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"Procedamus ... " 
On August 15, 1956, the Decrees of the First Plenary Coun­

il of the Philippines were promulgated. On February 15, 1957, 
t the end of the "vacatio legis" stated in the Decree N.12 of 
he Plenary Council, these decrees will come into force. 

Needless to say, the celebration of a Plenary Council marked 
n important event in the religious and moral life of the Phil­
ppines. The Council has provided a body of laws designed to 
'egulate the more important concerns in the disciplinary life 
f the clergy and Christian people, thus catering for the more 
res sing needs of the Church in this country which, in the last 
alf century, has shown a remarkable development of Catholic 
-itality and organization. The purpose of these laws, like -all 
ther ecclesiastical laws, is ultimately the salvation of souls, 
nd it is to be hop~d that the decrees of the Council will bring 
bout a profound transformation in the life and customs of 
oth individuals · and society, a transformation in the nature 
f an increase in that sanctity and- interior justice which Christ 
rishes to dispense through thE! Church which He founded. In 
his way the Plenary Council will not be merely a passing inci­
ent in the life of the Church but a far-reaching event perpet­
ating itself into the future through the saIlS!tifying effect of 
ts laws. 

If this hope is to be realized, every member of the clergy 
nd faithful must be aware of his own responsibility to observe, 
ith loyal obedience, the tenor and spirit of the decrees which 

he Most Reverend Bishops, "quos Spiritus Sanctus po suit re­
M-e Ecclesiam Dei", (Act. XX 28) with common accord, issued 
fter long study and mature deliberation, and to which the Holy 
ee, after lengthy consideration, has given final recognition. 

The words of the Apostle: "Estote factores legis et non 
uditores tantum" ( Jacob. I 22) should be taken to heart first 
f all by priests. Since priests are · obliged "sanctiorem prae 
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laicis vitam imteriorem et exteriO?'em ducere et . . , ... in exem­
plum excellere" (C.J.C., can. 124), they mus~ be the first to 
know and observe the decrees. It is their duty also to bring 
them to t4e knowledge of the faithful, explaining them and deve­
loping in their people a love and respect for these laws of the 
Church. 

For this reason the Council decrees: "In cursu jU1-iS ca?W­
nici acta et decreta' huius Comcilii Plenarii diserte edoceantur". 
Members of the clergy, whether still in training or already in 
the active ministry, are strongly urged to become familiar with 
these decrees, referring to them frequently for guidance and 
instruction. In their use of the text of the decrees, they would 
do well to follow the injunction of the poet Horace: "Nocturna 
ve1'sate manu, versate diurna". .The priests of the Philip~ines 
must consider the Plenary Courlcll as a complement to the Code 
of Canon Law, of which it is, in great part, but a more specific 
application duly aqapted to the particular needs of the Church 
in this country. Their outlook on the decrees of the Counci 
should be based, with due allowances, on the attitude of the 
Fathers of the Council towards the Code of Canon Law: "Nos 
trae traditum custodiae et vigilantiae, plene se1'vundum cura-­
bimus". (Decree N.9). 

The priests of the Philippines will recall that they mus 
give an account to God of thei!' observance of the laws of th 
Council, just as they must answer regarding the spiritual lif 
of the souls entrusted to them. "Ignorantia legis non excusat' 
if this ignorance is due to culpable neglect. Let them give spe 
cial attention to the norms concerning the administration 0 

the Sacraments, divine worship, preaching, the administraUo 
of temporal goods, and their obligation to correct the "praeci 
pua fidelium vitia", In particular they should be:: concerne 
with the articles of Titulus II, concerning priestly sanctity, mill(l 
ful that personal sanctity is the secret of success in the aposbli 
ministry. 

Recalling with deep satisfaction the readiness with whic 
the Most Reverend Ordinaries devoted themselves to the labor 
ious task of formulating the individual decrees of the Council 
we can feel assured that they, the authors of the laws, kno, 
also how to be their watchful guardians "in aedificationem Cor, 
poris CMisti" (Eph. IV 12). 

+EGIDIO V AGNOZZI 
Archbishop of Myra 

Apostolic Nuncio 



SECC ION OFICIAL 

SANTA SEDE 

Mensaje de S.S. el Papa pro XII 

L EGUNDO CONGRESO EUCARI TICO NACIONAL DE FILIPINA . 

Two year almost to the day have passed, Vener.able 
retheren and dear children of the Philippine Republic, since 

ast we shared with you over the air waves, the delights of 
ithe family reunion at your lovely island home in the South 

acific. During these intervening months laden with all their 
ltel'nating human anguish, laborious reconstruction and even 
eroic resistance to the powers of darkness, the Lord's com- . 

fllunity of peoples has hoped and endured much in every conti­
ent, your own not least among the courageous contenders for a 
hristian peace. 

What solace, then, it brings to the heart of the Vicar of 
hrist, at another critical moment in the history of salvation, 

o find you united again tonight around the altar of the Most 
igh, "lowly bowed in adoration" before the uplifted Host 

Tantum ergo Sacramentum)! As your Second National Eu­
haristic Congress draws to its end, once more you have trans­
ormed your Luneta, as it were, into one vast living ostenso­
ium, and Manila Bay resounds with the perennial supplica­
ion of Mother Church to her divine Founder and Sustainer: "0 
ictim, Who hast saved us, and reopened Heaven's gate, the 

tl'uggle still is fierce : be Thou our strength, Thine aid bes-
ow!" (0 Salutaris Hostia). . 

Surely nothing but an alert Christian instinct,kindled and for­
ified thorugh these four hundred years ·of your Catholic witness 
ombat in the East, could have led you to entrust this year your 
recious contribution to the Church's prayer and planning "for a 
etter world" to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. These days of prayer­
ul study and discussion, guided by Our dear Son, the Cardinal 
egate, and graced by the presence of so many of YO,ur civil 
nd religious leaders, cannot fail to point the lesson, for all 
o heed, that you are the members of a living Christ, and not 
erely the jealous guardians of a pious Christian memory or 

radition; that the better world, for which the nations are 
earning, will be born and nourished of His 'sanctifying and 
ealing grace, or it will not come to birth at all; that victory 
or ~ivine and human values in the global struggle for men's 
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souls is assured to those alone who are loyal to His cause and 
obedient to His commands. 

Better for than words or song, your Christian deeds will 
show your trust in His Eucharistic Presence. He is the sac­
ramental bond of your Filipino unity. Within 'the sanctuary 
of your homes, in the hearts of your boys and girls, in the pri­
vate and public institutions of your country, He must be 
counted the silent and ardent Associate of your work and your 
worship, as you have so nobly acknowledged this week by a 
triple consecration to His Sacred Heart. His is the abiding 
Spirit that would animate your schools and athenaeums and 
universities, your missions for the afflicted, your Catholic Ac­
tion, your institutes of social order. 

Who then will complain that the burden of your Congress 
resolutions is too heavy, the ideal too high for a frail, isolated 
people to achieve? You are not frail as long as He sustains 
you. Spurn this all too seductive myth of isola,tion, while all 
the infinite resources of His body and blood, soul and divinity, 
are yours for the asking! Trust in His Eucharistic power, 
and see that it is made daily more abundantly availa,ble by the 
generous gift of your sons to the priesthood and religious life. 
Put ye on Christ (efr. Eph. 6, 11), and so do battle, not only 
for Him, but through Him, with Him, and ill Him (Canon of 
the Mass) against the forces of sensuality and godless mate­
rialism threatening today so much that your nation holds price­
less in its heritage. Possessed of the divine fire He came to 
stir and spread, what child of His could dare be neutral, or 
yield to lure of a selfish, narrow nationalism, while the very 
conscience of mankind is being assaulted and defiled? The 
enemy of all that is called God does not disarm; but neither 
does He! In the inevitable hour of trial and temptation, let 
His Blessed Sacrament, devoutly and frequently received, make 
you strong with the strength of the Lord God of Hosts! 

Such reliance on the invincible power of Christ in your 
hearts and homes cannot but confirm your trust in His Eu­
charistic prbmises. Has He not richly rewarded already his 
faithful followers among you during these last decades of spiri­
tual and material ruin, mingled with its measure of triumphan~ 
sanctity? Amid so much evidence of your restored nationa 
vitality in the political, social and economic realms, must We 
not see one more prodigious sign of Our Lord's eternal fidelit 
to His own (efr. Psalm 116, 2) in your twenty-two new semi­
naries, rising, thanks to the tenacious devotion and sacrifice 0 I 
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your ,Episcopate and laity, above the devastation of a cruel 
wa'r7 

Close by this throbbing harbour of your Capital City, fi­
nally, Our Cardinal Legate is to bless tomorrow evening the 
cornerstone of one more Repository for your nation's prayer 
and toil, its joy and pain of the coming years, dedicated to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus. Let a trembling world be reassured, 
let the Mother Church of the nations and the ages be heartened, 
by this crowning public proof of your faith in the Presence, 
the Power, the Promises of your Eucharistic King! 

* * * 

Y ahora, para terminar, dos palabras, todavia, en una 
engua para vosotros conocida, que en estos momentos solemnes, 

INos ha parecido oportuno utilizar, no solo POl' 10 que ella su­
one en vuestra gloriosa historia, sino tambien, y mucho mas, por 

o que ha significado como elemento providencial para la evan­
gelizacion de un g.ran pueblo - el vuestro-, cuya especial 
wocaci6n parece sel' la de abanderado mayor del Evangelio y 
e la Cl'UZ en ,esas playas extremas del mundo abiertas, como 
na promesa, a las inconmensurables extensiones del Pacifico. 

Si Venerables Hermanos y amados hijos; en medio de 
na humanidad que se diria en plena fermentacion; en una 
poca en que los periodos hist6ricos se amontonan a tal velo­
idad que mas que sucederse parece que se empujan y se arro­
an; en un tiempo en que por todas partes y ahi mismo ; en 
uestl'O derredor, se tiene la impresion de que los pueblos se 
onmueven, se agitan, piden, exigen y quieren hacer escuchar 
u voz; la naci6n Filipina Nos parece que tiene una mision a la 
ue no podra faltar, pero a la que tampoco conseguira ser fiel, 
i previamente no se reafirma bien en sus seculares cimientos 
obre la roca viva de la Verdad, como una columna que busca 

fondo en esos abismos insondables del Pacifico, para que 
ego se pueda edificar sobre ella un templo grandioso al ver­

adero Dios, bajo cuyas bovedas haya lugar para todos esos 
ueblos, que, como jardin frondoso en primavera, van sUl'giendo 
n ,medio de ese mar amplio, generoso y bravio. 

Elementos de esa solidez seran la caridad mutua que os 
emostrareis en la vida social donde la disminuci6n de las dis­
ancias que separan a las diversas categorias servira para es­
rechar vuestra union; el interes que pondreis en defender la 
stabilidad de la familia y la educacion cristiana de vuestras 
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futuras generaciones; la fidelidad a vuestras viejas tradiciones, 
entre las que destacan necesariamente el rezo cotidian.o del San-. 
to Rosario y la frecuencia de Sacramentos. Frutos de esta, 
serlin la energia vital para rechazar las novedades impregna­
das de materialismo, sensualidad e indiferentismo ; el verdade-
1'0 sentido universaly cat6lico, especialmente en vosotros donde 
se pueden admirar los preciosos resultados de esas tres corrien­
tes que son el sana indigenismo, aut6ctono, el recio catolicismo, 
y el espiritu abierto; el pujante dinamismo y al amplia gene­
rosidad y comprension que son acaso las caracterfsticas de las 
potentes influencias modernas que experimentais ; y finaim~nte, 
el sincero amor a la Iglesia y a su servicio, especialmente fo­
mentando las vocaciones eclesiasticas y religiosas, cuya necesi­
dad tanto sentls. Haciendo as!, sereis dignos de conservar no 
solo 10 que fuisteis siempre, sino tambien los autenticos artifices 
de see Mundo Mejor que vuestro presente Congreso os habra 
ensefiado a edificar en la escuela de ese divino Coraz6n que 
acabais de adoral', fuente verdadera de todo bien, manantiaJ 
inagotable de toda gracia, principio seguro de todo progreso, 
base firmisima de toda s6lida edificaci6n, consuelo cierto de 
todas las almas; alimento indispensable de vida, luz radiante 
del mundo entero, iman y centro irresistible· de todos los cora­
zones. 

i-Que vuestra consagraci6n a EI no sea una formula vacia, 
sino una realidad fecunda! i Que pronto podais repetirla en 
el magnifico Santuario, que vuestra filial piedad quiere dedi­
carle! Y que El os haga, en esta nueva fase de vuestra his­
toria, tan grandes, tan beneficos, tan dichosos y, sobre todo, 
tan buenos cristianos, como vuestro padre el Papa, que tantos os 
ama, de todo corazon os desea! 

Prenda de tantas gracias y prueba del especialisimo afec 
to que os profesamos, quiere ser la Bendici6n Apost6lica que, 
de to do coraz6n, os otorgamos. 
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The Christmas Discourse of His Holiness, Pope Pius XII 
to the Faithful and .to the Whole World 

(December 23, 1956) 

Radiomensaie del Santo Padre con motivo de la 
Fiesta de Navidad de 1956. 

Christmas Greetings. 

El mensaie de Navidad ha de seT mensaie de veT­
dad y tmnquilidad pam los hombres de hoy mas ne­
cesitados quiza de seguridad. y ve1'dad que los de tiempo 
alguno. 

The inexhaustible mystery of the Nativity of Our Lord 
s about to be proclaimed once again to men on earth, who 
oday, perhaps more than ever, are athirst for truth and secu­
ity. The mysterious brightness which shone forth on the Holy 
ight from the humble manger of the Son of Mary, and the 

horus of angels announcing peace, brought to new life in 
ouls by the splendour and melody of the sacred rites, are 
enewinz for men of today, who have been deluded by so many 
alse hopes, the divine invitation to seek clearness of vision in 
he mystery of God, and in His love, true life. Mayan men 
e able to accept the heavenly invitation and, with the trust-
g sincerity of the shepherds to whom the mystery of Christ­
as was first revealed, say in their turn: "Let us go over to 
ethlehem, and let us see this that has come to pass which the 
rd has showed to us." (Luke 2/ 15) The present generation, 

ke those which have preceeded it, and certainly knew the 
rture. of unknown truth and the anguish of terrifying events, 

'ould turn from the crib of the Redeemer glorifying and prais­
g God, because in Christ they too have their only Saviour. 

Let this, therefore, dear sons and daughters, be the Christ­
as greetings which Our fatherly heart, saddened but not cast 

O\Vll, intends to express to you this year, in which threatening 
orms have returned to cast their shadows over the horizons 

f peace. To men terrified anew, who are peering into the 
arkness in search of a faint glimmer of light and tranquility, 
ch as may soothe their tortured spirit in the deep contradic-

f:

0n of the present age, We point to the divine manager at 
ethlehem whence reechoes again that message of certain hope: 
Erunt prava in dire~ta, et aspera in vias planas"-"the crooked 
all be made straight and the rough ways plain." (Luke 3/ 5) 
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The Contradiction which presses on mankind to-day . ....., 
La contradiccion que cons trine allwmbre de hoy as 

la confianza de creerse wn nuevo creador y el desaliento 
de sentirse fracasado en organizar un minima de bie­
nestat. 

It is beyond doubt that the weight of a flagrant contra- . 
diction presses down the human race in the 20th century, as 
if striking it in its pride: on the one hand, there is the confi­
dent expectation of modern man, fashioner and eye-witness 
of the "second technical revolution", that he can create a world 
of plenty, in wealth and goods, a world freed from poverty and 
uncertainty. On the other hand, there is the bitter reality in 
the long years of grief and ruin, with the resulting fear -
become greater in these last months - of not succeeding in 
founding even a mere modest beginning of harmony and last­
ing peace. Something, then, is not preceding aright in the in­
ternal scheme of modern life; an essential error must be sap­
ping its foundation. But where is that concealed? How and 
by whom can it be corrected? In a word, will modern man 
succeed in overcoming, especially within himself, that depress­
ing contradiction of which he is the author and the victim? 

Christian attitude to this situation . 

. La actitud cristiana ha de ser la confianza en la 
sol'ucion mediante las principios de la te revividos. 

Christians are convinced that they can overcome it by re­
maining firm on the foundation of nature and faith, by means 
of a courageous and prudent reassessment of the values in 
question,· and primarily of the inner values. Their realism, 
which takes account of the entire universe and does not dis" 
regard the experience of the past, persuades them that the 
are not in much less favorable conditions than were their an 
cestors who, likewise by means of their faith, succeeded i 
overcoming within themselves, the contradictions of their ow 
time. They are convinced that the very contradiction of toda 
demonstrates conclusively the deep cleavage between life and 
Christian belief, and that it is necessary, before all else, to 
cure this evil. 

Attitude of those without religion. 

La actitud de los hombres sin fees por el cont'rario 
es creer que hombre dejado sin Dios y sin religion en-
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contrara al fin de sus tecnicas una soluci6n. Hay que 
volver a Belen. . 

Very different, on the other hand, is the opinion of not a 
few others, who, exasperated by the contradiction, but reluc­
tant to surrender the dream of the omnipotence of man, wish 
to submit to revision those values over which they have no 
power and which elude the control of man's free choice, such as 
religion and natural rights. In supstance, it is the opinion 
which they hold and teach, namely, that the fundamental con­
tradiction of our time can be removed by man himself, with­
out God and without religion. It · will not be excluded, they 
say, until modern man, at once creator and creature of the 
technical age, advances right to the end of his new road. And, 
they add, he must persist in the work already begun of ex­
tending his power over being, without imposing limits, and 
without having regard to religion and to the idea of man and 
the world which is derived from that. To halt in that way 
in the middle of the road, or in search of some kind of com­
promise between religion and technical mentality, they declare 
to be the basic error and the root of the present-day contra­
diction. In other words, they reject the invitation of heaven 
to come to Bethlehem, where - and where alone - man can 
jearn "what has come to pass, and what the Lord has showed 
to us", that is, reality complete and objective as it concerns 
us. 

But the man of the "second technical revolution" cannot 
thrust aside the call of God without aggravating the contradic­
tion and its consequences. The invitation to truth and the 
promise of "peace on eal'th" retain their force for him also. 
Bowed sown in adoration before the manger of the Man-God, 
he \vill see the whole truth, and consequently, the harmony of 
his universe. In the Sop. of God made man he will nssuredly 
recognize the dignity of human nature, but also its limits; 
he \vill recognize that the deep meaning of human lif(· and of 
the wodd does not rest on calculated formulae an9. laws, but 
on the free act of the Creator; he will be convinced that then 
only will he possess, in a true sense, "light" and "life" when 
he binrls himself, as to something absolute, to the truth which 
shone forth for the first time in its , fullness at Bethlehem. 
Concerning this threefold recognition We intend now to speak 
with you. ' 

I 
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, I. DIGNITY AND LIMITS OF HUMAN NATURE 

Knowledge and acceptance of Human Nature. 

El primer paso es conoce1' aceptar la nat7.traleza 
humama, con su origen destino e historia. 

The first step towards the interior victory over today's 
contradiction begins from the awareness and acceptance of 
human reality in its full extent. On the road towards tb.e 
full grasp of this truth, on which ancient opinion expressed it­
self with difficulty, the believer moves more easily, since faith 
makes smooth his path by removing prejudices and impedi­
ments such as are the lack of faith of th'e sceptic or the short­
sightedness of the Rationalist, which prevent all progress 
towards the light. With a mind free and open to all possible 
greatness, the Christian has only to bow before the crib of 
Bethlehem to learn the truth about human nature, summed up, 
2.S in a visible synthesis, in the new-born Son of God. 

The origin, the nature, the destiny, the history of man 
are bound up in that Infant, in the very fact of His birth 
among us. His infant cries are like the account of our history, 
without the knowledge of which the nature of man would 
remain an impenetrable enIgma. 

Strength and weakness of human nature. 

El poder can que el homb1'e fue c1'eado y la debilidad 
en que se encuentra. 

In fact, before the cradle of the Redeemer , the believer 
knows the original goodness and power of man, a gift through 
grace which was not due to him, in the happiness of Paradise. 
But he meditates also on his weakness. This weakness first 
manifested itself in the , sin of our first parents and became 
then the sorrowful heritage which accompanied man - ever 
increased by other sins - in every part on earth which had 
become almost hostile to him. 

Original Sin. 

El pecado original le arranc6 la gracia y los dones 
de Dios, y su capacidad para 1'egi1' los destinos de 8U 
historia, bien que no fuera destr7.tida, qued6 condena­
da al vaiven insegura entre la vida y la mUe?'te 
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Pausing for a moment to examine his power, the "Christian 
knows that man's dominion over nature and its forces, this 
also a gift of divine grace, was to have been exercised only for 
the benefit and not the danger of human society whose story, 
again a gift of God's grace, would have begun without oppres­
sion of narrow misery, but in the free , development of its pow­
ers under conditions favourable to their fullest and noblest 
progress. At the same time the adorer of the newly born Son 
of God knows also that original sin and its consequences deprived 
man not of his dominion over the earth, but rather of security 
in the exercise of that dominion. He knows also that with 
the we:ikness which followed the first sin, man's capacity and 
destiny to form history were not destroyed, but that man would 
advance along life's path with sorrow, that his life would be a 
mL~ture of confidence and anguish, of wealth and misery, of 
success and failure, of life and death, of security and uncer­
tainty until the ultimate decision is given at the gate of 
eternity. 

The work of the Redemption. 
La obra d ela 1'endencion es devolve1'le la amistad 

de Dios y tam bien las !ue1'zas par a domina1', si no 
siempre exte1'iormente, al memos inte1"i01'mente el des­
orden causado PO?' el pecado. 

N ear the cradle of the newborn Son of God, the believer 
not only finds his past and the present condition of his nature, 
but he sees his new destiny, the work of infinite love, and 
how he can regain his lost glOl'y, He knows in fact that 
in that cradle lies the Saviour, - truly human and truly di­
vine - his Redeemer Who came among men in order to heal 
the mortal wO.1lnds inflicted on their souls by sin, to restore to 
him the dignity of his divine sonship and to confer on· him the 
forces of grace that he might conquer, if not always exteriorly, 
at least interiorly, the general disorder caused by original sin 
and made worse by personal sin. 

Dignity of Human Nature and its Limits. 

