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rite Pope Speaks, 

~he Philippines, a pr,ivileged Notion , 

The Philippines is a fortunate notion. Divine. Providence ' 
has ,granted ito spec.ial blessing. 17,000 islands, and nearly all , 
the pe6ple are Catholic! We understand, more than 80% of the 
papl,llation is Catholic in your beOuti~ul land; . " " 

When We were in the Sectetariof c>f Stote We were struck;' 
when reading a c;hapter of your history. Philip II, after whom ' 
your country is named, hod no greater purpose in sending tWo ',' 
ships and men thereto other than to bring Christianity to youi' 
peOple. It is to his credit that you hQve become ChristiclIiS.l";:1 
deed~~here might have been other worldly' motives likelarid2: ' 
conquests, colonization and the acquisition of wealth; but tt,ese ' 

' (In!aHsecondary; Certainly, the prime purpose was to bring the 
CothoU~ Faith to you. And it is wonderful that after a few yea~{; 
with ,practically no opposition, your forefathers become Christiar,ls. ', ,' 
~n, 'o printing press was set up, and schools were establish~1' 

" · "r · . ". -...... . 
, ' lOt. all the lands surrOunding you-the islands cif the ' im'~. ~ 

'mense 'Pacific - Indonesia, Austrqlia, Chino, Japan and other" 
countries on the big continent of Asia, yours is the only Catholic 
c9untry! This is a phenomenon ... in~,a miracle! 

. . Years ago, you become indepen9'ent: And the growth of the 
Churctl there is stupendoUs; .lt is ~though the Catholic Faith is 
in 'its second spring. You now hoVe' 7 universities, as good as any 

I 
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in Europe and America. The biggest, of course, is the old Santo 
Tomas, one of the biggest in the world and with the greatest num­
ber of students. You have also many schools. It is gratifying 
to know that you have presently some 4,000 seminarians. 

One wonders about the intention of Divine Providence re­
garding your singular position. Surely, it is to irradiate the Faith 
to the surrounding lands. Hence, this is the vital, the decisive 
hour. You must not be content with the ordinary, routinary work 
of administration and pastoral core. You should exert greater 
efforts and make sacrifices before it is too late. Let not Marxism 
or any doctrine other than that of the Church toke hold of the 
peOple, especially of the youth. Many years from now, the people 
will be glad and will bless you for what you have done. Then 
they will say, "We have the Faith, thanks to what they have done 
in the 1960's." But this work requires great virtues, enthusiasm 
and vigour. You must be men of prayer and initiative. 

Do not be discouraged by the thought that you could not 
see the fruits of your own sacrifices. After all, we read in the 
Gospel that one plants and another reaps. Be undaunted to do 
what is good although, perhaps, no immediate visible result may 
come aut of it. In God's good time it will bear fruit. 

Will you be disheartened by the enormity of the problems 
ond the work to be done and the difficulties to be encountered? 
When We were sent to Milan, and sow what was to be done and 
the thousand other problems, We felt very small and weak. - Milan 
is the biggest archdiocese in the world and, although it is chris­
tian and good, it has many temptations, many problems, many 
needs to be met. Conscious of Our smallness, We got down to 
work. Now, We are given a work even more difficult to do. We 
must not give in to discouragement; instead, with God's help We 
must try to undertake the work. 

Lastly, keep trust, therefore, in the Divine Providence. "Ore­
\ mus pro invicem." We are content with the admirable work you 
. have accomplished, and as a token of Our appreciation, We em­
brace His Eminence, Your Cardinal, and impart to you all, both 
present and absent, to the civil authorities and to your people Our 
Apostolic Blessing. 

PAULUS VI 
E:x:cerptJs of an address to 

the Philippine B,ishops. Oct. 9, 1963 



ROMAN CURIA 

SACRA CONGREGATIOCO'NSISTORIALIS 

DECRETUM 

Circa praescripia caDD. 534 §1 et 1532 §1, D. 2 C.I.C. 

Cum rationes ad rerum decursum et mercaturam pertinentes 
perpetuo progrederentur, Apostolica Sedes haud semel ad earn 
necessitatem adducta est, ut decretis novis de praescriptis cann. 
534 et 1532 uteretur. 

Sacra Congregatio Consistorialis, igitur, huius aetatis adi­
unctis consulens, ad eum finem ut iudicium par et idem adhi­
beatur, de mandato Ssmi Domini Nostri Pauli, Divina Provi-

• dentia Pp. VI, praesenti novo Decreto has normas edicit: 
1. Ut triginta milia libellarumseu francorum, de quibus in 

memoratis cann. 534 et 1532, habeantur tamquam 66.000 dena­
riorum helveticorum (vulgo Francs, Franchi). 

2. Ut mille libellae, seu franci, habeantur ac si de tricesima 
partesummae 66.000, id est duobus milibus et ducentis (2.200) 
denariis helveticis, agatur. 

3. Ut his normis universi, quorum intersit, bonorum eccle­
siasticorum administratores teneantur. 

4. Conferentiae Episcopales pretium definient in sua qua­
que Natione congruens cum helveticorum denariorum summis, 
quas supra statuimus, deque re Apostolicam Sedem certiorem 
faciant. 

Quibuslibet abrogatis superioribus praescriptis. 
Datum Romae, ex Aedibus Sacrae Congregationis Consis"'­

torialis, die 13 Iulii 1963. 

L. t S. 
CAROLUS Card. CONF ALONIERI,· a Sec?'etis 

Franciscus Carpino, Adsessor 



686 " . 

,itt 

SACRA PAENITENTIARIA APOSTOLICA 
(Sectio de Indulgentiis) 

INDULGENTIAE APOSTOLICAE ' . 

Quas Summus Pontifex Paulus Pp. VI~, in Audientia infrascripto 
Cardinali Paenitentiario Maiori die 27 lunii impertita, benlgne 
eoneessit christifidelibus, qui aliquod pietatis vel religionis ob­
ieetum, a Se vel a saeerdote potestatem habente benedietum, poe­
sident ac peculiaribus imperatis conditionibus satisfecerint. 

IN D U L GE N T I A E 

1. Quisquis saltern inhebdomada recitare consueverit coro;. 
nam Dominicam, vel aliquam ex. coronis Beatae Mariae Virginis, 
vel rosarium aut saltem eius tertiaIll partem, vel offium parvum 
eiusdem Beatae Mariae Virginis,vel 'saltem vesperas aut noctur-:­
num cum laudibus officii defunctorum, vel psalmos paeniten­
tiales aut graduales, vel consueverit saltern ' semel in hebdomada 
aliquod opus ex illis peragere ' quae sub appellatione "Operum 
misericordiae" agnoscuntur, V.g. pauperesiuvare, infirmos visi':' 
tare, rudes catechizare, pro vivis et defunctis exorareetc., vel 
Missae '. interesse, servatis , conditionibus confessionis sacramen,. 
talis, "Sanctae Communionis etalicuius orationis ad mentem 
Summi Pontificis. lucrabitur Indulgentiil/in plenGiriam diebus 
Nativitatis Domini, Epiphaniae, Resurrectionis, Ascensionis, 
Pentecostes, Ssmae. , Trinitatis" Corporis " Domini eiusdemque 
Sacrmi Cordis, lesu Christi Regis, Purificationis, Annuntiatio­
riis,Assumptionis, N ativitatis, lmmaculati Cordis, in festis 
B.M.V. Reg-inae et a Rosario, Nativitatis S. loannis Baptistae, 
utriusque festi S. loseph Sponsi Deiparae Virginis (19 Martii 
et.l MaiD. SS. Anostolormll Petri et Pauli, 'Andreae, lacobi, 
loannis, Thomae, Philippi et Iacobi, Bartl,olomaei. Matthaei, 
Simonis .et Iudae, Matthiae atque Omnium Sanctorum. 
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Si quis vero ad sacramentalem confessionem ac'sanctam 
Communionem minime accesserit, torde tamen contritus ad n1en­
tern Summi' Pontific is aJiquantisper precatus fuerit, singulis 
diebus ,supra recensitis partmlem' septem annorum "lucrabitur 
hu//tdgentiam.' ,;\ 

lnsuper quisquis aliquod ex praedictis' pietatis vel caritatis 
operibus expleverit, quoties jd peregerit, partialem trium annQ­
rum Indulgentiam adipiscetur. 

2, Sacerdotes, qui nulJo legithno impedimento detenti quo­
tidie S. Missae ,sacrificium celebrare consueverint, Indulgentmm 
plenariam festis supra memoratis consequentur. additis sacra­
mentali confessione et oratjone ad mentem Summi Pontificis. 

Quoties vero ipsi Sacrum litaverint, partialem quinque arlmo-' 
rum Indulgentiam acquirent. 

3. Qui recitationi divini officii ten~tur, obligationi huic 
obteroperans, plenariam Indulgentiam iisdem recensitis festis 
lucrabitur, servatis pariter conditionibus confessionis sacramen­
talis, Sacrae Communionis et orationis ad mentem Summi Pon­
tificis. 
, ' Qui vero hoc peregerit, saltern corde contrito, 'PfJ!rtialem 

quinque annorum Indulgentiam singulis vicibus adipiscetur. 

4. Quisquis cum primo diluculo, tum' meridiana tempore, 
tum sub vesperam, vel cum primum postea potuerit, orationem 
vulgo Angelus Domimi, tempore autem paschali Regina caeli. 
aut, has preces ignorans, quinquies Ave Maria recitaverit; item­
que sub primam noctis horam psalmum De profundis vel, si eum 
nesciat, Pater noster cum Ave Maria et Requiem recitaverit, 
partial em quingentorum dierum lndulgentiam consequetur. 

5. Eamdem lndulgentiam acquiret qui quavis feria sexta 
de Passione et ,Morte D.N. lesu Christi aliquantulum pie cogi­
taverit, terque Orationem Dominicam et Salutationem Angelicam 
devote recitaverit. 

6. Qui suam conscientiam excusserit et peccata sua sincere 
detestatus fuerit cum proposito se emendandi, devoteque recita­
verit semel Pater noster, Ave Maria et Gloria Pabri in mem~ 
riam Quinque Vulnerum D.N. lesu Christi, trecentorum dierurn 
Indulgentiam lucrabitur. 

7. Quisquis pro agonizantibus oraverit, pro iis Pater rwster 
cum Ave Maria saltern semel recitando, partialem centum die­
rum InduZgentiam adipiscetur. 
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8. Qui demum, in mortis articulo constitutus, an imam suam 
devote Deo commendaverit et, rite confessus ac sacra Synaxi 
refectus vel saltern contritus, Ssmum Iesu Nomen ore, si potue­
rit, sin minus corde, devote invocaverit et mortem de manu Do­
mini, tamquam peccati stipendium, patienter suaceperit, ple!na­
·riam Indulgentiam consequetur. 

MONITA 

1. Res aptae ad recipiendam benedictionein pro Indulgen­
tiis Apostolicis luerandis sunt tantummodo coronae, rosaria, 
cruces, crucifixi, parvae statuM religiosae, sacra numismata, 
dummodo non sint ex stanno, pI umbo. vitro conflato ac vacuo 
aliave simili materia, quae facile confringi vel consumipossit. 

2. Imagines Sanctorum alios ne repraesentent quam rite 
canonizatos vel in probatis martyrologiis relatos. 

3. Ut quis valeat Indulgentias Apostolicas lucrari, necesse 
~ est ut aliquam ex rebus benedictis ab Ipso Summo Pontificevel 

a sacerdote facultate praedito,super se deferat aut in domo sua 
. decenter retineat. 

4. Ex expressa Ssmi Domini N ostri declaratione, per Apos­
tolicarum Indulgentiarum concessionem nullatenus derogatur 
Indulgentiis a Summis Pontificibus iam alias forte concessis pro 
precibus, piis exercitiis vel operibus recensitis. 

Datum Romae, ex aedibus S. Paenitentiariae Apost., die 27 
Iunii 1963. . 

F. Card. CENTO, Paenitentiariu8 Maior 

L. + S. I. SESSOLO, Regens 



EDICTO 

CAUSA DE BEATIFICACION Y CANONIZACloN 0 DEcLARACION DE MARTIRIO Df ios 
SIERVOS DE DIOS PADRES RORENTINO _MANOU DE RJENTES. JOSE GARCIA DIAl, 
CANDIDO FERNANDEZ GARCiA Y HERMANO MANUEL ESCABIAS GARCIA. DE LA 
ORDEN DE PREDICADORES. 

Nos DR. D. GREGORIO MODREGO CASAUS, por la gracia de Dios y de 
la Santa Sede Apostolica Arzobispo-Obispo de Barcelona, con f.t8C) 

de Saarado PaZio. 

HACEMOS SABER: 

I. Que, a instancias del Vicepostulador de la Causa, M.R.P. Dr. 
Evergisto Bazaco Sanchez, O.P., y en nombre y p~r mandato del 
Postulador General de la Orden de Predicadores, M.R.P. TarsiCio 
Ma. Piccari, O.P., se va a iniciar en esta Curia Eclesiastica la Causa 
de Beatificacion y Canonizacion 0 Declaracion de MaTtirio de los Sier­
vos de Dios M.R.P. FLORENTINO FERNANDEZ DE FUENTES, M.R.P. JosE 
GARCiA DiAz, M.R.P. CANDIDO FERNANDEZ GARCiA y el Rno. R. FR. 
MANUEL ESCABIAS GARCiA, los cuatro de la Orden de Predicadores. 

Y para ella hemos nombrado un Tribunal Delegado que queda 
constituido por el Excmo. y Rvdmo. P. Juan Bautista Velasco, Obispo 
de Amoy. como Juez Delegado; el M.I. Dr. Juan Boada Camps, como 
Promotor de la Fe; el M.1. Dr. D. Juan Giralt Tuixans, como Nota­
rio Actuario; el Rdo. D. Manuel Vifials Borras, como Notario Adjunto 
y Sustituto, y el R. P. Delfin Castanon, O.P~, como Cursor. 

II. Que, preceptuando los Sagrados Canones, de que, una vez 
abierto el Proceso Diocesano de Beatificacion, se proceda a la bfulque­
da y recogida de cuantos escritos sean 0 se atribuyan a los Siervos de 
Dios que se pretende beatificar, con el fin de que, reunidos, se en­
vien a la Santa Sede, 

DISPONEMOS: 
1.. Que todos cuantos retengan escritos de dichos Siervos de Dios; 

impresos 0 ineditos, v. gr., cartas particulares, tarjetas manuscritas, 
sermones, diarios, autobiografias y cualesquiera otros escritos redac.., 
tados de su propia mana 0 mandados redactar a otros, por si mismo, los 
entreguen cuanto antes al Tribunal nombrado, 0 al Promotor de la 
Fe, 0, por 10 menos, los exhiban ante los mismos miembros del TrJ­
bunal para sacar copia autentica de todos ellos. 

2.· Que los qu~ tengan noticia de algUn escrito de los Siervos de 
Dios no entregado 0 exbibido al Tribunal de referencia, bien se hall~ 
en poder de personas particulares, 0 bien en bibliotecas 0 archiv~s 
publicos, den pronta cuenta de palabra 0 por carta al Tribunal inspec­
tor, indicando las circunstancias., para poder rec1amarlo en la debida 
forma. 

3.· Que se requiera a todos Superiores de la Orden de Prediea­
dores que remitan todos los escritos que posean de los referidos Siervos 
de Dios al Tribunal instructor iie la Causa. 



