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paiia s'iemp?"e y solo cuando nosotros volunta,riamente que'remos 
apartarnos de ella, nos abandona; cuando voluntariamente por 
nuestro propio quere?" seguimos la voz de nuestras concupiscen­
cias contm la volwntad cle Dios, entonces esta gracia divina nos 
abandona. 

Por eso la seguncla parte de la oracion pide a Dios, que se 
extienda tambien su ayuda, su gracia hasta esto, hasta mamte­
nernos constantes en el bien, para que !nuestro espiritu no cese 
de aspimr y p'racticar la virtud, las buenas obras. 

LA EPISTOLA nos enseiia esta misma doctrina. "POl' esta 
causa, dice, (para que no desmayen los fieles de Efeso a causa 
de las tribulaciones de San Pablo), doblo mis rodillas ante el Pa­
dre de Nuestro SerrOl" J esucristo, del cual deriva toda paternidad 
en los cielos y en la tierra; para que segun las riquezas de su glo­
ria os de firmeza en la virtud". Del Pad?"ep?"ocede pues la fir­
meza en la virtud. Por el Padre estaremos ar?"aigaclos y cimenta­
dos en la ca'ridad y estarenws llenos de la plenitucl de Dios, Aiia­
de despues : "El es poderoso para hacer cumplidamente 10 que 
pedimos 0 entendemos" i Que es esto simo por una parte confesar 
que de Dios p?"ocede el .obm?' bueno y que la oracion 0 peticion de 
estas gracias para obm?" el bien es una condicion y una segu?"idad 
para obte?'nerlas? 

Por eso no hay para que glo?"iarnos como si el bien obra?' fue­
ra cosa nuestra 0 pemsar que somos algo. Nuestra sUficiencia 
proviene de Dios. Por eso termina la epistola da,nao gracias a 
Dios y que "segun la vir tud que obra en nosotros, a El sea la glo­
ria' en la Iglesia y en J esucristo en todas las generaciones de los 
siglos". 

ConclusiOn de toclo esto es que ante todo desconfiemos de 
nosotros mismos. Que de nosotros no tenemos nacla. Es Dios 
quien nos previene y !nos aC01npaiia. Por eso con una gran con­
fiamza en el pode?" y en la bondad de D'ios aCUda?1WS siempre 
pidiendole este auxilio tan necesario y que solo pidiendole podre-
1noS esperar obtenerle. 

DOMINGO DECIMOSEPTIMO DESPUES DE 
PENTECOSTES 

(25 de septiembre) 

EL INTROITO. Figuremonos la situacion en que se e.ncuen­
tra un pecador despues de haber cometido un ho?'rible pecaclo 
mortal .. despues de haber deliberaclamente y contra el dictamen 



- 5~~-

de su conciencia hecho uma accion mala: robo, calumnia, o· pen­
samiento 0 deseo malo, deseo irnpuro, de infidelidad conyugal 
etc, Ahora ve como, una vez cometido el pecado, despues de ha­
ber gozado un deleite que el creia verdader'o, no queda mas que 
miseria, todo ha desapar'ecido, la conciencia compremde el mal he­
cho al projimo, si todavia no ,ha c·recido. en el vicio; tal vez la 
menwria del pecado cometido le luwe recordar los castigos tTe­
mendos que Dios tiene prepamdos pam el pecador. Ha per'dido 
la gr'acia, se ha hecho r'eo del infier'no; perdido el cielo pam siem­
pr'e y digno de urnos tormentos 1)or toda 'una eter'nidad, i Hay 
miseria mas espantosa? 

El Justo Job decia que, si Dios le pieliera cuenta de sus he­
chos, ele mil cargos que le hicier-a, no podr'ia r'esponder ni a uno 
solo . Pues i que respondera el pecacZor' cuando Dios le piela cuen­
ta ele su pecaelo? 

No queda otro remedio, sino exclamar con el intr'oito de la 
misa de hoy: "Justo eres, Senor, y rectos son tus juicios; haz mi­
sericordia con tu siervo", Solo la miser'icordia de Dios pueele 
remeeliar esta situaci6rn tan triste, i A h que yo pocZia haber evi­
taelo llegar a este extremo! Si hubiem sido fiel a las inspiracio­
nes divinas, podria cantar ahor'a con el intr'oito : "Dichosos son 
los que viven sin mancilla, los que andan en la ley del Senor'~, 

LA COLECTA. No hay duela que somos nosotr'os los causan­
tes de nuestro rnal, En el pecado rnismo llevamos nuestm peni­
tencia, Los ViC1'OS se arraigan mas, La debilidad se hace general, 
La mas leve tentacion nos llevara entonces al pecado, a otr'o peca­
do; pero ,hay otr'o principio ele nuestro mal, Tenemos un enemigo 
mO?·tc~l, Es el elemonio . El demonio, el arngel que pudo gozar ele 
la bienaventuranza eter'na, peco y no se arr'epintio y fue conelena­
elo al fuego eterno , El hombr'e mortal pueele ir' a ocupar esas 
sillas que el y sus companer'os en la maldael per'elieron, De ahi 
el odio que nos tiene, 

Aelemas la pr-imitiva soberbia, ellevarntar"se contm Dios con­
tinua, y con ella el oelio que tienen aDios por'que saben que El 
es el que les castiga y el que es, sera alabado eternamente por' los 
bienaventurados e.n el cielo , Por' eso el empeno que tienen en ha­
cer' caer al hombre en pecado, pr'eparar'le asechanzas par'a que 
peque, no se salve y Dios no sea glorificado, 

La oracion de la misa de hoy se dir-ige a Dios "para que apar­
te de nosotros el contagio diab6lico y ademas nos conserve pm'os 
y casto", Esta omcion no debe desaparecer de nuestms labios em 
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los momentos de la tentacion del enemigo. PO?"que Dios es po­
deroso podremos evitarla y vencerla eficazmente. 