La dignidad humana tiene sus limites, 1)01' lo mis-
117,0 que Dios al crear no hizo el meior universo absolu­
tamente, posible. Por eso el cristiano ha de busca1' 
todos los medios de resolver sus p"oblemas; pe1'O debe 
tener conciencia de los limit'es de su poder y buscar el 
suplemento en la religion. 
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Moreover this internal victory, for wlYich divine grace is 
indispensible, the Christian perfects through a knowledge of 
true nature redeemed by Christ, of his limitations. 

See him at work, and how he knows how to avail himself 
of this knowledge of the "truth which makes men free" (Luke 
8/ 32) and as the support of life even when difficult and fatal 
circumstances defy its external conquest. 

A Christian put in similar circumstances, which very often 
cause others to rebel against life itself, does not demand or 
desire from God anything that is not in keeping with· the 
absolute wisdom and goodness of the divine will. And while 
he finds it reasonable and just that God should not be obliged 
to create the best possible world, he finds comfort in the 
thought that the same God, Who is a loving Father, will not 
allow Himself to be guided in giving out graces and helps 
to men except by the infinite holiness and justice of His all 
benevolent will, whose one aim is that all men might be able 
in freedom to attain their eternal destiny. 

How then ought the believer to comfort himself before 
the painful contradiction which weighs heavy on the modern 
world and of which We were just speaking? Although he 
should be in the happy possession of all the means suitable 
for dominating it in his own interior life, he is not permitted 
nor ought to be permitted to exempt himself from contributing 
to its solution externally. However, the first obligation of a 
Christian would be to persuade man of today not to look on 
human nature with a systematic pessimism or with a gratui­
tuous optimism, but rather to recognize the real dimensions of 
his power. Morover he will try to make his contemporaries 
- men of this second technical revolution - understand that 
it is not necessary for them to free themselves from the yoke 
of religion in order to solve this contradiction and not feel 
its effects. On the contrary Christian religion places the con­
tradiction under that light which knows how to separate the 
truth from the false, and to offer to as many as suffer its 
oppression the only solution possible without shock or ruin. 

False Notion of Sin and its Consequences. 

En el modo de pensar del hombre mode7'no hay 
un falso concepto del pacod y sus consecuencias que 
cree simples estados debidos a falta de conocimiento 
nautmlmente asquible y practicable, ni mas ni menos 
que un experimento cientifico. 
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To fulfill this · obligation with enlightened charity, it is 
~itting that the Christian know in a very concrete manner 
~an's way of thinking, which is far from realistic in its atti­
it. ude towards sin. While they do not tolerate the concept of 
sin - either original or personal - in the systems of their 
~orld, yet on the other hand they cannot close their eyes to 

~
he experience that man is prone to fall also morally, they 
scribe the perverse inclinations only to morbid sickness, to 
'functiortal weakness which of themselves can be cured. And 

~hey assure us that although the laws are not fully known 
now to which man is subject in his relations with the world 
burrounding him and which affect the very depths of his soul, 
till they will ' arrive at a complete cure of these present defi­

ciences; that it will be necessry-they add-to await the day 
'n which, from the full knowledge of man's interior mechanism, 
here will arise the therapeutic art capable of curing his moral 
ol'bid dispositions. As the modern power over exterior na­

ture, the fruit of a profound knowledge of the laws which gov­
rn it, renders possible all technical construction, so too there 

rs no reason to doubt that so much more success will be realized 
in regulating the moral make-up of man. Why - they ask 
hemselves - should man alone remain the only structure which 

can not be comprehended and controlled? 

[n the Concept of Crime and Punishment. 
D e tal manera de falsear la realidad pTocede el 

concepto impreciso de crimen y castigo, y la indulgen­
cia, excesiva con el mal. 

From such a manner of falsifying reality already now they 
are reaping regrettable consequences. The softness generally 
lamented in education, the excessive indulgence in the face of 
rime, the silence in regard to responsibility, and aversion to 
he very idea of punishtnent however just, are the direct conse­
uences of a concept of man, according to which everyone is in 
imself good, and all defects - so it is affirmed - derive 
rom a failure to gear man to the function to which he together 
ith' his world is subject. . 

Questions of Social and Civil Life. 
En la vida social y civica no hay conciencia ni 

1'espornsabilidad; pero se quiere sustituir por una im­
pl,antaci6n mecanica de una ley de responsabilidades 
personales y de balance de energias en el complejo de 
la vida comunitaria por media de un conocimiento 
mas extendido de tal ley, ' 
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The same scheme is applied by those theorists to the ques- . 
tions of social life. According to them, it is not necessal?, 
in the troublesome problems of modern democracy, to accuse 
man's conscience and his moral sense, but rather his momentary 
inability to progress; which defects in man are the result of 
ignorance, and the refusal to take into serious consideration 
the goodness of man, that goodness which, in the last analysis, 
is found in all. Hence, - they add - through an ever increas­
ing knowledge of the natural laws which govern man and his 
world, the good qualities of everyone will be truly appreciated, 
and authority and responsibility distributed am6ng many, even 
all, men. Yet, how is one to conduct himself in face of the 
present deficiencies of social and civil life, such as the anonym­
ity of power, the swallowing up of the individual in the mass, 
the un:!ertain balance of the forces at work in society? The 
adherents of this so-called realism assure us that, in order 
to avoid such consequences, it is sufficient to insert, almost 
mechanically and in mere automatic fashion, the principle of 
personal l'esponsibility, and that of the balance of energies in 
t he complex of community life. And they repeat: just as the 
most widespread knowledge of the laws and functions of nature 
outside man has· attained the boldest technical conquests, so 
t oo, in the social structures an increased knowledge of the laws 
which regulate their mechanism will suffice to arrive at a 
perfect society. 

True Christian Realism. 
El ve?'dade?'o ?"ealismo crist iano sabe que el hombre 

domina lOB complejos e influencias a que puede esta l' 
sujeto po?' media .de su libertad. Pe?'o esta tiene el triste 

pode?' de hace?' el mal. 
But can those hopes be justified which are based Qn a 

conception which, claiming to be realistic, shows an ignorance 
of the true nature of man? Is it really true that his so-called 
predispositions to evil are simply curable defects of a normal 
process, like the break-downs of a machine or apparatus, which 
are corrected by advancing technical knowledge? Even admit­
ting, for it is true, that man feels the impulses of many natural 
acts and of functional complexes, yet he remains - quite diffe­
rently from matter, plants and animals, - above them, and 
though acknowledging their meaning and their import, he will 
always be their master, who, with free causality, inserts them 
in some way or other into the course of events. Man dominates 
those actions and complexes, because he is above all a spiritual 
being, a person, a subject of free action or omission, and not 
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merely the meeting ground where those natural processes 
unfold. In this does his dignity consist, and his lim,itation, 
too. For he is capable of doing good, but evil as well; of 
actuating all the possibilities and positive dispositions of his 
b~ing, but also of endangering them. N ow because of the 
gTeat values at stake, it is precisely this risk that has assumed 
in the twentieth century massive proportions: this it is that 
creates and explains the painful contradiction noticed by our 
contemporaries. To overcome it there is no other remedy than 
:the return of true realism, Christian realism, which embraces 

ith the same sureness man's dignity and his limits, the capa­
city to conquer h imself and the reality of sin as well. 

alse realism and its applications : in private 
nd public moralit y; in the field of education. 

El [also r!3aiismo en su aplicaci6n a la momlidad 
publica y privada destruye toda idea de conciencia y 
1'esponsabilidad y hasta debilita el concepto de libertad, 
en la educaci6n 1'educe to do a simples pTedisposiciones 
a ca1'go de la Medicina y de la Psicologia. 

Not so that false realism, some of whose unfortunate ap­
lications We wish to point out. It is clear that it is this which 
trikes at the r oots of private and public morality, emptying 
f all meaning the ideas of conscience and responsibility, and 
yeakening that of free will. Equally harmful are t he conse-
uences in t he f ield of education, as can already be seen 
rherever it is under the more or less hidden influence of false 
'ealism; schools where the effort to teach is not proposed at 
.B, or only in a subordinate way; parents rendered practically 
nable properly to educate their children by example and gui­
ance ; all that is much more the cause of the failure in educa-
ion' openly deplol'ed today than the defects and mistakes, se­
ious though they be, of the pupils. Educator s and children, 
o less than the mature individual, should, in preparing for 

life, once mOl'e acknowledge the reality of sin and grace, re­
tusing to listen to mouthings about p}lre and simple predispo­
sitions which will be cared for by medicine and psychology, 

(n the Present Day Democratic Structure. 

En 1a estructura democratica de nuestros dias in­
[luye el [also realismo. L os estados se inclinan dema­
siado hama agencias publicas para privar al individuo 
de pensa1' y se1' responsable de su propia vida. Es 
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verdad que se hacen reformas institucioales pero 0 son 
vagas 0 fundadas en' principios falsos. En la vida de 
los estados le valo1' moral 0 la debilidad de los hom­
bres, el pecado y la gracia tiemen una influencia defi­
nitiva. 

". 

False realism finds wider application in the present day 
structure of democracy, . whose insufficiency, as We have pointed 
out, would depend on mere defects of institutions, to be at­
tributed to the still incomplete knowledge of natural processes 
and the complexity of the social mechanism's functions. 

But even the . State and its form depend on the moral char­
acter of its citizens, especially today, when the modern State, 
in its keen awareness of technical and organizational possibi­
lities, is, unfortunately, inclined through public agencies to 
deprive the individual of thought and responsibility for his 
own life. A modern democracy thus erected will necessarily 
fall whenever it does not, or cannot any longer refer itself to 
the individual moral responsibilities of its citizens. "But even 
if it wished to, it could not do successfully for it would 
not meet a response wherever the sense of the true reali­
ty of man, the awareness of human nature's dignity and its 
iimitations, are no longer flourishing in the people. There are 
~fforts at correction through large-scale institutional reforms, 
often too broad in scope, or based on false principles; but the 
reform of institutions is not as urgent as that of conduct. This 
latter, in turn, can be accomplished only on the foundation of 
man's true reality, such as is learned with rel~gious humility, 
at the crib of Bethlehem. Even in the life of States the moral 
strength and weakness of men, sin and grace, have a definite 
part. Twentieth century politics cannot ignore this, nor allow 
continuance of the error of w'ishing to separate the State from 
religion in the name of a laicism that has been- incapable of 
justification by the facts. 

II. THE FREE ACT AND HUMAN REALITY 
El segundo err01' · de este "realismo" es que1'e1' 

crear una sociedad nueva sin tener en c'uenta la 'reali­
dad hist6rica, el ac;to libre, y la religi6n del hombre. 
The second error of so-called 'realistic" thought which is 

at the bottom of the present-day contradiction, consists in the 
claim to create a society entirely new, without taking into 
account the historic reality of man, neither that of his free 
act which determines it nor of the religion which this liberty 
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fosters and approves. It is ' impossible to foresee all the conse­
p'uences of this error; but the most immediate will be the 
~estruction of that security which the world ardently desires, 
~ut which is, at present, so precarious 

fI'he three essential values: historical reality, free act, 
nd religion. Their rejection by "realistic" thought. 

La razon es una confianza ciega en la habilidad 
tecnica. . 
The rejection of the three values - historical reality, free 

ct, religion - as dead weight which slows down or impedes 
in its course the ship of modern progress, is a consequence of 
he attitude of "realistic" thought alluded to, which admits of 
o limits to man's power, treats everything in a technical man­
er, and fosters complete confidence in technological ability. 

an an independent creator,' with a 
echnical method ' of a new Society. 

El hom bre mOde1",nO en esta edad tecnica trata a 
tocle- el 111,undo fisico cO?nO unimnenso lab oratorio ; y 
pa1'ece C1'ee1"Se que el ?nundo moral y social es lo mis?no. 
Ni en uno en Ot1'0 se puede pTescindi1', ni de las leyes 
funcla?nentales ni de los fundament os puestos por quie­
mes nos precedieron. No obstante concent1"a sus esfue1'­
zos en dets1"Ui1' ante to do la 1·eligi6n. 
It is the prerogative of the men of the present technical 

ge, they declare, to be able to construct society ever anew, 
step with that progress in technological ability, and without 

le need to take lessons from the past. This latter, on the 
ontrary, being ,linked with all manner of prejudices, but 
articularly with those connected with religion, would weaken 
onfidence and tempe· its constructive impulse. Modern man, 
onscious of and proud to live in this world as in a house which 
e, and he alone, is building, allots to himself the function of 
reator. What once was, does not interest him nor detain 
im. The whole world becomes for him a laboratory where 
e is ever ' gathering togethel" again, with strict mathematical 
onnections, the forces of nature, distributing them according 

fixed proportions, shaping and ordering events in advance. 
rhere is no doubt that there are still reactions, there are still 
'acts, in which nature seems to resist the will and plans of 
r,an, and points to a whole which can be broken down into its 
ltimate elements only at the cost of serious consequences if 

lOt of utter catastrophe. 
Sill-2 
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Hence it is not be wondered at that modern man, in 
approaching social life, does so with the gesture of a technician 
who, after having dismantled a machine into its constituent 
parts" sets himself to reconstruct it according to a pattern 
of his own design. But, when it is a question of social real­
ities, his desire to create things wholly new is met by ,~n 
insurmountable obstacle, namely, human society itself in its 
inviolable histol'ical patterns. Social life, in fact, is something 
which has come slowly into being with much labour, :md as it 
were, through the successive strata of the positive contributions 
furnished by the preceding generations. Only by supporting 
t.he new foundations on those established strata is it possible 
to construct something still new. The rule of history over the 
social realities of the present and of the future i,s, then, beyond 
question, and it cannot be neglected by anyone desiring to set 
us gradually to improve or adapt them to the new era. . 

But the supposed "realists," 'with the intention of over­
coming at all costs the resistance of historical reality, direct 
their zeal for destruction against r eligion, which is, according 
to them, guilty of having created, and of wishing to retain in 
life, all that is past, and especially, the most decadent forms; 
guilty, above all, of considating the social ideas of men within 
schemes which are absolute, and so immutable. It therefore 
establishes an obstacle in the path of the future, and, for this 
reason, must be removed. 

The Christian religion and the present 
and future of human Society. 

El cr'istiano reconoce el influjo del pasado ·en el 
presente y en el porvenir; peTO sabe tam bien que la 
hist01"ia es obm la benevolaacci6n de Dios y de la libeT­
tad humana. 

Beyond doubt, the Christian does recognize and respect 
the rule of history over the present and the future of human 
.society, because the believer cannot ignore and reject all that 
is true reality. He knows that, at the foundation of human 
reality and society, is not an event happening according to 
mechanical necessity, but the free and ever beneficent action 
of God, and the free act of men - an act animated by love 
and loyalty wherever men follow the design of. God. There 
at the manger at Bethlehem, the deep sense of man's history, 
past and future, is transformed into human shape, and embraces 
its present, however, said, which the Christian approaches in 
the consoling conviction of security. 



Security and its Foundations. 

Los fundamentos de la seguridad en el oTden social 
son la fir'me est1'uctum de las cnidades sociales. 
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Security! The keenest desire of those alive today. They 
lsk for it from society and its plans. But the self-styled 
frealists" of this age have proved themselves incapable of 
riving it, because they wish to put themselves in place of the 
r.kreatol' and make themselves arbiters of the plan of creation. 

On 'the contrary, religion and the reality of the past 
ach that the social structures, such as matrimony and family, 
e community and professional groups, social union in per­
nal property, are essential cells which secure man's: freedom, 

nd alOlrg with it, his function in history. Hence they cannot 
e tampered wlth, and their essence cannot be the subject of 
rbitral'Y l:evision. 

uman Society and Its Supreme Lawgiver. 

El L egislador' Supremo es el origen de toda socie­
dad. 'Al hombr'e no se le puede tratar' como obieto de 
iaboratoril'J. 

Assuredly, whoever is seeking freedom and security ought 
restore to its tl'Ue and supreme Lawgiver, persuading him­

elf that only a concept of society which has its origin in God, 
rotects it in its most important undertakings. Those who, 
rough atheism, in theory or even in practice, make gods of 
chnology and the mechanical progress of events, inevitably 

nd by becoming enemies of true human liberty, since they 
eal wit!). mankind as with inanimate objects in a laboratory. 

These considerations are less extraordinary and less 
'''orced from actual fact than they may appear to be. How­
'er, We extend Our approbation, which has been accepted in 
ose places where thought is being given to the improvement 
somewhat undeveloped territories, of the so-called depressed 

I 'eas. The care devoted to the bettering of the existing social 
ructm:es which are susceptible of improvement, is certainly 
raiseworthy; but it would be an error to uproot man altogether 
I'om tradition under the impulse of technology and modern 
'ganization. Like plants plucked from their own surround­
~gs and transferred to uncongenial conditions, these men would 
ind themselves cruelly isolated, to fall victims thereafter, 

rhaps, to ideas and tendencies which fundamentally no one 
an \"ish for. 
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Harmony between the dynamism of reforms and the stability of 
tradition: the free act and the security of the community. 

Debe existir pe1"jecta a1"'rnonia ent1"e el dinamismo 
de las rejormas que inicia la libertad individual y la 
seguridad de la comunidad que mantiene el se1ttido 
de responsabilidad para con el C1'eadM y el 1'esto de los 
homb1"es. 

In this way, respect for what history has evolved is the 
sign of the genuine will for reforms and the guarantee of their 
happy outcome. That is valid, through history, as that king 
dom of human reality, in which the social man must occup 
himself not only with the forces of nature but with his ow 
self. He is responsible before his ancestors and his descend 
ants" and to him has been given the duty of ' moulding con 
tinuously the life of the community; in this, there is alway 
a dynamic development by means of personal and free action 
but without a tampering with the security which exists i 
society and with society; in this, on the other hand, there i 
also ever present an assured fund of traditions and unchang­
ing values to protect its security, yet without taking fro 
sections of society the free and personal action of the individual 

In this fashion man weaves his own history, or. rather 
cooperates with God in bringing into being a reality worth 
of the subject and, at the same time, worthy of the design 0 
the Creator. It is a duty, as exalted as it is difficult, whicl 
he alone who' understands what is history and freedom, wi} 
be able to carry through with success, by harmonizing th 
dynamism of reforms with the unalterableness of ti'aditions 
the free act with the security of the community. The Ghristia 
who prostrates himself before the manger at Bethlehem under 
stands fully its necessity and seriousness, bilt from the same 
manger he draws light and strength 'to accomplish worthily, 
his important duty. 

III. ABSOLUTE TRUTH, THE LIGHT AND LIFE OF MAN 

Ademas de los ValO1"eS hUl1w,nos existen los valo1'es 
1"eUgiosos y divimos. 

Freedom and personal responsibility, properly ordere 
social ' relations, progress correctly understood - these are 
indeed, human values, for man effects them and profits b 
them; but they are likewise religious and divine values, if ODE 
considers their source. 



~ontrasts in the field of Religion. 

Estf)s valores han de ser defendidos a las veces PO?' 
hombres sin religion, aunque se acuse a la religion de 
querer converti?' en querella religiosa lo que es mera 
cuestion politica. 
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N ow even in the West there is an effort to attack and 
)anish . from modern society the very basis of these values, 
n the, name of laicism, of man's vain self-sufficiency. Thus 
his strange condition has come about that not a few public 
igUI:es, possessing no strong religious conviction, wish, and 
Ire obliged, to defend for the sake of the common good those 
undamental values which draw their being only from religion 
nd from God. . 

Pretended realists do not like to admit such a statement, 

f:

1d even blame religion all the more for t urning into a religious 
uarrel ·what should be merely a political and economic differ­
ce of opinion. They paint in vivid hues the terror and 

'uelty of old wars of religion, in order to persuade men that 
e present-day quarrels between East and West are really 
offensive, and that a little more common sense would suffice 

'

produce tranquility between divergent economic ambitions, 
d solid relations betwen political powers. To refer to ab­
lute values, they claim, unhappily falsifies the true state 

f affairs, whets passions and makes it more difficult to 
dvanc"1 towards a practical and reasonable union. 

armful Trends. 

El Santo Padre ha evitado el llamar a la Cristian­
dad a una cruzada; mas no quiere dejar en duda sob?'e 
que hoy esten en peligro los valores absolutes del hom­
bre y de la sociedad. 

For Our part We, as Head of the Church, have up to 
ow avoided, just as We did in previous cases, calling Christen­
om to a crusade. We can, however, call for full understand-
g of the fact that here religion is a vital living heritage, 

~
en do look upon the struggle unjustly forced on them by 
eir enemy as a crusade. But We declare, for the benefit 
all, that despite the effort to give an innocuous appearance 
some destructive tendencies, there is question of the absolute 

alues of man and of society. Because of Our great respon­
°bility We cannot let this point be lost in the fog of .equivoca­
on. 
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Discussions and Meetings. 
Lamenta la ayuda y patt'oci,nio dados POT Cato­

licos y aun por eclesiasticos a las tacticas de ofuscacion, ' 
"conversaciones", "reuniones", "coexistencias en la 
verdad". No es posible sentarse a La tnesa de Dios 'Y a 
la del Diablo. Pat'a no cm·tat· todo puente de acceso 
basta lo que la aut01-idad, civil juzque itnpTescindible 
'Y 'lo que las Autot'idades Eclesiastioos ct'eyeren con­
veniente pam que sean reconocidos los det'echos y la li­
ber-tad de la Teligio:n. 
On this score We must with deepest sadness mourn the 

help given by some Catholics, both ecclesiastical and lay, to 
the tactics of offuscation, calculated to bring about a resul 
that they themselves did not intend. How can they fail to 
see that such is the aim of all tha insinctere activity which 
hides under the name of "talks" and "meetings"? Why enter 
a discussion, for that matter, without a common language, or 
how is it possible to meet if the paths are divergent, i.e., if one 
partly rejects or denies the common absolute values, thereby 
making all "co-existence in truth" unattainabl~? Out of re­
spect for the very name of Christian, compliance with such 
tactics should cease, for, as the Apostle warns, it is inconsistent 
to wish to sit at the table of God and at that of His enemies 
(cf. I, Cor., 10, 21). And if there still be any yacilating 
spirits notwithstanding the black testimony of ten years of 
cruelty, the blood just shed and the immolation of many lives 
sacrificed by a martyred people should finall! convince them. 
Still, it is remarked, the bridges must not be cut, mutual rela­
tions must rather be preserved. But for this, whatever respon­
sible governmental and political leaders judge they must do, 
by 'way of contracts and mutual relations for humanity's peace 
and not for private interests, is enough. That is sufficient 
which competent ecclesiastical Authority decides it should do 
to gain ' recognition of the Church's rights and freedom . 

