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‘de su conciencia hecho uma accién mala: robo, calumnia, o pen-
samiento o deseo malo, deseo impuro, de infidelidad conyugal
etc. Ahora ve como, una vez cometido el pecado, después de ha-
ber gozado un deleite que el ereia verdadero, no queda mds que
miseria, todo ha desaparecido, la conciencia comprende el mal he-
cho al préjimo, si todavia no ha erecido. en el vicio; tal vez la
memoria del pecado cometido le hace recordar los castigos tre-
mendos que Dios tiene preparados para el pecador. Ha perdido
la gracia, se ha hecho reo del infierno, perdido el cielo para siem-
pre y dtgno de umos tormentos por toda una eternidad. ;Hay
miseria mas espantosa?

El Justo Job decia que, si Dios le pidiera cuenta de sus he-
chos, de mil cargos que le hiciera, no podria responder ni @ Uno
solo. Pues ;que respondem el pecador cuando Dws le pida cuen-
ta de su pecado?

No queda otro remedio, sino exclamar con el intréito de la
misa de hoy: “Justo eres, Sefior, y rectos son tus juicios; haz mi-
sericordia con tu siervo”. Solo la misericordia de Dios puede
remediar esta situaciom tan triste. ;Ah que yo podia haber evi-
tado llegar a este extremo! Si hubiera sido fiel a las inspiracio-
nes divinas, podria cantar ahora con el intréito: “Dichosos son
los que viven sin mancilla, los que andan en la ley del Sefior’.

LA COLECTA. No hay duda que somos nosotros los causan-
tes de nuestro mal. En el pecado mismo llevamos nuestra peni-
tencia. Los vicios se arraigan mas. La debilidad se hace general.
La mds leve tentacion nos llevard entonces al pecado, a otro peca-
do; pero hay otro principio de nuestro mal. Tenemos un enemigo
mortal. Es el demonio. El demonio, el dngel que pudo gozar de
la bienaventuranza eterna, pecoé y no se arrepintié y fue condena-
do al fuego eterno. El hombre mortal puede ir a ocupar esas
sillas que él y sus companeros en la maldad perdieron. De ahi
el odio que nos tiene.

Ademds la primitiva soberbia, el levantarse contra Dios con-
tinua, y con ella el odio que tienen a Dios porque saben que El
es el que les castiga y el que es, serd alabado eternamente por los
bienaventurados em el cielo. Por eso el empeiio que tienen en ha-
cer caer al hombre en pecado, prepararle asechanzas para que
peque, no se salve y Dios no sea glorificado.

La oracion de la misa de hoy se dirige a Dios “para que apar-
te de nosotros el contagio diabdlico y ademas nos conserve puros
y casto”. Esta oracion no debe desaparecer de nuestras labios em
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los momentos de la tentacion del enemigo. Porque Dios es po-
deroso podremos evitarla y vencerla eficazmente.

LA EPISTOLA. San Pablo completa este cuadro senalando
unas virtudes muy mecesarias y que pueden servirnos para evitar
la caida. FEstas virtudes son: la humildad y mansedumbre, la
paciencia para sobrellevarse unos a otros.

¢ Quién podrd dudar que esa falta de humildad y mansedum-
bre, que la impaciencia sean causas de que se pierda la caridad
Yy la paz? Por otra parte esa caridad y esa mansedumbre hacen
mas llevaderas las tribulaciones, se mantienen en una paz inter-
na Yy con esa paz se deja llevar el alma mejor por las inspiraciones
divinas y asi evita el pecado y andando siempre en la ley del Se-
flor, vivira gozosa y sin mancilla.

DOMINGO DECIMOCTAVO DESPUES DE PENTECOSTES
(2 de Octubre)

EL INTROITO. Este ciclo de domingos después de Pente-
costes es el mds largo de todos. Normalmente son veintitrés
domingos y de ordinario se anaden algunos mds.

El Intréito de la misa de hoy parece expresar esta tardan-
za en llegar a la meta. El fiel anhela la paz, la paz perpetua.
“Da la paz, dice, Sefior, a los que en Ti esperan” Parece muy
larga esta espera y, siempre luchando las fuerzas decaen.

Pero la noticia de que algin dia ird a la casa del Senior le
anima. Dice el versiculo: “Me he regocijado al oir lo que se me
ha dicho: iremos a la casa del Senor”. Entretanto no queda
mas remedio que luchar, trabajar, pero luchando con lo ayuda
de Dios también tendremos la paz deseada, al menos en parte,
ya que solo la paz del cielo, la paz de la casa del Senior es la paz
perpetua.

En las palabras: “Para que tus profetas sean hallados fie-
les, oye los ruegos de tu siervo y de tu pueblo Israel”, ven al-
gunos alusion a los nuevos ministros que recibieron las érdenes
sagradas en las pasadas témporas de septiembre.

LA COLECTA. Es la repeticiom de una verdad muy mece-
saria: sim Dios mo podemos hacer nmada. “Rogamoste, dice,
Sefor, que tu gracia dirija nuestros corazones; pues sin Ti no
podemos serte gratos”. Hermosa confesion que nos hard man-
tenermos en la humildad, y al mismo tiempo llenos de confianza
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esperaremos el auxilio divino, si lo pedimos. Porque si por una
parte sabemos y estamos seguros de ello, que Dios quiere nues-
tra salvacion, y que esta salvacion nmo puede ser sino siendo
nosotros del agrado de Dios, como por otra parte no podemos
serle gratos sin El mismo, sin su ayuda, siguese que esa ayuda
la tendremos, pero hay que pedirla continuamente. No olvide-
mos lo que nos dice el catecismo, que pare que una oraciéon seaw
eficaz debe hacerse con humildad, confianza y perseverancia.