LA EPISTOLA. San Pablo completa este cuadro senalamdo 
unas virtudes muy necesarias y que pueden servirnos para evitar 
Ia ca'ida. Estas 'virtudes son: la humildad y mansedumbre, la 
paciencia para sobrellevarse unos a otros. 

i Quien podra dudar que esa falta de humildad y mansedum­
bre, que la impaciencia sean causas de que se pi erda la cat'idad 
y la paz? POt' otra parte esa caridad y esa "nansed'umbre hacen 
mas llevaderas las tribulaciones, se mantienen en una paz inter­
no, y con esa paz se deja lleva1' el alma mp,joto pO?' las inspiraciones 
divinas y asi evita cl pecaclo y andando siempre en la ley del Se­
nor, vivid, gozosa y sin mancilla. 

DOMINGO DECIMOCTA VO DESPUES DE PENTECOSTES 
(2 de Octubre) 

EL INTROITO. Este ciclo de domingos despues de Pente­
costes es el mas lat'go de todos. Normalmente son veintitres 
domimgos y de ordinario se anaden algurtos mas. 

El Introito de la misa de hoy parece expr'esar esta tar dan­
za en llegar a la meta. El fiel anhela la paz, la paz perpetua. 
"Da la paz, dice, Senor, a los que en Ti esperan" Parece muy 
larga esta espera y, siempre luchando las fuerzas decaen. 

Pel'o la noticia de que algun dia i1'a a la cas a del Senor le 
anima. Dice el vet'siculo: "Me he regocijado al oil' 10 que se me 
ha dicho: iremos a la casa del Senor". Ent1'etanto no queda 
mas remedio que lucha,,', trabajar, pero luchando con la ayuda 
de Dios tnmbien tendremos In pnz desendn, nl menos en parte, 
ya que solo la paz del cielo, la pnz de la casa del Senor es la paz 
perpetua. 

En las palabras: "Para que tus prof etas sean hallados fie­
les, oye los ruegos de tu siervo y de tu pueblo Israel", ven al­
g'ttnOS alusion a los nuevos ministros que recibieron las ordenes 
sagradas en las pasadas temporas de septiembre. 

LA COLECTA. Es la repeticiom de una ve'rclaclmuy nece­
saria: sin Dios no poclemos hacer nacla. "Rogamoste, dice, 
Senor, que tu gracia dirija nuestros corazones; pues sin Ti no 
podemos serte gratos". Hermosa confesion que nos hara man­
tenermos en la humildacl, y nl mismo tiempo llenos de confianza 
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esperaremos el auxilio divino, si lo pedimos. Porque si pm' una­
parte sabemos y estamos seguros de ello, que Dios quiere nues­
tra salva-cion, y que esta salvacion no puede ser sino siendo 
nosotros del ag'rado de Dios, como por otra parte no poderrws 
serle gratos sin El mismo, sin su ayuda, siguese que esa ayuda 
la tendretnos, pero hay que pedirla continuamente. No olvide­
mos lo que nos dice el catecismo, que para que una oracion sea 
eficaz debe hacerse con humildad, confianza y perseverancia. 

Pedid y recibireis. Llamad y se os abrira. Esto se nos 
dice repetidamente y de diversas mane1"aS en los libros santos. 
Y esto nos indica que,puesto que Dios sabe nuestras necesidades 
antes de que nosotros se las expongamos, si se nos pide la ora­
ciorn, no es para que lo sepa Dios; es porque Dios ha dispuesto 
concedernos lo que pedimos, pero con la condicion de que se lo 
pidamos, pues en esa oracion ya hay un 1"econocimiento del po­
der, de la soberania de Dws y la confesion de nuestra nada, de 
que to do se Lo debemos a Dios, de que clependemos en to do de 
Dios. Asi ya desde ahora alabamos aDios, glorificamos aDios. 

LA EPISTOLA. Fijemonos en las ultimas palabras que 
son una confirmacion de cuarnto llevamos dicho. "De manera 
que nada os falte en ninguna gracia, esperando la manifesta­
ci6n de nuestro Senor Jesucristo, el cual tambiE~n os confirmara 
hasta el fin sin culpa para que seais irreprensibles en el dia del 
advenimiento de nuestro Senor Jesucristo". Y tam bien aque­
llas: "porque de todo estais ricos a causa de El (J esucristo) ) " . 
No importa que seamos pobres, no importa que nosotros no po­
damos nada. En J esucristo que se hizo hombre COl1W nosotros 
lo tenemos todo, somos ricos y somos hechos gratos al Padre 
celestial. Solo nos es necesario mantenernos firmemente esta­
blecidos en el testimonio de Cristo. 

El advenimiento de nuestro Senor que para los malos sera 
causa de espanto, sera para aquellos que se l11,antuvieren it're­
prensibles causa de alegria, porque sera el comienzo de una paz 
duradera perpetua y plerna en el cielo. 

P. F. 01'tega, O.P. 
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What Is Peter's Pence? 
by IGINO GIORDANI 

(CO CLUSION) 

THE ORGANIZATION OF PETER'S PENCE 

But the Jidelity of Catholics remained fim1 and, from the year 1860 
on, Peter's Pence constituted the Holy Father's chief source of rcvenue. On 
August 5, 1875, the Encyclical Saepe Venerabiles Fratres set a kind of of­
ficial seal of consecration on the "Oeuvre du denier de Saint Pierre". "This 
supreme duty of aiding the Holy Father", wrote Fr. Beringer, S. J., "was 
well understood by the faithful the world over and will thus prove to be one 
of the glories of the nineteenth century. Not only in such Catholic coun­
tries as France, Belgium, Ireland, Spain, Portugal, Austria, Italy and Poland, 
but also in nations which were predominantlyProtestant, such as England. 
the United States of America, Holland and Germany, the faithful hastened 
to send their offering to the Sovereign Pontiff from the very outset of his 
sorrowful trials". 

For the direction of the regional offices and for the administration of 
Peter's Pence, Leo XIII appointed a special official in 1878. Today, this 
administration is entrusted to the Secretariat of State, with the cooperation 
of the uncios and, in Italy, the Bishops. Besides, not a few private in­
dividuals often make offerings to which they add the expression of their 
childlike and ardent devotion to the Successor of Peter. 