III. Que imponiendo el canon 2.023 "del vigente Codigo de Dere­
cho Canonico la obligacion sagrada. de poner en conocimiento de la 
Iglesia, exce~i'6n hecha de 10 conocido en confesi6n sacramental, 
,~~, ~sepa , en contra de ~ ,.antiru¥lo martirio de los Siervos de 
::p~s', cuya beatificaci6n se I?retende, ' ., . "; 

DISPONEMOS: 

'.. l;l'l .cuantos fieles tuviel'an en vida de 'loS Siervos de Dios amistad 
'-O".trato con eUos, 10 manifiesten ,a :Nos"n.al.'Promotor de la Fe, por 
carta 0 de palabra, para. que puedan ser citados como testigos de 
informaci6n, si el Tribunal 10 estimare conveniente. 

2 .9 Los que conozcan algfut hecho particular, adverso (, favorable, 
a dicha santidarl 0 J,llartidQ, a no sel' que hayan declarado ya ante el 
l'rib;unal instructor (0 hayan de declarar), remitan a este un relato 
)?t;eve del hecho, firmado por el.remitente y con las senas de su direc-
,ci6ft 0 domicilio. _ , ', . ' . 

3Q ' Los religiosos y religiosas que ' seencuentren en las circuns­
tanCia's anteriores (y' no puedan facilmente presentarse a declarar), se 
diiijan, por carta sellada y ,cerrada, directamente al Tribunal instruc­
tOl',O -ya por medio de su eonfesor, dando cuenta de 10 anteriormente 
fn,dicado. , 
,. , ' ·4" Aquellos que no sepan escribir'-y se hallen comprendidos en los 

'apartados arriba notados, avisarlln por conducto de sus parrocos 0 coo­
feSores, los cuales han de dar cuenta, sin dilaci6n, a Nos a al Promotor 
de' la Fe: ' 

IV. Mandamos, ' finalmente, que este EDICTO se .publique en el 
Bo1etin Eclesilistico de Nuestro Obispado; que sea lefdo al Ofertorio de 
la ' MisaMayol' de un domingo 0 dia de 'precepto eelesiastico en las 

'patroquias de nuestradi:6cesis y que se fije un ejemplar del mismo en 
. " loB 11lgares acostumbrados; advirtiendo a los fieles que, aun cuando 

no ha.ya plazo perentorio, la Iglesia quiere que las disposiciones aqui 
enumeradas sean cumplidas en el plazo mas breve, no excediendo, a 

" ser posible, de dos meses, a eontar desde la fecha de su publicaci6n, a 
.fin' de"no ·demorar el resultado de la Causa . 
. " ., . Rogamos que se de a conocer el contenido de este EDICTO en la 
Archidiocesis de Oviedo ' y en las Was Filipinas . 

• :~ ., < - • •• , • • 

, ,v, · Exhortamos a todos que eleven . sus plegarias al Senor, para 
que se 'cumpla su Santa Vob,mta.d en este asunto de tanta importancia 
y trascendencia para mayor gloria ,y exaltacion ,de nuestra Santa Ma­
~e}~ Iglesia. 

~ . ; ;i "tDado en Barcelona, a 13 de septiembre de 1963 . 
• ; .- • • 1 !' 

.> i. ;-,. 

.:~- ! .. 

; - . ' I " 

t GREGORIO, ARZoBISPO-OBISPO DE BARCELONA 
Por man~ato de Su Excia. Rvma, 
DR. ALlc.JmRo PECH, Arcedianoj 

Cancillel'~Sec:r:etado, 
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EDUCACION SOCIAL Y CIVICA -EN UNA 
SOCIEDAD DE'MASAS' 

691 

GARTA DEL CARDEN"AL SECRETARIO DE ESTADO, EN 
~OMBRE DEL PAPA, A LA XXII SEMANA SOCIAL DE 

ESPANA, HABIDA EN OVIEDO 

EXCELENTISIMO y reverendisimo senor: 

Las Semanas Sociales en Espana, fieles a sus principios de 
encaminar la atenci6n de los cat6licos, especialmente de las cla­
ses intelectuales, hacia puntos determinados de la cuesti6n So­
cial, proporciomindoles elementos necesarios para formarse un 
recto juicio sobre los mas importantes problemas de la realidad 
h~st6rica, han elegido este afio, como tema de trabaj 0 para su 
XX,II, reuni6n, que se tendra en Oviedo, el de la Educaci6n So­
cial y Civica en UIiasociedad de l1lasas. 

EI prestigio adquirido en las Semanas precedentes y la lista 
~ egregios participantes en la actual hacen presagiar escogidos 
frntos. 

Al poner vuestra excelencia elprograma de los actos a cele;­
bl"ar en manos del Santo Padre, ha pedido al Vicario de Cristo 
que hiciera llegar a todos los semanistas su palabra de aliento 
y bendici6n. Tal esel venera do encargo que me apresuro a cum~ 
plir gustosamente, expresendo para los trabajos de estos dias 
los mas cordiales votos de Su Santidad. 

IMPORTANCIA DEL TEMA ELEGIDO PARA LA SEMANA: 

EI tema de la presente Semana asume una importancia ca­
pital en este tiempo en que se asiste a una continua disoluci6n 
de las estructuras tradicionales familiares, regionales, profesio-
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nales, y a la difusion cada dia mas vasta del fenomeno llamado 
"sociedad de masas", en todos los campos de la convivencia hu­
mana, tanto en 10 politico y profesional como en 10 recreativo 
y cultural. Con todo, este proceso esta causado y va acompanado, 
en gran parte, por Qn poderoso desarrollo economico-social que 
en sf es bueno y necesario, pero que contiene germenes de grave 
peligro para el perfeccionamiento normal de la persona humana, 
en el caso en que esta no este asistida de una adecuada educa­
cion social y civica. La vigilancia habra de ser mayor al tra- · 
tarse de una nacion, como Espana, rica de esplendidas tradi­
ciones, de valores espirituales, morales y religiosos en constante 
florecimiento. 

Ante todo hay que darse cuenta de la situacion en que se 
encuentra una sociedad en pleno desarrollo y transformacion es­
tructural, a fin de que los metodos educativos, ademas de estar 
siempre inspirados en los mas altos ideales contenidos en la ley 
natural y en las ensenanzas de la Iglesia, consigan adaptarse a 
las condiciones concretas de la comunidad que debe ser defen­
dida, ayudada y elevada. 

CARACTERISTICAS Y RIESGOS DE UNA SOCIEDAD 
DE MASAS 

Las caracteristicas de la sociedad de masas estan determi­
nadas por la falta de aquellos organos naturales de convivencia, 
en los cuales el hombre quedaba integrado espontaneamente y . 
sobre los que el obraba libremente en conformidad con los obje­
tivos de la comunidad. 

Mientras la familia y las comunidades locales y regionales 
constituian el ambiente natural del individuo en el cual pres­
taba su trabajo y del que se sentia parte integrante, el pro­
blema de individuo y sociedad, esto es, del perfeccionamiento per­
sonal en armonia con el serv.icio · del bien comun, era relativa­
mente facilde resolver. La industrializacion de un pais rompe 
o hace peligrar estos ligamenes naturales y organicos. El iIfdi­
viduo que abandona su comunidad familiar y local en busca de 

. un mayor bienestar material recibe, sin duda, en cambio, bienes 
y comodidades en abundancia, pero se encuentra humanamente 
s610 y desarraigado, socialmente abandonado, y espiritualmente 
empobrecido, y despersonalizado. 

Por una parte se siente independiente y libre de escoger el 
tipo de vida, de trabajo, los companeros y asociaciones politicas 
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que mejor Ie van; mas, por eso mismo. esta cada vez menos dis­
puesto a aceptar cualquier orden, ya sea humano, ya sea divino. 
Piensa el ser el criterio y la medida de todas sus actividades, 
de todas sus libres decisiones. y, por esta rawn, se pone en 
peligro de abandonar tambien las costumbres tradicionales y el 
patrimonio mas precioso que posee: la piedad hacia Dios y la 
fe cristiana. 

Por otra parte, se encuentra de frente a impedimentos mu-' 
cho mas fuertes e insuperables: se convierte en objeto de mul­
tiples intereses economicos y se ve a veces frustrado en sus dere­
chos mas legitimos. En tal estado de animo puede nacer el 
espiritude reivindicacion y de rebeldia: en el choque con barre­
ras economicas y sociales insuperable, el individuo siente la ten­
tacion de rechazar violentamente todo orden constituido mien­
tras aspira a una sociedad nueva pero irreal y utopica. 

Otra caracteristica de la sociedad de masas, particular­
mente cuando se encuentra en fase de fuerte desarrollo, esta 
constituida por el hecho de que el bien comun no raras veces 
viene identificado con los intereses privados de aquellos que con­
siguen eficazmente hacer fructificar los bienes que poseen: la 
propiedad asume entonces el caracter de poder en el campo eco­
nomico, social y politico. A este propOsito, ya Pio XI en la 
"Quadragesimo Anno", y Juan XXIII en la "Mater et Magistra", 
observaban que "a la libertad de mercado ha sucedido la prepo­
tencia economica, al deseo de lucha ha seguido la desenfrenada 
ambicitOn de predominio. Toda la economia se ha hecho terri­
blemente dura, inexorable, cruel, determinando la servidumbre 
de los poderes publicos a los intereses de grupo y desembocando 
en el imperialismo internacional del dinero" (Encicl. ''Mater et 
Magistra") 

CAMINO A SEGUIR PARA SORTEAR AQUELLOS RIESGOS 

La salvacion de la sociedad de masas puede encontrarse. 
solamente, en la restauracion del orden natural y divino de la 
convivencia humana, en la que el sujeto, el fundamento y el fin 
es la persona creada a imagen de Dios e incorporada a Cristo. 
Pero '''los seres humanos, siendo personas, son sociales por natu­
raleza. Han nacido, por 10 tanto, para convivir y obrar los unos 
en bien de los otros. Esto pide que laconvivencia humana sea 
ordenada, y, por 10 tanto, que los mutuos derechos y deberes, 
sean reconoeidos y actuados. Pero pide, asimismo, que cada uno 



Ileve, _ g~J1erQfjlamente, ; su aportaci6n a la creaci6n , de ambient~s 
humanol:! · . ~nque los ,derechos y' los deberes estenapoyados 'en 
contenidos cada vez mas ricos" (Enciclicll ' "Pacem in Terris"). 

, ~atl:\. '11~v~r "a ~pmplimi~mt~ esta ardua empresa, (} .~ '1a que 
depenaeel desarrollo humano y organico de 1a sociedad y la 
paz en 'todos' losniveles' de 'convivEmcia, es indispensableun,a 
educaci6n social y civica, con conciencia de responsabilidad, Y 
que sea capaZ' de hacer ' que se" penetren del sentido social Jas 
distintascategorias de edad, profesi6n y condici6n soCial de 1a 
comunidad: nacional. 

SENTIDO SOCIALY CARIDAD CRISTIANA 

Este sentido social no es solamente un conocimiento ' cienti­
fico de las situaciones y de los problemas que afectan a la ~ocie­
dad, sino que supone un comportamiento humano, el cual re­
quiere la entrega total del hombre. La vida ~ristiana misma 
s~ria incompleta sin su direcci6n social, que , es la respuesta ade· 
cmida del hombre al amor divino, revelado en el Verbo Encar­
riado. "En esto" proclama ,el ap6stol Juan, hemos conocido la 
caridad de Dios, en que EI ha puesto su vida por nosotros y en 
que nosotros debemos poner la vida por nuestros hermanos. 
Quien tenga bienes de este mundo y yea a su herniano sufrir 
necesidad y cierre sus entrafias, ~ c6mo habitara en el iacari­
fuW de Dios?" (I Jo. 3, 16-17). 

Esta caridad fraterna, que mueve a dar la vidapor los 
propios hennanos, debe ser el motivo y el alma de todagenero­
sidad y sacrificio y debe vencer el egoismo, disponiendo a vivir 
en la comunidad humana al servicio de los demas.Deeste modo, 
el sentido social natural, que de suyo es ya conforme a la natu­
raleza social del hombre, recibe su perfeccionamiento y corona 
en· la caridad cristiana, en la completa y verdadera concepCi6n 
crfstiaria de la vida. 

'". ' , 

SENTIR VIVO INTERES POR LA SITUACION DE LOS 
OTROS. ' , 

Manifestaci6n concreta d,el sentido social cristiano es, ante 
t~o, eI s~ntir un vivo interes por los demas, por la situad6n 
c(>n~r~ta ,en que viven los , hennanos,: las disensiones y las ten­
s~<?:t:Ies, producidas en.Ia vida cotidiana de las comunidades hu­
m~nas, no pueden oejar a nadie indiferente, sino que deben lle-

'-, \0 ," ... . - \,-. , • . '. " 



gar a ser problemas personales de cadll' uno. Este espiI'itu de 
solidru:idad conduce. a los cristianos' .espontanea:rnente aJ- ''<!eseo 
de "participar activam~nte, comoes: su deber, en la:vidapu~l'i~a; 
y contribuir a la realizacion del bien comun de la familia -y de . ., ,. . "', " '..' ,. , .... , ~"-

la"propia comunidad politica, y de tratar, en consecuencla, a 1~ 
luz de 1a fe y conli! fuerzadel amor, de que las institnciones 
con fina:Iidad' economica, social, cultural y polltica,sean tales 
que no creen obstaculos, sino' que mas 'bien faciliten y hagan 
menos arduo a las personas su perfeccionamiento,:tanto en el 
orden. natural como en el sobrenatural" (Encicl. '''Pacem in 
Terris".); ,- "', 

LA EDUCACION CRISTIANA DEBE JNCLUIRLA EDUCA~ 
CION SOCIAL. 

.\ . 
Por una parte, pues, la educacioIi delsentido •. social·aebe 

formar parte de una educacion cristiana int~gral, -esio -es, f,al 
que se extienda a toda la serie de deberes, y, que tienda~'a':q,ue.Em 
lo~fieles nazca y se vigorice la conciencia de su obligaci!,>nde 
ejercitar cristianamente incluso las actividades de contenido eco:' 
nomico y social" (cfr. Mater et Magistra"). Por otra parte, que­
dara mermada la educacion del sentido social y clvico, si seila 
separa del concepto de la vida cristiana, de la cual aquella re­
cibe sus motivos mas eficaces y su dimension plenamente hu· 
mana, a consecuencia de la vocacion de la persona a la vida sobre­
natural, en el presente orden de la salvacion. Exaininando . las 
cosas superficialmente, dice Su Santidad Pablo VI (Discurso 30 
de junio de 1963), el hombre actual podria parecer cada vez ma~ 
ajeno a todo 10 que se refiere al orden religioso y espiritual •.. 
Sin embargo, facilmente se pueden escuchar las voces profundas 
de esta mundo moderno, trabajado tambien el por el Espiritu 
Santo y por la gracia". 

CUALIDADES DE LA EDUCACION SOCIAL CRISTIANA. 
f .~ -: • 

-.., -' 

, La educacion social, ademas, debe tender'a Jo 'coiIcretO'. EI 
deber- de los cristianos en elcampo social es 'Ell de'ilraducir eli 
terminos concretos, en la realidad, ladoetrina social irradiada 
por el magisterio de la Iglesia. Estosignifica que es indispeil~ 
sarrIe;. por patte de los competentes· en losdiversos sectores de las 
actividades econ6micas y sociales;' utlaseria: aplicacion al estudi6 
y a"la busqueda'delas vias de ·cooperacion que~ a la luz de la 
doctrina social de la Iglesia, eliminan los abusos favorecidospor 
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los otros sistemas carentes de inspiraci6n cristiana, y de crear 
las nuevas estructuras aptas, en las condiciones nuevas, para sa­
tisfacer el respeto de los derechos de la persona humana. 