The cause of Peace. 
Ademas del juicio de Dios la causa de la , p,az pide 

al Santo Padt'e que denuncie a unenemigo que trata de 
imponet· al resto de los hotnbres un modo de vivir in­
tolerable. 
If unpleasant realities force Us to set forth the terms of 

the struggle in clear language, no one can properly accuse Us 
of favouring the stiffening of opposing blocks, and still less of 
having in some fashion abandoned that mission of peace which 
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flows from Our Apostolic Office. Rather, if We kept silence 
We would have to fear the judgment of God. We remain 
closely allied to the cause of peace, and God alone knows how 
much We yearn to be able to announce it in full and happy 
tones with the angels of Christmas. But precisely in order 
to protect it from the present threats, must We point out where 
he danger lies, .the tactics of its enemies and what marks 
them as such. Not otherwise did the new-boni Son of God, 
Himself infinite goodness, unhesitatingly draw clear li'nes of 
demarcation, and face death on behalf of the truth. 

We are convinced that today, too, in face of an enemy 
determineq to impose on all peoples, in one way or another, a 
special and il1tolerable way of life, only the unanimous and 
courageous behaviour of all who love the truth and the good 
can preserve peace, and will preserve it. It would be a fatal 
error to repeat what, in similar circumstances, happened during 
the years preceding the second world war; when all the threat­
ened nations, and not merely the smallest, sought their safety 
at · the expense of others, using them as shields so to speak, 
and even seeking very questionable economic and political ad­
vantages from their neighbor's suffering. In the end ail toge­
~her W0re overwhelmed in the holocaust. 

Solidarity of Europe one of the means for world Peace. 
Un rnedio de paz 1nundial es la solida1'idad de 

EUTopa, no ,!unclada en la de1'rota de una sola naci6.n, 
sino el el aabndono del egoismo nacional que engencl'ra 
clesconfianzas. 
Hence, a definite need of this period, - a means of ensur­

ing the whole world's peace and a fruitful share of its goods, 
a force which embraces, too, the peoples of Asia, Africa, the 
Near East, Palestine with its Holy Places, - is the restoring 
of European solidarity. But this unity is not assured until 
all the associated nations realize that the politicl:!l and economic 
defeats of one can I].owhere, in the long run, result in true 
gains for the others. . It is not strong, as far as the forming 
of public opinion is concerned, if in the hour of common peril. 
criticism, even though justified, of one nation's actions is 
expressed by the others with such one sidedness as to cause 
doubt that any bond of union at all remains. A good course 
or action can never be had by mere sentiment; much less can 
a true political course for today be maintained with the senti­
ments of yesterday and the day before. Under such influence 
it would be impossible to judge correctly certain important 
questions, such as military service, weapons, war. 
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Military service, arms and War. 

Hoy dia ya no puede caber duda de que la gue1'''''';' 
no puede ser considemda ilegal, cu,ando es entprer>dida 
para legitima defetnsa y .con la esperanza de un resul­
tado conveniente, y por lo mismo los · cat6licos tienen 
el aeber de responde?' a la llamada del cueTpo 1'ep1'e­
sentativo de La naci6n. Y en esto no se hace sino se­
gUi1' las normALS de los Pontifices; que nunca conde­
naron la guerra em si, aunque lamentaron .los 1nales y 
dafios que consigo lle1 a la vida de cuartele . 

Present day conditions, which find no counterparts in the 
past, should be clear to everyone. There· is no longer room 
for doubt concerning the aims and methods which rely on 
tanks, when these latter noisily crash over borders, sowing 
death in order to force civilian peoples into a pattern of life 
they explicitly detest; when destroying, as it were, the stages 
of possible . negotiation and mediation, the threat is made of 
using atomic weapons to gain certain demands, be they justified 
or not.It is clear that in the present circumstances there can 
be verified in a Nation the situation, wherein, every effort to 
avoid war being expended in vain, war - for effective self­
defence and with the hope of a favourable outcome against 
unjust attack - could not be considered unlawf ul. 

If therefore, a body representative of the people and a Gov­
ernment - both having been chosen by free elections, - in a 
moment of extreme danger decide, by legitimate iilstruments 
of internal and external policy, on defensive precautions, and 
carry out the plans which they consider necessary, they do not 
act immorally; so that a Catholic citizen cannot invoke his 
own conscience in order to refuse to serve and fulfill · those 
duties the law imposes. On this mater we feel that We 
are in perfect harmony with Our Predecessor Leo XIII and 
Benedict XV, who never denied that obligation but lamented 
the headlong armaments race and moral dangers accompanying 
barrack life, and urged, as We do likewise, general disarma­
ment as an effective remedy (cf. Leonis XIII Acta, vol XIV, 
Romae 1895, pag. 210; Archives of Extraordinary Ecclesiasti­
cal Affairs, Notes of Cardinal Gasparri, Secretary of State 
of Benedict XV, to the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Ireland, 28 September, 1917). 



Moral Laws and the dictates of Conscience. 

En ciertas ocasiones solo el rec'U1"SO a los' ete1"nOS 
p1'incipios de La, moml y del bien p'Ueden salvar a la so­
ciedad. Uma coeisxtencia limitada a b'Uenas aparien­
cias externas de orden y derecho es inutil. El punta de 
vista interesado, puesto en evidencia aun en las Nacio­
nes Unidas po?" quenes juzgan de los mismos problemas 
dive1'samente segun sus intereses es completamente 
perverso. 
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There are then occasions and times in the life of nations 
'n which only recourse to higher principles can establish clearly 
the boundaries between right and wrong, between what is law­
ful and what is immoral, and bring peace to consciences faced 
with grave decisions. It is therefore consoling that in some 
countries, amid today's debates, men are talking about cons­
cience and its ' demands. They show that they have not for­
gotten that social life is saved from chaos only in so far as 
it permits itself to be supported by absolute norms and an 

bsolute end ; they implicitly condemn those who believe that 
hey can resolve the questions of human co-existence on the 

bases of good external appearances and with a practical view, 
aiming to act according to where interest and power may be 
ound in individual cases. Although the programme which is 
t the foundation of the United Nations aims at the realization 
f absolute values ill the co-existence of peoples, the r ecent 
ast has, however, shown that the false realism is succeeding 

"n prevailing in not a few of its members, even when ' it is a 
uestion of restoring respect for these same values of human 
ociety, openly trampled upon. The unilateral view which 
ends to work in the various circumstances only according to 
ersonal interest and power, is succeeding in bringing about 
hat accusations of destroying the peace are treated very dif­
erently, and thus ' the different degree of gravity which in 
hese cases taken indiv~dually should be judged in the light of 
bsolut~ values, is forthwith completely perverted. 

he Authority of the United Nations. 
Sin pedir lo imposible, todavia las Naciones Uni­

das deben poder envia?" sus obse?"vadores, p?-ivar ejer­
cicio de sus de?"echos a los miemb?"os que violen los 
p?-incipios, inte'l"venir contra los agresores con la fuerza, 
y repl-imir inte?"venciones injustas, y hasta asumi?" el 
derecho de mantene?" el orden en los pueblos amenaza­
dos . 
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o one expects or demands the impossible, not even from. 
the United Nations; but one should have a right to expect 
that their authority should have had its weight, at least through 
observers, in the places in which the essential values of man 
are in extreme danger. Although the United ations' condem­
nation of the grave violations of the rights of men and of en­
tire nations is worthy of recognition, one can nevertheless wisli 
that, in similar cases, the exercise of their rights, as members 
of this Organization, be denied the States which refuse even the 
admission of observers, - thus showing that their concept 
of State sovereignty threatens the very foundations of the 
United Nations. This Organization ought also to have the 
l'ight snd the power of forestalling all military intervention 
of one £tate in another, whatever be the pretext under which it 
is effected, also the right and power of assuming, by means 
of a sufficient police force, the safeguarding of order in the 
state which is threatened. 

General disarmament and new Methods of Control. 

El aludi1' a dejectos existentes no es sirno tmtar de 
. jortalecer la autoTidad de las Naciones Unidas . Estas 

debieran, y estan ya en posicion de limitar los al'ma­
mentos y controla1'les aun ev'itando odiosas p1'esencias 
de !ue1'zas milita1'es en naciones extranas. Acepta1' 
tal principio de supervision se1'La decesivo para la paz. 

If We allude to these defects, it is because We desire to 
see strengthened the authority of the U.N. especially for effect­
ing general disarmament which We have already spoken in 
other discourses. In fact only in the ambit of an Institution 
like the United Nations can the promise of individual nations 
to reduce armament, especially to abandon production and use 
of certain arms, be mutually exchanged under the strict obli­
gation of international law. Likewise only the United Nations 
lS at present in a position to exact the observance of this ob­
ligations by assuming effective control of the armaments of all 
nations without exception. Its exercise of aerial observation 
will assure certain and effective knowledge of the pl'oductiOl 
and military preparadness for war with relative ease, while 
avoiding the disadvantages which the presence of foreign troops 
in a country can give rise to. It indeed approaches almos 
the miraculous what technical science has been able to attail 
in this field. 
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In fact by the use of an adequate wide-angle lens and 
sufficient light, it is possible now to photograph, from a height 
of several kilometers and in sufficiently great detail, objects 
which are on the earth's surface. Scientific progress, modern 
techniques, both mechanical and photographical, have succeed­
ed in constructing cameras which have reached extraordinary 
perfection in all aspects; film of high sensitivity with very 
little grain makes it possible to enlarge pictures to hundreds 
of times their original size. Such cameras, mounted on air­
planes which go at a speed very close to that of sound, are 
able to automatically take thousands of pictures, so that hun­
dreds of thousands of square kilometers can be explored in a 
relatively short time. 

The experiments conducted in this field have given excep­
tionally important results permitting one to produce concrete 
evidence of machines, individual subterranean places. Re­
searches thus far made have shown how very difficult it would 
be to camouflage movement of troops or artillery, vast stores. 
of arms, industrial centers important for war production. If 
these surveys could be permanent and systematic, it would be 
possible to bring out the minutest details, and thus give a 
solid guarantee against eventual surprises. 

The acceptance of the control; this is the point crucial for 
yictory, where ever y nation will show its sincere desire for 
peace. 

The Will for Peace. 

El deseo de paz es asp ira cion a poseer un teso?'o 
incalculable de progreso y civilizaC'ion . 

The desire for peace : f ree man's most valuable possession, 
this life"s inestimable treasure, peace is the fruit of men's ef­
fort, but also a precious gift of God. The Christian knows it 
since he has understood it at the cradle of the new-born Son 
of God; on His truth and on His commandments, the supreme 
absolute values, all order is founded and by them guarded and 
rendered fruitful in wot ks of progress and civilization, 

The Light and the Life of the mystery of 
Christmas.- Help for Hungary under tyranny . 

. La ?'eaccion de si?npatia que se ha ?nani j estado 
en to do el ?nundo a jav o?' de la nacion hiungara opri-
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mida es un gran consuelo. La luz y la vida del 1niste1-io 
de Navidad debe llena1'lo todo. 

In concluding we add one final word of encouragement. 
It is most consoling for Us to see the sympathetic and gene­
rous reaction toward the oppressed Hungarian Nation on the 
part of all Our beloved sons, of charitable organizations, of en­
tire nations, and also of the fairminded ne\vspapers. We are 
likewise convinced that good men will not cease to pray and 
to make sacrifices to lighten the sad condition~ of this mar­
tyred people. There ai'e already many on the earth who, .in the 
turbulent changes of the last ten years, have experienced per­
sonally what misery is. How \vould it be possible to l'emam 
indifferent before the dire want of others? And how can they 
who are living in comfort remain insensible to the poverty 
of their neighbour? But together with your charity, may 
there be granted in abundance to those in misfortune, above 
all else, the light and the life of the mystery of Christ's birth. 
But have been given in Chl'ist; and this grace, this peace, this 
trust in God which will restore all justice and reward all sac­
rifice, will not be able to be taken away from them by any hu­
man power. 

And now on all those listening, and especially on those 
su~fering, on the humble and on the poor, on those who are 
enduring persecutions for justice sake (Math. 5/ 10) may Out 
Apostolic Benediction descend, as a pledge of divine grace. 
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Sacra Congregatio de Religiosis 

INSTRUCTIO CIRCA MONIALIUM CLAUSURA 
(Continuatio) 

III 
De cIausura papali minore 

De ratione clausurae papalis mino1'is 

La clausura papal menor tiene 
los mi mos fines que la mayor. las 
scvera quc la de las Congregaciones 
y que la de las Ordenes de varones, 
da sin embargo ciertas facilidadcs dc 
accion a las monjas, especialmentc 
para el apostolado. 

rnle minor enclosure has the same 
purpose as the mayor one. It is more 
strict than the one for Congrega­
tions and for Orders of Men, yet it 
affords to nuns the facilities for ex­
ercising somc activitics, in particular 
the apostolic work. 

40. Clausura pontificia seu papalis minor his continetur 
inibus: 

1) qua vere pontificia non secus ac cIa usura maior, obser­
antiam et custodiam publicae solemnis castitatis atque vitam 
ontemplativam Monasterii protegit atque fovet; 

2) qua vero minor, etsi vere ac longe severior clasura 
ongregationum (can, 604), imo clausura Ordinum virorum 

(can. 598-599) sit, tamen facultatem praebet ac convenientem 
acilitatem ad apta quaedam et selecta ministeria Monialibus 
egitime concredita rite et fructuose exercends. (lnstr. Inte1' 
raeclara, XI). 

41. a) Clausura minor non quaecumque ministeria, sed ea 
antum admittit seu patitur quae cum vita contemplativa, sive 
otius Communitatis, sive singularum Monialium amice coniun­

guntur (Const. Sponsa Ch'risti, A . A. S., 1. c., p. 11). 
b) Haecministeria sive ex instituto, sive ex legitima con­

essione, sive etiam ex praescriptis Ecclesiae ob crescentes sem­
el' Eiusdem et animarum necessitates ita ordinate ac moderate, 

'ervata indole et spiritu singuli Ordinis, suscipiantur ut vitam 
uthentice contemplativam nedum turbent aut afficiant, alere 
otius et robol'are debeant (Const. Sponsa Christi, 1. c. et art. 
X). 
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c) Talia sunt: doctrinae christianae traditio, instructio re­
ligiosa, educatio puellarum et puerorum, recesus et exel'citia 
mulierum, praeparatio ad primam Communionem, opera cari-
tatis in levamen aegrotorum, pauperum, etc. . 

Se aplicara cuando pa'rte notable 
del monasterio y bastantes monjas 
son destinadas al apostobdo. De 
Otro modo recurrase a dispensas. 

It must be applied when a great 
part of the monastery and several 
nuns are assigned to apcsto1ic \YOlk. 

Otherwise it will be enough to lIse 
certain dispensations. 

42. ~) Clausura minor neces3ario adhibenda est ubi plerae­
que sive plures Moniales ct notabilis pars Monasterii habitualiter 
operibus apostolatus destinantur (Statuta Generalia, art. IV, § 
3 .. 2). 

b) E contra, si paucae tantum Moniales addicuntur operibus 
et arctis limitibus Monasterii ipsa contineantur seu continel'i 
practice et prudenter valeant, tunc servari poterit, de indicio S. 
Sedis, clausura maior cum debitis facultatibus seu dispensatio­
nib us, iuxta superius dicta (n. 9). 

Divisio M onasterii 

Dividase el monasterio en parte 
para el aposto1ado y par te la co­
munidad. 

The monastery should be divided 
into two sections, one for the com­
munity and another for apostolic 
work. 

43. Imprimis, aedes Monasteriorum quae, propter ministeria 
exercenda, clausurae minol'i subiecta sunt, in duas partes di­
visae sint oportet, quarum prior Monialibus ipsis reservetur, 
altera vero operibus apostolatus addicatur (Inst. I nter praeclm"a, 
XI, 5). 

In la parte de la comunidad de­
ben estar las dCDcndencias necesarias 
para 1a vida d-e ella, como en la 
clausura mayor; se han de excluir los 
mismos lugarcs que de esta. 

' 111e section for the community 
must include all the rooms and of­
fices needed for the life of the same, 
as in the case of major enclosure; 
and also the same places are exclud­
ed. 

44. a) In parte Monialibus reservata ad modum clausurae 
maioris contineri debent : chorus, aula capitularis vel alia huius­
modi, refectorium, culina, loca recreationis seu deambulationis 
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et laboris ipsius Communitatis, locutoria a latere quo ad ea ac­
edere possunt omnes Moniales. 

b) In hac parte aedium contineri nequeunt : loca quae in­
habitant 'Sorores externae, habitationes et loca hospitibus desti­
nata ; ecclesia cum saci:istia et locis adnexis, salvo n . 12. 

De la parte reservada al minis­
erio deben estar excluidas la iglesia, 

oratorio y lugares anejos. La iglesia 
odnl ser incluida temporalmente 

con las cautelas neccsarias a juicio 
del Ordinario. 

The church, the oratory as well as 
the adjoining rooms sho~ld be kept 
outside the part reserved for the apos­
tolic work. Yet temporarily and un­
der the necessary cautions the Ordi-

, nary may allow that the church be 
. considered as included. 

45. 0,) Altera pars Monasterii reservata est operibus seu 
inisteriis apostolatus, ab ipso Monasterio exercitis. Inde haec 

aedium pars, pari ratione patet t um Religiosis quae legitime 
peribus ac ministeriis inserviunt tum aliis a quibus apostolatus 
irigitur. 

b) Ecclesia et oratorium publicum, iocave eisdem adnexa 
t alia de quibus in art. 12 b), non intra fled, ex regula, extra 
anc alteram Monasterii partem exstai'e debent. 

Excipi possunt tam in Ecclesia quam in eidem adnexis lo­
is, aulae seu cubicula quae operibus apostolatus legitime reser­
entur. Imo, etiam tota Ecclesia quae habitualiter fidelibus om­

I ibus pateat, urgente necessitate poterit de consensu Ordinarii 
ci aedibus ministeriis destinatis illo tempore durante accen-

eri quo in ipsa Moniales propria ministeria exercere cogantur, 
ummodo illa observentur fideliter quae infra praescribuntur, 
rudel1tibus cautelis adhibitis. 

TO se admiten lugares que scan 
cesiyamente lugares de apostolado 
de vida de comunidad. Pero 

ucde el Ordinario permitir que du­
nte algun tiempo la ccmmunidad 

cupe alguna parte de suyo des tina-
apostolado. 

TO place should be destined to 
both the apostolic "'ork and the 
community life. But the Ordinary 
may grant that for some time the 
communit yuse the places assigned 
to apostolic work. 

46. a) Non admittuntur loca quae modo Commul1itati, modo 
1 eribus apostolatus alternatim reserventur . 

b) Attamen Ordinar ius loci rationabili de causa permittere 
terit ut sive ad actum etiam ad quoddam definitum tempus, 
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aliqua loca habitualiter operibus destinata, Communitati addi­
cantuI', extensis tunc ad haec loca omnibus regulis ac praescrip­
tis quae pro parte Monasterii habitualiter Communitati reser­
vata supra recensentur. 

La separacion entre ambas partcs Thc separation beh\'cen both' scc-
ha dc scr tal que se impida la vista tions must be such that the sighting 
cn ambas direcciones; 1a separaci6n view in both directions be barred; 
sea eviden temente indieada; la parte notices be 'evidently displayed; and 
de la comunidad tenga puerta pro- the section of the community must 
pia que. se guardara como en la cla- havc its own door to be guarded as 
usura mayor. • in the case of major enclosure. 

47. Etia111 circa partem Monasterii opel'ibus reservatam im­
pediri debt hinc in de prospectus. Si forte non eod<.>m rigore 
quo pro parte Monasterii Monialibus reservata prospectus 0111-
nino vitari possunt, Ordinarius prudenteI' atque accurate provi­
deat. 

48. a) Presse divisio utriusque partis Monasterii definien­
da est atque patenter indicanda ut clare omnibus innotescat. 

b) Ianuis quae Monasterii partem Monialibus reservatam 
claudunt (n. 49, a) illa omnia applicantuI' praescipta quae pro 
clausurae maioris portis constituta sunt. 

c) Si totius Monasterii una sit tantum in via publica porta 
rite custodita haberi debet qua personae admittendae, ad ope­
rum aedes ducantur. 

El paso se hara siempre por la 
puerta especial, a tiempos fijos, por 
solas las monjas destinadas y entre 
elTas la superiora a su delegada, Lo­
eutorios sin rejas, pero can las eau­
telas del caso, se disponclran en la 
partc destinada al ministerio. 

The going in and out should be 
done tllrough a special door, at fixed 
times, by the nuns assigned to the 
apostolic work, among them the Su­
perior or her delegate. Parlors with­
out grates, but with the proper cau­
tions, should be established in this 
part. 

49. Transitus Monialium a parte Communitatis ad paltem 
operum: 

a) Per ianuam specialem semper directe fiat ; 
b) Legitime designatis temporibus illisque solis Monialibu 

licet quae ab Antistita sive ad actum sive habitualiter. iuxt 
Constitutiones seu Statuta, operibus addicantul'. Intel' has etia 
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psa Antistita vel Monialis ab ea designata etiam soli us debitae 
7igilantae exercendae causa, recenseri debent. 

c) Monialibus in aedibus operum legitime exstantibus pa­
;eant ibi specialia loclltoria, non necessario cl'atibus munita, 
lptis tamen cautelis pl'aedita, in quibus ipsae, intuitu operum 
antum, colloqui cum extraneis potel'unt. 

De eg1'essu Moniali'l.Wl 

La clausura menor lIeva eonsigo el 
lue las monjas no puedan salir de los 
i rminos del monasterio. Si el minis­
~rio 10 requiriera, puede la Superiora 
. oneeder eiertos permisos regulares. 
'ara otros easos la dara cl Ordinario, 
uien con el Superior regular vigilara 
I eumplimiento de 10 que precede. 

T he minor enclosure implies that 
the nuns may not leave the preeints 
of the monastery. If their ministry 
requires it, they could go ou t with 
the permission of . the Superior for . 
regular business. For other special 
cases the permission of the Ordinary 
must be secured. TIle Ordinary and 
the religious Superior should watch 
over the the fulfillment of the pre­
eeeding regulations. 

50: a) Clausul'a minor gl'avem prohibitionem secumfert, 
1'0 omnibus ac singulis eidem subiectis, egrediendi extra saepta 
onasterii eadem ratione ac clau:3Ura maior pro Monialibus aliis­

ue ligatis (lnstr. Inter pmeclara, XII, 2) . 
b) Dispensationes ab hoc gravi praescl'ipto a) ratione apos­

latus concedi possunt, si vere necessarium sit, illis tantum 
onialibus et Sodalibus quae legitime, iuxta superius dicta (n. 