REASONS FOR PETER'S PENCE 

Already in 1860, the year in which a rich amount of popular literature 
on this subject was circulating in the Catholic world with a view to stimula­
ting such offerings to the Vicar of Christ, great stress was laid on the 
multiple reasons for the existence for this custom. These reasons were 
divided into two categories: first, an analogy with the natural and the divine 
law, and secondly, considerations of natural appropriateness. 

By virtue of the natural and the divine law, the Egyptians, the Jews, 
and the pagans of various countries had always recognized their duty of 
providing support for the high priest of their Clllt, even when the form of 
worship was idola trOllS. 

In regard to natural appropriateness, the Armonia of Turin repeated the 
three motivcs already given by 1 atahs Alexander: " 1) The Church is the 
Mystical Body of which the Sovereign Pontiff is the Visible head. 0\\', 

just as the natural law obliges the individual members to provide assistance 
for the head, so also by virtuc of thc law of piety and charitYj, the churches 



- 592-

sca ttercd throughout thc world lllust collaboratc to maintain in honor and 
strength that Church which is above them all as their Head, namely, the 
Church of Rome. 2) All laws demand that sons should provide for their 
father in his needs, and that daughters do the same for their mother. 
\Vith all the more reason, then, material aid should be provided for the 
Fa ther and the spiritual Mother of all the Faithful. The Sovereign Pontiff, 
according to the definition of the IV Lateran Council, is the Father of 
a II the faithful and, according to the teaching of the Council of Trent, 
the Church of Rome is the M other and the Mistress of all other churches. 
Hcnce thc churches and the faithful of the entirc world must provide for 
the Church of Rome and the Sovereign Pontiff in thcir necds. 3) Rulers 
are entitled to taxes, both as a recognition of thcir universal dominion, 
and as compensa tion enabling them to watch ovcr and protcct their subjects 
and to administer justice. Hcnce, taxes are due to the Sovereign Pontiff, 
so that his dignity will be surrounded even with human splendor and that 
hc will be enabled to wa tch over the universal disciplinc of the more 
distant churches, defend their posi tions, vindicate their wrongs, protcct 
and reward their administrators, punish the gu ilty, and pass judgment 
as supreme arbiter on all con troversies". 

THE D EST I ATIO OF PETER'S P ENCE 

Anyone who calls to mind thc work of thc Roman Pontiffs, in the 
fields of faith and religious and social assis tance, charity learning and 
ar t, and recognizes their accomplishments in thc modern civilization which 
has arisen around the Church and through the sanction of the Church, 
understands how these ·financial contributions, springing from a dutiful 
scnsc at gratitude and justice, have been used in the past and are being 
used today. 

Even under a human aspcct, the Church is the larges t organic institu­
tion in the world . Its administration calls for vigilance in every corner 
of the globe, in all the sectors of spiritual, social, political, and cultural 
life, wherever there is a man - one redeemed by the Blood of Christ. 
T his administration also involves studies, research, and action of all kinds 
in order to spread the "Vord of Christ, to communicatc with the hierarchy 
and the faithful, to give directives, to be on hand wherever danger for faith 
or morals ariscs, to assist the poor and thc wretched, to say a word at the 
proper time, to reprimand and to punish, to promote educa tion, and to 
found pious works, monuments, and institutions. The Popc is a Father 
who wa tches over the welfare of all his ons, making each one's needs 
his own. B e receives offering from all sidcs, but he also sends offerings 
cverywhere. He gives away as much as he receives and, bcing a supreme 
mediator venerated by all, he draws from the superfluity of some to make 
up for the wants of others. 
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T hus al 0 is the Holy Sec. It receives in ordcr to gIve - to give 
to thc' poor and to assure its own administration. The complex administra-. 
tive 'organism which is the center of the Church, and among whose chief 
func tions is that of stimulating the circulation of chari ty thro ughout the 
\rorld, has for its function that men may love onc another as brothers 
and that each one may trea t his neighbor as himself. 

"VIe have only to recall the tory of the Papacy, which in great part, 
is the story of European civiliza tion, of the conquest of continents for thc 
Gospel, of the defense of the freedom of the children of G od aga inst 
th.: encroachments of political and economic tyranny and of atheism and 
<lgnosticism. 11le story of thc Papacy is the story of the defense of morality 
against corruption, of good against evil , of peace against war, of order 
against disorder. Vie recall the subl ime. all-embracing and heroic work 
ot thc Popes during the two recen t World \ Vars, when they remained 
a the only bond of union betwcen separa ted and ·crn.hed peoples, the 
only symbol of love and life amid a cosmic obsession of hate and dea th . 

In our century, tragic events have called on the charity of the H oly 
Father to contribute enonnous sums for the alleviation of misery of every 
kind, such as the ea rthquakes of Messina and Avezzano, the two \ ,yorld 
\\ 'ars with their consequent and still present tragedies of deportation and 
pcrsecution, floods, epidemics, unemployment, lack of housing, etc. vVhile 
hc vexa tions of anticlerical or atheistic governments were notably reducing 

timc from all sides there were still arising numerous and tragic pleas for 
hel p from Christians, Jews, M ohammedans, and pagans. 

A D UTY OF F ILIAL PIETY 

Steady growth in population and thc expansion of cities, on the one hand , 
and the destruction and ruin caused by the war, on the other, make it 
Impcrat ive over an ever-widening area to construct new churches and 
rcctories. The Pope intervenes wi th financial aid and fatherly encourage­
mcnt. l1le part played by the Pope, which is vast, varied, continual, and 
daily increasing, a part which rcpresents a social and religious contribution 
nade by the Pope. on a scale which has perhaps never been equalled in the 

twcnty centuries of the Church 's h i tory, can be and, logically, must be 
tlpported by the millions of his Catholic children. 