Pedid y recibiréis. Llamad y se os abrird. FEsto se nos
dice repetidamente y de diversas maneras en los libros santos.
Y esto nos indica que,puesto que Dios sabe nuestras necesidades
antes de que nmosotros se las expongamos, si se nos pide la ora-
ciom, no es para que lo sepa Dios; es porque Dios ha dispuesto
concedernos lo que pedimos, pero con la condicion de que se lo
pidamos, pues en esa oraciom ya hay un reconocimiento del po-
der, de la soberania de Dios y la confesion de nuestra nada, de
que todo se lo debemos a Dios, de que dependemos en todo de
Dios. Asi ya desde ahora alabamos a Dios, glorificamos a Dios.

LA EPISTOLA. Fijémonos en las ultimas palabras que
son una confirmacion de cuamto llevamos dicho. “De manera
que nada os falte en ninguna gracia, esperando la manifesta-
cién de nuestro Sefor Jesucristo, el cual también os confirmara
hasta el fin sin culpa para que sedis irreprensibles en el dia del
advenimiento de nuestro Sefor Jesucristo”. Y también aque-
llas: “porque de todo estais ricos a causa de El (Jesucristo))”.
No importa que seamos pobres, no importa que nosotros mo po-
damos nada. Emn Jesucristo que se hizo hombre como mosotros
lo tememos todo, somos ricos y somos hechos gratos al Padre
celestial. Soélo mos es mecesario mantenernos firmemente esta-
blecidos en el testimonio de Cristo.

El advenimiento de nuestro Senor que para los malos serd
causa de espanto, serd para aquellos que se mantuvieren irre-
prensibles causa de alegria, porque serd el comienzo de una paz
duradera perpetua y plema en el cielo.

P. F. Ortega, O.P.
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What Is Peter’s Pence?
by IGINO GIORDANI

(CONCLUSION))

TaE OrcANIZATION OF PETER’S PENCE

But the fidelity of Catholics remained firm and, from the year 1860
on, Peter’s Pence constituted the Holy Father’s chief source of revenue. On
August 5, 1875, the Encyclical Saepe Venerabiles Fratres set a kind of of-
ficial seal of consecration on the “Oecuvre du denier de Saint Pierre”. “This
supreme duty of aiding the Holy Father”, wrote Fr. Béringer, S. J., “was
well understood by the faithful the world over and will thus prove to be one
of the glories of the nineteenth century. Not only in such Catholic coun-
tries as France, Belgium, Ireland, Spain, Portugal, Austria, Italy and Poland,
but also in nations which were predominantlyProtestant, such as England.
the United States of America, Holland and Germany, the faithful hastened
to send their offering to the Sovereign Pontiff from the very outset of his
sorrowful trials”.

For the direction of the regional offices and for the administration of
Peter’s Pence, Leo XIII appointed a special official in 1878. Today, this
administration is entrusted to the Secretariat of State, with the cooperation
of the Nuncios and, in Italy, the Bishops. Besides, not a few private in-
dividuals often make offerings to which they add the expression of their
childlike and ardent devotion to the Successor of Peter.

ReAsons For PETER’S PENCE

Already in 1860, the year in which a rich amount of popular literature
on this subject was circulating in the Catholic world with a view to stimula-
ting such offerings to the Vicar of Christ, great stress was laid on the
multiple reasons for the existence for this custom. These reasons were
divided into two categories: first, an analogy with the natural and the divine
law, and secondly, considerations of natural appropriateness.

By virtue of the natural and the divine law, the Egyptians, the Jews,
and the pagans of various countries had always recognized their duty of
providing support for the high priest of their cult, even when the form of
worship was idolatrous.

In regard to natural appropriateness, the Armonia of Turin repeated the
three motives alrcady given by Natalis Alexander: “1) The Church is the
Mystical Body of which the Sovereign Pontiff is the Visible head. Now,
just as the natural law obliges the individual members to provide assistance
for the head, so also by virtue of the law of piety and charity, the churches
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scattered throughout the world must collaborate to maintain in honor and
strength that Church which is above them all as their Head, namely, the
Church of Rome. 2) All laws demand that sons should provide for their
father in his needs, and that daughters do the same for their mother.
With all the more reason, then, material aid should be provided for the
Father and the spiritual Mother of all the Faithful. The Sovereign Pontiff,
according to the definition of the IV Lateran Council, is the Father of
all the faithful and, according to the teaching of the Council of Trent,
the Church of Rome is the Mother and the Mistress of all other churches.
Hence the churches and the faithful of the entire world must provide for
the Church of Rome and the Sovereign Pontiff in their needs. 3) Rulers
are entitled to taxes, both as a recognition of their universal dominion,
and as compensation enabling them to watch over and protect their subjects
and to administer justice. Hence, taxes are due to the Sovereign Pontiff,
so that his dignity will be surrounded even with human splendor and that
he will be enabled to watch over the universal discipline of the more
distant churches, defend their positions, vindicate their wrongs, protect
and reward their administrators, punish the guilty, and pass judgment
as supreme arbiter on all controversies”.