9) ministel'iis addictae sint. 
c) Egrediendi licentia pro casibus hic (n. 51) vel in pro­

riis Constitutionibus l'ecognitis, quamdiu certo exsistant, one­
ata ipsius conscientia, ab An~istita concedi POSSUllt. In aliis 

sibus, qui iure expressi non sint, etsi non obscure ob l'ationis 
aritatem recognitis aequiparari possunt, ad Ordinarium loci 
ecurrendum erit ut ipse, re in Domino ponderata, licentiam 
oncedat et, 8i censuerit, rem ir. posterum Antistitae remittat. 

d) Tam Ordinarius loci quam Superior regularis quibus 

!ausurae tutela commissa est (can. 603), stricte onerata cons­
'entia, harum nOl'mal'um observantiam vigilare diligenter 
nentul'. 

5 ig .-3 
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Los capitulos de dispensa son: c1 
ministerio que pide inspeeeion, ex­
cursiones de estudio etc.; 1a prepara­
cion que exige asis tencia aclases, ob­
teneion de grados y dema s; por fin 
los negoeios y asunto a que de lu­
gar cl apostobdo. 

rIlle main rca 0115 for dfspensations 
arc: The apostolic \York that requiles 
inspection, eduea tional excursions 
etc; the proper preparation that 
demands class attendance, eon­
fering of degrees etc.; finally other 
affairs and bu ine s transactions eOIl­
nected wi th the apostolic work .. 

51. Capita ex qui bus generatim praescripta mmisteriorum 
necessitas aestimari potest, ut iusta egrediendi dispensatio con­
cedi valeat (. 50, c), hace tria recensentur: 

a) Ratione ipsius 1ninisterii quod de facto ut efficaciter 
exerceri possit egressum exigat ut e. g., si puellae comitandae 
necessario extra clausuram sunt r.atfone studii, sanitatis, re­
creationis nec praesto adsint magistrae, oblatae, vel a1iae per­
sona.e quae huic officio satisfacere valeant. 

b) Ratione pmepamtionis ad ministeria, scilicet: ad scien­
tiam, culturam, titulos, habilitationes comparanda, indeque ad 
scholas, lycaea, universitates, collationes, congressus quae neces­
sario videantur frequentanda . Si ex his nonnulla instituta adeo 
sint laicalia et profana ut periculum virtutibus religiosis immi­
neat vel scandalum ex frequentatione oriri possit, semper prius 
Ordinarius loci consulendus est. Quovis in casu Instructiones a 
S. Sede latae, servandae sunt. 

c) Ratione negotiorum, causarum quaestionumve quae ad 
ministeria specta.nt nec tuto vel convenienter apud auctoritates 
ecclesiasticas vel civiles aut apud officia publica seu privata per 
alias personas tractari et expediri possint. 

De ingress'LL ext1'aneOr'U1n 

En la parte de las monjas gmir­
dense las normas de la clausma ma­
yor. En la parte dedieada al minis­
terio se pueden admitir los alumnos, 
11:fias 0 11 ifios, maestras, enfermeras, 
criadas, de ordinario; temporal men te 
las personas espeeialmente relaeiona­
das a los alum nos, y hasta los invita­
dos a aetos eseolares. Todo esto debe 
apareeer detemlinado en regIa apro­
bC1das por cl Ordinario. 

The rules for major enelo me 
should be observed in the section re­
served to the community. Inside the 
part assigned to the apostolic work 
pupils, boys or girl , teachers, 11m cs; 
sen 'ants can be admitted regularly; 
for special occasions, the pcr ons 
closely related to the pupils, and 
even guests invited to scholastic ac­
tivities . All these adm issions should 
be elearly stated in regulatiom ap­
proved by the Ordinary. 
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. 52. Leges circa ingl'essum in clausuram maiOl'em aeque 
applicantur Monasteriis clausurae minoris quod attinet ad par­
em Monialibus resel'vatam (Instr. Inte1' pmecla1'a, XII et supra 
. 26 et seq.). 

53 . a) Pal'tem Monastel'ii operibus addictam, mulieres seu 
uellae vel pueri quibus eadem opera destinantur, ingredi pos­
unt, ibique. etiam <liu noctuque, iuxta naturam operum commo­

rari. 
b) Idem valet pro mulieribus quae operibus necessariae 

unt, ut magistrae, nosocomae, anci11ae, operariae. 
54. a) Ad actum seu hanseunter admitti possunt aliae 

el'sonae peculiari vinculo cum iis devinctae ad qu'as opera diri­
untul', v. g. parentes seu coniuncti aut benefactores puellas 
eu pueros comitantes vel visitare cupientes; eosdem vel etiam 
lios quos oportet aut decet, iuxta naturam operis et usus loco­
urn, invital'e licebit, ad quasdam festivitates seu demonstra-
. ones, quae dicuntur, religiosas vel scholosticas. . 

b) Haec omnia in Statutis vel Ordinationibus legitime ap­
robati s opportune definienda sunt. 

' cccsariamcntc e ha dc admitir 
10 que tienen la inspeeei6n ofieial, 
los que pueden en tra r en la cla u­

!fa mayor, y a otros en easo de neee-
dad 0 \'erdadera utilidad a juieio 
cl Ordinar io. 

Persons that arc necessarily admit­
ted arc: the official insoeetors, those 
who are allowed to enter the major 
enclo nre, and others in case of ne­
cessity or of grea t u tili ty in the 
opinion of the Ordinary. 

55. Admitti autem debent omnes quibus iure ecclesiastico 
el ol'dinatione civili legitime munus inspectionis cuiusvis generis 
emandatum est. 

56. Non minus, uti par est, quam in pal'tem Monialibus 
sel'vatam (can. 600, 4Q), in partem operibus destinatam ad­
itti possunt, ob necessitatem, medicus, operarii et alii huius­
odi viri, ex licent ia etiam habituali Ordinarii loci (n. 29, c) . 

57. Ordinarii loci licentia requiritur et sufficit pro ceteris 
asibus 11ecessitatis vel verae utilitatis qui supra (11n. 45-56, a.) 

I in propriis Opel'um Statutis non praevidentur. 

Es derccho del Ordinario y dcl u­
erior R~gula r cl vigilar regular ' 0 

plclllentar el eumplillliento de esta 
au ura lllenor. 

The Ordinary and the Religious 
uperior have the right and the duty 

of snpervising, regulating or supple­
menting the observance of thi minor 
enclosure . 
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58. Firmis pro parte Monialibus reservata omnibus circa 
clausuram maiOl"em praescriptis, etiam circa mitiorem cl.ausu­
ram quae partem opcribus destin at am afficit, ius est et officium 
Ordinarii loci et, si casus ferat, Superioris regularis, necnon, 
servatis servandis, Auctoritatis Foederationum, stricte invigilare 
atque, si id requiratur, opportunas, praeter illas quae iam pro­
priis Statutis ol'dinentur, cautelas ad custodiendam et tutandam 
clausul'am pl'aescribere. 

De custodia clattSU1'ae 

La Superiora tiene la vigilancia in­
m edJata, guarda las Jlavcs de las jmer­
tas intermedias, y no confiara las 
otras !laves sino a personas seguras. 

The Mother Superior \"atchcs di­
rectly over the o-bservance of the 
enclosure, keep the keys of the doors 
between the monastery and the other 
part, and will en trust the other keys 
to rcliable persons only. 

59. a) Immediata huiusmodi clausurae custodia Antistae 
committitur. 

b) Claves transitus ab una ad alteram partem Monasterii 
ten eat ipsa, vel Monialibus prudenteI' tradat quae operibus ad­
dictae sint. 

c) Claves aliarum portarum in aedibus operum ne concre­
dat nisi personis omnino tutis. 

Las monjas que salieren ilegitima­
m ente de los terminos del monastc­
rio incurren por cl mismo hecho en 
excomuni6n.· Las que salieren de las 
partes reservadas a la comunidad, pe­
ro quedando dt;: ntro del monasterio, 
han de scr castigadas. 

uns leaving without license the 
precincts of the monastery fall unde 
cxcoll1unica tion by the act itself. 
Those leaving the part reserved fo 
the community, yet staying inside the 
limits of the enclosure, should be 
punished. 

60. Moniales illegitime e saeptis Monasterii exeuntes ex 
communicatione Sedi Apostolicae simpliciter reservata ad nor 
man can. 2342, 3Q, vel, ex expressa S. Sedis concessione, Ordi­
nario loci reservata, ipso facto plectuntur (Instr. Inter pmeclara 
XV, 1). 

61. a) "Moniales illegitime egredientes e partibus Monas 
tel'ii Communitati reservatis ad alia loca intra saepta Monasteril 
posita, a Superiorissa vel ab Ordinario loci pro gravitate culpa~ 
puniendae sunt" (lb., 2). 
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b) Transitus autem est illegitimus quoties fit absque licen­
ia saltern habituali vel rationabiliter praesumenda Antistitae. 

Los que cntren 0 introduzcan en 
a partc reservada a la comunidad 

I11currcn en cxcomunon reservada a 
a Santa Sedc. Ouienes entren 0 in­
roduzca n en lasp artes no reservadas 

. la comunidad han dc SCI castiga­
do . I I ~~ 

Those entering or admitting others 
inside the section reserved for the 
community incur excomunication. 
Those entering or admitting othcrs 
inside parts not re erved for the use 
of the community should be punish­
ed. 

62. "Illegitime ingredientes et eos introducentes vel admit­
entes in partes Monasterii Communitati reservatas, excommu­
icationem S. Sedi simpliciter r eservatam incurrunt" (lb. 3). 

63. "IIIegitime ingredientes et eos introducentes vel admit­
entes ad loca Monasterii extra partes Communitati destinatas, 

"b Ordinario loci ubi Monasterium ad est, severe pro gravitate 
ulpae puniantur" (lb. 4) . 

IV 

Clausura papalis et Foederationes 

Los esta tutos de las Fedcraciones 
e Monasterios pueden dcterminar 
cerca dc la clausura cn los mismos 
on relaci6n al fin dc ]a Federacion. 
ctcrminaran · cl modo de asistir a 
el de cambiar las Superioras; igual­
ente el modo de intercambio dc of i­

rios y ayuda cn las neccsidades; y 
inalmente la creccion de casas dc 
ormacion comuncs, el acccso y la 
tancia cn las mismas. 

The regulations of the Federations 
of 10nasteries should decide about 
the enclosure to be observed in re­
gard to the end of the same. They 
must fix the ways of attending Chap­
ters Councils, of performing canoni­
cal visits and of changing superiors; 
likewise, the procedure of interchang­
ing offices and of help in case of 
need; and finally, the co.nstruction of 
communal houses of formation, ad­
mittance and stay in the same. 

64. Statuta Foederationum illa decernere possunt circa 
.lausuram, sive maiorem" sive minorem, Monasteriorum Foede­
atorum quae ad fines Foederationis obtinendos necessaria 
lestimantur. 

65. Ad regimen quod attinet, facultas decerni potest egre­
iendi proprium Monasterium et ingrediendi aliud: ad insti­
endas ab Auctoritate Foederationis eiusve delegatis opportunas , 
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Visitationes; ad arcessendam, vel, servantis servandis, transfe­
rendam Superiorissam vel aliam Monialem. 

66. Ad fraternam Monasteriorum collaborationem foven­
dam, eadem facultas decerni potest: ad suscipiendum in alia 
Monasterio officium electione vel nominatione collatum; ad 
cuiusvi3 generis auxilium alii Monasterio praestandum vel ipsius 
necessitates sublevandas; imo, ad bonum privatum alicuius Mo­
nialis intra limites tamen in Statutis praefinitos. 

67. Ad Monialium meliorem formationem, conditis ad hoc 
aedibus communibus, facultas agnosci potest clare in Statutis. 
definienda, eas adeundi, in eis permanendi et ab eis redeundi, 
pro iis Monialibus quarum ex legitima destinatione seu revoca­
tione interest. 

Para la observancia uniforme dc 
L1 clausura pucden dcterminar ciertos 
cstatutos, y formular peticioncs a 1<1 
Santa Sede, y dcfinir la clase de obms 
quc sc han dc cjcrci tar y el modo. 

In order to obtain some uniformi­
ty in observing the enclosure they 
can fix some statutes, and formulate 
petitions to the Holy ee, and define 
thc kind of work to be undcrtakeil 
and the way of carrying it out. 

68. a.) Ad clausurae uniformen observantiam in Monas­
teriis Foederationis, nonnulla .valent Statuta decernere. 

b) Eodem fine a), salvisque semper iuribus Ordinariorum 
locorum et Supel'iol"um regularium, etiam speciales interventus 
Assistentium l'eligiosorum vel Superiorissarum Foederationis 
statui possunt quod attinet ad petitiones S. Sedi circa clausuram 
forte porrigendas, ex. gr. de itineribus extraordinariis suscipien­
dis, de commoratione extra Monasterium protracta deque aliis 
huiusmodi rebus. 

69. Ad Monasteria Foederationis quod attinet, quae ope­
ribus apostolatus incumbunt et communi clausurae minori subi­
ciuntul', Statuta decernere valent : quaenam opera suscipi possint, 
quasnam personas in aedes operum admittere liceat, sive habi­
tualiter sive transeunter, quanam ratione et quibusnam condi­
tionibus seu cautelis. 

V 
Instauratio clausurae papalis 

Todos los monasterios !ienen que 
guardar clausura papal mayor 0 me­
nor. Los Ordinarios, junto con cl 

Every monastery is subjected to 
thc law of enclosure major or minor. 
The Ordinary, together with the Reli-



Superior Regular, cstablec(!ran la mc­
nor en los monasterios quc, junto con 
la vida contcmplativa, ticncn aposto­
lado. En ca 0 de duda recurrasc a 
la Santa Sedc, a la quc en cl futuro 
sc acudid siempre para que un mo­
nastcrio pase de la cia usura mayor 
a la mennor. 
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gious Superior, must establish the 
minor enclosure in monasterics of 
contemplative lifc that do at the 
same tim~ some apostolic work. In 
case of doubt the Holy See must be 
consulted, and in the future the trans­
fer from major to minor enclosurc 
can only be effected after due rc­
course to the Holy Sec. 

70. a) Omnia Monasteria Monialillm clallsuram pontifi­
ciani. seu papalem observent oportet, sive maiorem, sive minorem 
JUxta criteria supra €xposita. 

b) Pro Monasteriis Monialium quae quamvis vitam contem­
plativam unice profiteantllI", operibus tamen apostolatus legitime 
incumbunt, eo modo quem supra descripsimus (n. 41) a), ni i 
iam provisum fuerit ab ipsa S. Sede post editam Constitutionem 
Apostolicam "Sponsa Christi" (A . A . S., XXXXIII, p. 5 ss.), 
Ordinarii 10ci erit, una cum Superiore regulari, si Monasterium 
ei subest, clausuram papalem minorem inducere, 

c) In casibus'dubiis res S. Sedi deferenda erit. 
d) In futuro semper S. Sedes adeunda erit pro transitu a 

clausura 'papali maiore ad clausuram papalem minorem, propter 
rationes supra expositas (n. 41). 

El Ordinario fij ara los Hmitcs dc 
las partes destinadas a la comunidad 
y a -las obras dc apostolado. 

The Ordinary must limit the 
parts assigned to thc community 
or to the apostolic work. 

71. Loci Ordinarii est cum clausura papalis minor indu­
citur, fines clausurae praescribere (can. 597, § 3) et destina­
tionem loco rum Monasterii Communitati vel operibus atque 
necessariam separationem inter ipsa recognoscere et approbare • 

Si hubicra dificultaclc cspccialcs 
rCclura .c a la Santa Scdcs. 

. In case of special difficulty the 
ma tter 1S to be referrcd to the Holy 
See. 

72 , Si peculiare:; difficultates, sive temporariae, sive habi­
tuales, clausura~ pontificiae seu papalis instaurationi obstent, 
res ad S .. Sedem deferenda, est, adiunctis fideliter expositis. 
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. Todo los privilegios, estatutos, di s­
pensas e indultos eximiendo de la 
dausura papal a mopasterios quedan 
'revoeados.' Por 10 mismo no se re­
eonoeera en adelante la clausura 
"episcopal" . Pero se mantienen los 
que regulen la clausura menor. 

All privileges, statutes, dispensa­
tions exempting monasteries from the 
law of enclosure are hereby revoked. 
Therefore the "episcopal" enclosure 
is no longer admitted . But the sta­
tutes already in existence regulating 
the minor enelosu[ are sl'ill "Hlid. 

73. a) Statuta, Indulta, Pl'ivilegia, Dispensationes quorum 
vi quaedam Monasteria, ret enta tamen conditione iuridica Mo· 
nialium, eximebantur clausura pontificia seu papali~ revocantnr 
(A. A . S., 1. c., p. 12; Responsum C. 1. C., 1 Martii 1921, A. A. 
S ., vol. XIII, p. 178). 

Idcirco, clausura quae "episcopalis" dicitur, pro Monialibus 
in posterum iam agnosci non poterit. 

b) Salve vero manent Statuta peculiaria qui bus clausura 
papalis minor pro Monialium Ordinibus, ex instituto, operibus 
apostolatus deditis, pressius ordinatur et aptatur. 

Contrariis quibuslibet minime obstantibus. 
Datum Romae, die 25 Martii 1956. 

L. + s. 

+ VALERIUS Card. V,\LERI, Pmefectus 

P. Arc. LARRAONA, SecTeta1°ius 

EN ADELANTE 

LA COMISION EPISCOPAL NOMBRADA 
PARA INTERPRETAR LOS DECRETOS CON­
CILIARES PUBLICARA SUS DECISIONES EN 
CABEZA DE LA SECCION OFICIAL CON­
SAGRADA A CURIAS DIOCESANAS. 
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Breviarum Documentorum Sanctae Sedis 

I) CONSTITUTIO APOSTOLICA q'ua Sanctus Gabriel Ar­
changelus omnium militum ex italico exercitu novo ordimi "trans­
missionum" addict01"Um coelestis apud Deum patronus decla'Ta­
tU1'. 

Postquam declarat haud parvum solacium animo Sanc­
tissimi inferre studium consociationum coelestem patronum 
po~tulantium, haec addit: "Ex quo enim, re militari prop­
ter novas inductas rationes et peculiaria munera attributa 
quam maxime hodie perfecta, novissimis militum "trans­
mi&sionibus" addictorum Orelo a machinatoribus sej unc­
tu., est, ejusdem Ordinis milites novum suae artis idoneum 
Patronum quaeslerunt. Sicut autem sancta Barbara, Virgo 
et martyr, per similes Litteras Apostolicas die IV Decem­
bris anna millessimo nongentessimo quinquagessimo primo 
a Nobismet Ipsis sub anulo Piscatoris data, Italis militi­
bus pyroballlstariis, nautis, machinariis et exstinguendis 
incendiis addictis coelestis Patrona confirmata atque re­
nuntiata fuerat; ita Sanctus Gabriel Archangelus militi­
bus per electricam vim ex longinquo colloquentibus vel 
sCl'ibentibus vel conspicientibus aptior Patronus scite visus 
est. Etenim Nos Ipsi, per Litteras item Apostolicas in 
forma Brevis, die XII Januarii ejusdem anni, Artium, 
quae "Telecommunicationes" hybrido nomine dicuntur 
eonlmque omnium qui, sive wri privati sive sodalitates, 
iisdemque quoddammodo dant operam, memoratum Archan­
gelum, eoquod "mortalium generi . .. exoptatum humane 
Redemptionis nuntium" detulerat, coelestem Patronum de­
claravimus. Neque tunc conscribere dubitavimus : "Sancta 
Mater Ecclesia progredienti huic popularum cultui non 
solum nunquam offecit, sed curae .. habuit et habet eum 
alere, provehere ac tutari quam maxime; quandoquidem 
quidquid veri, quidquid novi indagando attingitur, id ve­
luti quodam divinae mentis vestigium divinaequae potentiae 
indicium agnoscendum est" . Quod si novissimae illae Artes 
no"vissimaque instrumenta, prout pacis opera, "multum mul­
tumque valent (ut Nosh'a verba denuo us.urpemus) ad 
fraternam hominum communitatem fovendam roborandam­
que, ad eorum excolendam vitam, ad liberales artes et ad 
ingenuas disciplinas quam latissime propagandas"; non 
minus ad tu endam quoque militum atque ad expeditius 
efficiendum munus quo inter se corijungantur ipsa inser­
vire debent valeantque". Deinde recoligit petitionem Ordi-

. narii Militaris pro Italia, Excmi. ac Rmi. Dni. Henrici . 
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, 

, 
PintoneIlo, Archiepiscopi Titularis Theodosiensis in Arca­
dia, et decernit ". . . perpetuumque ih modum, Sanctum 
Gabrielem Archangelum novissimi "Transmissionum" ,Or­
dinis, quem vocant, omnibus adjectis honorib.us et privi­
legiis liturgicis, quae praecipuis coetuum Patron is rite com­
petunt, constituimus facimus et declaramus." 

Datum Romae apud Sanctum Peb'um, sub anulo Pis­
catoris, die VI mensis Aprilis anna MCMLVI. 

(A.A.S. Vol. XXXXVIII,- N. 13, 23 Oct. 1956.-p. 659). 

II) EPISTULA Ad Emu'Yn. P. D. Valerium Tit. S. Silvestri 
in Capite S.R.E. Cardinalem VELERI, S. Congreagtionis cie 
Religiosis Prae/ectum, Praesidem conventus utriusque cle1'i ex 
unive1'sa Hispania, de per/ectione 1'eligiosa ac sacerdotali h-e­
que apostolatu provehendis, in urbe Matritensi indicti. 

Exponit ideam congressus et selectionem Eminentissimi 
Domini ut ipsi praesideat. 