TIle Pope is " the Father and the Teacher of all Christians", as was 
rccognized by the Council of Florence. H ence, all the children of the 

hurch , all the members who receive the teachings of the Church, feel 
he need of providing him with the means needed for the exercise of his 
1ll1 imited fatherhood. "Where Peter is, there is the Church", sa id 
t. Ambrose. "The Pope and the Church are but one" , insisted St. Francis 
e Sales. He is the "Vicar of Him who praised and blessed the widow's 
iny mite" , as was stated in an appeal to the faithful of Rome in 1860. 
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While the daily service of the Pope in the troubled years through which we 
are passing is of enormous social value, no less great is the social obligation 
of Christians to privide a manifestation of human solidarity suffused with 
divine grace by assisting the Pope, and thus ,giving concrete expression to 
their membership in the Church. Everyone can do this-the rich man in 
his rich way; the poor man in his poor way. Even the widow's mite has its 
place. Added to the mites of millions of other poor people, it can evcntually 
amount to riches, the riches of piety and faith which conquer the world 
and carryon the battle against evil. Against the currcnts of egoism and illl­
morality which are fed by money, Christianity proposes this human-divine 
use of money, in which we find a human-divine concept of existence. The 
poor give in proportion to their ability, with an intelligent and inexhaustible 
generosity which the Lord blesses and re\vards. 

ever was money destined for a nobler aim than this, to be the 
material means destined to nourish the spirit. Money in the hands of 
the Vicar of Christ is like money in the hands of Christ Himself; it serves 
for the life of men, for the life of as many men as possible. It does not 
serve for the purchase of arms for war, nor of weapons for power, nor for 
the enslavement of consciences. It is used for the spread of the Gospel , for 
the administration of the Church, and for the exercise of charity. It is 
used to provide bread for the famished, a home for children, a house of 
prayer for adults, a source of help for the suffering, education for the 
ignorant. In the hands of the Vicar of Christ it becomes the means for the 
practice on a universal scale of the spiritual and the corporal works of mercy. 

THE SUBSTANCE OF THE POOR 

A person ignorant of thc nature of Peter's Pence might be somewhat 
surprised at seeing the Holy See engage in such financial activities. But hi 
surprise is shortlived when he grasps the truth that it is the money of the 
poor used for the benefit of the poor. In Ma y, 1954, the Church elevated 
to the altars a modern and even a contemporary, Pope S. Pius X. He was 
a Pope who, through the offerings of the faithful , came to the aid of count­
less persons in misery and helped to sustain truth where it was compromised. 
to defend the Church where it was threatcned. On his deathbed he could 
say of himself: " I was born poor; I have lived poor: I die poor". Such is the 
Pope. In the Vatican he may walk through loggias of Raphael and officiate 
in the basilica built by Michelangelo, in the midst of marble and splcndid 
works of art. But for himself he is poor, the servant of the servants of God, 
and his primacy is based on his greater love (Lovest thou me more than 
these?) that is to say, on a greater service of others. 

Some people have referred to the Holy See as a financial power. Such 
an observation would hardly be worthy of attention, were it not that the 
ultimate scope of such remarks is to influence public opinion to· discredit 
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and engender hostility towards the Holy See and its multiple efforts to 
alleviate misery and to spread the light of Faith throughout the world . 

The Church is still the one institution and the one idea which refuse 
to bow to the ideology of the modern world, according to which money 
is the chief interest in life. For the Church, the chief interest in life is thc 
redemption of man through the Blood of Jesus Christ. Financial means­
as well as all other means, such as the press, moving pictures, transporta­
tion, study, clothing, and everything else- are instruments used for this 
end; they are instruments and nothing more. Pius XII can repeat with 
Pope St. Gregory the Great: "W e have no riches belonging to Us, but 
to Us are entrusted the custody and the distribution of the substance of 
the poor." 

Annually, ei ther on the Feast of the Pope or on the Feast of SS . 
Peter and Paul, a special collection is taken up in the various dioceses to 
which every enlightened son of the Church is anxious to offer his contri­
bution-his mouthful of bread-for the material welfare of the Pope. For 
this end, it suffices for him to give up some amusement, a refreshment, 
a play thing, and thus manifest in a tangible manner his active member­
ship in the Church and his conscious devotion to its Head. 

To spread and intensify the collection of Peter's Pence me~IJs also 
to nourish and strengthen the life of the Church. It mea ns giving greater 
freedom to the Papacy, so that, free of all commitments towards earthly 
powers, the Holy See may depend for Its exalted min istry solely on God 
and on the people. And thus, the people of God become identified 
with the Church for the added reason that they participa te directly in Its 
human existence, in the Persoll of Him \\'ho i~ its Foundation and Supreme 
Head. 

Hence giving to the Pope is the same as giving to Christ. It is a 
continuation of the assistance which men and women showered on the 

, Di\"ine Preacher of the Gospel. 



Secci9n Informatiya 
MUNDO CATOLICO 

ROMA . EI Papa habla a los periodistas de Roma.- Con ocasion del 
decimo aniversario de la reorganizacion del sindicato de reporter os romanos, 
el Papa recibio a estos en audiencia el 3 de julio ultimo. Del discurso que 
con este motivo les dirigio mercen destacarse estas palabras : "Las I'es­
ponsabilidades del cronista son realmente gran des. POl' razon de su 
trabajo el penetra intimamente en la vida cotidiana de la sociedad; 
siempre atento a conocer todos los sucesos que de una manera 0 de otra 
interesan al publico. Nota los hechos que se producen e inform a a los 
lectores de una manera objetiva; pero no sin dejar que su pensamiento 
se transparente cuando critica estos mismos hechos, acaso en una forma 
imperceptible; pero de influencia real sobre la opinion publica; y esto un 
uia y otro a proposito de centenares de sucesos que constituyen la vida 
de la ciudad etc. Como por otra parte son muy pocos los que no leen la 
~'rensa diaria, se comprende la amplitud de la accion del peri6dista. 

Cualquier cosa que atrae la atencion del reporter 10 presenta con una ~ 

forma humoristica unas veces, con simpatia otras, advierte los dafios que 
se pueden seguir para el publico 0 sus ventajas etc. 

Por otra parte el publico 10 recibe con agrado, y cree ver en el reporter 
un amigo y con frecuencia un interprete de la opinion del mismo lector". 