Tue DestiNnatiON OF PETER'S PENCE

Anyone who calls to mind the work of the Roman Pontiffs, in the
fields of faith and religious and social assistance, charity learning and
art, and recognizes their accomplishments in the modern civilization which
has arisen around the Church and through the sanction of the Church,
understands how these financial contributions, springing from a dutiful
sense of gratitude and justice, have been used in the past and are being
used today.

Even under a human aspect, the Church is the largest organic institu-
tion in the world. Its administration calls for vigilance in every corner
of the globe, in all the sectors of spiritual, social, political, and cultural
life, wherever there is a man — one redeemed by the Blood of Christ.
This administration also involves studies, research, and action of all kinds
in order ta spread the Word of Christ, to communicate with the hierarchy
and the faithful, to give directives, to be on hand wherever danger for faith
or morals arises, to assist the poor and the wretched, to say a word at the
proper time, to reprimand and to punish, to promote education, and to
found pious works, monuments, and institutions. The Pope is a Father
who watches over the welfare of all his sons, making each one’s needs
his own. He receives offering from all sides, but he also sends offerings
cverywhere. He gives away as much as he rcceives and, being a supreme
mediator venerated by all, he draws from the superfluity of some to make
up for the wants of others.
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Thus also is the Holy See. It receives in order to give — to give
to the poor and to assure its own administration. The complex administra-
tive ‘organism which is the center of the Church, and among whose chief
functions is that of stimulating the circulation of charity throughout the
world, has for its function that men may love one another as brothers
and that each one may treat his neighbor as himself.

We have only to recall the story of the Papacy, which in great part,
is the story of European civilization, of the conquest of continents for the
Gospel, of the defense of the freedom of the children of God against
the encroachments of political and economic tyranny and of atheism and
agnosticism. The story of the Papacy is the story of the defense of morality
against corruption, of good against evil, of peace against war, of order
against disorder. We recall the sublime, all-embracing and heroic work
ot the Popes during the two recent World Wars, when they remained
as the only bond of union between separated and -crushed peoples, the
only symbol of love and life amid a cosmic obsession of hate and death.

In our century, tragic events have called on the charity of the Holy
I'ather to contribute enormous sums for the alleviation of misery of every
kind, such as the earthquakes of Messina and Avezzano, the two World
\Wars with their consequent and still present tragedies of deportation and
persecution, floods, epidemics, unemployment, lack of housing, etc. While
the vexations of anticlerical or atheistic governments were notably reducing
time from all sides there were still arising numerous and tragic pleas for
hiclp from Christians, Jews, Mohammedans, and pagans.

A Dury or FiuiaL Piery

Steady growth in population and the expansion of cities, on the one hand,
and the destruction and ruin caused by the war, on the other, make it
mmperative over an ever-widening area to construct new churches and
rectories.  Tha Pope intervenes with financial aid and fatherly encourage-
ment. The part played by the Pope, which is vast, varied, continual, and
daily increasing, a part which represents a social and religious contribution
made by the Pope on a scale which has perhaps never been equalled in the
twenty centuries of the Church’s history, can be and, logically, must be
supported by the millions of his Catholic children.

The Pope is “the Father and the Teacher of all Christians”, as was
recognized by the Council of Florence. Hence, all the children of the
Church, all the members who receive the teachings of the Church, feel
the need of providing him with the means needed for the exercise of his
nnlimited fatherhood. “Where Peter is, there is the Church”, said
St. Ambrose. “The Pope and the Church are but ene”, insisted St. Francis
le Sales. He is the “Vicar of Him who praised and blessed the widow’s
iny mite”, as was stated in an appeal to the faithful of Rome in 1860.
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While the daily service of the Pope in the troubled years through which we
are passing is of enormous social value, no less great is the social obligation
of Christians to privide a manifestation of human solidarity suffused with
divine grace by assisting the Pope, and thus giving concrete expression to
their membership in the Church. Everyone can do this—the rich man in
his rich way; the poor man in his poor way. Even the widow’s mite has its
place. Added to the mites of millions of other poor people, it can eventually
amount to riches, the riches of piety and faith which conquer the world
and carry on the battle against evil. Against the currents of egoism and iw-
morality which are fed by money, Christianity proposes this human-divine
use of money, in which we find a human-divine concept of existence. The
poor give in proportion to their ability, with an intelligent and inexhaustible
generosity which the Lord blesses and rewards.

Never was money destined for a nobler aim than this, to be the
material means destined to nourish the spirit. Money in the hands of
the Vicar of Christ is like money in the hands of Christ Himself; it serves
for the life of men, for the life of as many men as possible. It does not
serve for the purchase of arms for war, nor of weapons for power, nor for
the enslavement of consciences. It is used for the spread of the Gospel, for
the administration of the Church, and for the exercise of charity. It is
used to provide bread for the famished, a home for children, a house of
prayer for adults, a source of help for the suffering, education for the
ignorant. In the hands of the Vicar of Christ it becomes the means for the
practice on a universal scale of the spiritual and the corporal works of mercy.

