priesthood . in 
the archdiocese of Manila. Accordingly His Excellency decided to se­
parate seminary from College, the latter being transferred to the Vin­
centian Central House in San Marcelino Street with the old name of 
Colegio de Santa Mesa, name which was changed to that of Colegio 
de San Vicente de Paul in 1920. The said college offered complete 
courses for Intermediate, High School and College till in 1927 it closed 
its doors to lay students to be dedicated "to the formation and pre­
paration of future priests." 

The Seminario-Colegio of Manila was the first to separate into dif­
ferent functions the dual role of seminary ar.d school. At the prodding 
of the Apostolic Delegate and despite some opposition, all the Vincel'l­
tian foundations followed the example of Manila in 1925. From that 
date the Vincentians completely got rid of the schools which had been 
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attached w the diocesan seminaries, while keeping these, except for the 
Colegio de San Carlos in Cebu City, which, although separated from 
the diocesan seminary remained in the hands of the Vincentians fo r 
six more years. The main obvious advantage of the Colegio-Seminario 
set-up was one of financial character. The Curia of Manila, for exam­
ple', spent an ayerage of 3,200.00 per year for the education of semi­
narians while seminary and college formed but one institution. With 
the separation of functions , the expenses for the education of seminarians 
reached as far high as 22,000.00 pesos per annum. With these num­
bers in view it is not surprising that there was some resistance on the 
part of the hierarchy to the breaking up of the old and rather econo­
mical Seminario-Colegio type of institutions. 

With the new svstem the number of seminarians grew everywhere 
to the point that in the year 1930-1931 out of a wtal number 1156 se­
minarians being trained in all the seminarians of the Philippines, the se­
ven seminaries run by the Vincentians counted no fewer than 85l. 

The years that preceded World War II saw the consecration of 
several eminent members of the Filipino clergy, alumni all of semi­
naries run by the Vincentian Fathers. Bishop Francisco Reyes, Ordi­
nary in the diocese of Nueva Caceres since 1925 ; Gabriel Reyes, born 
in Capiz, elevated to the See of Cebu in 1932; later, the first Filipino 
to occupy the See of Manila; Casimiro Lladoc, first Bishop in the dio­
cese of Bacolod, Negros ; Manuel Mascarinas, born in Bohol and ap­
pointed Bishop to the See of that Diocese in 1938 ; Miguel Acebedo, 
consecrated bishop in 1938 for the diocese of Calbayog, Samar. 

The year 1935 saw the maturity of an old dream of the Vincentians 
in the Phili!Jpines, the coming into being of a Novitiate for the training 
of Filipinos to be admitted to the Congregation of the Mission. The 
Vincentian Novitiate opened with Fr. Maximo Juguera as first Master 
of ovices, and with two novices who are wday active Vincentians in 
Naga City and in Rome respectivelv, Fr. Teotimo Pacis and Fr. Jesus 
Cavanna, the First Filipino Vincentians. 
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The coming of the war brought about a radical disruption of the 
normal activities in the seminaries. Bener or worse , with frequent in­
terruptions, the seminaries run by the Vincentians continued in their 
quiet activity as far as it was feasible. The house of San Marcelino 
had the privilege of housing for several months the Jesuit Fathers and 
their scholastics and seminarians from the San Jose Seminary till the 
moment when they were expelled by the members of a Japanese ship·' 
that had been sunk by the Americans. 

February, 1945, is a month marked with blood for the Vincentians 
in the Philippines. During the battle for the city of Manila, during 
the night of the 8th of that month, several Fathers and Brothers of 
that and of other communities were assassinated to a total· number of 
14 priests and 4 Brothers Coadjutors. In addition most of the build­
ings of the diocesan seminaries were either totally or partly destroyed 
111 the hazards of the war. 

It was no small enterprise that fell to the hands of Fr. Teodoro 
Robredo who took over the government of the Vincentians right after 
the end of the war, until another Fr. Provincial could be appointed by 
the M. H. Fr. General. 

This 20 years after the II World War are a matter of a chronicle 
not of a history even a draft of it. 