Despues el Papa hace notar que esto mismo lleva consigo la necesidad 
de presentar los hechos en su justa apreciacion de los valores reales. Si 
110 se pueden suprimir los crimenes, se puede y se debe contribuir a la 
formaci on mental de los pueblos presentando los hechos, no para excitar 
la curiosidad 0 reaccionar segun la conveniencia del momento 0 del interes 
personal individual ; se debe hacer vel' a la opinion publica las raices 
profundas que condicionan el bienestar y la paz de los pueblos Muchas 
I'eces permanecen indiferentes ante las miserias verdaderas para fijarse 
pn hechos sin importancia, pero que sirven para explotar la sensibilidad del 
pueblo. Otras, adulaciones interesadas etc. son materia de publicidad. 

En fin que los periodistas, reporteros y cronistas sepan la importancia 
social de su profesion y que contribuyan no a hacer de esta sociedad un 
\lna sociedad facil y divertida, sino una sociedad en la que los verdaderos 
valores 'sean estimados como deben ser. 

La " Cana,dian Women's Press Club" ante el Papa.- .Tambien ha hablado el 
Papa a las damas de la Canadian Women's Press Club" unos dras antes. 
Arte de las artes llama el Papa a la ensefianza de la verdad, siguiendo el 
pensamiento de San Gregorio Nazianceno. La transmision de la verdad 
del bien, y de la belleza, de persona a persona POI' medio de la palabr~ 
impresa 0 de la imagen no debe ser un negocio comercial. EI periodismo 
es algo mas que una ocupacion 0 un comercio. Es un servicio indispen-
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sable que se hace a la familia, a la Iglesia y al Estado. Es un servicio 
('spiritual. 

Aplicando esta profesion a la mujer, dice el Papa, que nadie mejor 
que la mujer en el hogar, en la oficina puede apreciar que el mal y el 
rleIito pueden propagarse a toda la sociedad, desde el sillon del director, 
desde la cronica de la villa 0 ciudad, desde la pagina de la moda, desde 
el cuento p opular 0 desde los cuentos emponzonados y esto de una manel'a 
l'apida. Nadie mejor que ella puede conocer la diferencia que existe entre 
una interpretacion honesta de las informaciones y la menth'a sutilmente 
insinuada, ('ntre una imagen Pl'ovocativa y otra que edifica, entre la 
cronica serena de un hecho que agl'ada, 0 desagrada y la pura charlatanerfa. 

Las recuerda despues la mision maternal de la mujer y las exhol'ta 
a cumpIir en este orden de la publ icidad con esta misma mision . 

A la XLII Semana Social de Francia.- En este mismo orden de ideas y 
expresando parecidos sentimientos y deseos, hacemos notal' que el Papa 
pOl' medio de Monsenor DelI'Acqua escribio a la . XLII social de F rancia 
una carta cuyo tema e1'a "Las T ecnicas de la difusion en la civilizaci6n 
contemporanea". No solamente se interesa mucho en esto el Papa, sino 
que esta preocupado porIa amenaza de la personaIidad humana a causa 
de misma t ecnica. La tecnica moderna de difusion amenaza al hombre en 
su autonomia espiritual. A causa, pOl' ejemplo, de la presion de una 
informacion dirigida porIa seduccion de la imagen, porIa obsesion de la 
propaganda, la accion con jugada de la pl'ensa del cine de la r adio de la 
television, se lIega a confermar a gusto de uno la conciencia del individuo, 
s(' invade poco a poco el universo mental y se determinan unos mod os que 
parecen espontaneos. 

Es una obligacion grave del poder publico intervenir para defender 
;a informacion y librarla de injusta presiones extranas, pero sin abs01'­
bencia esta tal, la educacion publica manteniendola en un perfecto 
equilibrio entre la potencia de las tecnicas de difusion y la capacidad de 
l'eaccion personal de los ciudadanos. Los medios de difusion deben estar 
en manos de hombres conscientes de sus graves responsabiIidades, para 
que estos medios se conviertan en instrumentos de sana fonnacion de la 
personalidad del lector, del oyente y del expectador. 

CANA D A. Condenacion de tres sociedades de "Graficos" .- 1're COlll­

panias distribuidoras dQ peri6dicos y revistas 'i lustradas' han sido prohibidas 
y multadas en Canada en aplicacion del Derecho P enal. Estas son: 
A-merican N ews, Benjamin News y Montreal News dealer. La multa ha 
sida de mil dolares mas los gastos. El juez Cloutier dijo que el mal que 
hacen estas publicaciones es tan vasto que se debe tomar toda precauci6n 
para que los culpables no reincidan. De todos modos, aunque sea grande 
la multa, no sero igual al dano causado en el espiritu de miles de lectores. 
Son una verdadera prostitucion de la literatura. 



- 598-

BELGICA. EI episcopado belga y el proyecto de ley sobre ensenanza.­
"El episcopado belga ha publicado una carta colectiva a proposito del 
proyccto de ley sobr e enseiianza, ultimamente aprobado por el Estado. 
Se aproxima el momento, dicen, en que los padres habrim de elegir la 
escuela a la que confianin sus hijos. No debe hacerso esto a la ligera. 
Hacen notar que los padres, que son verdaderamente cristianos, conscien­
ies de su responsabilidad no deben dudar. Se impone el enviarlos a una 
cscuela cat6lica. La formaci on que en estas escuelas reciben, sea cientifica 
(1 tecnica es excelente y POl' 10 menos tan buena como en las escuelas de 
(·nseiianza oficial. Pero sobre todo es la educacion moral y religiosa la 
que un ida al desarrollo de las facultades intelectuales, junto con la disciplina 
y el orden contribuyen y colaboran a la formacion del caractel', a templar 
la voluntad y a forma l' la conciencia cristiana de cada uno de sus alumnos. 

P or otra part e los respol1sables de la enseiianza oficial declaran y 
repiten en todos los tonos que el Estado crea sus escuelas, para los padres 
que no quieran una educacion cristiana para sus hijos. Pensemos si no 
cs verdad que esto sucede en oh'as partes. Por de'pronto Jesucristo dijo 
que quien no estaba con El (y no esta con EI el que prescinde de EI), 
cstii. contra El. 

Ano ignaciano.-Ha comenzado el 31 de julio en todo el muooo el 
<:entenario de la muerte de San Ignacio fundador de la fnclita y tan 
·wnocida Compania de Jesus 0 de los jesuitas. Se espera que en todo el 
lI1undo donde se encuentren los jesuitas 0 amigos de los jesuitas se orga­
n izarim festejos para commemorar este centenario glorioso. El Santo 
Padre ha escrito una epistola al Rdmo. P. Preposito General que publica­
remos en numeros proximos. 