Et addit de relationibus inter utrumque clerum: "Gl'a­
tulamur laetamurque imprimis; Nobis enim perspectum 
est utrum que clerum in catholica Hispania con cordi animo 
concordibusque viribus aIlaborare, ut quae varia apostola­
tus incepta postulat hodierna aetas, auctiora usque incre­
menta capiant, sive cum agitur de privata uniuscuiusque 
mo1'um integritate sanctitateque procu1'anda, sive cum in 
apei'tum campum pl'osilire necesse est; eaque ad .chl'istia­
nas norm as pertractare, quae ad domesticum convictul11, 
ad litterarum ludos et scholas juventutisque rectam edu­
cationem et ad scripta publice edenda spectent, itemque 
ad pias omne genus sodalitates et ad consociationes illas 
pel'tineant, qua ab Actione Catholica nomen accipiunt, et 
quae cujusvis ordinis cives amplecti debent. Haec omnia, 
ut omnes norunt, ita efficienda sunt, ut Evangelii praecep­
tis Ecdesiaeque normis omnino conformentur, atque in­
crescentibus temporum nosh'Ql'um necessitatibus respon­
deant. Ac primo loco, quatenus de apostolatu agitur 10-
cali, quia adjutricem operam Ecclesiasticae Hierarchiae 
praestare debeat, prorsus necesse est ut "sine Episcopo 
nihil" fiat. (S. Ignat. Antioch., Epist, ad TraIl, 2; MIGNE 
P. G. V. 676) Quamobrem Sacrorum Antistitum erit, ad 
Apostolicae hujus Sedis praescripta, servantisque Codicis 
iuris canonici normis, ea omnia prospicere atque efficere, 
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quantum iisdem facultas edt, ut in propria ditione nihil 
desideretul', quod ad rem tanti momenti conferre queat; 
Sacris vero utriusque cIeri administris potissimum esto, 
itemque Religiosis utriusque sexus sodalibus, studiosam, 
sollel'tem, concol'dem ,atque invicem adjutricem operam 
naval'e, ita quidem ut quae praecipiuntur ab EPISCOPO, ea 
omnia juvante Deo ad effectum felictier deducel'e enitan­
tUl' ." 

"Ac pl'aeterea silentio praeterire nolumus, quam, ut­
pote necessariam, omnibus perspectam esse confidimus: 
cum nempe, hodie praesertim, sacrorum administri ne­
queant omnes civium ordines, eorumque varios status va­
l'ia~.que conditiones salutari opera sua facile atingere, 
optime profecto fece:rint si sibi sociam navitatem adscive­
rint eorum laicorum h9minum, qui Ecclesiae doctrina in­
structi et conformati, christianis moribus vivant flagranti­
que studio ardeant catholicam religionem propagandi eam­
que in privatam et publicam vitae actionem exercitationem­
que salutariter inducendi. Quemadmodum igitur id sacris 
Pastoribus summae erit utilitati, ita pariter maximo honori 
ac decori laicorum ordinis hominibus esse debet, qui apos, 
tolicum ministerium ratione quadam hoc suo ipsorum ad­
jumento, participal'e possunt". 

Exponit deinceps vitae sanctitatem et scientiae acqui­
rendae diligentiam qui bus praediti sint opportet minisb'i 
sacri; et in mentem revocat Summorum quasdam Pontifi­
cum \nstrucciones, necnon Codicis Juris Canonici praes­
cripta. 

Denique exspectationem pandit de felici exitu: " os, 
qui hujus rei momentum et gravitatem tanti facimus atque 
aestimamus, supplici Deum rogamus prece ut Matriten­
sis Congress us ad hoc assequendum summopere conferat. 
Quod quidem fere omnino confidimus, cuin id nos sperare 
jubeant tum avita et firma catholicae Hispaniae fides, tum 
ejus sacerdotum ac Religiosorum Sodalium incensum chris­
tianae pel'fectionis studium cum actuoso apostolatus ardo­
re conjuctum." 

Datum Romae, apud Sanctum Petrum, die X Septem­
bris, anno MDCCCCL VI. 

(A.A.S. Vol. XXXXVIII, No. 13, 27 Oct. 1956-p. 663) 



CURIAS DIOCESANAS 

ARZOBISPADO DE MANILA 

CIRCULAR A TODOS LOS RDOS. SACERDOTES, P ARROCOS 
Y COADJUTORES EN LA ARCHIDIOCESIS DE MANILA 

Re : P1'ohibici6,n de E xigir Pago por las B end'iciones 

Para salvaguardar el prestigio sacerdotal y evitar la Crl­
tica injuriosa del pueblo, al mismo tiempo que para -uniformar 
la disciplina eclesiastica sobre un punta muy importante en la 
vida exterior de nuestra Madre la Iglesia, POl' las presentes 
:renovamos la prohibic:i6n hecha POI' nuestros antecesores, de 
que el Sacerdote exija limosna 6 pago alguno porIa bendici6n 
de los sacramentales, como son los r osa1'ios, imagenes, cuad1'os, 
estampas, cingulos, vestidos, casas, o/icinas, talle?'es y demas 
cosas que son 6 que atafien a la devoci6n de los fieles , 

Nose incluye en esta prohibici6n la oferta 6 dOllaci6n pura­
mente voluntaria y espontanea que algunos insisten entregar al 
Sacerdote POl' gratitud, sin que se les exija de ninguna manera 
para -ello, 

C6piese esta Ca1·ta Ci1'cular en el Lib1'O de OnZenes y P1'ovi­
dencias de la P01'1·oquia. 

Manila, 7 de Ene.ro de 1957. 

(Fdo.) + RUFINO J. SANTOS, D.D. 
A1'zobispo de Manila 



Circular Letter 

1'0 THE VERY REVEREND PARISH PRIESTS, SUPERIORS 
OF RELIGIOUS ORDERS AND CONGREGATIONS AND 

RECTORS OF CHURCHES AND ORATORIES: 

The Sacred Congregation of Sacraments through the Apos­
olic Nunciatllre of the Philippines has reiterated the Instrllc­
ions of May 26, 1938 on the care and custody of the Most 
lessed Sacrament on the occasion of the sacrilegious thefts 

Buring the recent years (1). 

To this effect We wish to remind you of ur Circular Letter 
on the matter issued January 23, 1956 and hereby add to the 
'ame the special mention on the secu,rity of the doors and win­
ows of the church and sacristy. 

From time to time surveys and inspections will be made 
o insure the implementation of the said Instruction. 

Manila, January 15, 1957. 

+ RUFINO J. SANTOS, D.D. 
A1'chbishop of Manila 

1 Vide in BOLETIN ECLESIASTICO, Vol. XVI (1938) -- Octubre 
p. 656 ss. 



SECCIO,N DOCTRINAL 

The Marian Mystery of the Church 

Se va a celebrar en Lourdes (Francia) el primer centenario de las 
apariciones de la Santisima Virgen a Santa Bernar~ita, y con motivo de 
el un Congreso Mundial Mariano para el cual se han dividido los temas 
por nacionalidades tocando a los mari6logos de Estados Unidos eI de 
"Maria y el Apostolado de la Iglesia". 

El aspecto mariano de la Iglesia es tern a recientemente desente­
rrado: La Iglesia, inmaculada en la fe, unida a Cristo con eI prop6sito 
unico de regenerar a todos los hombres, es como la Virgen Madre de 
Jesucristo Hijo de Dios. 

La Orante de las Catacumbas y la Mujer Apocalpsis expresan esta 
identificaci6n. 

Maria es la primera en recibir al Verbo encarnado, la primera y 
mas egregia en la fe, y su misi6n principal fue dar al mundo eI Re­
dentor. 

Entender este misterio sera gran ayuda a los acerdotes en su mi­
nisterio. 

In 1958, Lourdes in France will celebrate the first cente­
nary of the Apparitions of Mary Immaculate to Bernadette 
Soubirous. An international Marian Congress is scheduled to 
meet at Lourdes for the week of Sept. 10-17, and the theme 
for discussion is Mary and the Church, a theme which in re­
cent years has greately intrigued theological circles through­
out the world. 

According to the program, a thorough .and extensive treat­
ment of the matter will be forthcoming. Leading Mariologists 
from many countries have already assigned definite topics on 
which to lecture. Each Mariological group (one from each coun­
try) will treat one aspect of the general theme so that the com­
bined efforts result in ,a harmonious and systematic presenta­
tion. Some of the aspects to be treated are: the parallelism 
between Mary and the Church, the cooperation of Mary and 
the Church in Christ's redemptive work, the relation of Mary 
to the hierarchical priesthood and to the spiritual priesthood 
in the Church, Mary ·and unity in the Church, Mary and the 
apostolate in the Church. The last-mentioned topic has been 
assigned to the Mariologists from the United States. Prepara­
tions now being made presage a rich harvest of fruit both in 
speculative theology and in practic.al Catholic action for the be­
nefit of the entire Christian world. 

Since the beginning of our century, with the sainted Pius 
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{ giving back to the faithful their daily Eucharistic Food, the 
dea of the Church as Christ's Mystical Body was re-discovered 
nore and more. Under that aspect, the Church is the Com­
)lement of Christ, Christ's Body (Eph. 1,23; Col. 1,18), and 
tence is identified with Christ (Gal. 3,28). With Christ it is 
)ronght to life (Eph. 2,5) and lives the very life of Christ 
~ Gal. 2.20). · It suffers with Christ (Rom. 8,17), is risen with 
jhrist and seated at the right hand of the Father with Christ 
:Eph. 2,6). It possesses Christ's own Holy Spirit, the pledge 
md foretaste of the inheritance which it will have as joint 
leirs with Christ (Eph. 1,14; Rom. 8,11; Gal. 4,7). 

But there is another aspect of the Church which for cen­
uries was somewhat in the background and neglected, although 
;he Early Church was very much alive to it, and that is the 
Y.rarian aspect of the Church. In the plan of God, the Church 
liso has the role of Mary to carry out the world at large. 
rherefore she is Mother Church, immaculate in her faith, in­
~parably united as Holy Virgin to Christ her Bridegroom, he­
oic in her sacrificial love for her children, with the one great 

~
rpose on earth to regenerate all men in Christ, and bring Him 

orth in the individual heart. That is the Marian mystery of 
e Church, and today theologi,ans are re-discovering more and 

Dore that the mystery of the inner nature of the Church is the 

i
ystery of Mary, Virgin Mother of the Divine Christ. 

Why do the earliest Christians in the Catacombs give us 
e image of the Orante, at times designating that image as 

Mary, Mother of God" ,and then again as the Church herself? 
hy do the Fathers of the early centuries repeatedly ascribe 

Iary's characteristics to the Church and repeatedly consider 
he activity of the Church as a "doubling" of that of Mary? 
rhey even go further and identify in a sense M.ary and the 
Scriptural foundation is none other than the Woman of the 
Church, as did St. Ephraim (edition Moesinger, 134) and St. 
~yril of Alexandria (PG 77,996). The identity of Mary and 
re Church is deep in the roots of patristic literature, and its 
~criptural foundation is none other than the Woman of the 
~pocalypse, described so vividly by the Beloved Disciple him­
relf. For centuries a uthors were divided in interpreting the 

oman to be 'either the Church or Mary, but today a closer 
tudy of Semitic representation of thought points to the solu­
'on which understands the Woman as a concrete personality, 
fal'Y, · who in turn embodies in herself the collective Church, 
nasmuch as her living person is the perfect realization of God's 
deal r:hurch. 
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The Mari,an mystery of the Church offers great incentives 
to the Church at large and to each individual member, no mat­
ter what his station in life. According to the express teach­
ing of St. Thomas Aquinas (S. Th. 3, q. 30, a. 1), Pope Leo 
XIII (A6S 24, 195) and our reigning Pontiff, Pius XII (A~, 
35, 247), it was Mary who, in the name of the entire human 
race, gave her consent for the spiritual nuptials between t he 
Incarnate Son of God and mankind. Christ came not only as 
Savior but as Lover who so loved mankind that he wooed it 
as His Bride in the Church, Mary consent ing in the name of 
all to be that beloved Bride. Consequently it is the task of 
each individual member of the Church to live in turn that whole­
hearted devotedness manifested by Mary throughout her life . 
towards her God and Savior, and to enter into the spiritual 
nuptials with the Incarnate Son of God accor ding to the pat­
tern laid down in the holy Virgin. 

Mary, first and foremost in faith, received the Word of 
God, being the first to accept His divinity and the one whose 
faith in that Divinity never wavered. As the Church in minia­
ture Mary received every word falling from His lips, both in 
the hidden life and in the public life, and lived to perfection 
that message of holiness and life. All who believe in Christ 
are called by St. Paul the spiritual progeny of Abraham. Ma­
ry's progeny are all those who like her accept that divinity of 
her Son, believe in Him with their whole being, and practice 
that living faith in every detail of their lives. . In this respect 
the faithful Church verily shares the faith of the Virgin Mother. 

But the supreme role of the Virgin Mother was to bring 
forth Christ for the world. She brought forth physically in 
her all holy womb. But first of all she brought Him forth 
spiritually in her own inner being, for Mary is first and fore­
most Christlike, wholly transformed into Christ. If St. Paul 
cried out: "I live, now not I, but Christ lives in me," then im­
mensely more true is that of the Virgin Mother. To bring forth 
Christ in the heart of man is the gigantic task of the Church, 
the task of every member of the Church in r egard to his own· 
being, and the task of the hierarchical as well as of the spiritual 
priesthood in the Church in regard to one's fellowmen. How 
can that be accomplished apart from Mary and the Holy Spirit 
when it was Mary and the Holy Spirit who accomplished it 
the first time once and for all? Here again one glimpses the 
vital relation between true devotion to Mary and genuine trans­
formation into Christ, the goal of every heart. The Church 
and each member of the Church must identfy itself more fully 
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~ach day 'with the Virgin Mother, in her aims, her "intentions, 
iler strivings, her virtues. That is the aim of that Legion of 
louIs now active in all parts of the world, who endeavor with 
11 sincerity to live the interior life of Mary and carry out that 

Ie of life in each detail of the day. Only when the "Bride 
ready" (Apoc. 19,7) will the Bridegroom return to take her 
her' home, which is heaven. The Church can hasten that 

ay by putting on the sentiments and virtues of the Virgin Mo­
er to the fullest extent. 

This land of Mary, whose hundreds of shrines and places 
f Marian pilgrimage bear loud witness to its tender love of 
ary, this Marian nation is the very spiritual fuel which the 

Divine Spirit desires to find on earth in order to work anew 
~is wonders of Pentecost and bring about a nation-wide trans­
[ormation into Christ. Once priest and people comprehend the 
neaning of the Marian mystery of the Church, they will vie 

'th each other in living anew the interior life of the Virgin 
other, which is the special condition for the blossoming forth 

f the Flower of Holiness, Chr ist, the Perfect Man. When that 
terior life of Mary is lived consistently and earnestly by a soul, 
e Spirit of God finds no hindrance to His loving grace, Again 
e comes, again Christ lives, again the world sees the Life that 
the Light of men, 

'. 

BERNARD J. LE FROIS, S.V.D. 
Immaculate Conception Major Semina'ry 

Vigan, Ilocos Sur 
Sig.-4 
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. ~e N.egotiat i~ne Clericis et Religiosis Prohibita 

In ephemeride (lPeriodica de Re momli, canoniC4, litu?"uica' 
tomus XLV, fasciculus II, 15 Junii, 1956, e$lita fuit a R.P. Wil 
helmo BERTRAMS, S.J., elucubratio quaedam de negotiatiOlli 
clericis et religiosis prohibita (pag. 205-242), qua.e habet mo 
mentum practicum modernis circumstantiis accomodatum,' e 
cujus puncta quaedam pro clericis magis utili a in gratiam sa 
cerdotum hir. breviter elncidare intendimus. 

1. Negotiatio quaestuosa seu lucrativa sensu stricto, de 
ricis prohibita, dicitur quando quattuor conditiones simul obti 
nentur, nempe: (a) ut res ematur et vendatur - (b) ut ven 
datur non mutata - (c) ut vendatur carius - (d) atque emp 
ta sit eo praecise animo ut non mutata cal'ius vendatur. 

2. N egotiatio industrialis habetur quoties res labore hu 
mano mutata cum lucro venditur. Si res emantur eo propositi 
ut ope opificum pretio conductorum mutatae cum lucro ven 
dantur, negotiatio haec industrial is negotiationi quaestuosal 
aequiperatur atque clercis prohibetur: omnia enim elementa hu 
jusmodi negotiationis pretio comparentur cum intentione lu 
crativa. 

In negotiatione autem ubi res labore proprio mutantur, n01 
omnia elementa operationis pretio comparantur, atque propterel 
haec non repetutatur quaestuosa neque clericis prohibetur. 

3. Jam antea licitum reputabatur fructus propriorum fun 
dorum, etiam aliena opera immutatos, vendere, propterea qUO( 
res vendenda non emebatur, sed acquirebatur tanquam fruc 
tus bonorum jam possessorum. 

Immo si quis aliqua praedia possidens agrum conducit iJ 
supplementum ad certa.incommoda, puta molesti vicini, vitanda 
potest pecora emere eaque saginare in praediis etiam pretil 
conductis. Etenim intentio agrum conducendi non est lucrum 
Insuper, attento can. 1540, contractus locationis - conductioni, 
jam non aequiperatur contractui emptionis - venditionis. A, 
propterea, P. Bastien (Directoire canonique 4, 1933, n. 373) Ii 
citum opinabatur, propter consuetudinem, alienos agros con 
ducere ad greges alendos et quidem eo fine ut greges cari~ 
venderentur. Desideratur enim verus contractus eJI.lptioni 
- venditionis, ita ut aliquid ematur et carius vendatur. 
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4. Prohibitio. Negotiationis pro 'c1ericis, attento' canone 19, 
qua "libe'Ntm :jU'rium exercitium- coarctans"' stricte' est' interpre­
landa, ita' scilicet ut tantummodo absolute' requisita verbis legis 
attribuat et lex aliquid minimum opei·etur. 

Atiamell interpretatio legis non permittitur contra mentem 
legislatoris sufficienter cognitam. Ideoque non licet clericis 
aut religiosis actus negotiationis exercere qU'ae cum ipsorum sta­
tu et dignitate componi nequeat, ne despectui populi habean­
!ur, aut scandalum gignatuI' apud Christifideles. Manifeste 
etiam intendit Ecclesia ne negotiatio imponat necessitatem cle­
ricos aut religiosos distrahendi a spiritualibus et divinis, necnon 
a proprio officio animarum. 

5. Magis tam en in dies difficile se manifestat con amen sol­
endi quaestiones modernas per simplicem applicationem an­
'quarum solutionum. Propter mutationem condicionum oeco­
micarum aliquando desideratur solutio anti qua quae con­
uat naturae condicionum Ecclesiae nostri temporis. 

Beneficia nempe et fundationes quae antiquitus ordinarie 
nstabant fundis, agris, praediis, in non paucis regionibus vix 
m repel'iuntur ac periculum creant. Oritur proinde necessi­

providendi sustentationi clericonun, fundationibus collegio-
1m necnon subsidiis pro operibus caritatis et religionis, per 
edia convenientia quae in concreto sunt possibiJia et simul 
ficacia ad comparanda subsidia intenta. Ad hoc obtinendum, 
'cit collaudatus auctor, hodie inservire deberent quaedam 
dustriae nunc solent exerceri, non minus quam antiquitus 
ri, praedia, etc. ad hoc inservieballt, dummodo clignitas et 

bJigatio cIeri corum et religiosorum intacta maneat. 

PPLICATIONES 

~. Non aestimatul' prohibitum locare domum propriam vel 
rrum proprium, ut inde lucrum percipiatur. Scripsit. A. 
ERMEERSCH, S. J., "LUGO permittit, renitente MOLINA, 
t jumenta emantur eo fine ut locentur. Cum non ipsa jumenta 
d solus eorum usus pro pretio ' cedatur, revera nihil emptum 
t ad hoc ut carius. vendatur" (Theologia Moralis, T. III, ed. 

, 24). Idem dicendum est de propriis curribus locandis, etsi 
ucuntur a rhedariis pretio conductis. 
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2; In' collegiis possunt alumnis vendi pretio usuali libri, 
diaria, esculenta, potulenta, etc. in majus alumnorum commo­
dum etsi inferiore pretio comparata. Animus enim versatur 
circa commodum alumnis praestandum; lucrum habetur uti 
fortuitum, et, saltern partim, tamquam compensatio laboris im­
pensi, periculi sortis, ·etc. 

3. Eadem solutio valet pro religiosis et clericis qui pretia 
usuali vendunt objecta pietatis vel libr os devotionis et doctd­
nae chl'istianae, v. gr. daily Missals, quos ab externis regioni:" 
bus pretio imminuto detulerant. Intentio veditoris est apos­
tolatus litterarius; lucrum vero reputatur potius adventitium 
et compensatio laboris vel sortis periculi. 

4. Similiter in Scholis, ubi alumni efformantur ad exer 
cendam artem e.gI'. fabri, sutoris, etc. res alumnorum labor 
confectate possunt vendi pretio usuali, concesso alumnis favor 
quodam pecuniario ex lucro composito. In hoc supposito fini 
principalis est instructio alumnorum, lucrum habetur ut fortui­
tum. 

PRI CIPIUM ENUNTIARI POTEST 

Prohibita est negaotiatio formaliter quaestuosa, non autem 
mere materialiter talis, quando, ex.gr. finis activitatis non es 
quaestus, sed aliud bonum honestum . 

. Communiter legitima habetur acquisitio actionum societa 
tis non tantum industrialis sed etiam commercialis, de qua ante 
agebamus ap: Jus Pontificium, 1929, p. 34 ss. Haec enim acqui. 
sitio action urn reputatur collocatio frugifera capitalis propr' 
necnon prudens bonorum SUOl'um administratio. 

EXERCITIUM TYPOGRAPHIAE: 
Etsi labor instituatar per operarios pretio conductos, se 

ad propria opera typis imprimenda, nequidem est quaest io d 
negotiatione prohibita. Neque obstat quominus tE;lmpore, qu 
opera propria non habentur, etiam admittantur opera alien 
rum, ne operarii hoc tempore careant labore et mercede, nequ 
machinate infructuose manentes ad statum detel'iol'em rediga 
tur. Admissio operum alienorum hic habetur ut negotiati 
oeconomica. 
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b) Si typographia unice aut principaliter destinetur ad 
()pera alienorum imprimenda, atque labores fiant exclusive aut 
f ajore ex parte per operarios pretio conductos, nondum ne­
cessario affirmatur per_ se agi de negotiatione quaestuosa aut 
ndustriali prohibita. 

Si enim persona moralis ecclesiastica quaerit fundatonem 
ructuosam bonorum seu capitalis et propterea acquirit machi­
as et necessaria aedifica, hae machinae et aedifica aquiruntur 
d modum anti quae funadtionis agrorum et praediorum. Et si­
ut antiquitus nihil oostabat quominus agri proprii per ope­
arios conductos colerentur et fructus deinde venderentur, simi­
ter -dicendum videtur de machinis et aedificiis ad imp rim en-
~um acquisitis, ne fundatio infructuosa manere debeat. 