The Capuchin Fathers in the Philippines 

FR. CONSTANTINO MOR EA, O.F.M., Cap 

The Capuchin Fathers have been in the Philippines for relatively a 
short time. In fact, at the end of the 19th century, by request of the 
Spanish Government to preserve . the Carolines and Palaus for the Crown, 
the Most Reverend Fr. Joaquin de Llevaneras, then Superior of the 
Capuchins of Spain, sent missionaries to the above-mentioned islands. 

In April, 1886, the first expedition of missionaries was undertaken. 
Four of them remained in Manila, whose main purpose in the beginning 
was to provide for the necessities of the missionaries in the Caroline and 
Palau Islands. On the following year, 1887, the same Fr. . Llevaneras 
came for a canonical visitation to Manila and the CaroLines. He was 
at once convinced of the necessity of establishing a permanent central 
Office to attend effectively to the needs of the missionaries in the said 
Islands, in the same way as the other religious Orders were doing. 

The first Capuchins who arrived in Manila stayed temporarily with 
the Franciscan Observants as their host until they were able to acquire 
:l small house in the barrio of San Miguel. Not long afterwards, they 
moved to calle de la Muralla, n. 8 at Intra-Muros where they would 
definitely and canonically build the first Capuchin House in the PhiLip­
ptnes. 

It was not easy to obtain the necessary permission for the canonical 
erection of the Capuchin Community in Intramuros in Manila. It was 
emly in 1890 that the Pecree arrived, authorizing their installation in 
the Philippines, declaring ~hem "Missioneros al igual que los antiguos, 
con todos sus derechos y obligaciones", i.e. Missionaries with equal 
rights and obligations as the rest. In May 8, 1892, they opened a public 
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chapel dedicated to the Mother of the Divine Shephel.'d or "Divina 
Pastora"· But as years passed by, the chapel could not accommodate 
the big number of devotees. So the Fathers built a bigger church 
dedicated to Our Lady of Lourdes. This change was due to the ardent 
devotion of the Filipino people to our Lady of Lourdes, the proof of 
which was the foundation of the Confraternity of our Lady of Lourdes 
in 1893, which only two years later was attached to the Archconfrater­
ni ty by His Holiness St. Pope Pius X in 1910. 

Ministry 

In the beginning, as we said, the main purpose of the few Capuchins 
residing in Manila was to attend to the needs of their Brothers in Reli­
gion working in the Carolines and Palaus. But this was not the only 
work as it was seen from the very start. 

The atmosphere that bloomed in the first public chapel in Intramuros 
was completely Marian. Since the foundation of the Confraternity of 
our Lady of Lourd.es in 1893, the reception of the Sacraments increased 
incredibiy, the sick-calls and the teaching of catechism to the children 
demanded more work and zeal from the Fathers. 

Not long afterwards, our Fathers were in great demand by the Curia 
of the Archdiocese of Manila as well as by other Bishops. Preachers 
like Fr. Alfonso de Morentin and Fr. Roman de Vera had to give 
missions in Tagalog-speaking provinces as well as in Pangasinan. Such 
was the fame of the Capuchins in giving retreats and popular missions 
that the Archbishop of Manila, Mons. Harty, pleaded to our Fr· Superior 
tc send him ~imilar preachers to accompany him in all his Pastoral 
Visits in the parishes. So effective were their preachings that many 
fallen-away catholics, seduced by the apostate priest Gregorio Aglipay, 
returned to the Catholic Church. 

But preaching was not the Qnly means used by the Capuchins to 
counteract Aglipayanism and other sects. The paper "El Antipoda", 
published and edited by Fr. Roque de Azcoitia, played a great role in 
unmasking the lies of the anticlerical paper "El Antifraile". 

Little by little, the Superiors had to give in to accepting several 
parishes especially in Pangasinan and the Tagalog regions: Bugallon, 
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Labrador, Sual, Aguilar in Pangasinan; San Miguel in Tarlac; Pililla. 
Bigaa, Jacaala, Ariaya, Ermita, Singalong, Sta. Mesa and Tagaytay in 
the Tagalog Provinces. After many years, due to the increase of secular 
priests in the country and lack of personnel on our part because Spain 
could not meet the demands, there was no other alternative but to give 
up several parishes. At present, we have only Lourdes in Quezon City 
(the former church in Intramuros was completely demolished during the 
Japanese War), Sta. Mesa, Singalong, Tagaytay and St. Francis in 
Mandaluyong, Rizal. 