Pero, como ya se hizo notar en la enciclica "Mater et Magis­
tra", la educaci6n, para actuar cristianamente, incluse en el 
campo econ6mico y social, dificilmente es buena y eficaz si los 
sujetos mismos no toman parte activa en este educarse a si mis­
mos, y si la educaci6n no se desarrolla tambien a traves de la 
acci6n. La buena educacionconsiste, pues, en preparar, ya desde 
la edad juvenil yen cualquier g€mero de profesiones, para la par­
ticipacion activa en la vida social. Careceria de su mas solido 

. fundamento la educacion social, y quedaria en gran parte inefi­
caz, si no se desarrollara en los individuos ei sentido de la mor­
tificacion y de la penitencia que asegura el dominio del espiritu 
sobre la carne, como compensacion al concepto y a la tend en cia 
hedonistica que hoy prevalece aqui y alli y que no deja lugar 
al sacrificio de los propios intereses y apaga to do sentido social. 
Esto puede desarrollarse solamente donde encuentra terreno pre­
parado por la sobrieaaa de costumbres, por la honestidad en las 
relaciones humanas y por el respeto hacia las leyes de Dios. 

La educacion social es empresa de todos aquellos que en la 
sociedad contribuyen en algun modo a la obra sublime de formar 
los hombres y debe actuarse en todos los niveles de edad, condi­
cion y sexo, porque es parte integrante de la vida cristiana. Por 
eso, los primeros elementos de esta educacion deben propor­
cionarse en la familia, fundamento indispensable de toda forma­
cion, incluso en el campo de la orientacion social y de las vir­
tures civicas. 

CAMPOS Y METODOS ESPECIALES PARA LA EDUCACION 
SOCIAL. 

En el ambito familiar interesa, ante todo, el ejemplo y el 
espiritu de sacrificio por parte de los padres, su honestidady 
su generosidad hacia los demas; asimismo, y de acuerdo con el 
principio de la participacion activa en la convivencia humana 
habra que interesar prudentemente a los jovenes, por las condi~ 
ciones de vida de sus projimos, aun de las personas que perte­
necen a otras categorias sociales, a fin de que, insensiblemente, 
vayan surgiendo en ellos el respeto y la natural benevolencia 
hacia los otros. 
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En la escuela se completara la educacion familiar segun las 
exigencias mas vastas de la civilizacion a que la familia, por S1 
sola, no puede satisfacer. A media que los jovenes vayan avan­
zando en edad, habra que introducirlos, progresivamente, en el 
conocimiento de la realidad social y de los principios de la doc­
trina social cristiana. De modo particular, el joven siente los pro­
blemas sociales en la adolescencia, enJa cual "entra en el mundo". 
En este periodo, bajo la impresion de descubrir la realidad social 
y a impulsos de ideales generosos, nacen vocaciones autenticas al 
apostolado social, que son decisivas para toda la vida. Por eso 
la enciclica "Mater et IMagistra" insiste en la necesidad de exten­
der la ensefianza de la doctrina social de la Iglesia a todas las 
escuelas catolicas, de cualquier grado, y de hacerla entrar en 
los programas de instruccion religiosa de las parroquias y de las 
asociaciones catolicas. 

Hay que Hamar la atencion de los catolicos acerca del hecho 
que "en la educacion social pertenece una parte importante a las 
asociaciones y a las organizaciones de apostolado de los seglares, 
especialmente aquellas que se proponen como objetivo especifico 
la vivifacion cristiana de uno u otro sector del orden temporal" 
(Encicl. "Mater et Magistra"). 

Para la difusi6n del· conocimiento de la doctrina cristiana y 
del interes por 18. participacion activa en la vida social y publica, 
no se habra de descuidar el utilizar largamente todos los medios 
modernos de comunicacion y, en particular, aquellos que tienen un 
mayor influjo sobre el hombre de hoy en la sociedad de masas, 
esto es, los medios audiovisuales (cfr. Su Santidad Juan XXIII. 
Discurso del 8 de diciembre de 1959.) 

PAPEL A DESEMPENAR POR LOS ORGANOS DEL ESTADO. 

EI Estado con· sus organos tiene tambien una parte prepon­
derante en la actuacion de la educacion social y civica. De el 
depende, en efecto, el que esta pueda desarrollarse en pacifica ar­
monia, en orden y libertad. La actividad del Estado, aun en este 
campo, 10 mismo que en cu~lquier otro de la instruccion publica, 
y en el economico-social, debe atenerse a los dictados del prin­
cipio de subsidiaridad, como ya se expuso en la enciclica "Quadra­
gesimo Anno". A el toca, en modo particular, promover el sen­
tido c1vico de la poblacion, 0 sea, la convicci6n de que los organos 
del Estado pueden realizar el bien com un, solamente cuando todos 
los ciudadanos cumplan el deber que tienen de dar su aportacion 
justa, su interes y sus servicios a la cosa publica. 
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REALl~ACIONES LAUnABLES.' 
, ,',. ' " 

Son de alabar los esfuerzos .quepara preparar nuevas geIle~ 
raciones $e, realizan-en este campo, tanto por parte de organismos 
de la Iglesia, como por otras instituciones. Las escuelas sociales 
para el clero, que desarroIIan una accion magnifica en distintas 
diocesis, los cursQS 'continuos en materias sociales, y; ' en parti': 
cular, el Instituto Social Leon XIII~ la introduccion en muchos 
colegios de Ensenanza Media de cursos sobre la doctrina social de 
la Iglesia, el hecho de que las Facultades de Economia desarroIIeIi 
sus.ensenanzas a la luz de la doctrina cristiana, y el que se mul­
tipliquen las ' escuelas de asistentes sociales en todo el pais, son 
testimonio deldespertar de la conciencia social espanola y cons­
tituyen .otras tantas manifestaciones alentadoras para el futuro. 
Que esta y otras iniciativas se extiendan y que ''Sus frutos .ma"; 
duren para provecho de todo el pueblo espanol. 

Al transmitir a esa ilustre asamblea estos votos, me es grato, 
asimismo, manifestarles con cuanta complacencia el augusto Pon­
tifice envia a vuestra excelencia, a los organizadores y partici.: 
pantes de la Semana Social de Oviedo, una particular Bendici6n 
Apostolica, testimonio de toda su benevolencia y prenda de las 
gracias, que? para frutos segQros y abundantes, el implora. 

Con los sentimientos de mi mas distinguida consideraci6n 
quedo, de vuestra excelencia reverendisima devotisimo en Cristo. 

A. G. CARDENAL CICOGNANI 

Del Vaticano, 25 de julio de 1969 



DOCTRINAL SECTION 

THE PROBLEM OF YOUTH IS THE PROBLEM 
OF THE YOUTH AND THE HOME ... 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY. It is a common knowledge that 
the incident of delinquency at all ages has been on the iocrease. The 
rise in juvenile delinquency is of great concern to society because the 

. habits acquired during youth are all carried to adulthood. One should 
not overlook the great influen~ of the adults, particularly the parents, 
in the formation of the character of the young. There is a lot of truth 
in the statement that there are no juvenile delinquents but only delin­
quent parents. 

Why are we having so much juvenile delinquency? The extremist 
will readily blame either the parents (if he were young) or the youth 
(if he -were an adult) .. 

A sober analysis, however, will convince us that the question is a 
very complicated one. There is no single or simple answer. 

I shall attempt to discuss some of the known factors which I beheve 
Contribute to juvenile delinquency; I have selected those factors which 
could readily be modified. 

Juvenile . delinquency is often traceable to: 

1. Deficient rearing of children and adolescents; and 

2. Misunderstanding of the normal behaviour of the child and 
adolescent. 

REARING OF CHILDREN. There is no other theory which offers 
the most concrete and practical explanation of human behaviour than 
that which. Pavlov has termed "conditioned" or "acquired reflexes." For 
example, food placed in the mouth of a new-born puppy elicits a secre­
tion of saliva. This is an inborn or unconditioned reflex. When, on the 
other hand, a young animal sees or smells a piece of meat for the first 
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time, no secretion of saliva follows: Yet, if an animal who has pre­
viously eaten meat sees or smells a morsel, an abundant secretion of saliva 
fullows. This reaction which depends upon a previous experience, Pavlov 
has termed a. conditioned or acquired reflex. Its pathways are not fully 
established ,at birth but are developed by training. The laws that govern 
the formation of conditioned reflex are applicable to human beings. Let 
us review some of these principles and their application to the rearing of 
children. 

OBJECTIVE. The first requirement for the establishment of con­
ditioned reflex in an animal is to have a definite objective. The ~ame IS 

true in the training of children. Many modern parents fail in this line. 

. Some treat their children according to the mandates of their emo­
tiJns; They are capricious; very strict and demanding at times and very 
lerlient and lax on other occasions. If we are to preserve both our native 
and Christian culture, we must transmit it to our children. The great 
legacy we inherited from our ancestry should be passed on to our children. 
1t includes love of GOO, honesty, devotion to duty, courage, diligence, un­
selfishness, respect for just authority and tolerance and concern for rights. 
These virtues, which are often considered "old' fashioned" in our modern 
times, constitute the soul of democracy. If our children fail to learn these 
virtues, js it any wonder that they turn delinquen'ts? 

LOVE AND HOSPITALITY. A friendly environment is essential 
to the development of conditioned reflexes. Any animal trainer knows ' 
very well that affection and kindness are indispensable. Love is abso­
lutely necessary in the successful rearing of children. Love is the ~eat 
unconditioning stimulus on which is founded the whole training of the 
child. ' 

Do we not often meet parents, who at least subconsciously do not 
want children? Are there not women who no longer regard motherhood 
as an honor and source of prestige? 

Do not children for some fathers mean less finances, less luxury, and 
less gambling? 

The neglected children react to hostility with hostility and fear. The 
unl9Y;ed youngster learns to consider the world as an unfriendly place, craves 
more for love and attention. So they easily fall prey to the suggestions 
of bad companions and become delinquents. For example - it is an ob- , 
sewed, · fact that an untrained animal placed with one who has learned 
cOlll'plicatedreactions is more readily conditioned than if alone. 
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CONSISTENCY. Conditioned reflexes can only be established when 
the stimuli are constant. Enforcement of one set of rules today and another 
tomorrow is not conducive to the development of good habits. ChIldren 
who are treated in this manner are confused, show fear and hostility to­
ward sp capricious an authority. Bearing these facts in mind, the rules of 
conduct should be mild and kindly enough to be enforced regularly arid 
consistently. To punish cruelty and injustice oJ;}e day and condone them 
the next is to inculcate cruelty and injustice. To forgive a child for cheat­
ing is to teach him to cheat. Inconsistency occurs frequently in many fa­
milies. Standards imposed by one parent may not be required by the other 
and when the parents agree, the grandparents often disagree. Under these 
circumstances, the child begins to regard the world as a hostile andarbi­
trary place where reward and punishment are hardly distinguished. . Hence, 
it is important that parents should possess similar cultural, ethical, philo­
sophical,and religious backgrounds. 

PARENTS AND SOCIETY. At present, a chil,d is no longer under 
the' exclusive influence of their parents. Other parents with different stan­
dards compete with us in irrfluencing our children. Our neighbors' chil­
'dren playa great role in the formation of the concept and philosophy of, 

-'our young ones. Besides the influence of their ideas and behaviours,. they 
r.tart taking our children with them to the movies, continue inviting them 
to the dance halls, and eventually lead them to the night clubs. 

In this era of commercialism all of us are courted by a legion of forces 
that work exclusively for profits. These forces incite and appeal to every 
instinctive and primitive need so as to compel us to buy. 

For example, consider the influence' of the motion picture in the 
decay of esthetics and in the decline of morals. Witness the cultivation 
of the garish and ostentatious, the vulgarization of the feminine beauty, 
the constant disparagement of hard work in favor of smart subterfuge or 
outright banditry and the routine use of wealth as a measure of success. As 
for sex, various degrees of seduction in polychrome instruct the fantasy of 
the boys and girls who sit in mutual proximity in a merciful darkness. The 
motion picture is the greatest "educator" of all time when its vivid sensory 
impact, its emotional dynamics and its mass appeal. How can parents 
equal or combat such tutorial efficiency,-

But this, though much, is not all. How can a parent compete with 
the, unwearied radiQ and TV. with its perpetual Rock 'n Roll, its spi!le­
tQlgling murders, its mawkish sentimentality,' its passionate commercialism? 
How can a parent protect his child from the daily parade of criminal and 
sexual psycho-pathology in the newspapers? Or protect them from the 
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saltier details of Hollywood's decadency? Or from stupid comic books, for 
that matter? 

The answer is not forthcoming. Perhaps the best that we can do 
for our children is to offer them a better fare of ethical, esthetic, and in­
tellectual food, to exemplify in our own lives the virtues and excellences 
which we would have them possess. If we have avoided hostility, that great 
enemy of discipline, if we have established our authority by its kindfmess, 
reasonableness, and yet coupled it with inflexibility, if we have striven early 
enough, patiently enough and constantly enough, perhaps we shall not fap.' 

INDEPENDENCE. The ultimate end of discipline is self-discipline. 
Since we would not enslave our children, our most urgent duty is a pro-· 
gressive relaxation of the authority. Each newly-won victory for the· child 
must grant a new responsibility and a new independence. As the infant 
who has learned at last to walk must be allowed to walk, so each child 
who has learned to think must be allowed to think. This training iQ 
independence must not be reserved for the last; it must begin early and 
continued daily in specific detail. Every child must be expected to exer­
cise his own choice in each matter as soon as his choice is possible. Nei~her 
the tyranny of selfish love which suffocates with protection or the tyranny 
of selfish discipline which strangles with restraint, has any place in the 
training of the child. The irresolute, dependent, clinging child is, at times 
the first of an emotionally starved and possessive mother who" insists on 
living for herself the lives of her children and who passionately resists 
setting them free. But a greater curse of the modern homes is the neglect 
of children by parents who are too busy with their own pursuit and self­
gratificati0n to trouble themselves with their care. Neglect or domination 
should neither be justified nor condoned. For the principal and urgent 
duty of the parent should be the loving and steadfast training of the young 
so that they may be liberated from the bonds of their immaturity. 

I have outlined briefly the physiological principles which are of great 
importance in the training of youngsters. However, we must not overlook 
the role of other sciences such as theology, sociology, etc. in moulding the 
character. Religious instruction is of fundamental importance and I think 
it can be most effectively imparted along the laws of conditioned reflexes. 

Religious instructions should begin in the nursery, continued at home 
and be emphasized in the school.. It is the only force that is capable of 
counter-acting the evil forces I have mentioned, the forces that daily un­
dermine our character. If we are really sincere in our campaign to improve 
the minds of our people, . we must train them by the most acceptable 
scientific met~ods and have as an objective the highest Christian ideals we 
have inherited. 

H. SANTOS. 
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Filipino 
. if 

Culture 
Were I to use but a term to define or specify such culture, I would 

not hesitate to employ that much maligned and disdained word, which l 
would restore to its original glory, to wit, "mestizo." Filipino culture' is 
essentially that: "mestizo"-hybrid. It is the result of the fruitful assimila­
tion and integration of Eastern and Western cultur,es, productive of a 
"tertium quid," a new product, which being' neither wholly oriental' noi: 
occidental, carries the name: Filipino. 