CAUTIONES tamen semper sunt urgendae, ne scilicet, 
ropter frequentiam aut magnitudinem operationum, status cle­
icalis et reliigosus, a laicis jure meritoque vituperetur, publico 
espectui exponatur necnon clerici et religiosi videantur nego­
-is saecularibus addicti in detrimentum officii sui spiritualis. 
ic enim aperte cum scandalo agreretur contra, intentionem et 
oluntatem Ecclesiae. Propterea expedit ne clerici aut religiosi 
cipiant vel prosequntur quidquid speciem gerit negotiationis, 

bsque approbatione et nonnisi sub vigil anti a auctoritats ec­
lesiasticae . 

• 
GEORGIUS VROMANT, C.I.C.M. 

Seminarium Sancti Ca-roli 
Manilanum 
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LA PEQUE:&A $OR CELINA. 

POI' el P. Marcial LEKEUX, Fl'ailciscano.-Traduccion del 
frances POI' p.I P. Jose Carrillo, Franciscano.- . . 

Un Vol. de 12 por 17 cm., de 256 pags. y 4 laminas en hueco 
grabado. En ru.stica con atractiva sobrecubierta, Pts. 35; encuadernado, 
Pts. 42. Edicion especial en papel superior, en tela can rotulos en oro 
fino en el lorna, Pts. - Luis Gili, Editor, C6rcega, 415. - Barcelona. 

Es un libro Iindamente escrito POl' el P. LEKEUX que tiene 
el don de captar el sabol' del corazon en las pequefieces de la 
vida. Va siguiendo paso a paso las acciones de una nifia cuya 
causa de beatificacion esta ya en el examen del Proceso Apos­
wlico sobre la Heroicid3.d de las Virtu des, faltando solo el exa­
men de los miIagl'os, de los que hay presentados tres mayores. 

SOl' Celina era Hamada en la familia Castang, de la que 
nacio en la aJ.dea de Nojals en Dordofia, Francia, en 1878, Germa­
na. Sufrio las privaciones de la indigencia a que poco a poco se 
vieron reducidos sus padres. Su educacion cutural fue la elemental 
de una nifia aldeana. Brillaba umt piedad temprana y sincel'a en 
sus acciones dirigidas POl' una madr buena de verdad . Muy pron­
to quedo lisiada debido a un bano helado. Huyendo de la miseria 
y del embargo de los bienes se refugio con los suyos primero 
en un bosque de Salabert luego en Burdeos, donde fue admitida 
como enferma en el hospital y despues como asilada en el "Re­
fugio de Nazareth". Aqui se hizo quel'el' POl' su piedad, bue­
nas dotes, y optimo caracter. Sus suefios de vida religiosa, que 
creia de imposible realizacion a causa de su enfel'medad, fuer'on 
POl' fin satisfechos al sel' admitic1a POI' las Monjas Clarisas del 
"Ave Maria" de Burdeos. El mismo dia de Stl toma de habito 
sintio una fatiga extrafia que andando el tiempo degenero en 
tfsis. Hizo su pl'ofesion despues de recibir el viatico. Falle­
cia consumida porIa enfermedad el 30 de Mayo de 1897. Ter­
mina el libro con las declaraciones de testigos de algunos de los 
milagros atribuidos a su intercesion y con un florilegio de fa­
vores. 

Llena el cuadro sencillismo de esta vida la rectitud sincera 
de un amor que embellecia los detalles mas insignificantes. Es 
quiza 10 que Dios quisiera subrayar con la glorificacion de la 
humilde clal'isa SOl' Celina de la Presentacion. 
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No convenimos con elautor en una observaci6n que pone 
principio de la Introduccion. Dice "Ha Dios ha queridp dar a 
te siglo, quiza a causa de su ol'gullo, santos de una modestia 
~mplar, santos sin milagros, sin extasis espectaculares, sin in­
rvencion en los asuntos publicos, hombres como los demas, que 
san facilmente sin sel' obsel'vados". En todos los siglos los 
ntos fueron y seran hombres como los demas; y en nuestro 
10, como en todos los restantes, Dios hace sentiI' su accion en 
almas escogidas cuando y como quiere, mas con sefiales ciertas 
sel' El quien am vive. En esta misma biografia, aun dejando 
al'te que Germana es 'una nina extraordinaria" 0 una mon­
a "santa" para los que Ie rodean, se encuentran visiones, 010-

sobl'enaturales, luchas con los demonios, menesteres de los 
geles, en las paginas 47, 84, 147, 159, 190, 207, 216, 225, 229, 
2, ni mas ni menos que en la vida de un santo medieval que 
tuviera en el pobre ambiente de SOl' Celina. Y los mismos 

omenos, junto a las mismas pl'otestas de sencillez, se encuen­
n a las veces hasta en biografias de San Juan Bosco. ~ No 
"fa ya tiempo de que ese mito de la "simplicidad" desapare­
ra de la agiograf ia moderna? No es verdad y hace dano a 
accion de Dios, llamesela mistica 0 como se quiera, que es 
a de ser reconocida POl' extraol'dinaria en quienes El quiere 

oponer por modelos de vida cristiana. 
Esto a un lado, elHbro es excelente tanto como ejemplo de 

·tudes cristianas que iluminan la vida mas humilde, como pOl' 

exposicion de la religion y practicas de las c1arisas hecha POI' 

P. LEKEUX con amor, ingenio y gracia. 

FR. J.M.M.A., O.P. 



SECCION PASTORAL 
VIDA SACERDOTAL 

EI Beato Inocencio XI Visto por S.S. Pio XII ' 
(Extractos del rnensaje radiado con oca.sian de la beatifi­

caci6n - 7 de Oct. 1956) 

"The inner sanctity of the great soul of Innocent XI is re­
vealed today in the sacred aureole of the Blessed which shines 
about his head and illumines with glory the three fold Papal crown, 
as if symbolizing His three principal works, as reformer of the 
Church, defender of its rights, protector of Christianity. Such a 
Man and such a Pontiff, it has been granted to Us by the Divine 
Goodness to raisc ·to the honours of the altar; to Us, to Whom was 
lately given the honour of inscribing in . the lists of the Saints an­
other great Pontiff, Pius X. These two men, so far apart i.n time, 
so different in character and achievements, are nevertheless alike 
in three aspects." 

"Both are shining models of what is called the "Man of God"; 
constantly united to God in prayer, penetrated by a living-one 
might almost sayan inborn-faith, and guided by a conscience 
which was always alert and dominating their whole being. They 
had a sense of responsibility before God, Whom alone, with the 
purest intention, they sought and served in full self-abnegation, 
ever dedicated to their essential duty, without allowing themselves 
to be distracted by minor and less important affairs ." 

"Both loved a life of simplicity and poverty for themselves; 
but their hearts were always o/Je.n and their hand ready to assist 
the needy." • 

"Both, with strong and tenacious wills, were prompt in under­
taking important and difficult enterprises, and in carrying them to 
completion in the face of any difficulty whatever. Hence both 
Pontificates have bee.n fountains rich in blessings for Holy Church. 
Blessed in the glory of Heaven, and present with their gracious 
intercession on the altars, these two distinguished athletes of God 
confirm the belief that when on the highest throne of the earth 
the "Man of God" dominates and guides the man of government, 
the Church has nothing to fear and can hope and dare all things; at 
the same time the world itself can look to the Chair of Peter as 
to an enduring bulwark of truth and sahation." 

Aunque el retraimiento austero del humilde Pontifice y su 
rigida actividad en el promover la obra de la reform a en el 
seno de una sociedad desde largo tiempo en connivencia con 
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graves abusos Ie priv6 durante su vida terrena del aura de la 
popularidad, sin embargo al cerrar piadosamente sus ojos, brot6 
espontanea en toda clase de personas la conciencia de su san­
tidad y de la grandeza de la obra llevada a cabo a favor de la 
Cristiandad y particularmente de Europa. . ..... 

Nos parece descubrir en la presente glorificaci6n del gran 
Pontifice del siglo XVII un delicado rasgo de la Providencia 
de Aquel que, como llama a las almas a extraordinaria santi­
dad, asi se reserva sefialar el dia de su apoteosis segun designios 
de infinita sabiduria. . .... 

No hay duda de que el intimo fundamente de la grandeza 
aun humana de Inocencio XI estrib6 en su santidad, 0 sea, en 
la pujante conciencia de fiel sumisi6n aDios, adorado y amado 
como principio, termino y norma de todo pensamiento, afecto, 
palabra y acci6n. Las her6icas virtudes que en el resplande­
cieron, las interepidas luchas sostenidas, las gloriosas empresas 
que inmortalizaron su nombre, brotaron de ella como los dife­
rentes colores refractados POI' un prisma de cristal trasparente 
y encontraron alli su fuente, alli la fortaleza necesaria. 

El beato Inocencio XI habia nacido en Como del Milanesado, 
entonces perteneciente a la Corona Espanola, en 19 de Mayo de 
1611 de Livio Odescalchi y Paula Castelli. Su nombre de pila 
{tie Benedicto. 

Como frecuentemente sucede en la historia de los Santos, 
la divina gracia previno a Benito Odescalchi des de sus tiernos 
afios, sirviendose primeramente de la sana educaci6n familiar 
que Ie dieron sus padres, "personas muy piadosas y cristianos 
excelentes", y en conformidad con la tradici6n del noble linaje, 
benemerito de la Iglesia y de la patria, por los ilustres perso­
najes que a entrambas sirvieron egregiamente. 

A los once anos quedo huerfano de padre y a los diecinueve 
de madre y desde entonces se dedico a la carrera de las armas y a 
los negocios. En 1636 siendo coparticipe dd Ie Sociedad Odescalchi 
de Genova fue a R oma con una carta de recomendacion del Gober­
nador Guzman para el Cardenal De la Cueva, y este, que habia sido 
tambien soldad.o, Ie aconse;o prosiguiera la carrera eclesidstica. En 
Roma y Napoles se doctoro en ambos derech09 en 1639; recibio 
la to- sura en 1640. Poco despues {tie nombrado "protonotario 
<l postolico" . 

Aun cuando, incierto sobre el estado de vida que habia de 
abrazar, se traslad6 de Como su ciudad natal en traje de co-
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merciante a Genova y despues de estudiante aRoma y a Na-. , 
poles, el joven Odescalchi reflejaba "en las palabras y en las 
costurnbres ·la intensa 'vida espiritual de que esta posefdo en­
tel'amente de Dios. Ya en aquella edad que frecuenternente es 
para otros ocasion de frivolidad, tenia como norma de conducta 
"fomentar el bien" (Su11~m. 1943 pag. 549) y particularrnente 
socorrer al projima, pOl'que "esto es 10 unico que se puede 
hacer ultilmente en el mundo" (Surrim . 1943 pag. 182). Sensible 
y docil a las divinas inspiraciones, apenas tuvo la certeza de 
que Dies Ie llamaba a servirlo en la Iglesia, a los casi 30 afios. 
Odescakhi no vacilo en abrazar el estado eclesiastico, con ab­
sol uta pureza de intencion y con la diligente prontitud para 
soportar cualquier carga que Ie fuese irnpuesta, 0, como el mis­
rno (segun parece) dejo anotado, para "servir sin esperanza 
Ili obligacion", es deciI', sin miramiento a personas y cosas que 
se opusiesen aa su vocacion (Summ. 1943 pag. 583). POl' eso 
no esquivo el dificil cargo que ciertamente no estaba en armonia 
con la innata generosidad de su corazon, de "Comisario extra­
ordinario de la Marca" en tiempos de extrema penuria privada 
y publica; mas aun 10 cumplio con plena satisfaccion asi de 
la Santa Sede, como de los mismos pueblos, gracias a su sin­
gular prudencia y paciencia, y especialmente, a la exquisita 
caridad, que hacia reconocer en el projimo, sobre todo en los 
pobres, la persona misma de Cristo, para socorrerles consiguien­
temente, con el sacrificio de sf mismo y de los propios bienes. 
A medida que los cargos y las dignidades se acumulaban sobre 
sus espaldas, tanto mas Stl espfritu buscaba refugio e~l la ora­
don, a la cual dedicaba muchas horas en el silencio de los 
templos y en la soledad de su casa convertida en auster~ san­
tuario, sacando de ella luz y vigor para afrontar las dificul­
tades en el gobierno de los pueblos, primero como Cardenal 
Legado en Ferrara, despues como Obispo de Novara; y final-
mente, en Roma. • 

Los cargos se sucedieron rapfdamente: Gobernador de Mace­
rata en 161-4; en 1645 Cardenal del titulo de San Cosine y San 
Damian; e.n 1648 Legado de Ferrara. Fue ordenado de sacerdote 
el 20 de oviembre de 1650 y en 30 de Enero d~ 1651 recibio 
La cOllsagracion episcopal. Tomo posesi61l deL Obispado de No­
yara en 1652 . Alejandro VII Ie llamo a 1a Curia en 1655. Luis 
XVI Ie PI.lSO el veto, por ser subdito espafiol, para que no fuera 
elegido Papa ell el conclave de 1669. Perc en el de 1676 rue por 
fin elegido tOl1umdo eL oombre de Inocencio XI. 
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Acaso puede causar maravilla, como sucedi6 a los cuntem­
JOnineos, que un hombre de tanto poder, de tan - dinamica 
lctividad, dE:splegada en los cargos de gobierno, como la admi­
listraci6n de la justicia, la tutela del orden publico, las mejoras 
te las tierras, y las relaciones con las autoridades, el cui dado 
Ie la hacienda publica del Estado' pontificio, encontrase tiempo 
lara dedi carse a las practicas piadosas, como, por ejemplo, "el 
~jercicio de la buena muerte," 0 la asistencia al rezo del oficio 
livino~ 0 la ensenanza del catecismo a los nin~s. Y sin embargo 
"1 'retiro de la oraci6n es la fuente secreta de sus innegables 
~xito antes y durante el Pontificado. En la uni6n COll Dios 
lfinaba la'madurez innata para conocer y juzgar a los hombres. 
:lara templar el animo a las luchas, para vel' con claridad 
.os verdaderos males que atormentaban a la sociedad, y, res­
~ecto de si mismo, para vigilar, corregir y dominar las propias 
mclinaciones, para hacerse, 10 mas posible, instrumento de bien 
m las manos de su Senor. 

Asi es como el dia en que la Iglesia, enviudada porIa 
nuerte de Clemente X, se postr6 delante de los alta res para 
recordar la pI'omesa del Omnipotente: "Yo suscitare para mi 
Lm sacerdote fiel, que obrara segun mi coraz6n y mi espiritu, 
V Ie edificare una casa fiel y el andad todos los dias en la 
presencia de mi Cristo" (Missa P1'O elig. Summ. Ponti/. In­
~'I'oit.), volvi6 los ojos hacia Benito Odescalchi, y reconoci6 
m el al Pontifice que lograria "la complacencia, as! de Dios 
POl' su diligente cui dado de los fieles, como del pueblo cristiano 
m virtl1d del c011stante celo de la gloria de Dios" (cfr. ib. Om-
'io) . ' 

Inocencio XI, al aceptar la dignidad de~ supremo Pontifi­
cado como cruz impuesta por la divina providencia, sabia los 
graves deberes que 'Ie esperaban, y juntamente, las grandes 
espel'anzas que la Cristiandad habia colocado en el. Lejos esta­
ba de su caracter practico y resuelto, como tambiE'~n de su 
conciencia de Padre y Pastor, toda idea de "dejar correr" 0, 
a 10 mas, de parar los golpes en cada caso. Inocencio XI 
:~ubi6 al trono pontificio con la vision de las necesidades de su 
tiempo, imponiendose en consecuencia, y desde el principio un 
programa de acci6n bien definido y concreto segun estas tres 
direcciones: llevar a termino la reforma interna emprendida POl' 
61 Concilio Tridentino, reivindicar la libertad y los derechos 
de la Iglesia, asegurar la salvaci6n de Europa cristiana. 

Efectivamente, el, que des de la nifiez se habia distinguido 
poria ' encendida piedad hacia Dios y POl' el respeto a las cosas 
divinas, reconoci6 en el sumo Pontificado un motivo mas para 
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vigorizar la vida interior, teniendo como deber suyo, segun 
el 10 dice, "estar retirado en casa pidiendo a Cristo por su 
pueblo" (Summ. 1943 § 1r73, pag. 422). El rezo del Oficio 
Divino siguio siendo su "mayor descanso y gozo," 'preferido a 
toda otra distraccion aun necesaria, (Summ. 1943 § 1908, pag. 
398) . Sumo fue el respeto porIa Santa Misa, en cuya celebra­
cion, en algunos determinados dias, no dedicaba menos de 
tres horas: una de preparacion, otra para el sacrificio mismo, 
y la tercera para dar POl' el humildes gracias. A tanta fide­
lidad a las cosas divinas correspondia la extrema delicadeza 
. de conciencia pl'opia de los I santos, que Ie hacia aborrecer en 
si y en los demas, no ya la <!ulpa, sino aun sus mas remotas 
ocasiones y hasta las apariencias mismas. 

Servir unicamente' a la santa causa, con escrupulosa con­
ciencia ante Dios, ofreciendose a El como puro instrumento, es 
acaso el rasgo que mas d~scuella en el caracter de Inocencio 
XI; el origen y la explic~cion de sus mayo res empresas, la 
primera de las cuales es la reforma del espiritu cristiano y de 
la disciplina eclesiastica. 

La tarde anterior a su eleccion, es decir, el 20 de septiembre 
de 1676, "a las dos de la noche," los Carden ales fueron a su 
habitacion para presentarle sus respetos, y el los acogio con 
grande ternura y conmocion, pero les suplico con ruegos acom­
panados de lagrimas, que quisieran elegir a otro sujeto de mas 
meritos que el, y mas habil para sostener un peso tan grande, 
indicandoles que habia alli sujetos bastante mas aptos. Al fin 
se mostro dispuesto a aceptar; pero pidio que los Cardenales 
suscribiesen aquellos Capitulos, como asi hizo. La manana 
siguiente el 21 de septiembre Odescalchi fue elegido. 

Todo el que, conociendo la historia del Pontificado de Ino­
cencio XI, relea ahora aquel documento de la visp~ra no 
puede evitar la impresion de tener delante de si un esquema 
biografico, mas bien que un program a para el futuro. Ninguno 
de los doce articulos quedo letra muerta, de modo que estos 
mismos, convenientemente ampliados y enriquecidos con los 
hechos historic os, podrian servir como otros tantos capitulos 
de la hiografia de Inocencio XI. Sobre todo el esp!:ritu que 
les infunde - alta conciencia del Supremo Oficio pastoral, recti­
tud de intencion, celo de la gloria de Dios, inmensa caridad hacia 
el pueblo - refleja de antemano 10 que realmente animo su 
Pontificado. En este programa, realizado, de reforma, Ino­
cencio XI primeramente tuvo la solicitud de restituir a la 

. Curia roman a y al Episcopado la propia dignidad e~piritual, 
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escogiendo personas id6neas a toda prueba y dispuestas a cola­
borar ('on el para desterrar los abusos. 

Rigido y oportuno se mostro en el importante terreno de 
la administracion de los bienes de la Iglesia y del Estado, cer­
cenando todo despilfarro y todo gasto no necesario, de modo 
que .eon el ahorro y mediante una organizacion tributaria estric­
tamente aplicada, pero que perdonaba a los de escasos recursos, 
saneo en breve tiempo el grave deficit de la Camara Apostolica. 

Pero mayor aun fue su solicitud por 10 que toca a la eleva­
cion religiosa y moral del pueblo, en cuyo empeiio, empleo 
prudentemente la autoridad y la persuasion. Mientras no du­
daba en prescribir norm as rigidas y penas severas contra 
las modas y los espectaculos inmorales, y contra los sembrado­
res de escandalos, era cuidadoso en fundar escuelas de doctrina 
cristiana, ensefiada no pocas veces POl' los mismos Cardenales, 
aun "en las plazas" y "en los rincones." 

En el terr~mo concreto del conflicto, en su doble objeto, las 
"regaIias" y las "franquicias del barrio de la embajada," no 
podia encontrar adversario mas poderoso. 

En el hecho de que Luis XIV POl' cuenta propia habia ex­
ten dido a todo el reino algunos privilegios concedidos POl' la San­
ta Sede para determinadas diocesis, via Inocencio XI la violacion 
de un derecho con peligros gravisimos para toda la Iglesia, sea 
en el terreno de los principios, sea en el de la realidad concreta. 
El silencio del Papa ante esa violacion hubiera no solo sancio­
nado los errores tantas veces condenados POl' sus Predecesores 
en materia de relaciones entre la Iglesia y el Estado, sino 
facilmente llevado a Francia pot el camino del cisma. 

Igualmente en el conflicto de las "franquicias del barrio 
de la embajada" Inocencio XI vio una cuestion de principio y de 
derecho. La excesiva extension de las inmunidades diploma­
ticas a barrios entel'OS se comprobo sel' causa de desordenes 
y de delitos en Roma y en el Estado Pontificio; Inocencio XI 
se dispuso POI' tanto a extirpar el abuso, a pesar de la resisten­
cia opuesta por el rey y por su Embajador. 

Ningun historiador leal podria repetir la acusacion de que 
la conducta del Papa tendia a estorbar los planes politicos del 
Rey de Francia. Inocencio XI lucho con la intencion mas 
pura, no por impulso 0 instigacion ajena (efr, Mons, Lorenzo 
Casoni al Card. Ranuzzi, N unzio a Parigi, 27 Gennaio 1688 -
Arch. Seg1·. Vatio. Francia 317 H II~, fol. 907), sino movido 
unicamente POI' e1 senti do de su responsabilidad ante Dios, -POl' 
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la rlefensa del derecho de la Iglesia y por la salva cion , eterna 
del mismo Rey, cuya alma veia en peligl'o. 

Dil'iase que la Providencia ha pl'eferido dejarnos de ella 
imagen del atleta de Dios, enel'gico pero con moderacion y dig­
nidad. POI' eso nos. no dudamos de colocarle en el escuadr6n de 
los campeones mas grandes y admirables de la libertad y de la 
independencia de la Iglesia, en cuyo vertice resplandece la gi-
gantesca figura de Gregorio VII. . 

En cambio, en otra lucha, mas amenazadora y tremenda, 
Ie fue concedido a Inocencio XI recoger la palma de la victoria, 
conquistandose en la historia el titulo de salvador de la Cris­
tiandad de la invasion de los turcos. 