As the years passed by, there was a need of bui1ding catholic schools 
wherein the children had to learn not only catechism, but acquire a 
complete christian education too. For this purpose the Capuchins esta­
blished some High Schools: the "Lourdes School" both in Quezon City 
and in Mandaluyong, Rizal, besides the parochial schools in Singalong 
and Santa Mesa, Manila. At present, there are six thousand students 
enrolled in these schools_ 

Finally it is noteworthy to mention the Capuchin Seminary in Tagay­
tay City. From the early years here in the country, the Fathers had 
thought of opening a seminary to expand the Orden in the Philippines. 
but due to some difficulties, this was not realized until 1957 at the 
aforementioned site in Tagaytay City. Here the aspirants enter the 
noviciate after a two-year course in Latin. At present, there is a plan 
to move the seminary to Lipa City where the Order has a wider and 
ideal space for this purpose. 

With all the records burned during the Japanese War, it is impos­
sible to give a detailed account of our pioneer days in the Philippines. 
Nevertheless, here is the history in a nutshell. These short lines above 
talk highly of the zealous endeavors of our Fathers, especially with 
regal.'ds to their silent parochial works. 



Benedictine Monks in the Philippines, 
1895 

ROMUALDO V. SAN TOS , O.S.B . 

Ten centuries of evangelical and civilizing labors in a great portion 
of Europe had so exhausted the Benedictine monks that they were 
not able to muster up enough strength to come to the Philippines 
earlier and work in this rich vineyard of the Lord. The Agustinian 
and Franciscan friars arrived at the first hour (primo mdne), the Jesuits 
and 'pominicans at the third hour, the Recollect missionaries at the 

sixth , the Vincentians and Capuchins at the ninth hour. The sons of 

St. Benedict ran hurriedly to the vineyard at the eleventh hour, but 
only to find out that the work was almost finished. 

Headed by Abbot Jose Deas of Montserrat, fourteen Benedictine 
monks arrived in Manila on board the ship lsid de PandY on Sept. 12, 
1895. Their first community act was very significant. Directly from 
the pier, they walked in procession to the Manila Cathedral to pay 
their homage to the Lotx1 of the Harvest (T e Deum iduddmus) . Surely, 
at that moment, they were putting into practice what St. Benedict says 
in the Prologue to his Holy Rule: "Before anything else, beg of Him 
with most earnest prayer that He perfect whatever good thou beginnest 
to do." 

Warm and edifying was the reception extended to the newly-arrived 
monks from Montserrat especially by the sons of St. Ignatius. The 
Jesuit resthouse was made available to them until they acquired a Procure 
House in Balmes Street, Tanduay. 
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As if impatient to wait any longer, four Benedictine Fathers sailed 
to Surigao within two m011ths of their arrival and started to work with 
the Jesuit pastors whose parishes they were soon to take over. More 
monks came the following years . 

The newly-arrived Spanish Benedictines felt very much at home in 
their apostolic labors among the good-natured Surigaonons. For fourteen 
years (1895-1909), they worked in eight parishes: Numancia, Taganaan, 
Gigaguit, Cabuntog (now General Luna) , Dinagat, Cantilan, Tandag, 
and Surigao, the capital. Assisted by the lay-brothers in the material 
aspects of their life, the priests spent their days inculcating in the hearts 
of their parishioners a great esteem for the divine worship through the 
liturgy, encouraging them at the same time to lead lives worthy of their 
dignity as Christians. Baptizing, hearing confessions, preaching even 
during weekdays, blessing houses and mothers after childbirth, extreme 
unctions, funeral services, daily masses and communions, cat.echetical in­
structions, processions, solemnizing marriages, filling in parish records, 
lmprCV1l1g the local church or chapel - no aspect of parish life was 
neglected. 

Their work was interrupted for two months (Jan. to March 1899) 
due to their internment by the Visayan revolutionist, Simon Gonzalez. 
Liberated on March 27 by another Filipino revolutionary leader, Prudencio 
Garcia, the monks resumed their parish activities until 1908, when they 
started to hand over the parishes to the Dutch missionaries of the Sacred 
Heart. By Sept. 1909, the monks had left all their parishes in Surigao 
where they are credited to have fOlmed the barrios of Carmen, Consuelo, 
Madrid, Nursia, and San Benito. Statues of Our Lady of Montserrat, 
St. Benedict, and St. Scholastica remain in some church'es in Surigao up 
to this day as faint reminders of past Benedictine influence. 