FILIPTNAS 
Consagraci6n episcopal de Mons. Espiga.- En el numero anterior dimos 

ia noticia de la eleccion del Rdmo. P. Fr. Gregorio Espiga O.R.S.A. pre­
fecto Apostolico de Palawan para Obispo y Vicario Apostolico. En este 
llumero nos es grato comunicar que la consagracion tendra jugal' en Manila 
('n la hermosa iglesia de San Sebastian el dia de la festividad de San 
Nicolas de T olentino, (10 de septiembre) Patrono de la P r ovincia de los 
P P . Recoletos. Prelado Consagrante sera Suo Excfa. Rdvma. Mons. Rufino 
J. Santos, y como obispos consagrantes seran S.EE. los Rdvmos. Sres. 
Manuel Yap, obispo de Bacolod y Peregrin de la Fuente, O.P., Prelado de 
Batanes. El sermon estara a cargo del M. Rdo. P . Manuel Carceller, 
O.R.S.A. Prior P rovincial de los P.P. Recoletos. 

Inauguraci6n del Seminario menor de Manila.- Manil a cuenta ahora 
con un nuevo seminario menor edificado junto al mayor en Guadalupe, 
Makati. EI dia 22 de agosto fiesta del Inmaculado Corazon de Maria 
iuvo lugar la bendicion y la inauguracion. 
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La Respuesta Catolica.-EI Program a dominical de la C.W.O. conocido 
como "The Catholic Answe?·". (La respuesta catolica), versara sobre una 
serie de charlas sobre los diez mandamientos que daran algunos miembros 
del Bur6 de Escritores catolicos. La D.Z.P.I. retrasmitira estas charlas­
conferencias todos los domingos de 8 :45 a 9 :00 p.m.-

Esta serie comenzo el 3 de junio con una introduccion del Profesor 
Dr. Antonio Molina, que verso sobre "Understanding the Decalogue." El 
Prof. Ariston Estrada diserto sobre el Primier Mandamiento durante los 
tres domingos siguientes. Sobre el Segundo Mandamiento hablo el Prof. 
Atty. Santiago Estrada Junior.-Los otros oradores seran : Sres. Atty. 
Antonio R. Infante, Prof. Isabel Diaz; Atty. Jose Espinosa; Rev. Fr. Hono­
no Munoz, O.P. Mns. Demetria Colayco, Prof. Waldo Perfecto, el Decano 
Sr. Ramon T . Oben y el P rof. Marcos Henas. Dada la competencia de 
(stos profesores de la Universidad de Santo Tomas no hay duda que seran 
interesantes estas explicaciones de una materia tan esencial para la vida 
cristiana. 

Conferencias.-EI 31 de julio pasado, el conocido Presidente de la Acci6n 
Catolica de Filipinas y Canciller del Colegio de San Sebastian dio una 
interesante y hermosa conferencia, una de las de la serie que la P ax 
Romana de la Universidad de Sto. Tomas presenta todos los meses, que 
vers6 sobre el tema EDUCATION FOR THE GOOD LIFE. 

Hay dos educaciones una que llama f07' a good time, y otra for a good 
life. La educacion que Filipinas ha tenido en los cincuenta anos pasados 
ha hasido una educacion for a good time. Esto 10 prueba seii.alando hechos 
y deduciendo conclusiones que nadie puede poner en duda. Para una 
educacion f07' a good life como debe ser, senala una serie de consideraciones 
y remedios. A continuacion damos un resmen de la misma que ha aparecido 
en ingles, en la lengua que la pl'onuncio el autor, en la revista "Vwrsitarian" 
de la Universidad de Sto. Tomas. 

Let us consider the educational system under which we have been 
trained in the last fifty years.· Is it an educatiion for the good life? 
Has it tau?ht us to understand our only mission in life: to know God, 
to love Him, and to serve Him? The facts are: 

First: The present system of e.ducation was established by the early 
Americans immediately after Spanish-American War of 1893. 

Second : Gov. William H. Taft, and Pres. McKinley, later, stated that 
lhe primary objective of the public school system was to prepare the Fili­
pinos for self-government. 

Thi rd : This educative proce s was naturally patterned after that of 
America. 

Fourth: The earl iest teachers were America n soldiers, and late r America n 
men and women. 
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Fifth: Vocational instruction \Va introduced In the elementary and 
secondary schools and it became a feature of the system. 

Sixth: Provi sion was mude for the teaching of academic, physical, and 
!noral subjects. 

Seventh: Th.') American teaching aid and the American ieac'-lers were 
g-radually changed. The Constitution passed in 1935 provided: " . .. All 
schools shall aim to develop moral character, personal discipl ine, CIVIC 

conscience, and vocational efficiency. . . Optional religious instruction shall 
he maintained in the public schools ... " 

Eighth: The tate University ha followed closely the organizat ion, the 
theory and the practice of American state universities. 

Ninth : Likewi. e, the tax-supported normal schools have been fash ioned 
after state teachers colleges in the United States. 

Tenth: The privat chool system ha fo llowed closely and fnithfull~' 

the curriculum and methodology of the public schools. 
Logical conclusions from these basic facts: 
First: Ther!' have a lway been morn I subjects in the cu rriculum; de\"e­

lopment of moral character is prescribed in the Constitution. Philippine 
education must have produced men and women of sterling moral rectitude. 
There can be no reason for the daily increase of crimes. 

Second: The educationa l sysiem has aimed to t rain the mas es in the 
art and the science of self-government and democracy. Yet, illiteracy 
is still to be whittled down . Roughly, 15,000,000 Filipinos consider demo­
cracy and the affairs of the government as remote as the man in the moon. 

Third: Voca tiom.'.l t ra ining and proficiency have always beep stri\"en 
for . Still graduates have nowhere to go. 

Fourth: The educationa l sy tem aim. to develop civic conscience. But. 
we are wanting in leaders and followers imbued with honesty, integrity, 
and passionate love of country. 