This has been possible, because of a peculiar ability that is ours. 
Scientists have classified the peoples of the world into two large groups: 
the whites and the coloured. In line with this classification, the same 
scientists UI us that the whites stand out for their inventiveness or creative 
spirit, whilst the coloured peoples are of the imitative type. I would sug­
gest a revision of this classification in order to open up another one re- . 
served to the Filipinos. Indeed, by and large, we neither invent nor imitate; 
we modify. 

I have,for instance, seen the "jeeps" in Ceylon, Singapore, Honkong, 
and Japan. They look exactly the same as those coming out from the 
American factories. But let the inventor of the "jeep" take a look at our 
"jeep" and I am not so sure he wouldn't collapse in utter incredulity, 
for the Filipino jeep is and is not a jeep: passengers enter from behind; 
at the front there is a wide tear-view mirror and a dangling rosary, whilst 
the sides are festooned with multicoloured curtains, even as the body of 
the ,vehicle itself is done in ,various colours and designs. It is the Filipino 
ability to modify that accounts for it. 

Or take the Ipcal policemen. Elsewhere in the Orient the- traffic of­
ficers extend their open palms to halt the cars or move them in a point-
ing direction when they would have the cars resume their march., exa.cthL .. ",. 
as do Western policemen. But Filipino polic:ryen ~o !Ill sorts of sleigh 
of hand to take care of everv nuance of v~hICblar InCidents: thev wave 
their hands. roll them. ierk them UP and down, or even inter1ac~ them. 
fn the most amusing of fashions. It is once more expressive of that ability, 
that modifying Filipino touch. . 

On the other hand, consider this episode. Whilst returning from. 
Europe sometime ago, I was introduced to my fellow passengers, who 

* Reprinted from Unitas, Sept. 1963. 
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h:riled from diverse countries of Asia. We all cordiallv shook hands. Later, 
however. I noticed that one of the Japanese passengers, when introducing 
himself to a fellow Japanese on board, did not shake hands with him . 
. Instead, both bowed thrice to each other in their approved national ritual. 
Again, ~mother co-passenger, a professor from Bombay, \vhen meeting some · 
teacher., from Colombo, did not shake hands with them either. Facing 
each other they all raised their joined palms to the level of their eyes ' and 
<x:remoniouslv lowered and raised their hands several times. Now, when 
my turn came to make the'acquaintance of the only other Filipino travel­
ing ' with 11S, I was at a. loss trying to figure out what would be the Fi­
lipino way of greeting. I didn't know whether to pull my ears_or touch. 
my nose. I had to settle for a warm handshake. 

This provoked a question in lYe: Are we, Filipinos, so devoid of cul­
ture i/nd personality that we have no native way of greeting but must 
resort to the Western hand-shake? I then, recalled' the chronicles : of early 
historians ' telling us that the natives of our country in greeting each other, 
joined the open palms of their hands and lifted them to the eye level; 
they next raised their left leg, whilst slowly bending their right until they 
reached a squatting position. . Had I done this, pray tell me, would my 
Filipin" fellow passenger have recognized in it the Filipino greeting? 
Would anyone of you recognize it to be so? \Vhich goes to prove that 
such is not. Why? Because Filipino culture is, as already adverted to, a 
symbiosis of things and practices Eastern and \\'estern. \Vhereas amongst 
other Oriental peoples the ways of Western living qave been learned to be 

' used if and when the oreasion arises, for the Filipinos such Western 
pattern has been adopted and addpted to become ours. ' 

Would this then, justify the lamentation of a certain lady columnist? 
,Sometime ago, she deplored in writing the day that Magellan and Legazpi 
ever came to the Philippines, for since th~n, she alleged, the Spaniards 
started a systematic vandalic campaign of destruction of all things native 
and of imposition of an alien way of life that denuded the Filipi,nos of 
a personality of their own. 

To this lady and to all who concur with her view, I would say: 
"Lem Manila; take the first train or plane for ' Baguio; don't stop in 
that city; start trekking up to the highlands, where dwell the Igorot, the 
Kalinga and the Ifugao - they have kept the native identity; their cUlture 
and dvilization have been left untouched by Spanish "vandalism." Once 
there, enjoy that tvpicallv "Filipino" way of life! But as long as yoq, 

. would prefer to write in English for our dailies, play at the Jai-Alai, wear 
high h ::ds or sporl a Banlon shirt; and call yourselves Rosario, Carmen, 
Erriesto or Teodoro, tlien, yours is not to deplore Magellan's or Legazpi's 
arrival." . . 
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There is, indeed,no other way for Filipino culture. It is .now some 
four hundred years a bit too late to attempt any new cataloga~ion. We" 
have and are definitely classified. " , 

About a couple of years ago, at a local Historians' Convention, twO 
proposals were aired, to wit: a) our Historian~ should endeavour to do 
a~y ~ith any foreign influence and concentrate on our Pre-Spanish he-

. ntage, m order that we come to feel ourselves Filipinos all the more, and 
~) ~fforts should be ~xerted. to prohibit any and all foreigners from teach-
109 10 our schools for no alien can teach us love of our country and true 
Philippinism, since he cannot fully understand our people and our psv-
cholo~'. . . 

I seconded the two proposals on condition that the proponent and 
all those present answer my two previous questions: First, what would 
be the immediate result of the first proposal if approved? Since no an­
swerwas given me, I volunteered as follows: "We would all in this haD 
be dumb. Whv? Because we would not be able to address each other. 
I could not, fo~ instance, be called Dean MoHna, for "Dean" is English 
and "Molina," Spanish. 1 would therefore, have to be renamed Humabon 
or Sikatuna or Lakandula. And so with all those present. 

Second, could we be shown or named any Filipino worthwhile re­
membe.ring, anyone historical figure of. our country, .who had not been 
educated, trained and prepared by foreigners? Onl\; two mmes were · 
given: Lapu-Iapu and Bonifacio. As against these, how many Filipino 
heroes, sages, patriots, and scientists earned their spurs after profiting 
from the tutorship of foreign mentors? Besides, Lapu-lapu himself did 
not know nor consider himself a Filipino; what he knew he had learned 
from non-FiHpinos, namely, the Malays of Indonesia, whence he descend­
ed. As to Bonifacio, his readings and studies were done from foreign 
books and authors; he was exposed to alien influence, which he assimilated; 
even · ms name is foreign. Rizal himself tells us that his libertarian be­
liefs and sentiments were learned by him from his Spanish teachers here 
and in the Peninsula . 

. There is no fleeing away from it: ours is a culture involved, com­
mitted, hybrid. 

In 1955 the Bandung Conference, held in Indonesia, was proudly 
billed as an international parley . organiied and held purely by coloud· 
peoples, a confab where the whites were expressly excluded as delegates. 
Very well, the official roster of representatives is, to. my mind, .very .. re­
vealing. Thus, we read such names as these: 

Afghanistan - Sardar Mahmud Nairn j:" 

Bnrma - U Nu 



China - Chou En-Lai 
Indonesia - Ali Sastroamidjojo 
Japan - Tasunosuki Takosalci 
Laos - Katay D. Sassorith 
Nepal - Sovagh Jung Thapa 
Pakistan - Mohammed Ali 
Thailand - Wan Waithayakon 
North Vietnam - Pham Van Dong 
South Vietnam - Ngunuyen Van Thoai 
Philippines - Brigadier General Carlos P. Romulo 

Come again? "Brigadier General"? - Why, that's English! "Carlos 
Pefia Romulo"? Such is Spanish! Now, take a look at the General pic­
ture. There is no ,doubt but that, by his features the man does not be­

, long to the white race, He symbolises the Philippines; he typifiesFili-
pino cu!ture. . 

How accurate was the late President Roxas when he said: "The Phi­
lippines is in the Orient, but is not of the Orient"l 

As a rule, indeed, our culture make-up is such that it ' is far easier 
for us to understand our Western fellowmen than our Oriental brethren. 

We are monotheists; orientals, generally are not. Black is our moum- , 
ing colour; for the other orientals it is white, as a rule. We write ho­
rizontally; they do vertically. The diff!!rences are such that we seem to 
be worlds apart. This is so, ' because OUf country is "The only Christian 
Democracy in the East." That is to say, we possess the two main com­
mon denominators that link us to Western cultur.e. 

When I speak of Christianity as a national ingredient, I am not em­
ploying the term ;n its confessional connotation, but as a philosophy of 
life, a specific mode of behaviour, even as when I consider Democracy to 
be one other element specifying our national culture I am not contem­
plating a political party or system, but a general philosophy of govern­
ment and social living. These are, by and large, alien to the Eastern politics 
snd commumties. 

I fine, Filipino culture is constituted by the triangle formed out by 
the native, autochthonous element, the Christoian-Spanish leaven, and the 
:4cmocr.ttic American contribution, aU worked out into one distinct teality 
by that peculiar Finpino touch that differentiates us from all other na­
tiOns of the world. 

Child of the Orient, nurtured by tlte Church, sired by the 'Vest­
such is Filipino culture. 

A. M. MOLINA. 
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The Ecumenical Council at Work * 

I. AMENDMENTS APPROVED BY THE COUNCIL 

. As the Council continues its debate on the "Nature- of the Church", 
a series of liturgical amendments have been presented to the Fathers, 
giving them an opportunity to complete the unfinished task begun during 
the first session of th'e Council. 

The amendments w far submitted and approved by the Fathers are 
the following: . 

1, The Liturgy.-The voting of the amendments to chapter 5 of the 
Liturgical Schema took place on Oct. 24. The following amendments 
were passed: 

-Putting emphasis in t~e text on the pre-eminent role of the BI. 
Virgin, in the Church's liturgical cycle. 

-Stressing the fact that in close connection with the liturgical year 
the Church make use of instruction, prayer, works of mercy and penance 

. as elements in the ·formation of the laity. 

-Providing that adaptations in the liturgical year because of local 
situations be done with the authority of the Episcopal Conferences stress-

. ing the importance of the observance of Sundays in the liturgical .year. 

-Pointing up the two aspects of lent, a period of preparation for ' 
Baptism and a season of penance 

.-That Lenten penance should be not merely interior and personal but 
also exterior and social. 

* Study based on the official reports releosed by the Vatican Press Office. 
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-That the faithful be made to understand the proper nature of 
pena~ce which is detestation of sin as an offense against God. ' 

2. The Divine Office.-A radical reform of the breviary 'was voted 
at the Oct. 22 meeting of the ecumenieal council. 

-Emphasis on the fact that Christ continues His priestly activities 
through the Church not -only in the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, 
but , in other ways as well, especially in the Divine Office, which offers 
to the Father both praise and intercession for the salvation of the world. 

-Addition of exhortation to those who recite the Divine Office to 
do so with great fervor and devotion. 

-A statement that priests engaged in the pastoral ministry have a , 
special need to recite the Office prayerfully, that the Lord will make their 
labors effective. 

-Provides that the hour of Matins (originally the night Office­
which consists largely of psalms and readings from the Bible and . the 
Fathers of the Church) should have fewer psalms :nd longer readings. 

,-Proposes the suppression of the hour of Prime, which is a second 
'form of morning prayer and somewhat of a duplication of the principal 
morning prayer, which is Lauds 

-Provides that an individual who is obliged to pray the Office 
should be bound to recite only one of the three remaining shorter hows. 
of the day. (The "little hours" traditionally have been Prime, Terce, 
Sext and None. This 'amendment and the preceding one would consider­
ably shorten the total length of the Office. ) 

-A new article urging priests and all who take part in the Church's 
public prayer to make it a source of holiness and personal spiritual growth. 

-Decrees that the r~vision of the Latin translation of the Book of 
Psalms should take into account the nature of Church Latin, the fact that 
the psalms are chanted,and the traditions 6f the Latin Rite Church, 
(The point here is that a translation, which might be technically and 
literally satisfactory, might not be the best for public worship.) , 

. -Propose that some specific but minor details in the original sche:oia 
relative to the revision of the Office be suppressed. (The point here is 
that specifics be left to a postconciliar commission and that the cOuncil 
concern itself only with , general , directives and statement of principl~. ) 
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~To excuse from the recitation of some parts of the Office those 
clerics or Religious who participate on a givtn ecclesiastical function. 

-To allow bishops and other Ordinaries to dispense from the obliga­
tion . to recite the Office for good cause. 

-while insisting that the traditional Latin Office be maintained by 
the clergy of the Latin Rite, the amendment conCedes a faculty to bis­

/hops and other Ordinaries to permit the clergy in individual cases to recite 
the Office in an approved text of the vernacular. 

-Recommends that the Office be prayed in common when possible; 
especially in the case of priests who live together. 

3. Sacred Art.- The schema on liturgy underwent a period of 
amendments touching on sacred art, building of churches and setting up of 
images. ' 

Following is the substance of the schema's seven amendments: 

-In the encouragement of sacred art, bishops should seek beauty 
rather than mere costlines in art, vestments and general church furnishing. 

-Care ~hould be taken in the construction of churches that the 
edifices be suitable for the celebration' of liturgical functions and the 
active participation of the faithful. 

~A ' new article here confirms the practice of setting up images for 
veneration in churches, but warn that they shou18 be moderate in number, 
reflect proper order and be doctrinally sound. 

-Schools of sacred art should be established for the training of 
~tists and artisans in different places. . . 

-During their seminary years, candidates for the priesthood should 
be Instructed in the history, development and principles of sacred art. 

. /. '. ' . . 
, Post-coullcil cOlT1missions will be set up to see to the implementation 

of the project 

4. Perpertual Calendar.,-The Fathers of the Second Vatican Coun­
cil have made recommendations on the move to establish a perpetual civil 
calendar 

Their action is related to ' a desire for a fixed annual date for Ea~ter 
and. for a simplified permanent calendar. 
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By votes of over . 2,000 to less than 10 the present-day Icouncil Fa­
thers made · these recommendations: 

-The coun<:il · considers the wish expressed by many for a fixed 
Sunday Easter, and for a permanent calendar, to be of no small moment, 
and hence, after paying due heed to the consequences that may follow 
from such a new calendar, declares: -

-The council is not opposed to fixing Easter on a determined Sunday~ 
in the Gregorian calendar, provided this is agreeable to all others who are 
concerned with the problem, especially the Christian brethren separated 
from communion with the Holy See. 

-Similarly, the council is n~topposed to the various initiabves for 
establishing a perpetual civil calendar, provided the week of seven ,days 
with . its Sunday is safeguarded and provided the regular succession of 
weeks remains intact-unless most serious reasons would, in the judgment 
of the Holy See, persuade otherwise. 

5. Sacraments and Sacramentals.-The Fathers voted in -favor of 
these amendments to the schema on Sacred Liturgy, namely: 

-Use of the vernacular in the administration of sacraments and sacra­
mentals, provided the precise "form" is retained in Latin, upon promulga­
tion of the Pope and the adoption by national hierarchies. 

-A special provision is to be made for changes in the ritual of Bap­
tism for cases in which a large number of persons are to receive the Sacra­
ment. 

-Extreme Unction is "also and better called the Anointing of the 
Sick." 

-Revision of ritual for religious profession. 

-In certain circumstances some sacramentals may be administered 
by laymen. 