THE SUBSTANCE OF THE POOR

A person ignorant of the nature of Peter's Pence might be somewhat
surprised at secing the Holy See engage in such financial activities. But his
surprise is shortlived when he grasps the truth that it is the money of the
poor used for the benefit of the poor. In May, 1954, the Church elevated
to the altars a modern and even a contemporary, Pope S. Pius X. He was
a Pope who, through the offerings of the faithful, came to the aid of count-
less persons in misery and helped to sustain truth where it was compromised,
to defend the Church where it was threatened. On his deathbed he could
say of himself: “I was born poor; I have lived poor: I die poor”. Such is the
Pope. In the Vatican he may walk through loggias of Raphael and officiate
in the basilica built by Michelangelo, in the midst of marble and splendid
works of art. But for himself he is poor, the servant of the servants of God,
and his primacy is based on his greater love (Lovest thou me more than
these?) that is to say, on a greater service of others.

Some people have referred to the Holy See as a financial power.. Such
an observation would hardly be worthy of attention, were it not that the
ultimate scope of such remarks is to influence public opinion to discredit
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and engender hostility towards the Holy See and its multiple efforts to
alleviate misery and to spread the light of Faith throughout the world.

The Church is still the one institution and the one idea which refuses
to bow to the ideology of the modern world, according to which money
is the chief interest in life. For the Church, the chief interest in life is the
redemption of man through the Blood of Jesus Christ. Financial means—
as well as all other means, such as the press, moving pictures, transporta-
tion, study, clothing, and everything else—are instruments used for this
end; they are instruments and nothing more. Pius XII can repeat with
Pope St. Gregory the Great: “We have no riches belonging to Us, but
to Us arc entrusted the custody and the distribution of the substance of
the poor.”

Annually, either on the Feast of the Pope or on the Feast of SS.
Peter and Paul, a special collection is taken up in the various dioceses to
which every enlightened son of the Church is anxious to offer his contri-
bution—his mouthful of bread—for the material welfare of the Pope. For
this end, it suffices for him to give up some amusement, a refreshment,
a play thing, and thus manifest in a tangible manner his active member-
ship in the Church and his conscious devotion to its Head.

To spread and intensify the collection of Peter's Pence meaus also
to nourish and strengthen the life of the Church. It means giving greater
freedom to the Papacy, so that, free of all commitments towards earthly
powers, the Holy See may depend for Its exalted ministry solely on God
and on the people. And thus, the people of God become identified
with the Church for the added reason that they participate directly in Its
human existence, in the Person of Him who is its Foundation and Supreme
Head.

Hence giving to the Pope is the same as giving to Christ. It is a
continuation of the assistance which men and women showered on the
,» Divine Preacher of the Gospel.



Seccion Informativa

MUNDO CATOLICO

ROMA. EI Papa habla a los periodistas de Roma.Con ocasion del
decimo aniversario de la reorganizacion del sindicato de reporteros romanos,
el Papa recibié a estos en audiencia el 3 de julio ultimo. Del discurso que
con este motivo les dirigi6 mercen destacarse estas palabras: “Las res-
ponsabilidades del cronista son realmente grandes. Por razén de su
trabajo el penetra intimamente en la vida cotidiana de la sociedad;
siempre atento a conocer todos los sucesos que de una manera o de otra
interesan al publico. Nota los hechos que se producen e informa a los
lectores de una manera objetiva; pero no sin dejar que su pensamiento
se transparente cuando critica estos mismos hechos, acaso en una forma
imperceptible; pero de influencia real sobre la opiniéon publica; y esto un
dia y otro a préposito de centenares de sucesos que constituyen la vida
de la ciudad ete. Como por otra parte son muy pocos los que no leen la
prensa diaria, se comprende la amplitud de la accién del periodista.

Cualquier cosa que atrae la atencion del reporter lo presenta con una
forma humoristica unas veces, con simpatia otras, advierte los dafos que
se pueden seguir para el publico o sus ventajas ete.

Por otra parte el ptblico lo recibe con agrado, y cree ver en el reporter
un amigo y con frecuencia un intérprete de la opinién del mismo lector”.

Después el Papa hace notar que esto mismo lleva consigo la necesidad
de presentar los hechos en su justa apreciaciéon de los valores reales. Si
no se pueden suprimir los crimenes, se puede y se debe contribuir a la
formaciéon mental de los pueblos presentando los hechos, no para excitar
la curiosidad o reaccionar segtin la conveniencia del momento o del interes
personal individual; se debe hacer ver a la opinién publica las raices
profundas que condicionan el bienestar y la paz de los pueblos Muchas
veces permanecen indiferentes ante las miserias verdaderas para fijarse
en hechos sin importancia, pero que sirven para explotar la sensibilidad del
pueblo. Otras, adulaciones interesadas etc. son materia de publicidad.

En fin que los periodistas, reporteros y cronistas sepan la importancia
social de su profesién y que contribuyan no a hacer de esta sociedad un
una sociedad facil y divertida, sino una sociedad en la que los verdaderos
valores sean estimados como deben ser.

La ‘““Canadian Women’s Press Club’’ ante el Papa.— También ha hablado el
Papa a las damas de la Canadian Women’s Press Club” unos dias antes.
Arte de las artes llama el Papa a la ensefianza de la verdad, siguiendo el
pensamiento de San Gregorio Nazianceno. La transmisién de la verdad,
del bien, y de la belleza, de persona a persona por medio de la palabra
impresa o de la imagen no debe ser un negocio comercial. El periodismo
€s algo mas que una ocupacién o un comercio. Es un servicio indispen-
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sable que se hace a la familia, a la Iglesia y al Estado. Es un servicio
espiritual.