La victoria naval de las fuerzas cristianas en Lepanto, 
cuya alma habia sido el Santo Predecesor Suyo y Nuestro, 
Pio V, habia si, debiiitado la potencia otomana y frenado el 
impetu de sus conquistas. PerQ el limite .del territorio domi­
nado POl' los Tureos, qued6 como estaba y casi pasaba POl' 
Viena; de Hungria no quedaba libre, despues de 1541, mas que 
una faja estrecha. La P uel'ta podia de nuevo l'esurgir , y 10 
hizo bajo el habil y t emido Gran Visir Kara Mustafa. Su in­
tento era invadir la Europct central, los territorios de la Casa 
de Habsbul'go y, sin duda, pasar tambien a Italia. 

La hora historica de la batalla definitiva de Viena sono 
al alboi'ear el limpido sol del 12 de septiembre, cuando el ejer­
cito de socorro atac6 al de los asaltantes. Antes de ponerse 
el sol, la victoria sonreia netamente a las fuerzas cristianas 
que perseguian a los Turcos en plena derrota. Para todos 
era cosa clara que un suceso tan esplE~ndido solamente habia 
sido posible gracias a la coopel'acion de los dos ejercitos cristia­
nos, el imperial y el polaco. Los contemporaneos y los histo­
riadores posteriores unanimemente afirman que el artifice pri­
mario de la alianza y por 10 tanto de la liberaci6n de Viena y 
del mejor rumbo que tomo de alii la historia de Europa, fue 
Inocencio XI, quien a su vez, con humildad conmovedora 
atribuyo el merito y la gloria de aquella jornada a Dios, POl' 
intercesion de su Santisima Madre. En el Consistorio secreto 
del siguiente 27 de septiembre de 1683, despues de haber tribu­
tado alabanzas amplisimas al Emperador Leopoldo y al Rey 
de Polonia, terminaba asi su alocucion: "Quod 1'eliquum est, 
omnis spes et fiducia Nostra in Deo est; Ipse enim, non manus 
Nostra, fecit haec omnia; proinde· sincero co'rdis affectu con­
vertamus nos ad Dominum, Deum Nostrum, ut me1'eamur eius 
semper p1'otectione defendi ab inimiC'is nost1'1S in angustiis et 
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lat~ 2896, fo1. 590). 

Fallecia el 12 de ,Agosto de 1689. 

La santi dad intima de la grande alma de Inocencio XI 
se revela con la aureola sagrada de los Beatos que resplandece 
al rededor de su cabeza bafiando de gloria la triple diadema 
pontificia que parece simbolizar sus tres maximas obras, como 
reformador de la Iglesia, vindicador de sus derechos y defensor 
de la Cl'istiandad. A tal Varon y a tal Pontifice la divina Bon­
dad Nos ha concedido elevarlo al honor de los altares a Nos, a 
quien ya fue dado inscribir en el album de los santos a otro 
gran Pontifice, Pio X. Uno y otro, tan alejados en el tiempo 
y tan diferentes en el modo de ser y en las empresas, son sin 
embargo muy semejantes en tres aspectos. 

Ambos son clarisimos dechados de 10 que llamamos "Varon 
de Dios": constantemente unidos con Dios porIa oracion, pene­
trados de una fe viva que se podria llamar natural, y guiados 
pOl' una conciencia siempre despierta y que ensefiol'ea todo su 
sel' POl' medio de 1a responsabilidad ante Dios, a quien solo 
servian ellos y se dirigian con intencion purlsima, con plena 
abnegacion de sl mismos, siempre consagrados a su deber esen­
cial, sin dejarse dist~ael' POl' a1}untos subo1'dinados 0 acceso1'ios. 

Entrambos amabari para si mismos la sencillez y la pob1'e­
Z&, pero tenian abierto siempre el coraion y la mane lista para 
soconer a los il1digentes. 

Uno y otro con voluntad fue1'te y tenaz fueron diligentes 
en emprender graves empresas y llevarlas a feliz w1'mino no 
obstante las dificultades. POl' esta 1'azon, ambos Pontificados 
han sido fuente copiosa de bien para la Santa Iglesia. Los dos 
excels os atletas de Dios, bienaventu1'ados en la gloria de los 
cielos y presentes con su benigna inte1'cesion, en los altares, 
hacen mas firme la persuasion de que, cuando desde el mas 
elevado solio de la tierra el "Varon de Dios" prevalece y sos­
tiene al hombre de gobierno, la Iglesia no tiene nada que temer 
y puede esperarlo y emprenderlo todo, mientras que el mundo 
mismo puede alzar su mirada hacia la Sede de Pedro como a 
perenne baluarte de verdad y d~ salvacion. 

(Traducci6n de la Oficina de Prensa de,l Vaticano) 
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Homiletica 
DOMINGO CUARTO DESPUES DE EPIFANIA (Feb. 3) 

La Oraci6n en la Vida C1'istiam,a 

"Domine, salva nos, perimus" 
Mat. VIII 25 

El evangelio de hoy sugier e una imagen bella de la vida hu­
mana tal como la sentimos: Marineros en una fi'ligil bal'ca bre­
gamos bogando contra los vientos y las tempestades del vivir, 
mientras que Dios parece dormido en el fonda de ella. 

El evangelista nos cuenta este episodio, porque cuando Je­
sus despert6 y mand6 a las olas y al viento que callaran, y vino 
la calma, los discipulos comenzaron a vel' que en Jesus estaba 
oculto el poder infinito al que obedece la creaci6n. 

Eso vemos nosotros tambien, cuando Dios nos atiende. Mas 
cuando parece no escucharnos, dudamos de que Dios este con 
nosotros; 0, cuando menos, Ie creemos dormido. 

No tenemos raz6n. Y vamoo a verlo. 
Es la oracion un saIto del corazon humane hacia el corazon 

de Dios en el que busca refugio para las penas, apoyo en las 
debilidades, socorro en los peligros y expanson en las alegrias. 
De este vivir la amistad mutua entre Dios y el hombre Ie viene 
su eficacia a la oracion : Dios es el amigo en cuyas manos es­
tan los tesoros todos y que anhela vivir con hechos y con dones 
esa amistad que el hombre invoca. Como Dios no puede ser 
infiel p.n la amistad, tampoco puede d~jar fallida la oracion. 
Lo dijo el Senor: "Pedid y recibireis; buscad y hallareis; lla­
mad y se os abrira ; p01'que quien pide recibe, y quien busca 
halla, y al que lla111,a se le abre". (Luc. XI 9-10) 

El mas sencillo modo de oral' es repitiendo con los labios 
frases dirigidas aDios y formul~das POl' otros; pero a las que 
nosotros volvemos a prestaI' sentido y vida. El Padre Nuestro 
es la mejor, la eternamente verdadera, porque el Corazon de 
nuestro Redentor, que tan bien comoce el nuestro, nos la enseno. 
La Iglesia, los santos, los doctores han procurado formular una 
serie inagotable de plegarias en que podamos hallar cuanto pu­
dieramos sentir y deSeal\ Jesus mismo nos decia que lia de 

. ser sentida y breve: "O'rando no seais, como los gentiles, habla­
dores, que piensan se1' escuchados por su mucho hablar. No os 
asemejeis, pues, a ellos, porque vuestro Padre conoce las cos as 
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ie que teneis ne(! esidacl· antes de que· se .las pidais" (Mat. VI 
7-8) . 

Mas intimo modo de oral', el que hacemos con mas facilidad 
r sin sentirlo casi cuando estamos acongojados, . es la · oracion 
fllenta1. Consiste en un pensar en Dios que es infinitamente 
~ueno, que nos .ama y que nos ve pronto a socorrernos; y en un 
fontarle nuestras penas 0 nuestras alegrias, nuestros hastios 
~ nuestl'os deseos tal como flu yen de nuestro corazon al suyo, y 
tn un compentet l'anos de la bond ad que en EI vemos con los ojos 
~e nuestra fe, para ponerla en la vida de nuestras acciones POl' 
iJledio de la caridad, mientras caminamos hacia los bienes sin 
fin que nos promete la esperanza. Modo cordial y viviente de 
~cel'carnos a Dios del que decia el Senor: "Tit' cuanclo ores, en­
ira en tu cama1'a. y ce1Tada la pue?'ta. om a tu Pad1'e, que esta 
[n lo secreto; y tu Pad1'e, que ve en lo escondido, te 1'ecO?npem­
lara" (Mat. VI 6-7). 

l Y decia tambien nuestrp Senor que es preciso "OraI' sin des­
allecel''' (Luc. XVIII 2) y oral' para no caeI' en la t entaei6n 
Mac. XIV 38) . La r azon es pOl'que nuestros esfuerzos, POl' gran­
es que sean, son insuficientes: no llegan a donde se nee~sitan; 0, 
i llegan, desfalleeen, 0 se topan con otros que les detienen. Ade­
eas de que todas nuestras luees y nuestro vigor son don divino. 
~i, pues, la tentaeion 0 la necesida-d se presentan, es neeesario 
rar para veneer; si el bienestar y la alegria nos inundan, es 
eeesal'io oral' para agradeeerios. En todo momento es eon­
eniente que nuestro corazon y el de Dios caminen juntos. 

El evangelio de hoy nos ensena tambien otro detalle sobre 
manera de oral'. Nos impaeientamos POl' no vel' el resultado 

e nuestras plegarias. Creemos aDios dormido. Nos olvida­
os de que EI nos ama con un amor eterno, para el que los siglos 

instantes, y con un amor infinitamente sabio que ve en las 
u'anas de las eosas la verdad de 10 que nos es bueno. Nos da 
bien que pedimos de modo que no nos haga dano, y aguarda 
darnoslo en el momento preciso. Tengamos confian21a en El. 

e levan tara ; mandara a los vientos y a la mar que se caImen, 
10 haran; y, como les aconteeio a los Apostoles, euando se nos 

aya pasado el susto y pensemos, nos hallaremos con la calma 
[ue pediamos, y, ademas, con tesoros de amor y de fe ' que no 
ospeehabamos. · . . 

Es la ora cion del buen cristiano un . intercambio de carinos 
nu'e el y Dios. Debemos orai' siempre, y siempre,' al oral', de­
ieramos escuehar la Hamada que Dios haee a nuestro corazon: 
i nos ha de oil' porque somos sus amigos, restablezeamos, euan-
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do estuviere rota i guardemos inmaculada su amistad con nuestro 
vivir de veras nuestra fe. 

Asi la oracion sera en nuestra vida cristiana, calma en las 
tempestades, aliEmto en las fatigas, y una. continua Hamada hacia 
la gloria sin fin. 

FR. JESUS l\1:A. MERINO ANTOLINEZ, O.P. 

DOMINGO QUINTO DESPUES DE EPIFANIA (Feb. 10) 

P1'ecauci6n contra los Malos Influjos 

"lnimicus homo hoc fecit" 
Mat. XIII 28 

La parabola que nuestro Sefior nos propone en el evangelio 
de hoy es ante todo una leccion para que nos guardemos de u 
celo intemperante. Tratamos a las veces de imponer a los de­
mas el ser tan buenos como nosotros quisieramos, 0 debieramos 
ser y desbaratamos con eHo la obra de Dios. Su misericordia 
infinita no conoce las prisas, y habriamos de imtarle siquiera 
fuera en provecho de la caridad. 

Pero hay tambien otra leccion que nos sera POl' el momento 
mas oportuna. Hayen el vivir cristiano una serie de obsta­
culos que se presetan sin saber POl' dande y que matan en no­
sotros los mejores germeries. Parece en verdad un campo d 
trigo sembrado de zizafia POl' una mano enemiga y oculta POl' 
la oscnridad. 

Consideremoslo POl' unos momentos. 
La fe en Dios, el conocimiento del bien, el saber usar los 

medios que Dios puso a nuestro alcance para que nos salvemos 
son e] primer fundamento de una vida cristiana. Ademas d 
ser el hombre POl' naturaleza olvidadizo y dejado, viene a con 
tribuir a la ignorancia de las cosas divinas la indiferencia que 
por la fe muestran muchos de los que nos rodean, la difusi61~ 
de errores y doctrinas contrarias, como si fueran postulados de 
saber y de la prudencia humana, la obcecaci6n que las distrac 
ciones humanas afiaden a nuestras debilidad. EI resultado e 
que, 0 no vemos a DiosJ 0, si Ie vemos, es tan de lejos, que ni nos 
mueve. Sin Dios es imposible la vida, no ya de cristiano, sino 
de hombre naturalmente bueno, porque no tiene fundamiento ni 
proposito. . . 
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La fe sin obras, no es fe, 0 esta muerte que es peor. Y aquf 
donde con mas facilidad entra la de~epcion. Compasiones fal­

as, .componenedas faciles, dilaciones sin cuento se interponen 
ntre la conciencia de nuestros deberes de cristianos y nuestra vi­
a. Sobre todo el sel' de muchos el faltar, y de pocos, aunque bue­
os, el permanecer fieles nos hace seguir la corriente de los mas y 
Ividar la Ley de Dios. En especial nos dejamos sugestionar 
or tanto como hoy se clama contra 10 recto y tajante de nuestras 
l'acticas catolicas. Como anticuado,' debil, supersticioso, y hasta 
e mal gusto, se trata al acercarse a los sacramentos, el seguir 

plegarias cristianas, y hasta la honradez sin tacha que Dios 
os pi de. j Cuantos de nosotros no se esconden para sel' buenos! 
rala semilla de debilidad es esta, y sofoca los deseos de servir 
Dios con alma entera. 

Ha ytodavia otro veneno que va mas hondo y agosta mas 
vida del alma. Es la desconfianza y descredito que se acu­

ulan contra los ministros del Sefior. Se los presenta primero 
mo hombres de oficio que, si claman contra el vicio y trabaj an 

or la virtud, es porque, como el zapatero zapatos, y el herrero 
avos, asf el sacerdote tiene que hacer sermones; si promueven 
evociones y actos de culto, es POl' interes de lucro 0 nombre. 
uando 10 hacen bien, pudieran hacerlo mejor; y, si algo sale 
aI, es pOl'que no tienen cultura, abnegacion, entusiasmo, ideales, 
ada en fin que haga al hombre sobl'esaliente. Lejos de salir a 
1 defensa de los que han consagrado a Bios y a nosotros su 
. da entera, y tienen en materias de su cargo un a- preparacion 
una honradez que ya quisieran para sf quienes les denigran, 
nos callamos, hacemos coro con los maldicientes. Es verdad 

ue Jesus tiene ya anunciado a sus minish'os: "a s envi6 como 
ejas en medio de lobos; sed, pues, p1"t~dentes como serpientes 
sencillos como palomas" (Mat. X 16) ; mas tambien les dijo 
otra parte: "El que a vosot·ros aye, a Mi me oye; y el que 

1'osat?·os desecha, a Mi me desecha; y el que me desecha a 
i, desecha al que me emvi6" (Luc. X 16). Esta identificacion en-
'e Dios y sus ministros, que los enemigos de Dios pretenden con 
ntas veras destruil', debiel'a estal' siempre pl'esente a nues­
as almas, pOl'que, ademas de sel' vel'dad, es una fuente de 
'andes beneficios para nosotros, ya que solo, euando se reciben 
n sumision, la vei'dad y ,Ia 'direceion hacia el bien son un ele­
ento de vida. 

No condenamos la epoca en que vivim9s. Hemos de reeo­
cel' sin embargo que la siembra de errores y de decepciones 

ene hoy medios mas sutiles, mas poderosos y mas mortiferos 
ue nunca. El cine, la radio, la prensa, son utilizados con su-
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rna habilidad para paralizar la vida del .hombre con Dios. POl 
10 rnismo necesitamos estal: cumplfr con sencillez y hombria la 
practicas de nuestra religion; demos la cara por nuestro Dio 
y por los que a El; y a nosotros por El, sirven. 

Asi lograremos guardarnos inmunes de las semillas de per 
diciqn, y dignos de sel' recogidos en la gloria del Senor. 

FR. J.M.M.A., O.P. 

DOMINGO DE SEPTUAGESIMA (Feb. 17) 

Lo que vale la vida 

HIte et vos in vineam mean~ 
Mat. XX 7 

Dijo N. S. Jesucristo la parabola de hoy en una series 
instrucciones dadas a los Apostoles que habian -de sel' continu 
dores de su obl'a. Quiso con ella amonestarlos a la diligencia e 
segiiir la voz de Dios, y ponerles ante los ojos que la recompe 
sa seria justa y completa, aun cuando el tiempo del trabaj 
pOl' El fuere l'educido. 

La Iglesia nos escoge esta parabola para principial' con s 
doctrina el tiempo santo de la preparacion para la Pascua, po 
que ve en ella una llamada de Dios a todos y cada uno de I 
cristianos para que trabajen con toda e1 alma en 1a obra 
su salvacion 

Dios nuestro Senor es e1 buen Padre de familias que se pr 
ocupa de que nos salvemos. Nos creo para su gloria; sabe q 
con nuestras buenas obras tenemos que ganarla; y nos pide 
trabajo de rnovernos POl' conseguir1a. Desde las primer as hor 
de nuestras infancia nos llama, nos pone delante el que nuest 
vida es vida solo cuando con ella conseguimos el cielo. N 
cO!ltrata, podiamos decir, para que POl' el trabajo de un so 
dia, entre el amanecer del nacimiento y el ocaso del morir, gan 
mos el denario de una eternidad bienventurada. 

La vida es una insensatez sin el trabajo POl' consegiIir 
eternidad. Ni mas ni men os que los corrillos de desempleado 
en los lugares de contrata . . Se fatigan hablando y matando E 
tiempo para sacar sed en los labios y hambre en las entrana~ 
E1 hombre que en 1a vida brillo e hizo ruido sin mirar al cie! 
que Ie esperaba, a 1a hora del morir se encuentra con ' que ' 
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rna, las riquezas, los honores se quedan a ·este lado de la muer-
y solo pasa al mas alIa el coraz6n bueno y sensibe para con 
os, 0 seco y duro. " Y i que aprovecha al hombre ganar todo 
mundo y perder su alma?" (Mac. VIII 36). Es otra manera 
expresar la recriminaci6n del Padre .de familias a los obreros 

,rados: "i Porque estais aqui {)ciosos todo el dia?" . 
La obra de nuestra salvaci6n es, como el trabajo en las 

nas, una empresa delicada y ardua. Hay que vel' que las plan­
s crezcan y se desarrollen, que no se echen a perder, que sean 
Idadas y se dispongan de manera que fructifiquen. Cuanto en 
vifia se trajina ha de tener como ideal y norma el conseguir 
. rendimiento mayor y fruto mas sazonado. No pod ria esco­
rse mej or simil, para presentar 10 que ha de ser el trabaj 0 
Ir salvar nuestra alma. No nos basta el no ir al infierno, es 
eciso preparar nuestro coraz6n para un dia viva con todo 
gocijo la felicidad eterna de Dios. Y hay heladas, abrojos, 
maleza de tentaciones, contradiciones, penalidades, desganas, 
'cados y vicios cuando el ser bueno y permanecer con Dios 
dificil; y entonces tenemos que trabajar para no morir a 

vida verdadera. Mas hay tambien soler as de verdad y riegos 
gracia, sacrarnentos, devociones, inspiraciones divinas, auxi­

IS de Dios y de sus ministros y ocasiones de hacer bien, y nos 
preciso asimilarnos todos esos elementos de gloria celestial 

,e encontramos esparcidos a 10 largo de nuestra peregrinaci6n. 
~biera sonar siempre en nuestros oidos la invitaci6n: "Id 
mbien vosotros a t1"abajar a mi vina". 

Nunca es tarde. Cuando pasemos el dintel de la muerte, 
IS hallaremos con Dios que nos pondra una sola pregunta : 
~res mi amigo? Si la verdad de nuestra conciencia responde 
e si, estamos -salvos; mas si tuviera que responder que no, 
remos muertos. Un momento de verdadera contrici6n basta 
,ra salvarnos; POl' eso nunca es tarde. Es esto preciSfllnpnte 
que pone de relieve el 'Sefior, y con la Iglesia, al presentarnos 
todos los obreros recibiendo igual galard6n a pesar de la 
ferencia de tiempo en el trab.ajo. Mas, i que pena no es el 
.ber perdido toda una existencia! Si un instante de dolor 
rdadero nos vale un ' cielo, l cuanta gloria no valdra una larga 
rie de afios vividos en amistad con Dios? A empezar sin dila­
mes nos llama la Iglesia. 

Ni ella ni Dios pueden ver las excusas, ni la dejadez en el 
as importante y urgente de nuestros negocios. El tiempo se 
IS escapa sin sentiHo; en el coraz6n los restregones con las 
eaturas nos dejan callos; el cuerpo es fragil como una bubuja 
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y la vida fugaz como un soplo; podemos toparnos con la muertE 
desprevenidos y perderlo todo. ;,Porque jugal' con incognitas? 

Y ademas €s bueno y reconfortante y delicioso vivir er 
paz y rodeadas de carino. ;, Porque; cuando podemos tenerlo~ 
desde ahora y en esta tierra, hemos de esperar al cielo yalE 
muerte para vivir con to do el alma los carinos de Dios? 

FR. J.M.M.A., O.P. 

DOMINGO DE SEXAGESIMA (Feb. 24) 

La Cooperacion a la Gracia 

"Semen est ve'rbum Dei" 
Luc. VIII 11. 

El evangelio de hoy nos pone ante los ojos del alma un cuadr( 
de cooperaci6n entre el campo y la simiente que recibe de manl 
del sembrador. 

Jesus dijo esta parabola al principiaI' su ministel'io para ex 
citar a sus oyentes a recibir con coraz6n abierto y alma Hen: 
de buenas aspiraciones y resoluciones fuertes el mensaje de lu: 
y deamor que les traia. La Iglesia Ie pone ante nuestra consi 
deraci6n para prepararnos a recibir las ensenanzas, y los ejer 
cicios de penitencia y de gracia y los sacramentos de que va I 

rodearnos durante la cuaresma que se avecina. 
Doctrina, sacramelltos, actos piadosos, todos son dones dl 

Dios para formal' en nosotros el bien. Son semillas de vidl 
aterna que arroja El sobre nuestras almas, y espera que coope 
remos, como campos buenos, a su gracia. 

La gracia de Dios es ante todo su amistad. Amistad esta 
que no es un sentiI' lejano del Coraz6n divino, sino que es Ul 

vivil' real de Dios en nosotros transformando nuestra vida el 
suya. EI, como Creador infinito, todo 10 Hena. y 10 mantienE 
y 10 impulsa. El hombre, sobre todas las otras creatUl'as qu 
son sombra, es luz; es una imagen y semejanza de la divinida l 

pOl'que tiene un entenc1imiento con que verla vel'dac1, y un 



145 

I'oluntad con que querer y gozar el bien, y un COl'azon con que 
~il'igir su propia vida y corresponder a 1a buena entl'afia que 
~e- ]e muestra. Por 10 mismo Dios vive en el, no solo como en 
~ualquier cos a, sino como un querer viviente; como una luz y 
llna fuerza que son principios de obrar las acciones de vida 
~tel·na. 