II. HIGHLIGHTS OF COUNCIL DEBATES 

On the third work day of the new Coun<:iI session the Council 
Fathers examined in detail . the first chapter of the lengthy schema which 
they liad approved in principle by an overwhelming vote of 2231 to 43 . 
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The, schema as a whole is entitIed<inLatin De Ecclesia (About the 
Church) . The first chapter bears the subhead "Of the Mystery of the 
Church." 

- At stake in the, debate over the "coIlegiality" of bishops was the 
question whether there should be a deq:ntralization of power-<>r, to put 
it more accurately, a diffusion of authority-in the Church. 

1. "Collegiality" of Bishops.- The Council is debating a Schenul 

which declares bishops are not merely appointed representatives of the 
Pope,exercising in their local dioceses such powers as he may see fit to 
delegate to them but are true "Vicars and Legatees of Christ" in their 
own right, with joint responsibility for the welfare of the whole Church. 

The draft document forcefully re-asserts the teaching of the First 
Vatican Council about the primacy and infallibility of the Pope. But 
it goes on to say that the bishops, when they act together with the Pope, 
also possess divine protection from error in expounding truths. o£ faith or ' 
morals 

The "Liberals" say there is nothing new or radical about thIS con­
cept; it is clearly implied in the ancient tradition that Bishops are succes­
sors to the original twelve Apostles. They also argue that Christ's promise 
of perpetual guidance and help was made not only to St. Peter and his 
successors, the Popes, but to all of the Apostles and their successors, the 
Bishops. ' 

Cardinals from North America, Western Europe and Mrica assured 
the Ecumenical Council on 7 October that no threat to the primacy of 
the Pope was involved in a proposal to enhance the powers of Bishops. 

Prominent prelates strongly defended the idea that Bishops of the 
Church constitute a "college" or sacred body which shares with the 

J)ope responsibility for the government and welfare of the whole Church. 

"Conservative" Council Fathers previously voiced feat that the con-
,cept endangered papal supremacy. -

All were unanimous, however, in the declaration that the concept 
does not do away with the fact that the college of bishops is not a body 
without the Pope. 

Bishop Camelo Zazimovic, Auxiliary of Yugoslavia, propOSed an amend­
ment providing the establishment of a pennanent episcopal conferenCe iri 



712 

Rome in which Bishops of all par!s of the world would be represented. He 
said it should have authority superior to all offices of the Roman Curia. 

Finally the Fathers' approval of the collegiality of bishops came as 
they voted on five questions. The vote was taken to guide the councils 
Theological Commission in revising the second chapter on the schema ,on 
the Church which deals with the hierarchy. 

The questions, with the voting results, are: 

. ·-Whether episcopal consecration is the highest grade of the Sacra­
ment of Holy Orders: yes, 2,013; no, 34. 

-Whether every bishop, who is in union with all the bishops and 
the pope, belongs to the body or college of bishops; yes, ' 2,049; no, 104. 

-Whether the college, of bishops succeeds the college of Apostles 
and together with the Pope, has full and supreme power over the whole 
Church: yes, 1808; no, 336. 

-Whether the college of bishops in union with the pope, has this 
power by divine right: yes, 1,717; no, 408. 

' 2. The Diaconate.-The Fathers also dealt with the diaconate. Pro­
ponents spoke of its necessity for the ' smooth functioning of the Church. 
Objectors said the restoration of the diaconate would involve serious pro­
blems of practical nature such as the danger to priestly celibacy and the 
decrease of sacerdotal vocations. Some proposed that it be , restored along 
the experimental line since it may be a boon to many parts of the world. 

But a missionary Bishop asserted that the authorization of a married 
deaconry. might lessen the number of celibate priests ' rather than ease 
the clergy shortage in missionary territories. 

He pointed out that deaoons with wives would require "much higher 
salaries" than are paid to celibate priests. He said a welltrained lay cate­
chist could do pratically all that a deacon could do, anyway. 

The Father's final opinion was expressed in this question: 

Whether the diaconate should be restored as a distinct and perma­
nent rank in the sacred ministry: yes, 12,588; no, 525. 

The Laity.-For the first time in any ecumenical council the topiC 
of the,lai,ty has become a m.ajor subject of debate by the bishops of the 
world. " ' 



Chapter 3 of the schema on the nature of the' Church was freely 
discussed on the floor. The schema treats of "the people of God" and 
"the laity." It stresses the positive aspect of the word layman: ... his 
share in' the priesthood of Christ, his charisms, his duties and his rela­
tions with the bishops. 

Speakers explained further the concept of layman. Many were of 
the belief that the layman of modern times should be given greater parti­
cipation in mission of the Church. The married state was also emphasized 
by the Fathers who said the family is a "miniature Church" as regards 
salvation of souls. Laymen were urged to join organizations with pro­
fessional, charitable, civic and even political ainis. 

Nevertheless, insofar as possible, they must do so through regular 
ecclesiastical channels, with prudence, love, respect, humility and courage. 
On the other hand, he is also bound to respectful obedience towards 
ecclesiastical authority. He must refrain from unjust criticism and he 
. must pray for his ecclesiastical superiors. 

The people of God and the hierarchy, the schema' declares, consti­
tute one body, engaged in the common mission of Christ and sharing 
~divided respOnsibility before the world. 

Rev. F. TESTERA, a.p . 

.... ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ . . . . + 

CHURCH AND CIVIL LAW ON MARRIAGE +1 
SEPARATION IN THE, PHILIPPINES 

by REV. EMILIO STA. RITA, JR., J.e.D. 

• It presents an up-to-date, comparative !lUrvey of the pro­
visionS of Church law and the Civil Code of the Philip­
pines on the separation of married couples. 

• Couples with acute marriage problems uim find helpful 
'the scheme Of reasons, relief and defenses recognized by 
both the laws of the Church and the Civil Code of the 
Philippines. ' 

• It pin-points differences in both spheres of laws and sug­
gests compromise working procedures in the settlement Of 
such married cases. 

+ + : 
+ + + + 

I 
+ +' +. + : 
:+ 
+ 

Available at the USTPRESS and at the following bookstores:, :' 
Ale!mar's, BookMark, and the Catholic Trade School. ' : 

+ M+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++'" 
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PASTORAL SECTION 

HOMILETICS 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (bec. 22) 

THE SALVATION OF GOD: 

The >Gospel of today's Mass repeats a prophecy long recorded in the 
Old Testament book of Isaias, which said that aU mankind was to see 
the salvation of God. This prophecy was fulfilled when the Son of God, 
wishing to save men, Himself became man and was born in Bethlehem.; 
The advent of Jesus is a historical fact which, corroborated by the pieeel 
(If information St. Luke gives us in his Gospel, men have to admit unleas 
they wish to go against the most elementary law of common ! sense. · They; 
may supposedly deny the historical fact, but certainly they can never: 

. change the course of history, according to which all mankind has seen 
.the salvation of God on Christmas day. 

But one thing is to see the salvation of God, and quite another to 
feel, to experience, to obtain that salw.tion. The Pharisees saw our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but that didn't help them at all. And even today many 
know Jesus, have seen His salvation, have embraced the Catholic Faith, 
but how many of them actually profit by the salvation that God haa 
effected in their midst? How many of us are imitating the Pharisee. 
by reducing our Faith to a handful of meaningless outwa'rd Pl"l\ctiees 
while their hearts · are interiorly stinking with sinful thoughts and de­
sires? 

BAPTISM OF REPENTANCE: 

The salvation of God needs to be seen with pure eyes and. a clean 
heart, if we wish to · draw any actual profit from it. The soul has to 
be prepared by making it pass through a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness . of sin. Repentance is the encounter of the soul with God,. 
from whom it haS' strayed because of sin. It is .the meeting of the send 
and of God. It is the road on which the soul must travel in order to 
reach its God, arid also God, in a certain sense, travels on it to 1'e8Ch 
the soul, for such is His goodness that He goes out to meet the 801JI ~. 
half-way. 
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Repentance is the road towards God; that"inn:ade ready and strli{~Ht 

by filling every wIley of inordinate attaehment and impure io~,t':di:ri~: 
by bringing low every mountain and, 'hill 'of foolish ambition and'::ov~t~ 
weening pride. Repentance is the redi~overy of God that is. effected,'by 
making straight all the crooked ways of deceit: and dishonesty to .w.h~Ch 
one has become accustomed, and by' making 'smooth the rough ways of 
impatience and 'anger that characterize one's dealings With his fellciwnlek 
This is the repentance that will make us both see and experience, th"l 
salvation of God; it is what will make us both believe in Jesus Christ 
and to hold on faithfully to His, teac~ings. 

GOD THE IMPARTIAL JUDGE: 

St. Paul, in his Epistle today, gives us an insight of the qualiti~ 
that repentance should have in order to, be salutary and of profit: Re­
pentance is a kind of judgment; the repentant soul judges itself and 
passes sentence against itself for transgressing the law of God. But in 
judging itself, the soul might not be impartial. It might look fOT ex~ 
cuses and reasons to justify its actuations and inclinations. .1 t might 

minimize the danger that is involved in the continuance of a ·certain 
friendship, in the frequentation of a certain place, in ,the prosecution o~ 
certain dubious practices. In short, our. repentance might not be sincere. 

We might be too lenient in taking action a'gainst OUI; sins. We might 
{;ven believe that we have no sin at all, There are indeed Christians 
who see no point in confessing, for they ,say they have not co~mitted,any 
sin. St. Paul also states he has nothing on his conscience, yet by' that 
very fact he does not consider himself just and perfect. He leaves all 
judgment to God who brings to lightt;h~ things hidden in the dark corners 
of the hea-rt, who manifests' the most ',secret desires and inclinations' of 
the soul. When one subjects himself:to this divine examination, when 
one takes God to be the judge of his life and actions, his repentance' will 
certainly be sincere, effective and salutary. He will truly see the salva~ 
tion of God. Christ will save him! ' 

CHRISTMAS AND JOY: 
.- 'i· 

, ChristInas, has become' synonymous With joy~ In whichever'lorm that 
joy' is understood":"-whether joy' ingiV1ng or joy in ~eiving .. ~~Elth~r 
'temporal Jo~, in' ",hieh OVr' Christinas~s n6wa~ays verY~uch ,a~oii:rid/or 
the more intimate spiritual joy-one thing is 'certain, we cannot'divbrl!e 
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from Christmas the idea of joy. Our instinctive horror towards the 
prospect of a joyless Christmas proves our point by way of contrast. And 
this explains why some people, for want of the more intimate and satis­
fying joy that only the good experience at Christmas, try to inject some 
sort of artificial joy, in the form of noise and frolic, into their holidays, 
not wanting to appear as being left behind while the rest of the world 
goes about enjoying itself. 

THE GLAD TIDINGS: 

Christmas, therefore, means joy, joy for everyone, although not every­
one interpret that joy in the same, not to say in the right way. Christmas 
is joy, should give joy. It cannot be otherwise eversince angelic lips told 
us two thousand years ago that God had intended to give great joy to 
the world when He made the Miracle of miracles to happen in one obscure 
~ve in the city of Bethlehem. The vibrating thrill in that angelic mes­
sage has not lost its freshness and power from the time it was first 
announced to the humble shepherds down to our own times: "Behold, I 
bring you good news of a great rejoicing for the whole people. ThiJ; day, 
in the city of David. a Saviour has been born for you, the Lord Christ 
Himself." And the melody that echoed then powerfully across the vaults 

, of heaven, pouring in angelic strains "Glory to God in the Highest, and 
Peace on earth to men of Goodwill," has not lost any of its novelty and 
joyousness as it is repeated to our modern ears two thousand yea'rs there­
after. 

A SAVIOTTR TO HOW MANY? 

Christmas means joy. It was the angel who told us why Christm)ls 
should mean joy: because on that day, in the city of David, in Bethlehem, 
a Saviour was born to us. A Saviour was born to us. Is this a reason 
forrejoicing? Why, some of us would take offence, and call that a silly 
question. It is like asking whether a prisoner should rejoice because he 
is given a liberator, whether a sick man should rejoice because he' is given 
a good doctor. 

But it is not the Question that is the matter with; it is the kind of 
answer that many of us are giving to it, or make to understand that we 
are giving it by our manner of living. Because many of us live in 
such a way as if no Saviour has been born to them, or as if it didn't 
make them any difference whether He was born or not. Having been 
given a liberator, many of us still persist in remaining in their former 
status of prisoners of their sins and vices. Having been provided with a 
loving and competent doctor, many of us still insist on loving their spiri­
tual diseases and weaknesses. Having been adopted by an infinitely 
wealthy benefactor, many of us still refuse to rise up from the level of 
,tJI~~r spiritual mmine and poverty. Finally having been taken out, of 
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danger by the Divine Lifesaver, still many of us insist on throwing them­
selves back into the river of their sins. 

Be that as it may, Christmas still sta·nds as a symbol an~ also a 
reality of joy. Joy for the sinner, because it promises him pardon for 
his sins; joy for the just, because it is an encouragement for further 
good; joy for the angels because it gives glory to God; and ' joy for God 
Himself because by it He makes known His limitless love for men, for 
whose sake, one day, two thousand yea'rs ago, in the city of David, in 
Bethlehem, He was born - for us! 

SUNDAY WITHIN OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS (Dec. 29) 

WORLDWIDE REJOICING: 

There is nothing, it seems, as contagious as joy. People easily 
catch it, and being so congenial with human nature, we -easily pass 
the bounds of moderation and give in to w~ld and senseless rejoicing. 
Not even the joys of Christmas are free from this taint. Suddenly in 
the month of December we notice a great change in the hearts of all peo­
ple. Everyone . is in a joyful mood: some are conscious more or less of 
the reason for this happy climate; others, oblivious of the religious signific 
cance, ar.e totally given to worldly merry-making. Asked what they are 
happy about, they'll tell you it's because the whole world happens to feel 
that way at this time of the year and that they're just toeing the line .. 

HOLY REJOICING: 

In ltiving us today's Gospel as the subject for our reading and medi­
tation, Holy Mother Church seems to want to tone down and moderate 
whatever intemperate j~ys might crop up during this season's celebra­
tion. We Christians know why we are rejoicing at this time of the year. 
We know that it's our duty to rejoice, unless we want to show tJtat we 
have hearts of stone. The angel of God in announcing the birth of the 

. Saviour to the shepherds said that he was giving them news of great 
joy. The birth of our Saviour was intended therefore to give joy, and 
rejoice we must for this signal favor of heaven. Jesus signifies salva­
tion, liberation from the captivity of sin and eternal punishment. Jesus 
ml1.'llifip s heavenlv rewa I'd and happiness forever. This is why we Chris­
tians should rejoice, and why we presently are rejoicing. 

MODERA.TE REJOICING: 

But Jesus did not mean to bring upon earth irresponsible reJOIcmg. 
The days of our calendar cannot all be Christmas Day. There are also 
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the days of Lent,: the days of the · Passiontide, the day like Good Friday; , 
, Christmas is but a vartial vision of Christ and of Christian :Ufe: it .. ls, 

not a total view of the whole. And if we have forgotten this fact, ,Holy 
M~ther Church is Waking us up to the ;hard' reality by readbig for us 
the' Gospel of tOday's Mass. " . ' 

, " ,Yes, a S~viour' is born to us in the city , of Bethlehem, as th~ angel. 
announced to' the shepherds, and He'll save llS, from our sins. This. ~~ 
w.hy , we ,are rejoicing. But this Chiid is destil).t:~ also for the fall , and· 
the rhie of ma·ny in Israel. And this is why we should also tremble.: 

,The birth of Jesus has posed a religious and moral. problem to everyone 
of :us, concerning which we cannot adopt a neutral attitude. Either we 
are for Jesus or we are against Him. Either we gather with Him. or we 
scatter. Either we serve God or we serve Mammon. The appearance ' 
of Jesus on this earth will reveal what thoughts, what frames of mind, 
what attitudes, what loves are being harbored in our hearts: whether' 
they are thoughts, aspirations and love of God, or thoughts, aspirations, 
love of' this world and of self. Unfortunately in many of us Will be 
revealed ' dark thoughts and unholy sentiments. This revelation will ' not 
only pain the Saviour but will pierce and break the heart of His Mother. 