Relieved of their parishes, the monks concentrated their efforts in 
educational apostolate in San Beda College which had been founded in 

1901 by Fr. Juan Sabater, O.S.B. 

The Benedictine house had started with a handful of monks running 
a modest-looking ~chool with a handful of students. Since then, things 
have changed, thanks to the efforts especially of Fr. Prior Agustin Costa, 
the American Abbot Alcuin Deutsch, and the Spanish Abbot General 
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Dom Celestino Gusi. The Benedictine-Bedan family has grown big in 
all aspects. Today, the Abbey of Our Lady of Montserrat in Mendiola 
houses more than a hundred monks and candidates for the monastic life, 
each one giving his share in the rounded fonnation of 5,000 Filipino boys 
and young men, whom Divine Providence has entrusted to their care. 

To the Lord of the Harvest, the Benedictine "laborers" who arrived 
in the vineyard at the last hour have only one accomplishment to show. 
Their accomplishment is not so much their number; it is not so much 
the air-conditioned speech-laboratories, libraries, lecture-hall, and other 
material elements of their school ; it is not so much their grandstand or 
Roman garden; not so much their liturgical ceremonies and refonns in 
their gothic chapel or their daily rushing here and there in the big 
college. It is rather the relative success with which they have moulded 
themselves according to the pattern of the traditional Benedictine Abbey 
which, according to history, has always been a focal point of influence 
in the territory where it stood. More than half a century of prayer and 
work within the peaceful walls of the monastery has formed an army 
of monks who impart on the students the spirit of St. Benedict, which 
is one of family togetherness, a special love for the divine worship, for 
constant work; a love for learning, for art, for peace; a persistent effort 
to attain Christian perfection. 

The sight of the thousands of Bedan alumni who cherish these 
virtues in their hearts is a magnetic challenge to the Benedictine monks 
who are mustering up more efforts to do more. 



The Congregation of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary (CJ.C.M.) in the Philippines 

CARLOS D ES MET, Cr.CM. 

The first group of missionaries of the Congregation of the lnunacu­
late Heart of Mary landed at Manila on November 22, 1907_ They 
came in response to an urgent appeal from the Holy See and Bishops 
of the Philippines to work at the conversion of the non-Christian tribes 
of the Mountain Province. 

Ever since the beginning of the Spanish era, the conversion of these 
mountain tribes had been a great concern of the missionaries. Father 
Agustin Millo, O.S.A., minister of Doctrine of Baratao, a place that was 
later joined to Bauang (in the present province of La Union) , ventured 
into the nearby mountains to bring the Faith to the Igorotes. He fell a 
victim of his zeal and was beheaded in October 1593. 

On the other side of the mountains, Father Diego Carlos O.P., fol­
lowed the course of the Abulug river before the year 1604 and dedicated 
a Church to Our Lady of the Rosary at Futtul (Pudtol) on May 1, 1610. 
The destmction of this mission and of the neighboring one of Capinatan 
in 1625 by the Mandayas put an end for a time to the evangelization of 
this region. Notwithstanding the fierce character of the mountain tribes 
and their unwillingness to accept the message of the Gospel, brave Augus­
tinians and Dominicans tried again and again to penetrate the mountain 
fastnesses from both sides in order to plant in them the seed of the true 
Faith. Their repeated efforts in the course of three centuries proved 



319 

futile or met with a short-lived success. It was only by the middle of the 
last century that the hour of grace seemed to strike. In the course of 
the sixties Father Juan Villaverde O .P. , and some other Dominican Fath­
ers ventured again into the region of Lagawe ; later, in 1887, Father Julian 
Malumbres penetrated into the territory of Kiangan. They succeeded 
111 converting several Ifugao families who remained faithful to their new 
adopted religion, even many years after their missionaries had left. 