Fifth: Our system of education ha emphasized freedom. 'We ought 
io expect our people to know their right as well as their corresponding 
obligations. Freedom without law and order is license and license leads 
to chaos. 

Our educational system has f a iled. Why? 

First: Although moral instruction has been part and parcel of the cur­
J"iculum, the public schools of the country have never admitted religion 
as a basis of morality. 

Second: We have slavishl y adopted the tenets and practices of the 
"frontier thinkers" and "progressivists," who teach such ideas as: there 
are no absolute values, everything is relative; all truths can be discovered 
only by experiments; the children should never be frustrated; the knowledge 
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of God and His Commandments is not essential in the formation of the 
mind and charactel', etc. 

Third: We have established here a multiplici ty of undergraduate col­
leges turning out future professionals without cultural foundation. 

Fourth: Freemasons and /or Protestants, who had been in control of 
the Education Department; laws on religious and moral have been more 
"honored in the breach than in the performance." 

Fifth: The Educationa l Act of ]940 hortened the abbreviated elementary 
course. Academic-vocational high schools were set up resulting in students 
who are half-prepared for college or vocation. 

Our education for the last fifty years has been for a good time. 
An education for the good life develops harmoniously the intellectual, 

physical and spiritual faculties of man. It is an education centered on 
God. How is this educa tion possible? Under a new educational system, 

In the primary grades, the medium of instruction should be regional 
vernacular. Statistics indicate 50% of the pupils leave the school after 
foul' years. This will result to greater benefit of the masses. 

Elementary schools should concentrate on fundamental education: the 
four R's and the duties of citizenship. 

Academic high schools and the four years general college course 
f;hould stress general education, the fou l' areas of learning: Humanities 
ll1cluding philosophy; physical & natural sciences; social studies including 
theology; and mathematics. While vocational training should be geared 
t.o the needs of the community. 

There should be only one college, the College of Liberal Ar ts. After 
two years the students elect, by virtue of their performance, what specia­
lization they will undertake in the university. The University then shall 
I:ecome a collection of graduate schools of law, meaicine, pedagogy, etc. 

Here can be seen the development of a full man ready for a good life. 
He is not only a professional but a man of wisdom, faith and taste. 

-Otra conferencia interesantisima y que fue objeto de criticas ad­
versas POI' parte de la prensa de criterio generalmente no catOlico fue 
la que pronuncio el M.R. P. Antonio Pinon el 7 de agosto ultimo. Damos 
~ continuacion un resumen de la misma que nos hizo el autor. El tema era 
:WHAT IS WRONG WITH MODERNIST ART? 

One thing is modern art, and another modernis t art. Modern ar t welds 
tradition with actuality, it is the protraction of a continuous line. Modernist 
l'rt is the severance of the line; it divorces actuality from t r adition. 
i\IIodern art is a technique ; modernist art is, besides, a system, a theory, 

philosophy. 
To understand modernist art one has to look back upon its philos~phjcal 

redigree. This includes: (a) Luther, whose principle of " External Justi­
fication" in effect proclaimed the independence of Man from God, and, 
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consequently, led on to immanence and the fullest unrestrctined liberty, 
" Pecca fortiter". (b) Descartes, in whom the immanentistic trend reached 
the intellect which, by its innate ideas, is sO'lved /1'O'm dependence /raln 
O'bjective reality. Descartes, furthermore, fathered VO'luntarism, when he 
;:>.:;:serted that the essences of things depend ultimately on God's will. When 
later on, through Positivism, the idea of God was discarded, truth came 
to depend on men's will, "Truth is what each man believes". (c) Rousseau 
IJosited a more logical foundation for Luther's unrestrained liberty. Human 
nature is not incurably evil as Luther supposed, but infallibly good. How­
ever, it is a goodness of sensuality, a goodness without good works and 
without virtue, a goodness which is purely sentimental. (d) All these 
t r ends came to a climax in Kant. The immanentistic tendency which 
began when Luther stopped Divine Grace outside man's conscience is 
completed when Kant barred God from entering the mind. Henceforth, 
leason folds within itself to live its lonely life in awful solitude. No 
communication with the outside world is possible. Cartesian intellectualism 
~s crowned with the Autonomy of Pure Reason, and Rousseaunian natural 
goodness becomes the Autonomy of the Will. In the opposite direction, 
'.his theory of natural goodness led necessarily to the glorification of 
tl 'e libidO'. 

Immanentism, Anthropocentrism, Flight from reality, Subjectivism, 
Autonomy, Sensuality-these are the polluted wellsprings of modernist 
art. They ar e the hallmarks of every modernistic piece which lays C'.Iaim 
to excellence in modernism. 

Luther's immanentism centered upon the incurable evil of man. 
Modernist art seems singularly appropriate to express the ugly and dis­
torted, and singularly inadequate to express the beautiful and tender. 
Modernist a r t fails miserably to express the supernatural values. A case 
in point is the Pl'oj'~cted Basilica of Aranzazu, which was disapproved 
by the Pontifical Commission on Sacred Art. 

Modernist art prides itself on having broken free from the bonds of 
objectivity. The modernist does not take his forms from nature. He 
despises such a procedure. Instead he fabricates his own forms and 
imposes them on nature. Modernism in art carries out Kant's dictum: 
"The intellect does not derive its laws from nature but prescribes them 
to nature." 

The logical corollary of this is subjectivism, which is carried to the 
extreme of autonomy when the modernist expresses his contempt for the 
judgment of his fellowmen, present and future, when he says that he 
paints or composes mainly for his own satisfaction without worrying 
whether he is understood or not. 

The pervading atmosphere of sensuality in the literature and plastic 
arts of our day are much too evident to require comment. The excuse is: 
one must portray reality, and "Art for Art's sake." Implying, it seems, 
that reality and Art are nothing but a vast dunghill. 
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- Ya que de conferencias hablamos no dejaremos de decir dos palabras 
sobre una "lectura", primera de una serie de lecturas de ia facultad de 
Teologia del Seminario de Sto. Tomas dada POl' el Profesor de la misma 
t'acultad R. P. Jesus Diaz, O.P. profesor de Teologia Moral y Regente 
del Colegio de Medcina de la misma Universidad de Sto. Tomas. La con­
ferencia 0 lectura se tuvo el 30 de julio. Verso sobre el Codigo Moral de 
los Hospitales Catolicos. Anotamos algunos, pal'l'afos tomados de un 
resumen que nos proporciono el Seminarista de IV ano, Sr. Jesus Valera 
que versan sobre el aborto, esterilizacion uso de sed antes (parte negativa), 
y la administracion de los Sacramentos (parte positiva). 

