












































































































































































































































16 BOLETIN ECLESIASTICO DE FILIPINAS

of neighbor and put it.on an equal footing with the love of God, this was"
- something new. In the mind of Jesus, my neighbor was not just my country-.
men, but anyone in need, be he kinsman or stranger, as is clear from the
parable of the Good Samaritan. This is the two-pronged fiery arrow with
which Jesus wishes to pierce the whole world and set it on fire with the"
. highest: of. all virtues, that of love. All other commandments are included
in- this twofold commandment, even the ‘“Ten Commandments’” given by’
Moses. What a great relief it was for the followers of Jesus, for it entirely
lifted from their weary shoulders the burden of hundreds of precepts and
prohibitions which had proliferated in the course of time and which no one
was able to carry. Henceforth in the community of Jesus, love alone was
to motivate all their actions.

God wishes not only to be adored and obeyed as Lord, but also .in-
tensely loved as Father and Lover of men. The prophets had gone to ex-
tremes to make this clear, even’comparing the love of God for man with
the love of husband for wife. The Good News brought by Jesus was just
that: a message of love. And since God is the Father of all men, pouring"
out daily. his love on both good and evil alike in the countless favors of
life, all men must likewise mutually love one another in sincere and cons-
tant love. Christ became Brother and Savior of all men, without any
distinction of race or color; and he sent his Spirit into the hearts of all
who received- him, whether educated or uneducated, rich or poor, young-
or old. All men are the objects of our love, for God dwells within them.
Such simplified motivation concentrates all efforts on the one goal; far-
from scattering our emergies and attention to innumerable obligations, we
are carried along with the highest motivation that is at the same time~
most simplified. Over and over again at the last supper and in the fare-
well discourses (Jn. 13-16) Jesus keeps repeating his comnmrandment of love:
If you love me, keep my commandments. This is my commandment, that

you love one another. And the Beloved Disciple writes: “If anyone says:
My love is fixed on God, yet hates his prother, he is a liar.” (1 Jn. 4:20).
As the scribe in today’s gospel exclaimed: to love in this manner surpasses
all external Temple worship. Without love, all our external actions have
no value,

All his life the Lord gave a perfect example of this twofold love. He
was always open to the Father’s will by serving his fellowmen with great -
love. Nothing in the gospels stands out more than his universal love which
reaches out to everyone regardless of his stand ‘in life. He set out to.
- accomplish the Paschal Mystery for man’s salvation, but it was out of
sheer dedication to the Father who had so ordained it. His love led him
to the heights of heroism on Golgotha, where love of God and love of man
combined in one great act of the divine holocaust. Of this the plerced
Heart of Christ stands as an everlasting symbol and witness.
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