Aplicando esta profesion a la mujer, dice el Papa, que nadie mejor
que la mujer en el hogar, en la oficina puede apreciar que el mal y el
delito pueden propagarse a toda la sociedad, desde el sillén del director,
desde la crénica de la villa o ciudad, desde la pagina de la moda, desde
el cuento popular o desde los cuentos emponzonados y esto de una manera
rapida. Nadie mejor que ella puede conocer la diferencia que existe entre
una interpretacién honesta de las informaciones y la mentira sutilmente
insinuada, entre una imagen provocativa y otra que edifica, entre la
créonica serena de un hecho que agrada, o desagrada y la pura charlataneria.

Las recuerda después la misién maternal de la mujer y las exhorta
a cumplir en este orden de la publicidad con esta misma misién.

A la XLII Semana Social de Francia.—In este mismo orden de ideas y
expresando parecidos sentimientos y deseos, hacemos notar que el Papa
nor medio de Monsefior Dell’Acqua escribié a la XLII social de Francia
una carta cuyo tema era “Las Técnicas de la difusion en la civilizacion
contemporanea”. No solamente se interesa mucho en esto el Papa, sino
que estd preocupado por la amenaza de la personalidad humana a causa
de misma técnica. La técnica moderna de difusién amenaza al hombre en
su autonomia espiritual. A causa, por ejemplo, de la presion de una
informacion dirigida por la seduccién de la imagen, por la obsesién de la
propaganda, la accién conjugada de la prensa del cine de la radio de la
television, se llega a confermar a gusto de uno la conciencia del individuo,
se invade poco a poco el universo mental y se determinan unos modos que
parecen espontaneos.

Es una obligacion grave del poder publico intervenir para defender
ia informacion y librarla de injusta presiones extrafnas, pero sin absor-
bencia esta tal, la educacién pihblica manteniendola en un perfecto
equilibrio entre la potencia de las técnicas de difusién y la capacidad de
reaccién personal de los ciudadanos. Los medios de difusién deben estar
en manos de hombres conscientes de sus graves responsabilidades, para
que estos medios se conviertan en instrumentos de sana formacién de la
personalidad del lector, del oyente y del expectador.

CANADA. Condenacién de tres sociedades de ‘‘Graficos”’.— Tres com-
panias distribuidoras de periédicos y revistas ‘“lustradas’ han sido prohibidas
y multadas en Canada en aplicacion del Derecho Penal. Estas son:
American News, Benjamin News y Montreal News dealer. La multa ha
sida de mil dolares mas los gastos. El juez Cloutier dijo que el mal que
hacen estas publicaciones es tan vasto que se debe tomar toda precaucion
para que los culpables no reincidan. De todos modos, aunque sea grande
la multa, no sero igual al dafio causado en el espiritu de miles de lectores.
Son una verdadera prostituciéon de la literatura.
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BELGICA. EI episcopado belga y el proyecto de ley sobre ensenanza.—
E1 episcopado belga ha publicado una carta colectiva a propésito del
proyzcto de ley sobre ensenanza, ultimamente aprobado por el Estado.
Se aproxima el momento, dicen, en que los padres habran de elegir la
escuela a la que confiardn sus hijos. No debe hacerso esto a la ligera.
fTacen notar que los padres, que son verdaderamente cristianos, conscien-
ites de su responsabilidad no deben dudar. Se impone el enviarlos a una
cscuela catdlica. La formaciéon que en estas escuelas reciben, sea ciéntifica
o técnica es excelente y por lo menos tan buena como en las escuelas de
c¢nsenianza oficial. Pero sobre todo es la educacion moral y religiosa la
que unida al desarrollo de las facultades intelectuales, junto con la disciplina
v el orden contribuyen y colaboran a la formacién del caracter, a templar
la voluntad y a formar la conciencia cristiana de cada uno de sus alumnos.

Por otra parte los responsables de la ensehanza oficial declaran y
repiten en todos los tonos que el Estado crea sus escuelas, para los padres
que no quieran una educacién cristiana para sus hijos. Pensemos si no
es verdad que esto sucede en otras partes. Por de*pronto Jesucristo dijo
que quién no estaba con El (y no estd con El el que prescinde de El),
csta contra El.

Ano ignaciano.—Ha comenzado el 31 de julio en todo el mundo el
centenario de la muerte de San Ignacio fundador de la inclita y tan
conocida Compafiia de Jesis o de los jesuitas. Se espera que en todo el
mundo donde se encuentren los jesuitas o amigos de los jesuitas se orga-
nizaran festejos para commemorar este centenario glorioso. El Santo
Padre ha escrito una epistola al Rdmo. P. Prepésito General que publica-
remos en numeros proximos.

FILIPINAS

Consagracion episcopal de Mons. Espiga.—IEn el nimero anterior dimos
ia noticia de la elecciéon del Rdmo. P. Fr. Gregorio Espiga O.R.S.A. pre-
fecto Apostdlico de Palawan para Obispo y Vicario Apostélico. En este
namero nos es grato comunicar que la consagracién tendra lugar en Manila
¢n la hermosa iglesia de San Sebastian el dia de la festividad de San
Nicolas de Tolentino, (10 de septiembre) Patrono de la Provincia de los
PP, Recoletos. Prelado Consagrante sera Su. Excia. Rdvma. Mons. Rufino
J. Santos, y como obispos consagrantes seran S.EE. los Rdvmos. Sres.
Manuel Yap, obispo de Bacolod y Peregrin de la Fuente, O.P., Prelado de
Batanes. EIl sermén estara a cargo del M., Rdo. P. Manue] Carceller,
O.R.S.A. Prior Provincial de los P.P. Recoletos.