>' 

In order that this may not happen, it would be necessary that ~s the 
Child of Bethlehem, we too ~hould grow and become strong, full of wisdom. 
and the grace of God; of wisdom in order to appreciate the things of . this , 
world in their proper value and use them accordingly and not become a 
snare to our souls, to appreciate deeply things heavenly, God, Christ, .the 
Sacraments, prayer, and love them passionately; of Grace, that we may 
become holier, lovelier, and more perfect In the eyes of God. May the 
Child of Bethlehem and His Mother carry out the work of our redemption 
into its full realization. 

FR. MARIO BALTAZAR, O.P. 

O~TAVE OF THE NATIVIl'Y(Jan. 1) 

JESUS COMPLiES WITH THE LAW: 

The Infant Jesus: barely eight days old today, submits Himself to the 
humiliating and painful rite of Circumcision. ' - . . , 

. Imposed by God .on Abraham and his descendants, this rite or ceremony 
of cutting away a piece of skin of every male child marked him ol1t as a. 
member of God's chosen People from among whom a Saviour would be 
born. Circumcision thus implied the presence of sin in which all. men ~e 
born and, at the same time, it was a sign of the Redemption that was to 
come. And it is in the belief in ,this future Redemption that original sin 
was washed away ~nd: grace conferi·edo.n the soul of the .child. · ' 



Why, then, we ask, did the new-born Babe, ' God-made-Mah, Holiness 
Itse~f, wish to appear as any other born in sin and be circumcised?, 

IIlfMILITY - OBEDIENCE - MORTIFICATION: 

First of all, to set before our eyes a magnificent example of humility. 
'Jesus is without sin: He is God. Jesus, and He alone, could utter With 
exclusive right those words: "Which of you can convince me of sin?" Yet 
,He wished to bear the ignominious mark of sin on His sacredhunianity. 
Why? In order to curb our inordinate desires, sin~ers that we really are, 
of wanting to appe~r before the world as honourable, just, good and holy, 
-hardly caring about how we, appear in the ~yes of God. ' In prder to , 
squelch our pride which says that we have no sin to confess; or, if we ever 
do approach the confessional, it is with a lot of dissimuIatingand white­
washing. 

Then, what words of praise can we possibly utter to extol here the 
beautiful example of submission and obedience to the law, 01 God? This 
new-born Child, being God and, consequently above any law, willingly places 
Himself under the law and obeys as any other subject. , We blush ,wilh 
shame as we recall the number of times we, unworthy subjects of His 
Divine Majesty, have tried to rise above our true condition and brazenly 
say: I will not serve. We have practised obedience" but wasn't it too 
often because the things ordered were to our liking and self-love and .did 
not disturb too much our life of ease? On the other hand, can we ever 
forget the number of times we have striven to be free from certain laws 
of God and His Church, and have broken many for the slightest pretexts? 

Finally, the Divine Infant teaches us how necessary it is that we lead 
a life of penance and mortification. Jesus the Innocent goes under the 
sharp knife, in order that we, the guilty ones, might be scraped clean of.' 
the stigma of sin. Years later, at lhe foot of the crosson Calvary, this 
same knife would turn into a cruel lance that would inexorably pierce His 
side and draw torrents of blood to the last sacred drop. Then would His' 
mission, His life-long work be brought to a triumphant completion:' we 
would no longer be under the law of circumcision and siB, but under 
the sweet law of Baptism and grace. We would bear this out in our 
live!! bya deep-down hatred of sin in all its forms and by a continuous 
self-denial and curbing of wrong tendencies. We would die to the old, sinful 
way of living, and live henceforth only for God and heaven. Jesu: by His 
circumcision initiates a spiritual circumcision in our souls, a circumcision 
that we have to carryon and which consists in cutting off all carnal and 
~orldIythoughts, all inordinate and sinful desires, affections and inClina­
tions.· If we want the circumcision of Jesus to take' effect in our 'souts; 
we must cooperate by destroying in ourselves the source of sin> Not oniy 
Ute leaves 'and the branches, but also, and above all, the . roots. 
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A ·GOOD RESOLUTION: 

It is most appropriate that the commemoration of Our Lord's circum­
cisionshould fall on New Year's day. On this first day of the year we. 
make fast resolutions, and just as easily we break them - alI as a matter 
of joke. But life is no joke at alI. Every new year is a period of grace 
wherein we should resolve to reform and pattern our lives more and more 
.according to the spirit of today's Gospel. This is the one resolution' that 
really counts, that is a must; and if only this is formed, it is enough. 
We are going to be more humble, whereby we see our true selves ana the' 
need of God the clearer. We are going to be more obedient to God's 
commands and inspirations, whereby we discern the path of life that ieads 
to Him the surer, the safer and speedier to tread. We are going to mortify 
ourselves more and more with regard' to the love and attractions of things 
here below, in order to grow and increase immeasurably in the love of 
Him Who, for the love of us, was made flesh and dwelt amongst us. 

MOST HOLY NAME OF JESUS (Jan. 5) 

SIGNIFICANCE: 

Eight days after He was born, Our Lord was circumcised according to 
the law, and "His name was called Jesus," which means saviour. As simple 
and sweet as that. ' Yes, but manner in which this sacred name was fulIy 
lived up to for a life-span of thirty-three years was not as simple ,or 
sweet. 

Man alone could work out his own ruin. He could destroy the divine 
friendship and adoption that God had extended to him and bring about death 
and misery and the prospect of eternal damnation. This is exactly what he 
did. But once done, he could not by his own self patch things up again. 
God, out of sheer love and goodness and mercy, took the first step at recon­
ciliation. He commissioned His only begotten Son to come' to !)arth and 
assume a human nature and become like one of us in all things except 
sin, to suffer the penalty of sin and, at the same time, offer up an atone­
Il"ent of infinite value capable of satisfying fully the justice of an infinite 
C Qd. Jesus Christ, the Son of God made Man, fulfilled His commission 
tt , the letter in His sacred person, and in so doing merited fully the name 
'of JesU$ - Saviour - given not by man, but by His eternal Father . . 

WITH RESPECT TO US: 

The name of Jesus, therefore, rings out for us a note of victory and 
lIalvation. In the name ·of · Jesus, God snatched us from the snares 
of Satan and sin, and restored us to His Fatherly embrace. In this holy 
name, the brightness and peace of heaven descended once more upon the 
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world. The bitterness in our lives has been turned to heavenly joy and 
sweetness; for the pains and sorrows that are a consequence of sin 
have been transformed, by virtue of the name of Jesus, into priceless 
means of acquiring greater merit and grace and glory. Jesus means 
the supreme expression of God's love for us. Jesus means that we are God's 
love for us. Jesus means that we are God's adopted children and heaven 
is ours. Jesus spells pardon of our sins, terror to the demons, and cure 
of all evils. Jesus means the one and only key to our eternal home. The 
most holy name of Jesus means, in fine, our supreme, crowning glory 
and eternal happiness. 

OUR NAME: 

All this becomes part and parcel of our lives, nay, our very live~ 
if humbly and sincerely take hold of the Hand that Our Lord and Saviour 
stretches out to us. We too have each a name that was given to us when 
We receIved the saving waters of Baptism, and God cleansed our souls of 
the stain of sin. On a: white piece of paper that is the baptismal certi­
ficate, the officiating priest wrote in indelible ink our individual name. 
On our lily-white soul, at the same time, God stamped the holy name of: 
JESUS, - indelibly? Ah! it was meant to be indelible, but how often 
we expose it to the danger of being scraped off .by negligence or down­
right rebellion. We tend to forget, or be blind to the fact, that there is 
no other name under heaven whereby we may be saved. People are fond 
of repeating that oft-quoted line: "What's in· a name?" What is there? 
Plenty. Let alone those who glory in that· their names were adopted from 
some stage, movie, current and even scandalous personalities, and fashion 
their lives accordingly - far from Jesus and salvation. 

We know, or should know better. If Jesus Christ complied perfectly 
with all the requisites which His name of Saviour implied and had His 
name stamped in our souls, it is that we comport ourselves henceforth as 
the elect, the saved. We shall tread the path to heaven He has traced for t us. A path of humility, obedience, goodness, purity, mercy, poverty, abne­

t gation, patience. A path, however, that has lost the greater part of its, 
original bitterness introduced through sin, and is now a path more of joy 
and love. The bitterness was turned into sweetness for us at Calvary by 
the holy name of Jesus. All names lead to Jesus, as all paths should run 
parallel with His. The name of our patron saint which we receive at 
Baptism means everything to us; it gives us the model we ought to imitate, 
the advocate and protector we should run to, all in order that the holy and 

. sweet name of Jesus may never be erased from our soul. 

May the name of Jesus be always in our hearts and on our lips. May 
our dying breath be: "Jesus, my Lord, my God, my all." 

Rev. TOMAS F. LoPEZ, O.P. 
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' -'THE PLACE OF THE TABERNACLE IN THE ALTAR 

I am plaruning to build an altar in my new church in such 
a way that it is possible forme to say Mass either facing , the 

, Peop~. Since the tabernacle wiU obscure my view from the 
, peOple if I say Mass facing tke people, I have decided to do 
aWay with the tabernacle. I want to make the altar itself the 
~'mQ.cle. , [ ;plannefl' to ma!,e '~ hole in 'the middle of the :altar 
big e,noug h to contatn tke ' Ctbona amd to place a 8tr,dng bronze 
co'Uer that can be easily and conveniently opened. Now my 
p-rplJlern is this: ' 

(1) Is it liturgicaUy sQ'l.lJrl.d and permi88ibleto c,onstruct my 
tabe'T"rllUle this way? 

(2) Tke altar itself and its supports wiU be made of one 
piece 'mOJrble because I want my altar to be a ' con­
secrated altar. Now wiU the hole in tke middle of the 
altar which serves as the tabernacle not be a hirulr'ance 
t,o my altar being a consecrated altar? 

." * * * 

, ,; ,The whole problem gi-avitates around two things: the ' ta­
be~le, and the altar to be consecrated. 

; 1.-' As ''for the tabernacle, aU are familiar with the , some­
what strange ideas, that have been advanced lately; not.,ibly in 
Europe, and in some isolated cases over here, in the Philippines. 
Some would want it suspended over the altar, others altogether 
a'partfrom the altar, and, others, again advance unusual forms; 
and in the case presented, still another form is contemplated. ' 

~:" I think the best way to obtain the right criterion for the , 
formulation of the answer will be to take recourse to the Instruc­
tions of.. tke Sacr~4 .. Congregation or Rites, "De Forma et Usu 



Tabernaculi", dated June 1,1957 (A.A.S .• 49 (1957),425-426)., 
Let me cite here some of the pertinent provisions: . 

~ 0,' • 

.. , :. 

"1. Normae a Codice Iuris Canonici circa Ss. Eucha­
ristiam asservandam ' statutae . (cann. 1268, 1269) · 
sancte religioseque servandae sunt; . nec omittant 
locorum Ordinarii de ha.cl'e sedulo .. invigilare. 

2. Tabernaculum adeo firmitercum altare coniungatur, 
ut inamovibile fiat. Regulariter in altari maiori 
collocetur. nisi aliud venerationi cultui tanti Sacra­
menti commodius et decentius videatur, id quod or­
dinarie contingit in ecclesiis cathedralibus, collegia­
tis aut conventualibus, in quibus functiones chorales' 
peragi solent; vel aliquando in maioribus sanctuariis; 
ne propterpeculiarem fidelium devotionem ergl1 
obiectum veneratum .. summus Iatriae cultus Ssmo. 
Sacramento debitus obnubiletur ... 

#. In ecclesiis, ubi unicum exstat altare, hoc . nequit· 
ita aedificari, ut sacerdoscelebret populum versus; 
sed super ipsum altare, in medi<>, poni debet taber­
naculum adasservandam Ssmam. Eucharistiam; .ad 
normam legum liturgicarum constructum, forma et 
mensura tanto Sacramento omnino dignum . . . 

7. Tabemaculum, quoad formam; stilo altaris et 
ecclesiae conveniat; ab illis . usu hucusque receptis 
haud nimis discrepat; non reducatur ad speciem 
capsae, ' sed verum habitacu,lum , Dei cum hominibus 
quodammodo repraesentet; non ornetur symbolis vel 
figuris inusitatis, vel quae fidelium admirationem 
moveant, vel erronee interpretari llossint, v~l quae 

. relationem ad Ssm urn. Sacramentum non habeant. 
8. Districte vetantur tabernacula eucharistica extra ip­

sum altare posita, ex. gr. in apriete, aut ad latus, 
vel retroaItare, aut in aediculis seu columnis ab 
altari separatis. . 

9. Contraria consuetudo, sive quoadmodumEuchari­
stiam asservandi,sive quoad formam tabernaculi, 
praesumi nequit, nisi agatur de ~onsuetudineceI;1te- > , 

naria 'vel iminemo'rabili (Call. 63, §2); uti ;ex. gr. in 
. casu quorundam tabetnactilorum ad modum turris' 
vel aediculis aedificatorum; hae , tamen formae re-
produci nequeunt." , 

In the light of these directives, I believe the answer to the 
first .questionshould' be in ' the "n6fP1,tive. It is not liturgically 
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sound and permissible to construct the tabernacle by making .. ' 
hole in the middle of the altar itself though it is big enough 
to contain the ciboria and that a strong bronze cover that can 
be easily and conveniently opened. 

Because in this case, the tabernacle will be just a simple 
box or case which is precisely what the instruction No.7 ex­
pressedly prohibits - and not as a real place or "domicilium -
Christi praesentisin Eucharistia", which is the real liturgical -­
symbolism of the tabernacle (crr. H. SCHMIDT; S.I., lntroductio 
in Liturgiam Occidentalem. Romae, 1960, p. 694). The logical 
corollary of this principle is that the tabernacle should be con­
structed in a worthy and decorous manner - not too small, Dot 
too hidden, so that it can not be clearly distinguished or see; It 
must be placed in an elevated position so that the faithful can 
easily know. upon entering the church. where the Blessed Sacra­
ment is. (lnStructio S.C. de Sacr. , 26 mart, 1929). 

The adverb "super" in instruction No.4. should be noted 
also. The tabernacle - understood to be distinct from the 
altar-, must be placed "on" the middle of the altar. not "in" 
the altar, as the Reverend Father contemplates to do. Does 
this not obstruct the view of the faithful in a mass populum 

. ve.rsus? Obviously it does; and I believe this is precisely the 
reason why the S.C. of Rites rules: "In ecclesiis, ubi unicum 
exstat altare, hoc nequit ita aedificari, ut sacerdos celebret -­
populum versus" (No.4) . 

Let it be noted in passing that the mind of the Church 
regarding the tabernacle's form is that it should not differ 
greatly from the traditional form: "Tabernaculum, quoad for­
mam ... ab ilIis usu hucusque receptis haud nimis discrepet". 
(No.7). 

