
































































































































THE LAYMAN’S VIEW

CATHOLICISM IS RIGHT, SO WHY CHANGE IT?

By Freperick D. WILHELMSEN

Thou art Peter and upon this Rock I will build my Church, and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew, XVI, 18). These
words are the promise of Christ and the boast of the Fisherman, the faith
of Catholic Christians through the ages. The words proclaim to the eye
as do papal trumpets to the ear the astounding claim made by the Roman
Catholic Church: Only the Prince of the Apostles and his descendants,
the Popes, possess the keys to the kingdom of heaven.

The Catholic claims to infallible truth have been rejected by Pro-
testants and others as preposterous. All differences between Catholics
~ and other Christians are rooted ultimately in the response given to that
claim. Does spiritual authority reside in the person of the Roman pon-
uff or someplace else—let us say, for instance, in the Bible or in history
or in something called “Christianity”? Is the Roman Church the indis-

pensable instrument for salvation or is it not?

Until a few years ago the Church looked immense, impressive, aloof,
and often menacing to those outside her discipline. But from within the
Church itself, it seemed to many of us that she was slowly winning her
battle. Her authority, so we thought, -was advancing as the only certain
torch lighting up the darkness of a world given over to increasing doubt
about religion and marked by the materialist and totalitarian savagery
that has ravaged our century. We noted with satisfaction that the
Church was recognized as the focal point of resistance within and against
the Communist bloc of nations. We were comforted by the fact that even
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