Inauguracion del Seminario menor de Manila.—Manila cuenta ahora
con un nuevo seminario menor edificado junto al mayor en Guadalupe,
Makati. El dia 22 de agosto fiesta del Inmaculado Corazén de Maria
tuvo lugar la bendicién y la inauguracién.
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La Respuesta Catélica.—El Programa dominical de la C.W.0. conocido
como “The Catholic Answer”. (La respuesta catolica), versara sobre una
serie de charlas sobre los diez mandamientos que daran algunos miembros
del Burd de Escritores catélicos. La D.Z.P.I. retrasmitird estas charlas—
conferencias todos los domingos de 8:45 a 9:00 p.m.—

Esta serie comenzé el 3 de junio con una introduccién del Profesor
Dr. Antonio Molina, que versé sobre “Understanding the Decalogue.” EI
Prof. Ariston Estrada diserté sobre el Primier Mandamiento durante los
tres domingos siguientes. Sobre el Segundo Mandamiento hablé el Prof.
Atty. Santiago Estrada Junior.—Los otros oradores seran: Sres. Atty.
Antonio R. Infante, Prof. Isabel Diaz; Atty, José Espinosa; Rev. Fr. Hono-
rio Munoz, O.P. Mrrs. Demetria Colayco, Prof. Waldo Perfecto, el Decano
Sr. Ramon T. Oben y el Prof. Marcos Herras. Dada la competencia de
estos profesores de la Universidad de Santo Tomas no hay duda que seran
interesantes estas explicaciones de una materia tan esencial para la vida
cristiana. .

Conferencias.—El 31 de julio pasado, el conocido Presidente de la Accion
Catélica de Filipinas y Canciller del Colegio de San Sebastidan dié una
interesante y hermosa conferencia, una de las de la serie que la Pax
Romana de la Universidad de Sto. Tomas presenta todos los meses, que
versd sobre el tema EDUCATION FOR THE GOOD LIFE.

Hay dos educaciones una que llama for a good time, y otra for a good
life. La educacién que Filipinas ha tenido en los cincuenta afios pasados
ha hasido una educacién for a good time. Esto lo prueba seiialando hechos
v deduciendo conclusiones que nadie puede poner en duda. Para una
educacion for a good life como debe ser, sefiala una serie de consideraciones
y remedios. A continuacién damos un resmen de la misma que ha aparecido
en inglés, en la lengua que la pronuncio el autor, en la revista “Varsitarian”
de la Universidad de Sto. Tomaés.

Let us consider the educational system under which we have been
trained in the last fifty years. Is it an educatiion for the good life?
Has it taught us to understand our only mission in life: to know God,
to love Him, and to serve Him? The facts are:

First: The present system of education was established by the early
Americans immediately after Spanish-American War of 1893.

Second: Gov. William H. Taft, and Pres. McKinley, later, stated that
lhe primary objective of the public school system was to prepare the Fili-
pinos for self-government.

Third: This educative process was naturally patterned after that of
America,

Fourth: The earliest teachers were American soldiers, and later American
men and women,
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Fifth: Vocational instruction was introduced in the elementary and
secondary schools and it became a feature of the system.

Sixth: Provision was made for the teaching of academic, physical, and
moral subjects.

Seventh: Tho American teaching aids and the American teachers were
gradually changed. The Constitution passed in 1935 provided: “... All
schools shall aim to develop moral character, personal discipline, civic
conscience, and vocational efficiency... Optional religious instruction shall
be maintained in the public schools...”

Eighth: The State University has followed closely the organization, the
theory and the practice of American state universities.

Ninth: Likewise, the tax-supported normal schools have been fashioned
after state teachers colleges in the United States. '

Tentk: The private school system has followed closely and faithfully
the curriculum and methodology of the public schools.

Logical conclusions from these basic facts:

First: There have always been moral subjects in the curriculum; deve-
lopment of moral character is preseribed in the Constitution. Philippine
education must have produced men and women of sterling moral rectitude.
There can be no reason for the daily increase of crimes.

Second: The educational system has aimed to train the masses in the
art and the science of self-government and democracy. Yet, illiteracy
is still to be whittled down. Roughly, 15,000,000 Filipinos consider demo-
cracy and the affairs of the government as remote as the man in the moon.

Third: Vocational training and proficiency have always been striven
for. Still graduates have nowhere to go.

Fourth: The educationsl system aims to develop civic conscience. But,
we are wanting in leaders and followers imbued with honesty, integrity,
and passionate love of country.

Fifth: Our system of education has emphasized freedom. We ought
to expect our people to know their right as well as their corresponding
obligations. Freedom without law and order is license and license leads
to chaos.

Our educational system has failed. Why?

First: Although moral instruction has been part and parcel of the cur-
riculum, the public schools of the country have never admitted religion
as a basis of morality.

Second: We have slavishly adopted the tenets and practices of the
“frontier thinkers” and ‘“progressivists,” who teach such ideas as: there
are no absolute values, everything is relative; all truths can be discovered
only by experiments; the children should never be frustrated; the knowledge
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of God and His Commandments is not essential in the formation of the
mind and character, ete.

Third: We have established here a multiplicity of undergraduate col-
leges turning out future professionals without cultural foundation.