2.-Regarding the second question, I believe that the hole 
to be made in the middle of the altar would not constitute a 
hindrance for its consecration for the simple reason that the 
table of the altar still remains "integra", a single natural 
stone (c. 1198, §1). The fact that a hole is madein the centre 
of the table does not affect the integrity of the marble but 
rather its natural form. 

FR.LEONARDO Z. LEGASPI, O.P. 
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.MARRIAGE BEFORE THE JUSTICE OF THE PEACE OR 
A NON-CATHOLIC MINISTER 

Here in the Province it oftem happens that the missionary 
comes across catholic couples who were married before the jU8'­
tice of the peace or a non-catholic minister during the war yeOJ1'S 
when no catholic priest CQuld be reached for many months. The 
fact is that these people were completely ignorant of the p~ 
visions of c.l098 for such circumstances. They married before 
the jU!~tice of the peace or a non-catholic minister just "because 
no catholic priest was available. Can we consider such mar~ 
riages valid in the eyes of the Church according to c.l098? 
If not, please explain minimum conditions required for validity. 

* * '* * 
If marriage can not, without serious inconvenience, be con­

tracted according the ordinary form (c.1094)", then the obliga­
tion to observe it ceases, giving way to an extraordinary form 
applicable to exceptional cases, (c~ 1098). In order that this 
extraordinary form of marriage may be licitly and validly used 
certain conditions are required by law. The postulated require­
ments to be verified in the case are the following: 

1. Unavailabity of a "qualified" witness for marriage.­
The assisting priest alone is a "qualified". witness, the others 
being "testes communes". The testimony of the qualified wit­
ness weighs more and is to be given preference over that of 
the other witnesses. This condition is fulfilled when, without 
serious inconvenience, neither the couple can reach the pri~st . 
entitled ,by law to assist at the marriage (c. 1094), nor can the 
priest go to the parties to preside over the marriage ceremony: 
"parochus vel loci Ordinarius vel delegatus sine gravi incom-

. . modo haberi vel adiri nequeat", (c. 1098). 
The impossibility of having or of getting a qualified wit­

ness must be actual, moral and personal. It must affect both 
parties in the matter of having a priest or either party in get­
ting to the priest. The impossibility needs no longer to be local. . 
The law postulates a serious inconvenience which will not exist 
if the impossibility is only local, not personal, (&R.R. Deci­
siornes, XVIII, 289) . . The impossibility likewise needs not to 
be physical but merely moral. Even if the qualified 'Priest were 
physically present, as long as he can not assist at the marr.iage 
"sine-gravi incommodo," we can really speak of a true impossibil .. 
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ity, (A.A~S., XXIII, '338). ' Finally the impossibilitymust ,be 
actual, i.e. when the priest is "hic et ,nunc" unavailable for the 
marriage. ' 

2. The "q'lUllified" witness' absence forsecm to last for a 
month . .,-The legislator assumes that once everything is ready 
for thewedding it would constitute a great inconvenience for the 
Couple to wait for a month. The certainty required is not that 
brand of absolute certainty which even excludes the possibility 
of error. It must be ba~d on human judgment, and JlO all we 
can expect here is that moral certainty that proceeds from a 
prudent and diligent investigation of the facts, what at times 
could even prove to be erroneous, (A.A.S., XVII, 583). 

The reckoning of the , month must start from the moment 
the couple is really ready to marry. The ceremony "coraDl 
solis testibus" may be perfonned any time during the month 
once . the couple have been morally ascertained of the unavail­
ability of the priest. " 

3. Exchange of matrimonial consent in the presence of two 
witnesses.-The law does not lay down any conditions regarding 
the persons who are to act as wItnesses. It &imply demands 
that they meet the requirements of natural law Le. that they, 
be able to testify about the marriage which will take place in 
their presence. The framing of the law, therefore, does not 
exclude civil officials and non-catholic ministers from acting 
as witnesses in the catholic marriage as long as they are . able 
to bear testimony of the matrimonial consent exchanged by the 
parties. It makes no difference whether they act in their official 
capacity or simply as private persons. The law merely considers 
them as ordinary witnesses disregarding their official position, 
(S.R.R. Decisiones, XXIII, 474). Therefore in a non-catholic 
or civil ceremony if there were present at least one other witness 
besides the non-catholic or civil official while the matrimonial 
consent is exchanged, the marriage could be valid according to 
c.1098 since the marriage was contracted "coram testibus". The 
Church has often and officially recogniZed as valid, marriages 
entered into under such extraordinary cricumstances. This was 
the case, for instance, in Gennany (1906), Spain (1936) .... 
This practice does not imply that a civil or non-catholic union 
is canonized by the Church. It is the valid marriage that hap­
pens to be "civil" or "non-catholic" in its form. ' 
, The fact that the parties completely ignored the provisions 

of c. 1098 or even erred thinking that a marr'iage contracted 
, civilly under those circumstances would be invalid did not in 
'any way affect the validity of their. consent. First of all "sci en- ' 



tio out opinio nullitatis matrimonii consensum matrimonialem 
non ~cludit", (c. 1085). Secondly, as the ignorance of the 
law about the existence of a diriment impediment or the need 
of canonical form does not excuse ,a couple from entering into an 
invalid union, so the ignorance of the existence of an extra­
ordinary form of marriage does not constitute a hindrance to its 
validity, (c. Ii). The Church simply demands that the marital 
consent be naturally valid, and then by operation of the law that 
consent is recognized as juridically efficacious not withstanding 
the intention and the will of the contracting parties. 

Solution: Those couples who mf1rried during the war years 
before the justice of the peace ora non-catholic minister under 
the circumstances referred to by our consultant, should in no 
way be disturbed as to the validity of their union. Theirs is a 
true, and real marriage "coram Deo et coram Ecclesia" since 
all the requirements of the extraordinary form of marriage, 

, seem to have been complied with. ,' The query itself states that 
at the time "no catholic priest could be ' reached for many 
months." We assume too, though nothing is said by our cor­
respon,dent, that the matrimonial consent was exchanged "coram 
testibus". ,One witness will suffice, the other being the civil 
Official or minister itself. " 

The fact that the marriage was' contracted in a civil or 
non-catholic ceremony does not militate against its validity. 
Perhaps the exchange of matrimonial consent before a civil of­

'ficial or a non-catholic minister was the most practical way to pro­
ceedat the time. Both of them are qualified ministers by civil 

, law to solemnize civil marriages, which all the more make them 
more competent when it comes to bear witness. ' 

After the marriage has been contracted, the law imposes 
a , serious obligation on both the witnesses and contracting par.;. 
ties, to report the marriage as soon as possible so that it can' 
be .en.tered in the prescribed books, (c; 1103,3). This solicitude 

" israiher necessary on account of the danger of subsequent mar·' 
, riages ' and of the danger that the offspring ' be considered illi­
gitimate, if the marriage is not properly registered. 

REV~F. TESTERA, O.P. 
.' '''"! 

1. ; 
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Council Hall- Second Session. -
When the 2,000 bishops returned 
to Rome for the second session of 
the Ecumenical Council they found 
little changed in the Council hall 
in SIt. Peter's basilica. 

For the past 10 months the 
great banks of seats that line both 
sides of the nave have been blocked 
from the public, which has been 
forced to funnel around into the 
side aisles ,of the huge church ., to 
reach ~the main altars. 

The seats were left as they had 
been on the opening day of the 
Second Vatican Council on Octo­
ber 11, 1962, because to dismantle 
them last December and rebuild 
them again to be ready for the 
opening of the session on Septem­
ber 29 would have been extrava­
gantly expensive. 

Or.-Iy once since the first session 
closed have the seats been occu­
pied - on the day when the late 
Pope John XXIII was awarded the 
Bal~n Peace Prize by President 
Antonio Segni of Italy. 

Since the first session of the 
Council ended last December 8 a 
round-the-clock surveillance has 
been maintained in St. Peter's ba­
silica by papal gendarmes and 
watchmen, even when the church 
is closed at night. Since most of 
the seating arra·ngemen!l:s are made . 
of wood, the danger of fire was· a 
real one. 

Two small changes have been 
noted by Council Fathers who at­
tended the first session. A buz­
zer has been installed on the table 
of the Council presidencJr that the 
presiding cardinal may' indicate 
the end of a speaker's allotted 10 
minutes. The buzzer will be more 
effective than the older method of 
ringir.ga hand bell. 

Also, the tables of the presidency 
have been shifted to the side to 
give an unobstructed view of the 
Altar of the Confession and to 
provide more room for the recently 
expanded board of presidents. 

Aussie Gov't Aids Private Sahool 
Tots.-An Anglican bishop arid a 



Catholic 'education spokesman here 
praised a newly adopted state plan 
for giving $45 yearly allowances 
to parents of children in private 
sdbools. 

The New South Wales state gov­
ernment will give the allowances 
to low income families with chil­
dren'.in the last four years of the 
state's six-year private secondary 
schools, Most private schools in 
the state are Catholic schools. 

. Anglican Bishop J. S. Moyes of 
Armidale said he was delighted 
with the plan. 

I Fr. J. Walker, education direc­
tor for the Catholic Diocese of Ar­
midale, said that the plan would 
help , some children who would 
otherwise leave the secondary 
Schools to stay on. 

"It's the only solution. The 
government should help the pa­
rents instead of the schools," the 
bishop said. "I am very delighted 
tllatat last it has been done." 

OrthQdox Churches AlP'ee to 
TIIeoIoBioal Dialo ..... - The Pan­
Orthodox Convention has unanim­
ously ' accepted the . proposal to 
statt a "theological dialogue" with 
the Caitholic Church. 

The proposal had been made and 
the Convention had been summoned 
by the Ecumenical Patriarch Athe­
nagoras of Constantinople. 

All tire Orthodox Churches ex­
cept that of Greece took part in 
the Convention. 
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Each Church is to be free to de­
cide whether or not to send official 
observers to the Council, 

Crisis 'Coming in Australian Cath­
Olic Eduoation. - Without state 
help the Catholic school system in 
Australia will be reduced to the 
level of training only the wealthy, 
Auxiliary Bishop John Cullinane 
of Canberra and Goulburn said at 
a school dedication here. 

"The time has passed for indulg­
ing in academic denunciations . 
The position is too serious now and 
it is a case of to be or not to be 
for the Catholic schools," he de­
clared. 

"We must ask our local members 
(of Parliament) if they are State 
monopolists and do they want to 
force all children to be educated by 
the state. They can take no middle 
position on this question, they must 
be for or against. We will respect 
them for a frank answer." 

U.N. Rules Against Race Discrini­
Ination. -The importance of get­
ting rid of all racial discrimination 
is intensely and urgently felt on an 
international level. This was 
clearly brought out in the U.N. 
General Assembly's Sociai Com­
mittee, during the long deb~te ­
which preceded its adoption of. the 
Decla'ration on the Elimination of . 
All Forms of Discrimination (Oct. 
28). 

The declaration has now to .. go 
before a plenary session of · the . As~ 
sembly for final approval. 
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, Discussion of the document also 
reflected' .a ' gen:eral confidence, on 
the part of :U.N. delegates, in -the 
moral force a U.N. statement has 
li?i~hI~ving ' respect for a univer­
san¥: recognize,d moral principle. 

" ,Differing, ;concePts off,reedom 
a~d specific llUlguage variations 
respect to one provision inthe de­
Ciarati~n, however, ac\!ourited for 
17 abstentions , in the vote of 89 to 
0, with which the cnmmittee ap­
proved the text as a whole. 

The declaration condemns all dis­
crimination based on race, color or 
ethnic origin as an offense against 
human diginity, a denial of the 
principles of the U.N. Charter, a 
viola'tion of the Universal Declara­
tion of Human Rights, and an 
obstacle to friendly relations among 
peoples. 

,The freedom from racial , bias 
that should , obtain in the , exercise 
of civil rights, in housing, employ­
ment, public facilities, education, 
civil service, public office, and re­
ligion is outlined in 11 articles, 
The importance of teaching and in­
formation in combatting racial pre­
judice and the protection of ,minor­
ities are also written into the do­
cument., Special reference is made 
to the need to eliminate apartheid 
(the absolute se~gationism as 
promoted by the Republic of South 
Africa). ' , 

BishOp Sheen PropoSes New Way 
of Helping MisSions. - Bishop Ful­
ton J. Sheen said here he has pro­
pOsed to the Vatican Council a new 
way ~r' assisting , mis~iop. 'terri­
tories. 

The' Bishop, who is -U.S. n~ti6mi 
director of the Society ' for " tIi¥ 
Propagation of the Faith, tol<l ~ 
audience at the opening of the 3~ 
annual Christian Culture Series: 
here: 

"I am , proposing that insteadl 
of several Vatican congregatiollll: 
handling the Church's mission eft; 
forts, an international commission. 
be established in Rome and be cOJn~: 
posed of Bishops from ali parts ot 
the world ... 

"Sections of this have-notworleJ 
would then be given to natioDaI 
councils of bishops in wealthierna~' 
tion who, in turn, would give 
smaller sections to parishes , and; 
institutions." 

For example, he said, a pariSll 
in a wealthy nation might end up' 
adopting a parish somewhere ellie.: 

Reform of the ' Roman, Curia.'-­
His Holiness the Pope has an:.. 

, nounced his intention of reformiDg , 
the Roman Curia by bringing U~ 

into closer conformity with ~ 
needs of our times. 

The guiding principles of the .le:' 
form are to be the simplificati~ 
and decentralization , of the admin,., 

. istration of the Church. 

The following are some of th~ 
chief methods to be adopted: 

-recruitment ' of curial officiafB 
on a supranational base; . 

' \ 

-'ecumenical' training of otfi~ 
ciaIs; 
" ., " , ', ' ''' ''' ) 

, --'-transference from theCiiriil. .fA 
local bishops of functions thaf caD 



be 'lu'ndted mOre effi~t~~th<~il a 
locill'basis; " • ," ' , 

-assodation ,'of local' • 'bishops 
,with the' work of the , CUl'ja if the 
Council judges this desirable. 
, The Pope made it clear ·that he 

does not regard the reform ~s a 
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cen~re on the work of the Curia 
in pa-st years; He annour;c~d the 
reform ' with, "cordial ' and reverent 
greeting" to a great gathering 'of 
the whole curial stat! and sllid that 
the refoi'm "will be ' formulated and 
promulgated by the Curia itself." 

LOCAL 

New PrelatW'e. - The Apostolic' 
Nunciature has anno~'riced 'the 
creation of the New ' Prelature' 
Nullius ,of Isabella in Basilan City. 

Pope Paul VI named ;Magr. Jose 
Querexeta, CMF, as head , of the 
new pr$ture and Titular Bishop 
ofEr~~: ' ' 

Msgr. Querexeta was born in 
Spain OR Dec. 10, 1921 and or~ 
dained priest on June 9, 1949. He 
came to the Philippines in 1952 
after three years of missionary 
work in China. He worked in Isa­
bella until 1955. From then on un­
til his elevation, he was in Manila 
as superior and procurator of the 
Claretain Fathers. He was also 
a -professor in several colleges and 
spiritual director of the Secular 
Instftute of the Holy Family. 

,The new prelature, formerly a 
part of the Archdiocese of Zam­

' boanga, comprises BasiIan 'City 
and adjacent islands. 

TheOIaBians stage Debate. - The 
Faculty of Sacred Theology of the 
University of Santo Tomas con­
ducted an Academic Session on 

Nov. 4 at 8 :30 a.m. at the Central 
Semin,ary auditorium. 