On the Western side of the mountains, Father Rufino Redondo, 
O.s.A. received his appointment for the District of Lepanto on A pril 3, 
1881. At first he took his residence in Kayan, but very soon moved the 
seat of the mission to Cervantes in 1884. The time was ripe to create new 
mission-posts with resident priests. The years 1892 and following saw 
the establishment of missions at Bontoc, at Hapao, Ifugao and in the 

-region that would become later the subprovinces of Benguet and of Le­
panto-Amburayan. The future of these mission seemed to look bright, as 
rheir records of the year 1897-1898 showed a total of 9,892 christians. 

The revolution against Spain put an end to these missionary endeav­
urs. The recently baptized Christians, young in their faith, deprived of 

spiritual guidance and support, teased by pagan relatives and townmates, 
attracted by pagan practices they had always loved, returned by and by 
to the ancestral customs, and were lost to the Faith by the time the Belgian 

issionaries took over. The latter had to start all over again, among a 
population of some 230,000 of whom scarcely 500 were Christians. 

By the middle of November 1907, Fathers Octavio Vandewalle, Sera­
in Devesse and Henry Verbeeck reached Baguio from Dagupan via the 
enguet Road (actual Kennon Road) , and took their initial abode in 

he compound of the T abaca lera in the district of Lukba-n. Another group 
composed of Father Peter Dierickx, superior of the mission, Fathers Cons­
ancio Jurgens, Florimundo Cariu, Julio Sepulchre, Alberto Dereume and 
rother Christian Hulsbosch, went up to Cervantes via Candon and the 
irad Pass. Father Mauricio Bello, a diocesan priest, welcomed them in 

heir new home, and taught them the elements of the Ilocano dialect. 
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Very scan, by Januar/ 1908, Father Bello was appointed parish priest of 
Acroo La Union, and Father Carlu became the first ClCM father in 

o ' 
charge of Cervantes. 

The first settlement frem Cervantes was Bontok. Fathers Constan­
cio Jurgens and Julio Sepulchre, together with Father Herman Ramaekers, 
a veteran missionary of East Mongolia, who had just arrived at Cervan­
tes on December 16th, set out to celebrate Christmas with a Christian 
fanlily at Bauko, whence they proceeded to Bontok. Very soon, Father 
Sepulchre returned to Bauko, where he fixed his permanent residence. 

Some day, the fathers at Baguio received an unexpected visitor. "I 
am hanza" , he said, "from Irogon. I am a Catholic, so aTe my wife 
;)nd children; come and stay with us, we shall care fer you." Fianza, by 
his full name of Jose Smith Fianza, proved to be the instrw11ent prepared 
by Divine Providence to cpen the way for the evangelization of East 
Benguet. Being a prominent leader among the lbaloys, he had been 
appcinted by the newly established civil gcvernment president of the 
rvwnship of Irogon, with Miguel Picart, a native of Caba, La Union, as 
municipal secretary-treasurer. At the turn of the century, official tran­
sactions were rare in the 19orrote rancherias, and president and treasurer, 
while holding office, had plenty of time to discuss the events of the day 
and the radical changes that were taking place. Following the dail,' news­
papers, politics, foreign and national, econcmics, religion were very likely 
the topics of the conversation, and Picart may have elaborated on the 
Cathclic religion in which he was reared, while Fianza, a man with a keen 
mind and straightfcrward character, became more and more interested. 
These infOtmal talks led to the baptism of Fianza and his household, con­
ferred upcn them, on the feast of St. Joseph, by the Apostolic Delegate, 
Msgr. Ambrcse Agius, with Governcr General James F. Smith as god­
father. Hence Fianza's full Christian name: Jose Smith Fianza. After 
this visit, Mass was celebrated every Sunday at Irogon, until by the fol­
lowing November 1908, the arrivai of reinforcements made possible the 
appointment of a resident missionary at Irogon. 