Fourth: Freemasons and/or Protestants, who had been in control of
the Education Department; laws on religious and moral have been more
“honored in the breach than in the performance.”

Fifth: The Educational Act of 1940 shortened the abbreviated elementary
course. Academic-vocational high schools were set up resulting in students
who are half-prepared for college or vocation.

Our education for the last fifty years has been for a good time.

An education for the good life develops harmoniously the intellectual,
physical and spiritual faculties of man. It is an education centered on
God. How is this education possible? Under a new educational system.

" In the primary grades, the medium of instruction should be regional
vernacular, Statistics indicate 50% of the pupils leave the school after
four years. This will result to greater benefit of the masses.

Elementary schools should concentrate on fundamental education: the
four R’s and the duties of citizenship.

Academic high schools and the four years general college course
should stress general education, the four areas of learning: Humanities
including philosophy; physical & natural sciences; social studies including
theology; and mathematics. While vocational training should be geared
Lo the needs of the community.

There should be only one college, the College of Liberal Arts. After
two years the students elect, by virtue of their performance, what specia-
lization they will undertake in the university. The University then shall
become a collection of graduate schools of law, medicine, pedagogy, ete.

Here can be seen the development of a full man ready for a good life.
He is not only a professional but a man of wisdom, faith and taste.

—Otra conferencia interesantisima y que fue objeto de criticas ad-
versas por parte de la prensa de criterio generalmente no catélico fue
la que pronuncio el M.R. P. Antonio Pifion el 7 de agosto tltimo. Damos
a continuacién un resumen de la misma que nos hizo el autor. EIl tema era
WHAT IS WRONG WITH MODERNIST ART?

One thing is modern art, and another modernist art. Modern art welds
tradition with actuality, it is the protraction of a continuous line. Modernist
art is the severance of the line; it divorces actuality from tradition.
Modern art is a technique; modernist art is, besides, a system, a theory,
a philosophy.

To understand modernist art one has to look back upon its philosophical
redigree. This includes: (a) Luther, whose principle of “External Justi-
fication” in effect proclaimed the independence of Man from God, and,
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consequently, led on to immanence and the fullest unrestrained liberty,
“Pecca fortiter”. (b) Descartes, in whom the immanentistic trend reached
the intellect which, by its innate ideas, is solved from dependence from
objective reality. Descartes, furthermore, fathered Voluntarism, when he
asserted that the essences of things depend ultimately on God’s will. When
later on, through Positivism, the idea of God was discarded, truth came
to depend on men’s will, “Truth is what each man believes”. (¢) Rousseau
posited a more logical foundation for Luther’s unrestrained liberty. Human
nature is not incurably evil as Luther supposed, but infallibly good. How-
ever, it is a goodness of sensuality, a goodness without good works and
without virtue, a goodness which is purely sentimental. (d) All these
trends came to a climax in Kant. The immanentistic tendency which
began when Luther stopped Divine Grace outside man’s conscience is
completed when Kant barred God from entering the mind. Henceforth,
1eason folds within itself to live its lonely life in awful solitude. No
communication with the outside world is possible. Cartesian intellectualism
.8 crowned with the Autonomy of Pure Reason, and Rousseaunian natural
zordness becomes the Autonomy of the Will. In the opposite direction,
‘his theory of natural goodness led necessarily to the glorification of
tle libido.

Immanentism, Anthropocentrism, Flight from reality, Subjectivism,
Autonomy, Sensuality—these are the polluted wellsprings of modernist
art. They are the hallmarks of every modernistic piece which lays claim
to excellence in modernism.

Luther’s immanentism centered upon the incurable evil of man.
Modernist art seems singularly appropriate to express the ugly and dis-
torted, and singularly inadequate to express the beautiful and tender.
Modernist art fails miserably to express the supernatural values. A case
in point is the projécted Basilica of Aranzazu, which was disapproved
by the Pontifical Commission on Sacred Art,

Modernist art prides itself on having broken free from the bonds of
objectivity. The modernist does not take his forms from nature. He
despises such a procedure. Instead he fabricates his own forms and
imposes them on nature. Modernism in art carries out Kant’s dictum:
“The intellect does not derive its laws from nature but presceribes them
to nature.”

The logical corollary of this is subjectivism, which is carried to the
extreme of autonomy when the modernist expresses his contempt for the
ijudgment of his fellowmen, present and future, when he says that he
paints or composes mainly for his own satisfaction without worrying
whether he is understood or not.

The pervading atmosphere of sensuality in the literature and plastic
arts of our day are much too evident to require comment. The excuse is:
one must portray reality, and “Art for Art’s sake.” Implying, it seems,
that reality and Art are nothing but a vast dunghill.
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—Ya que de conferencias hablamos no dejaremos de decir dos palabras
sobre una “lectura”, primera de una serie de lecturas de la facultad de
Teologia del Seminario de Sto. Tomas dada por el Profesor de la misma
tacultad R. P. Jesus Diaz, O.P. profesor de Teologia Moral y Regente
del Colegio de Medcina de la misma Universidad de Sto. Tomas. La con-
ferencia o lectura se tuvo el 30 de julio. Versé sobre el Cédigo Moral de
los Hospitales Catélicos. Anotamos algunos, parrafos tomados de un
resumen que nos proporcioné el Seminarista de IV ano, Sr. Jesus Valera
que versan sobre el aborto, esterilizacién uso de sedantes (parte negativa),
y la administracién de los Sacramentos (parte positiva).