'The session commemorateu the 
IV centenary of the 23rd general 
assembly 'of' the Council of Trent. 

Rev. Emilio Marquez delivered 
the opening ' remal:kg ' follOWed :by 
a ' discusSion on the Cbuncil ; of 
Trent and the Reformation ' of the 
Seminary made by Rev. Meneleo 
Litonjua and on the Pastoral 
Training in the Seminary by Rev. 
Einesto Ramos. 

Catholic SChools Save Gov't ~.5-
Million YearlY. - Catholic schools 
in the Philippines save the govern­
ment over 6.5 million pesos an­
nually. 

That's how much the govern­
ment would have to spend in ad­
dition to its current outlay for edu­
cation, if it had to pay also for the 
educMion of 115,000 pupils now en-' 
rolled in Catholic elementary 
schools alone. 

According to statisticians of the 
Bureau of Private Schools, the 
government spends about 58 pesos 
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a year per pupil in its own elemen­
tary schools. 

Many Catholic: schools aetually 
spend mueh more. 

But their contribution goes much 
farther. . 

Last school yea'!', Catholic schools 
gave over two millions pesos worth 
of scholarships and discounts to 
deserving students. 

This school year they are educat­
ing about half a million students 
in all levels. 

-li1ew '~"~~ on 
tuition alone. Many are subsiiJi~d 
by religious orders or by diocesan 
or · pcIrochial funds. Some receive 
financial aid from abroad. 

Alide from the main colleges 
and universities in the big eities, 
there are Catho·lic miNion schools 

in remote places like · the Batane&' 
isanl<ls, the Mountain .. PNV'mce,: 
Palawan, ldindoro, and Sulu. 

To educate their students, Gatb-­
olic schools over the ,aril ' have 
invested over P'73 million in ' build­
ings, over P13.9 milli9n in equip:. 
ment. Campus sites alone are 
valued at around '44.7 million. 

Some 824 Catholic schoo)s, in­
cluding seven universities, are to­
day affiliated with the Catholic 
Educational Association of the 
Philippines. 

The CEAP, with offices at 1403 
Colorado, Manila, today represent,S 
the largest Single grcrap of priv­
ate schools in the country. 

Out of every 100 students en­
rolled in private schools, 41 are en­
rolled in Catholic schooll. 



IIII,I~RAPHY 

'tHE CURE D' ARS.-Portrait of a Parish Priest. LanceJot . Sheppard. 
A Ttnfvetsal Book of Burns & Oates, Loildon, l!Jga. 

The author aptly gives some reasons for contributing a biography on 
St. John-Marie-Baptiste Vianney to the mi'lny already existing ones; "In 
the first place, in 1959 occurred the centenary of his death, and it is a 
:f;Utin, moment to consider him afresh in the Jltfit Of the oovel~nt of · 
a hundred years in human thought and the evtflution of ideas!' "Ill" 
general !lense, of course, saints are signs for all times, but in his own way, 
I ~lieve, he has more than at general lesson to offer olir dayif, .•• " "It 
seemed to me that there was raom for a ntooorn life. written for EilIJlillh 
speaking readers ... " 

Thus this book of 176 pages relates yet onee more, the story of the 
remarkable parish priest and saint, but 'with a differenee. Herei the 
author is careful to determine what has rellI1y happened from what eould 
not be ascertained. Another importa·nt thing pointed out is the reason 
why the cure attained sainthood. 1t is not because he did wondel's but 
bee'IlU$e of a life lived in persevering holin~s. 

St. John is portrayed as an exemplary parish priest who despite his 
deep humility could not hide "his persevering efforts, working on his flock, 
the long hours of prayer, self-scourging, self-abnegation, devotion to duty" 
from those who knew him. He did not spare himself,-giving up com­
fort, rest, sleep, food, time, health,-as long as he knew there was some­
thing he COuld do for souls. The ntOst remarkable act of his lite was the 
endlJraflee he sbovVed in sfllly1n~ in the etmtegsiOfial alm6irt Iltwat/ll t~ 
whole day and even night, and quite often despite the fact that he was 
collallSlq frt»\1 fatigue .al'ld HI heitlth: 

He had his Gwn human frailties, however. there were temptations 
and indecisions to be grappled with. Struggle aided by grace overcame 
them. 

M. J. O. 

* * * * 

CORNELIA CONNELLY. By Mother Marie Therese, S.H.C.J.-Burns 
and Oa~s, Loftdon, 19'63. 

Wife, mother, accused by many durin~ her life and after her ~th 
of being an unnatural mother who abandoned her childrett, f01indrelie of 



:l 

734 
. ' 

a world-famous teaching congregation, Cornelia Connelly was one of the'/' 
ninteenth-centurymost tragic and heroic figures. 

This biography of Mother Marie Therese is based on an exhaustive" ;: 
research of the historical commission appointed by the Bishop tQfSouth~"i 

, wark and its assistants. It corrects many mistakes, it fills in the lacunae; ,; 
of the pJ:evious biographies in describing the first part of CQrnelia's me' 
and telis the story of the second part of her life accurately, lucidlyanct ' 
fully for the first time. . ' 

* *, * * 

INTERNATIONAL MORALITY. ' By Alfred de Soras, S.J.-A Faith and, 
Fact Book.' Burns and Oates,LOndon; 1963. 

, , ', 

The threat of thermonuclear war, world hunger and population growth, 
cOlomaHsm, the ' rights 'of small nations, the list of urgent int~rnatio:nal ' . 
problems seems endless to anybody who opens a newspaper. ' .... , 

, In this' book Fr. de Soras provides a cogent and realistic diScussion 
of what the Church's teaching is on ' present problems of inteniationa:l , 
morality, and what it', has to say ilbout problems which may arise in 'the 
future if preEient trendscontjnue.His discussions include the , bases ' of 
Catholic international morality and "historico pl'udential'" conside'ratio~s, 
their relation both to existing organizations such as UNO and to the cold 
war and peaceful coexistence. 

=I< * * * 

ANG }>ITONG RULING WIKA ANG ATING MAHAL PANGINOON. 
By Rt .. Rev. Msgr. Fernando Mempin, D.P.-Bookmark, Manila, 1963. 

This little book contains the sermons of Msgr. Mempin on the Last , 
Seven Words of Jesus Christ upon the Cross. The devotees of the Cross 
",iiI find In this pamphlet an inspiring treatise on the matter. ' ' 

* * * =I< 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS SENT TO THE BOLETIN ECLESIASTICO: 

- Methods of Making the General Examination of Conscience.-Book­
mark. Manila, 1963. 

-::-'Novena f~r Our Dead.-J,3ookmark, Manila, 1962. NQvena in SPllni,sh, 
, Tagalog and English. ' 
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ECunlenIsmo 
"'-EI movimiento ecumenico en el campo protestaDte, 454. 

NIIGafiCm 

":.....Nuncio speaks on :educatiOll, 187. '~La fe Dorma de educacMn para 
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los iovenes, 205. - World educational statistics, 421. - Educacion so­
cial y civi~a en una sociedad de masas, 691. 

ERoyclioa 
-De pace omnium gentium. in veri tate, iustitia, caritate, libertate oon­

sti.tuenda, 261. . 

IEPIPhany 
. -Fifth Sunday after. ., 42. 

fWiiily 
~Family fundamental in education, 680. 

F.t 
-Facultas anticipandi obligationem abstinentiae et ieiunii. pervigiJii 

Nativitatis Domini, 4. 

lIemllet ... 
-Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, 42. - Septuagesima Sunday, 43. -:. 

11-

Sexagesima, 45. - Quinquagesima, 46. - First, Second, Third, Fourth 
Sundays of Lent, 105,. - Passion Sunday, III. - Dominica in Albis; 
167. - Second, Third, 'Fourth, Fifth Sundays -after Easter, 167. ~ 
Sunday after ASCension, 240. - Feast of Pentecost, 241. - Dominica. 
in Albis, 167. - Second, Thicd, Fourth, Fifth Sundays after East&r, 
167. - Sunday after Ascension, 240. - Pentecost, 240. - Third, " 
Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh Sundays afterPellt~cost, 333. - Eight .. ";~ 
nineth. tenth, e)eventhSundays after Pentecost, . 405. - Twelfth, thir­
teenth., fourteenth, fifteenth Sundays after Pentecost, 466. - Six­
teenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth Sundays after Pentecost, 
583.- Mi.<lsion Sunday; Feast. of Christ the King; Feast of allSa.ints; 
Twenty second Sunday after Pentecost, 600. - .Twenty thiI>d, twenty, j 

fourth, last Sundays aeter Pentecost, 664. - ' First, second, third . Sun­
days of Advent, 668. - Fourth Sunda.y .of Advent, 714. 

.::.-De consecratione hostiarum oblitarum (case), 177 . 

.......... nto 
-:::Dispensa del impedimento de disparidad de cultos (case)~ ~45. 

ladul...,.. . '., .; . 
·~Novaeindulgentiae post benedictionem MissM Pontificalia cum 'th~o- " , '. 

no, 135. - Pope John nm grants new indulgences, 254. - Indul-
gentiae apostolicae,686. . 

.... in 
- ... for today, 391 . 

..... Civil 
-Recent decisions: bleaCh of promise to marry, 55. - Property, 55: "'. ' 

Labor, 55. - 8cfJ.ola1'llhips, 119. - Bigam.y; 120. - Student's d~poaits, 
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· 180. - Conspiracy, 180. -.Lahor, 181 . .-.., Labor, 252. - Elections, 
252. - Torrens · ti.tle, ~. - Public officers, . 417 • . -:- Civil procedure, 

· 418. - Damages, 418. - Corporations, 481.., 

'" Lar :PeopI. 
-La tarea de los seglares es 'hacer triunfar en la socl.edad la doctrina 

social cristian3, 491. - The la.ity in the life of the parish, 647. . :~ 

('" ' i;e"t 
~:i~ 

{;~ , 
-First, second, third, fourth Sundays of . . . , 195. 

'Lit UI"8Y , 
-More on rubrics and liturgy (case), 48. - The Council and· the Liturgy',:: 

, . 441. 

Ma",i •• 
-,-Breach of promise to marry, 55. - Sufficient preparation for ni~r:.:-· 

ri.age (case), 117. - U.N. convention on forced marriages, 121. -
Nullitas matrimonii dOMPAL-DICLAO, 317.- - Can the Pope dis­
solve a marriage of two heathens?, 318. - Solemnization of mixed mar­
riage (case), 413. - Los matrimonios rnixtos, 512. - Matrimonio, 

-. familia y conciIio, 590. - Some prohlems arising from a previous ciVIl 
marriage (case), 611. - Sanatio in tadice super formam (case), 678. "­

.i, ' Marriage before the justice of the peace or a Ilon-catholic minister 
(case), 725. 

Masonry 
-The march of phBippine masonry, ' 218. - Masons love the Church, 

378. 

Jlass. 
~De ' additione 'nominis Bti. Jos'eph in Canone Missae, 3 .- De ~bliga-, 

tione oh eleemosynam Missa.rum (c3se), 175. - Epistle and gospel m .... ' 
solemn high Mass (case), 178. - Stipends of binated Masses (case)"''' ' 
341. - Facultas celebrandi Missa.mPoIitifica.leni cum cantu et 'absque ' . 
ministris, 363. - Daily evening Masses (case), 541: . - Facultas ea'" • 
brandiMissam votiv.am Sti. Joseph, 562. -,- , Mass facing the :peopls 
( oase) , 67~. 

MiSSions 
. ;-'E;c~menical diffiqu,lties 

· lW2, 510. - Medical 
680. 

Non.:chrlstian 

in mi.ssi~~ , land'l, 483. l.\Iissions ' Collections 
Missions, 521. Revi~w of missionary positiOQ, 

-Dialogue with the non-christian modern world, 489. 

Orpn" .' 
;c,T4e n:~.Pipe, Organ o~ . .6hrist the ·Kini -·8~minaryl 61. 
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Par"" 
.~De .. divisione 'booorum in ·divisione. teritorii · paraeciarum aliarumque 

personarum moralium, 101. - The laityiri the life of the.-parish,641. 
Parish priest . t,:, 

."" -De obligatioJlibu!!, parochorum (caa,$),54:J. '. 

' P_kIn 
" ' .. 1> - ••• Sunday, 111. 
' tl-
5. · ....... · 

".,,' . .....Peace and christian unity (messap;e), 67. 

Pentecost 
;" ' -Feast of Pentecost (homiletics), 240. -Third, fourth, fifth, sixtll,l \ 

. ,,:; ; .lieventh Sundays after: . . , 833. - Eighth, nineth, tenth, eleventh SUn:' '. '\~k . · ·~ys after ... , 405. - Twelfth thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth SunC 

,;;:;;: ,: days after ... , 466. -Sixteenth, seventeenth; eighteenth, nineteenth 
Sundays after ... , 533. - Twenty second Sunday after .... , . 660. ~ 

. TWenty third, twenty fourth, last Sunday of Pentecost, 664. 

Population 
-Catholic population of the world,56. 

P"" 
-The Church and t'hePress, . 65. - Power o,f the press, 557.; 

...... t 
-Madrid to have seminary for priests for poor areas, 348 . 

. Qulnquageslma 
- ... Sunday, 46. 

AIIOit 
. ". ',: ..,..Efforts against religious intolerance and race preiudices, 
/ . ~. declarations against race discrimination, 255 . 

..... . 

AlQIfDn 
-Needs of religious instruction, 59. - Church, government back religion 

.. proposal, 257 . 

. ;'.:' .... ~ ,: . ' 
.• ~· .' ~The blessing of . ashes, candles and palms in chapels of religious wo-o 

men, ( case), 248: 
· ...... tion 

-The sources of revelation, 162. 

'A_ion 
,.,....EI Papa de la reuniOn, 19. 

lilt .. 
-New ritual for Hungary, 124. 

lioiwY 
-Facultas benedicendi coronas Sacratissimi Rosariio, 644. 



764 

RubricS , , 
~More on rubrics and liturgy (case), 48. - pn rubrics (case)' ,~ 

Queries' on Rubrics (c8.se), 545: I .. ,. ~ 
SchOOlS ' ~ 

-Catholic schools rising to Mindanao challenge, 125. - :d 
Seminary "( ' 

-Excellentissimis Locorum Ordinariis pro IV ab institutis ' seminari': '.: 
tenario rite celebrando, 300, ' - ' Marid to have seminary for p . . '. , . 
poor areas, 348. 

, Separation 
-Exceptions arid defenses to legal separation, 

legal separation, 149. - Jurisdictional conflict in canonical &epa, 
. and civil action, 233, - Civil and ecclesiastical conjug.,l seps' 
, 329. 

Septuaaesima 
_ ... Sunday, 43. 

'8exagesima 
- ... Sunday, 43 . 

. ' SteriHzatiori 
-Repeated cesarean secti9ll ' and st-eriJization ( case) ; 606. 

Stipends • 
-: .. of bina ted Masses (case), 341. ' ". 

Tabernacle 
-The place of the tabernacle in the altar (case), 722. 

Unionl"" 
;-Dificultadespara el unionismo, 76. 

Unity 
-Peace and christian unity, 67. - Protestant leader on 

unity, 255. 

, ~, ~,. 

Vocations 
-Manila campaign for vocations, 188. - Latin America vocations gJ 
~4. - VOOII.tions lH!hind the iron curtain, 549. 

Youth 
-The problem of youth is the problem of r,he youth and t'he hc;>me" 
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