The Church's stand against abortion is one of the "hardest point to 
understand by physicians," according to Fr. Diaz. Most of them do not 
see any sense in losing two lives when mother and foetus are in imminent 
danger of death and one of them (the mother) can be saved by sacrificing 
the other (the foetus) through abortion. But there can be no equivocation 
as far as Moral Theology is concerned .• No im)ocent life may be wilfully 
and directly taken. Of course, all lawful means must be applied to try 
to save both the mother and the foetus, but never is it permitted to kill 
one to save the other, "not even to save the whole of mankind," Fr. Diaz 
:;: tre sed with a note of finality. 

In ectopic pregnancy, although any direct attack on the life of the 
foetus is mOl'ally wrong, the affected part of an ovary or Fallopian tube 
may be r emoved even though the life of the foetus may be thus indirectly 
terminated, provided the operation cannot be postponed without notably 
increasing the danger to the mother. This is based on the assumption 
that said affected part "is in a l'eally pathological condition like a diseased 
crgan," and may therefol'e be removed for the good of the whole organism. 
The great majority of moralist, according to Fr. Diaz, are now agreed on 
this point. 

Sterilization directly intended can never be justified. But an otherwise 
llealthy ovary or testes may be excised if the operation is required to arrest 
the growth of a serious pathological condition even in other organs. 

A "ticklish problem" says Fr. Diaz is the procurement of the male 
semen for sterility tests; but masturbation and unnatural intercourse can 
never be justified as means to this end. 

The use bf sedatives to ease the severe pains of the dying is allowed, 
but doctors must never deprive, under pain of grievous sin, the dying of 
the use of their reason before they shall have settled thei r temporal, and 
sp iritual affairs. 

In the Positive Section the Code stresses the physician's duty of 
charity to his patient, especially that of procuring for the dying the benefits 
of a good death, calling a priest if the paient is a Catholic, or simply 
helping him to make an act of perfect contrition if otherwise. P re-
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supposed the gave duty of baptizing the foetus, the Code explains ho\\r 
emergency baptism is administered, when absolutely and when conditionally, 
:ntra-uterine baptism, etc .... 

Commenting on the value of the Code, Fr. Diaz observed that it is 
by no means exhaustive, it does not cover all situations; "but", he added, 
"in its fundamental principles, it is immutable, just as Natural Law, on 
which it is based, is immutable." 

-En fin otra conferencia interesante es la que dio en el mismo semina­
rio el sabio ethnologo Rev. P. Martin Gusinde, S.V.D. especialista en eL 
estudio sobre la razas de cultura primitiva: pigmos, aetas, fueguinos 
etc. con quienes ha convivido varios meses y aun arios. No son pues 
impresiones de momento 10 que nos refiri6 el P. Gusunde. Hablo sobre 
id~as religiosas y sociales de estos pueblos primitivos de uria cultura sen­
cilla. Todos son monoteistas. Tienen alto concepto de sus deberes reli­
giosos, como 10 prueban la oracion, la fe en la Divina Providencia. Son 
monogamos. Tienen una moralidad elevada. Entre ellos son casi descono­
cidos los crimenes. Estiman y guardan fielmente ciertas costumbreg; 
sociales: amistad, gratitud, hospitalidad.-Hizo notal' tambien la grande 
importancia que dan las ceremonias de la "inciacion" para celebrar el 
paso a la edad de la pubertad. Duran dos semanas con un entrenamiento 
rigido y lIeno de privaciones y deben someterse a ciertos ejercicios penosos. 
Todo ello para que conoscan el sacrificio y sufrimiento que se exije de ellos 
en la vida que entonces van a comenzar. 

INuevo Vicario Provincial de 105 PP. AgustinoS.-El :M.B.. P. Fr. Jesli 
Fernandez, O.S.A., que actualmente regentaba la parroquia de San Jose 
de Iloilo, ha sido nombrado Vicario Provincial de los P. Agustinos residentes 
en Filipinas. 

El P. J eslis es muy conocido en Iloilo, donde ha estado puede decirse· 
que desde su lIegada a Filipinas en diciembre de 1931. POl' eso los de Iloilo 
sienten su partida; pero saben que sera Stl labor muy apreciada y mas 
necesaria ahora como Superior de la Orden agustiniana en Filipinas. 

- Tambien ha sido confirmado en su cargo de Rector de la Universidad 
de San Agustin de Iloilo el M.R. P. Fr. Isaac Insunza, O.S.A. 

NECROLOGIA 
EI dia 1 de agosto entrego su alma a Dios en Manila el Rev. P. Jose Moraleda, O.F.lIf_ 

a los 83 an os de edad y 68 de vida ,·eligiosa. Era capell an de las reli giosas clarisas de Manila. 

Hoy dia 26 en que escribimos estas lineas descanso en la paz del Senor en el Hospital 
de Santo Tomas el Rev. P. Fr. Angel Fernandez. O.P. rodeado de sus hermanos de habito 
y confortado con los ultimos Sacramentos y la bendicion apostolica despues de una larga 
y penosa enfermedad. Era Director de la Asociaci6n del RosaJ'io Perpetuo y Promotor­
provincial de la Orden Tercera de Santo Domingo. Fue Capelhln de la Virgen del Rosario 
durante muchos MOS en el antiguo con vento de Santo Domingo y coadjutor en la Parroquia 
del Santissimo Rosario de la U .S.T. AI trasladarse la venerada imagen de la Naval al 
nuevo con vento de Quezon city, a lii Ie siguio el P. Angel. POl' todo esto era muy conocide> 
y su muerte ha sido muy sentida POl' todos. 

Una oracion POl' los difuntos 
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