The Church’s stand against abortion is one of the “hardest point to
understand by physicians,” according to Fr. Diaz. Most of them do not
see any sense in losing two lives when mother and foetus are in imminent
danger of death and one of them (the mother) can be saved by sacrificing
the other (the foetus) through abortion. But there can be no equivocation
as far as Moral Theology is concerned., No innocent life may be wilfully
and directly taken. Of course, all lawful means must be applied to try
to save both the mother and the foetus, but never is it permitted to kill
one to save the other, “not even to save the whole of mankind,” Fr. Diaz
stressed with a note of finality.

In ectopic pregnancy, although any direct attack on the life of the
foetus is morally wrong, the affected part of an ovary or Fallopian tube
may be removed even though the life of the foetus may be thus indirectly
terminated, provided the operation cannot be postponed without notably
increasing the danger to the mother. This is based on the assumption
that said affected part “is in a really pathological condition like a diseased
crgan,” and may therefore be removed for the good of the whole organism.
The great majority of moralist, according to Fr. Diaz, are now agreed on
this point.

Sterilization directly intended can never be justified. But an otherwise
Lealthy ovary or testes may be excised if the operation is required to arrest
the growth of a serious pathological condition even in other organs.

A “ticklish problem” says Fr. Diaz is the procurement of the male
semen for sterility tests; but masturbation and unnatural intercourse can
never be justified as means to this end,

The use 0f sedatives to ease the severe pains of the dying is allowed,
but doctors must never deprive, under pain of grievous sin, the dying of
the use of their reason before they shall have settled their temporal, and
spiritual affairs.

In the Positive Section the Code stresses the physician’s duty of
charity to his patient, especially that of procuring for the dying the benefits
of a good death, calling a priest if the paient is a Catholic, or simply
helping him to make an act of perfect contrition if otherwise. Pre-
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supposed the gave duty of baptizing the foetus, the Code explains how
emergency baptism is administered, when absolutely and when conditionally,
intra-uterine baptism, etec....

Commenting on the value of the Code, Fr. Diaz observed that it is
by no means exhaustive, it does not cover all situations; “but”, he added,
“in its fundamental principles, it is immutable, just as Natural Law, on
which it is based, is immutable.”

—En fin otra conferencia interesante es la que dié en el mismo semina-
rio el sabio ethnélogo Rev. P. Martin Gusinde, S.V.D. especialista en el
estudio sobre la razas de cultura primitiva: pigmos, aetas, fueguinos
ete. con quienes ha convivido varios meses y aun anos. No son pues
impresiones de momento lo que nos refiri6 el P. Gusunde. Habloé sobre
idzas religiosas y sociales de estos pueblos primitivos de una cultura sen-
cilla. Todos son monoteistas. Tienen alto concepto de sus deberes reli-
giosos, como lo prueban la oracién, la fe en la Divina Providencia. Son
mondgamos. Tienen una moralidad elevada. Entre ellos son casi descono-
cidos los crimenes. Estiman y guardan fielmente ciertas costumbres
sociales: amistad, gratitud, hospitalidad.—Hizo notar también la grande
importancia que dan las ceremonias de la “inciacién” para celebrar el
paso a la edad de la pubertad. Duran dos semanas con un entrenamiento
rigido y lleno de privaciones y deben someterse a ciertos ejercicios penosos.
Todo ello para que conoscan el sacrificio y sufrimiento que se exije de ellos
en la vida que entonces van a comenzar.

/Nuevo Vicario Provincial de los PP. Agustinos.—FEl M.R. P. Fr. Jesis
Fernandez, O.S.A., que actualmente regentaba la parroquia de San José
de Iloilo, ha sido nombrado Vicario Provincial de los P. Agustinos residentes:
en Filipinas.

El P. Jests es muy conocido en Iloilo, donde ha estado puede decirse
que desde su llegada a Filipinas en diciembre de 1931. Por eso los de Iloilo
sienten su partida; pero saben que serd su labor muy apreciada y més
necesaria ahora como Superior de la Orden agustiniana en Filipinas.

—También ha sido confirmado en su cargo de Rector de la Universidad
de San Agustin de Iloilo el M.R, P. Fr. Isaac Insunza, O.S.A.

NECROLOGIA .

El dia 1 de agosto entregé su alma a Dios en Manila el Rev. P, José Moraleda, O.F.M.
a los 83 anos de edad y 68 de vida religiosa. Era capellin de las religiosas clarisas de Manila.

Hoy dia 26 en que escribimos estas lineas descansé en la paz del Senor en el Hospital
de Santo Tomis el Rev. P. Fr. Angel Fernandez, O.P. rodeado de sus hermanos de habito
y confortado con los ultimos Sacramentos y la bendicién apostélica después de una larga
y penosa enfermedad. Era Director de la Asociacion del Rosario Perpetuo y Promotor
provincial de la Orden Tercera de Santo Domingo. Fue Capellin de la Virgen del Rosario
durante muchos afios en el antiguo convento de Santo Domingo y coadjutor en la Parroquia
del Santissimo Rosario de la U.S.T. Al trasladarse la venerada imagen de la Naval al
nuevo convento de Quezon city, alli le siguié el P, Angel. Por todo esto era muy conocido
y su muerte ha sido muy sentida por todos.

Una oracion por los difuntos
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