As soon as the missionaries had settled in their mission starions, the 
Bishop of Vigan, Msgr. D ennis Dougherty, wished to make a survey of 
the mission territory that was part of his extensive diocese, that covered 
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the whole Northern part of Luzon. In the first week of February 1908, 
he started with his Vicar General, Msgr. James Carroll in company with 
the Apostolic Delegate Msgr. Agius and his secretary, Msgr. Caruana. 
At Cervantes they picked up Father Dierickx, the superior of the mission, 
and proceeded across the Mountain Province, via Bauko, Bonuok, Banawe, 
Kiangan to Nueva Vizcaya. At Bagabag, Nueva Vizcaya, they were 
met by Father Antonio Josue, parish priest of Angadanan, Isabela, who 
with the parish priest of Echague, was the nearest neighbour of the or­
phaned province of Nueva Vizcaya. Since the recent defection to the 
Aglipayan sect of Father Juan Jamias. During the one-day stay at Baga­
bag of the episcopal party the people flocked to them, presented their 
children for baptism, made their confession; the following day, February 
17th, after the Communion Mass the Sacrament of Confirmation was 
administered to 165 adults and children. Simi12.r cordial receptions were 
given to the distinguished visitors in all the parishes where they passed 
the following days. In consideration of the sad plight of the Catholic 
population of Nueva Vizcaya, Father Dierickx was prevailed upon that 
the Congregation should take care of the province, in addition to the 
Mountain Province, previously assigned as its mission field. 

By the end of April 1908, Fathers Vandewalle and Jose Tahon 
arrived in Nueva Vizcaya in company of Brother Edward Cools. Father 
Vandewalle went to Bayombong from where he took care of the parishes 
111 the north of the province; Father Tahon took his res~dence at Dupax 
and cared for the southern part of the province. 

In the autumn of 1909 Father Henry Raymaekers landed in the 
Philippines as first Provincial Superior of the mission. In the months 
of January and February 1910 he made his Canonical visit of the mis­
sion stations, and was met at Kiangan by a delegation of the old christ­
ians of Fathers Villaverde and Malumbres. They entreated him to 
give them a missionary, as there were already at Bontok and Bayom­
bong. Their petition was granted and Father Jerome Moerman arrived 
at Kiangan on June 10, 1910, where he stayed until his death on October 
16, 1958. 

On June 21, 1920 four missionary sisters of Saint Augustine, led 
by their reverend foundress D.M. Louise, landed at the beach of Tagudin 
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where they promptly opened the St. Augustine SchooL. From Tagudin 
they branched out to Bontok, and took charge of the St. Vincent's School 
and donnitory for girls. Later in 1913 they opened a Catholic School 
in Campo Filipino, Baguio. 

World War I (1914-1918) brought to a halt any further expansion 
of the mission. Any supplies in personnel and material help were cut 
off from the mother country. The watchword was "Hold your ground", 
and with the help of God, we held out until, after the armistice, new 
artivals filled our ranks, some of them seasoned veterans, hardened by 
the privations of trench-life, eager to wage the war for the city of God 
as they had bravely done for their city on earth. 

The following years witnessed a vigorous efflorescence of mission­
ary activity throughout the Mountain Province. 1'11 Benguet the old mis­
sion of La Trinidad got its resident priest, as well as Bokod, near the 
old mission of Daklan. Kahayan was fow1ded in 1929, Kapangan ever 
cared for by Trinidad became an independent mission in 1937, and Dalu­
perip in 1939. The mother mission of Bontok branched out to Kayan 
in 1928 and to Sabangan and Barlig in 1930. The mission of Kiangan 
founded Burnay-Lagawe in 1927 and Banaue in 1930. Lubuagan, the 
capital of the subprovince of Kalinga, became independent from Bontok 
in 1925 and branched out to Naneng in 1930 and Salegseg in 1936. 
The northernmost isolated subprovince of Apoyao was entrusted to Fa­
ther Maurice Vanderbergh, who cared for his mission field from Lubua­
gan until he received his appointment on October 24, 1926 and took 
up his residence at Kabugao, the capital of the subprovince. The mis­
sion of Ripang in Apayao was founded in 1937. 

The steady development of the mission caused the Holy See to 
erect the Apostolic Prefecture of the Mountain Province on July 15, 1932. 
The first Prefect Apostolic Msgr. Octavio Vandewalle was appointed 
in July 1933 and succeeded by Msgr. Jose Billiet, appointed in Novem­
ber 1935 . The jurisdiction of the Apostolic Prefecture extended over 
the territory of the civil province of the Mountain Province, from which 
were excluded the mission of Cervantes and Tagudin with the great-
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