De este estar juntos en una vida el corazon de Dios y el 
~Ol'azon nuestro nacen en nosotl'OS las inclinaciones hacia el bien 
~n tod08 sus formas y expresiones que llamamos vh'tudes obre­
rrahll'ales 0 dones del Espiritu Santo. 

Pedemos llamar al amor ciego; pero la amistad es impo­
;ible sin mutuo conocimiento y mutua estima. Sabemos quien 
es Dios en Si y para nosotros, y sabemos 10 que nosotl'OS valemos 
'{ debemos sel' para Dios POl' las ensefianzas de la fe, que nos 
wmunica 1a pa1abra de J esucristo y de sus ministros. POl' eso 
decia e1 Senor que "la semilla es La palabra de Dios". Nos es 
pl'eciso, pues, l'ecibirla y entendel'la y compenetl'al'l1os de ella. 

~ 

Mas; nos es necesario vi vida. Saber las excelencias !leI ami-
go y no aprecial'las; conocer sus quereres y contrariarlos; pagar 
con injurias y ofensas 10 beneficios que de e1 recibimos. (' ene­
mistad monstruosa. Ni mas, ni men os que creer en Dios, ~aber 
sus mandamientos y pecar. No vivid nunca en nosotros el fl'u to 
de la vida de amistad con Dios, si 110 somos fieles a 10 que In 
pa1abra de Dios nos dice. 

Ser fiel es cooperal' con El. POl'que somos libres y amigos 
de El, debemos escoger 10 que a El le agrada. que es tambien 
10 que a nosotros nos conviene de veras, ya que su amol' inmenso 
'I su saber infinito no pueden procurarnos sino -10 que nos es 
me,iol'. POl'qUe somos duenos de nuestro ser y vivir y amigos 
de El, debemos disponer de todo cuanto hacemos como de los 
canteros de flores de un jal'din que l'ecree su mirada } su 
corazon. 

Sera fidelidad 1a sumisioll alegre y sencilla en la calma; 
la oracion sentida en tiempo de t empestad; 1a 1ucha valiente 
en tiempo de adversidad; el despel'tar animoso a ]a hora de la 
desgana; la busqueda diligente en momentos de oscul'idad; y, 
sobre todo, el uso diligente de los sac:camentos, el l'ecUl'SO cons­
tante a las obras de pied ad y de culto, Ja confianza incomTIo-
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vible en Dios que nos dad, cuanto necesitcmos siempre que no 
Ie defraudaremos. 

Los frutos podran sel' difel'entes en numero 'y calidad; mas' 
no faltaran, si somos fieres . 

Habla el Seiior de corazones de piedra, de almas sofocadas 
POl' las espinas de las riquezas, de animos disipados como camino 
abierto, en los cuales la palabra de Dios, su amistad y su gracia 
se pierden. Es linda manera de avisarnos de 10 qUe nos aguarda, 
si no fueremos fieles en dar el fruto que de sus beneficios espera. 

El sabe muy bien, como 10 sabemos nosotros, que el campo 
de nuestra alma es a las veccs piedra dura, 0 camino polvoriento, 
ocampo herial, 0 tierra mullida y buena. Somos 10 que que rem os 
ser. .. He aqu! la ra2lon porque Jesus y la Iglesia nos ponen 
hoy ante los ojos la parabola del sembrador . . Quieren que, si 
hasta ahora las riquezas nos hubieran engaiiado, y los demonios, 
las distracciones y los negocios nos hubieran hecho perder el 

. senti do de 10 divino, y la dejadez y dureza de nuestra entraiia 
hubieran hecho resbalar pOl' f1;lera de nosotros la gracia de 
Dios, abramos ahora nuestro seno, recibamos de veras su fe y 
su amistad, y demos frutos sazonados de vida eterna. 

Seremos ahora, y siempre, campos benditos POl' el Corazon 
de Dios. 

FR. J.M.M.A., O.P. 



~asos y Consultas 
DE CHORIS MIX TIS IN ECCLESIARUM 

CANTU PERMISSIS 

Nova Encyclica "Musicae Sacrae" (C/. ' BOLETIN 
XXX, 1956, p. 203), qua Roman'us Pont'i/ex Pius Papa XII 
vetera 1'enovat praecepta de cantu sacro permitentia usum 
Ch01'i "mixti" quibusdam in circunsta,ntiis dub1'a quaedam 
mihi, de cete1"is ce1"to prohibitionis a//icientis hujusmodi 
Ch01"Um, ingerit. 

Quae1"O gitur : 
1. Praesc1'ipta Encyclicae "Musicae Sncrae" im­

mutantne dispositiomes de re pmeexistentes? 
2. Quomodo intelliegendae sunt praecriptiones 

Primi Concilii Plenarii Philippina1"Um (no , 587) relate 
ad dispositiones memoratae Encyclicae? 

3. Cujusnam sit dece'rrwre an possibilis sit necme 
e//or'matio Capella,e Puer01"um Ca,ntorum, et ideo licita 
admissio chori mixti? 

SACERDOS 

Antequam solutionem quaestionibus in casu propositis de­
s, proficuum puto notanda quaedam praemittere. Imprimis, 

mani Pontificis intentum nobis est pervium, ex verbis ipsis 
cyclicartiin Litterarum "Musicae Sacrae Disciplina" ; in intro­
ctione sic ait R.P ._" .. . oportunum nobis visum est , .. resumere 
... complures quaestiones postremis hisee decenniis iductas ac 
putatas paulo amplius declarare, ut haec nobiIissima atque 
~enua aI'S in dies magis conf.erat ad cultum divinum splen­
ius celebrandum. ' ,' . Simul etiam votis illis -respondere opta­
us quae non pauci ex Vobis, Venerabiles F ratres, pro sua 

isquae prudentia proposuerunt, quaeque etiam liberalis huius 
ciplinae eximii artifices et praeclari musicae sacrae cultores 
id genus Congressibus habitis conceperunt, et quae denique 
pastoralis vitae experientia vel progredientia huis artis 'ac 

trinae studia opportune suaserunt". 
Nunc vero, notum est omnibus factum illud, nempe, de usu' 

ri '''mixti'' in quamplurimis ecclesiis orbis catholici, aucto­
te, sive explicita sive implicita, Ordinariorum. 
Notum quoque desiderium, etiam in Congressibus manifes­

urn, immo et in praxi deductum, eximiorum artificum et 
eclarorum musicae sacrae cultorum. 

• 
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Nota pariter omnibus Decreta S. R. Congregationis Ordi­
nariis Angelopolitanae, Neovoracensis et Valentinae (n. 3964, 
4201 et 4231) data. 

Sic ergo, responsio ad primam quaestionem est: Aff'irma­
tive. Eo sensu quod ea quae in usu erant in aliquibus Jocis, 
Romanus Pontifex ad Dniversalem Ecclesiam extend it. 

Circa secundam quaestionem notandum, quod Primum Con­
cilium Plenarium PhiJippinarum celebratum fuit diebus '7-25 
mensis Januarii, 1953: Litterae vero Encyclicae "Musicae Sacrae 
Disciplina" ,promulgatae sunt die XXV mensis Decembris 
MDCCCCLV. 

Praescriptiones tamen, Concilii Plenarii, enm sint leges pa1'­
tieulares, per concessionem universalem non annulantur. 

Dnde possunt Ordinarii obligationem praescriptionum Con-
eHii Plenarii urgere. _ 

Attamen, Concilium ipsum nobis praebet occassionem inter­
pretandi legem ad mentem "Musicae Sacrae Disciplina", dum 
ait: "587.-Circa cantum mulierum in ecclesia, Concilium ad 
mentem legum liturgiea1'1tm has nOl'mas in praxi servandas 
statu it :" ..... . 

Recte ergo potest interpretari mens Concilii, si "Ubi Scho­
lae Cantorum haberi non possunt, vel congruus non invenitur 
numerus Puerorum Cantorum, conceditur ut 'coetus tum virorum 
ac mulierum seu puellai'um, in loco eius soli usui destinato extra 
can cellos positus, textus liturgicos in Missa sollemni cantare 
possit, dummodo viri a mulieribus et puellis om nino sint sepa­
rati, vitato quolibet inconveniente et onerata super his Ordinario-
rum conscientia". ' 

Ad tertiam quaestionem dicendum, quod "peritis in arte 
credendum est". Videat igitur ille "eximius artifex et praeclarus 
musicae sacrae cultor" cui cura religiosi cantus commissa est, 
utrum possibilis sit necne formatio Scholae vel Capellae Pue­
rorum. 

Et nota quod cOl1ccessio Pontificia potest applicai.'i etiam 
d " . t ' quan 0 eongruus non mven ur numerus Puerorum Cantol'um". 

Unde, ait clarus Jose Artero, "se ve la posibilidad de que en 
algunos casos pueda un cora mixto cantar una solemne 'lnisa 
de Palestrina 0 de Bruckner" 

FR. GREGORIUS GARCiA, O,P 
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DE USU INSTRUMENTI IN CONFESSIONE SURDORUM 

Ad ,audiendas su1'dontm con/essiones inst1'Umentum 
adhibe1'e solitus SUl1~ dictum stethoscopium a medicis USU1'­
patum ad so,nit'Ul1~ pect01'is captand'um; ita quidem ut, d'um 
ego loquor ante os meum lw,bens pa?'tem quae pectori appli­
catur, surdus 1m aU1'es suus suus immittit ext1'emitates quae 
in suus inse?'Unt doct01'es. Et sic /e1'e sempe?' valui integram 
et pe?'/ectam con/essionem obtinere a poenitentibus surdis. 
Cum hoc medium, mirandum s~ne multis, explica1'em comm 
sacerdotibus quibusdam, alii provave1'e, cLlii vero tan quam 
illicitum omnino rejece1'Unt; quia, dixe1"Umt, est instrumen­
tum intermedium sicut telephonus. 

, Velim scire an recte egerim, et etiam an auctores 
probati adiquid de hoc medio 'Vel de simili scripserint. 

O.P. 

Usus instrumenti in confessionibus audiendis ex se non est 
interdictum. Immo vero et canon 903 statuit: "Qui aliter cOIifi­
teri non possunt non prohibenur, si velint, per interpretem con­
fiteri, praecavendo abusus et scandala, firmo praescl'ipto can. 
889, 2." ,Si igitlilr admititur instrumentum humanum peccata 
confessa et confessoris responsa audiens et intellingens, a for­
tiori licebit ex se mortuum adhibere instrumentum. 

Duabus de causis instrumentum potest reddi ineptum ut ad 
confessiones audiendas adhibeatur. Prima est periculum viola­
tions sigilli sacramemtalis, de qua in can one 889: "§ 1. Sacra­
mentale sigillum inviolabile est; quare caveat diligenter confes­
sarius ne verba aut signa aut alio quovis modo et quavis de causa 
prodat aliquatenus peccatorem. - § 2,. ObligatiolJe servandi 
sacramE'utale sigillum tenentur quoque interpres aliique omnes 
ad quos llotitia confessionis quoquomodo pervenerit," Unde non 
.1isi maxima cum cautela scriptio peccatorum in papyro vel tubu­
lis inmediate destruendis vel radendis permittenda est.--Altera 
causa est distamtia inte1'cedens inter poenitentem et confessorem 
probabiliter destruens praesentiamministri ad sacramentum 
conficiencl~tm necessa?·iam. 

• TIL Db clnes vel teler:J'aphu~, vel simi,le quid dif~usio.ni,s ,sen­
"ibli: medium. est Pl'OptrT pnOl'cm ratIonem omnmo IllICItum 
ll'() (:on1e sionibns audienclis; liamqlle, non modo possibilis, sed 
et frequentissima est extraneorum interventio conversationibus 
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·per hae media institu is. Eadem instrumenta propter alter am 
rationem videntul' probuJ?ilius l'ejicienda, ut pote dubiam red­
dentia validitatem sacramenti confecti; etenim, etsi actores in 
celebratione sacramenti optime ipsi percipiunt personae .et ma­
teriae individualis determinationem, usus tamen communis hu­
manae locutionis, qui in sociali et sacro actu servari debet, hanc 
designationem non ac1mittit. Ita coautores operis CODIGO' DE. 
DERECHO CANONICO Y LEGISLACION COMPLEMENTA­
RIA: Miguelez-Alconso, O.P.-Cabreros de Anta, C.M.F. (ed. 
5a. Madrid, MCMLIV) scribunt commentantes can. 885: "Si pue­
de 0 no darse Oa absoluci6n) portelefono 0 POI' radio, es cosa 
discutida. Teoricamente, nos inclinamos a la opinion negativa 
y juzgamos nul a la absoluci6n que se diera en esta forma; pero, 
teniendo en cuenta que no puede esto afirmarse con toda cer­
teza y que los sacramentos son para el bien de los hombres, juz­
gamos que en la practica, traUmdose de un caso de necesidad 
urgentisima y evitando todo peligro de revelaci6n del sigilo, pue­
de y debe darse la absoluci6n condicionada en esa forma, por si 
fuera valida". (p. 333). . 

Nunc autem instrumentum stethoscopium adhibitum a con­
sulente non implicat distantiam ullam, nisi quae ordinaria est 
in confectione ,sacramenti; praetetea periculum nullum adest 
ut sigillum violetur, immo vero vocis intensitas a confessori ad­
hibenda est, aut ordinaria pro confessionibus, aut etiam forte 
debilior. Concludendum est igitur quod usus hujus instrumenti 
reprobari nequit. 

Cautiones autem quaedam videntur adhibendae ne ridicu­
lum qu~d ~nmisceat.ur in celebratione sacramenti; praecipue in 
confesslOmbus muherum surdarum in adaptatione instrumenti 
ad foramina craticulae. De his tam en videbit prudentia mi­
nistri. 

FR. J.M.M.A., O.P. 

• 



Secci6n Informativa 
MUNDIAL 

CI UDAD DEL VATICA'NO- La Jerarquia Catol ica al coll1enzar 1957. 
Con ocasi6n de anunciur Ja, presentaci6n al Santo P a.-d re XlI de la primera 
copia. del " Annuario Pontificio" de 1957 da el Osservatore Romano la sigui­
ente estadi~tic :L del estado de la Jerarquia Edesiii.stica. El Sacro Colegio de 
Carden ales ~onsta· de 60 miembros; los P atria,rcas r esidenciales son 10 y los 
titulares 5; sedes metropolitanas r esidenciales 307 ; sedes arzobispales resi­
denciales 42; sedes episcopales residenciaJes 1.232; metr6poli s, a rzobsipados 
y obispados titulares 883; prelaturas y abadfas " nullius" 79 ; administra­
Clones apostolicas "ad nutum Sanctae Sedis" 12; prelados de rito oriental 
con jur isdicci6n ordinaria per. onal y territorial 19; vicaria tos apostolicos 206; 
prefecturas apostoli·cas 122 ; mi siones y distritos "su i juris" 7. 

Ademas haee notal' el desarrollo de la IgleBi~ durante los dieciocho alios 
del pon tificaOo de S.S. Pio XII. Durante ellos ban sido erigidos 158 arzo­
bisPIl!jOS y obispados nuevos; han sido elevadas a sedes arzobsipales 41 sedes 
episcopales y un exarcado; a sede episcopales 3 exarcado , 155 vica.ri atos, 26 
prcfecturas apost6licas y una mision "sui juria"; se hanerigido 30 abadias 
y prelatura "nullius" y 5 administraciones apost6lic3.s; finalm ente han sido 
e tablecidos 5 exarca.dos, 128 vicariatos apost6 licos, 93 prefecturas apost6licas 
y una mis:on "su i juris" . 

- Hizo la presen taci6n en la manana del dia 19 de Enero Mons . A.ngel 
Dell' Acqua, Sustituto -de Ja, Se~retarla de Estado y el Santo P adr e Ie dio 
la enhorabuena pOI' el cuidado y diligencia cun , qu e la Secretarla de 'Estado 
ha p reparado tan util, trabajo, que este ~no presen ta la innovaci6n de tener 
algllnas de las notas ilustratinls traducicla,s al france , espaitol, portuglH~3 , 

ingles y aleman. 

Al m ismo tiempo Ie fue presen tado otro volumen intitulado " L' Attivi t:i 
(lelia antu ede nel 1956" en que sc r ecoge la documentacion acerca de la 
actividad quotidi:ma del Sa nto P adr e y de 10, di:'<l terio , t ribuna les y of i­
cios de In. Curia Romana. 

IT A LI A. - Castelgandolfo. - I nauguraci6n del Centro I nternacional P io 
XII "por un mundo mejor. " - El 9 Diciembre tuvo lugar on Castelgandolfo la 
bendiri6h e inagu rac16n del Con tr al Internacional Pio XII 'POI' un mundo 
noejol'.· ;::11 s€de es un gmndioso ed ificio de moderna al'r'ullel'tura ~ituad(J 
irente al P alaCIO P ontificio. · Esta erigido pOl' la Acci6n ' CotoIif':t ltn linn :1. 
Y i!e' tinado a, ser u na SU61'te d e academia d'onde 'se estudiim los d0eu mentns 
y tlirectivi! ~ pont i ficias para transformar a, los hombres de Accion Cat olica, 
Y sobre todo a los ' sacerdotes, que les dirijan, en verdadero a.p6stoles del 
retorno del munuo bacia I()s principios y yi-da cristia no.. Esta dirigido pOl' 

el R. P. Lomba rdi, S. J. Tiene capacidad pari! unos tre, cien tos a lutnno;;. 
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La biblioteca, las salas de conferencias y de expOSIClOnes y sobre todo una 
gran iglesia constituyen el nucleo de las instalaciones. En Ill. innugu racion 
t uvo el discurBo principal el Cardenal Masella, y asistieron varios Curde­
nales, P relados de la Curia Rom~ma, Ministros d el Gobierno Italiano y 
nume rosas represen taciones. 

EPANA . - Madri d. - Bolsas de Estudio concedi.das por Ie Gobierno 
a seminaristas.- Bajo la presidencia del Su bsecretario de Educacion Nacional, . 
Senor Maldonado F ernandez del Toro, se raunio la Comision compuasta por 
el Senor Navarro Latorre, comisario de Proteceipn Escolar, al P adre Benzo,. 
rep resentante del Cardenal Primado ne Toledo, los Rectores de la "Cniver­
sidad P onficia da Salamanca y de la de Cozpillas y tambien lOB de los semi­
narios Conciliar de :Madrid y Mctropolitano de Sevilla para distl'ibuil' las 
225 bolsas de estudios, c-ac1a. una de 4,500 pesetas, concedidas por el gobierno 
para. seminar istas y a lu m nos de Ius un iversidac1es pontificias. Algunas de 
ellas fueron reservadas para las c1 i6cesis I'ecientemente establecidas. Ade­
mas se prorogaroIV las 75 bolsas que hasta ahora exist lan. Los criterios de 
di str ibucion SOIl e1 llullmero de ulumnos de la institucion, la situacion fina­
ciera de los aspirantes y sobre t odo sus meritos. escolal'es . 

Minus.-Dirigente de Accion Qatolica nombrado Director del Insti tuto 
de Cu"Uura .Hispanica.- P or decreto del Generalisimo F ranciooo F ranco ha 
sido nombrado Director del I nstit uto de Cultul'a H i pan ica D . B ias Pinnr 
Lopez, hasta. ahora ' vicepresidente d e la J 'unta 'r eenica Nacional de Accion 
Catolica E spanola'. Siernpre he habia distinguido no solo pOl' sus bl'iU antes 
exitos literarios y profes ionales en Stl carrera notarial s ino tambiell p Ol' II 

intensa aetividad apostolicil .. 

PORT UGAL. - Fatima. - " La M·archa de la Santidad, " asi ha sido 
Ilnmado la pregrinacion a Fatima organizada pOl' los estudiantes u~i­
versita rios portugue es a p rincipios de Enero. Al pa:1'iil' .ue Lisbon, all 
Eminellcia el Ca rdenal- Pat r iarca les en trego 'una gran cruz bendceida con 
las preces con que se bendeclan las que llevaban los Cruzados . A pie, y 
muchos descalzos, los centenares de estudian tes uni vers itarios peregrin~s 

anduvieron los 130 ki lometros desue Lisboa a F atima alternando el r ezo 
d el rosario can canciones religiosas. E ra una peregerinacion de penitencia, 
de oracion por la paz del mundo y de manifestacion d e adhesion al pueblo 
hunga ro heroico y martirizado. Los habitantes de los pueblos por donae pa­
saban salian a l'ecibirlos y aeomaiiarlos conmovidos. En los' lugares clonde 
hadan noche u na gran hoguera encendida en la plaza dela nt e de la iglesia 
s imbolizaba la fa que nunea muere. Cuando se acercaban a Fatima, S6 

les uni'{~ el Obispo Auxiliar de Leiria , para andar a pie con ellos los ult imos 
kilometros . Una multi tud in-mensa les esp-eraba encabezada POl' el Ministro 
P residente\ del Gobierno y todas las au toridades civiles y religiosas. No 
ob tante el cansancio a sist ieron a la p,·.ocesion nocturna, a ]a misa, a la ado-
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IClOn y tQdQS J ecibierQn la sagrada, CQllIuni6n cQn cmociQnan t s mucst ras 
C fervor, En la alQcuci6n que les dirigi6 al Sehor ObisPQ Auxiliar de Leiria 
!S deda: "Seria precisQ que wdQS vinieran a este lugar CQmQ VQSQtrQS 
Ibeis venidQ, Si, este es un lugar san tQ, Aqul se viene a busear san·· 
id:td. " 

BE LGICA. - Tennontl'. - MQn s. Caleweert, ObisPQ de Gante, ha pre­
ididtl el CapitulQ Genera l de la Hermanas de la Caridad de San Vicent.e 
e Paul. En el fue elegida SuperiQra General SQr TeQdom, de 46 aDQs . 

que hiw sus VQtos perpetuQs en 1935. La CQngregaci6n, que ejerce BU 

cci6n pl'incipalmente en IQS bQ pitale ,. cuenta CQn 42.780 religiQsas. 

ING LATERRA. - Estado actual ,de la Iglesia Cat6lica. - EI "C:tLhQli~ 

)irectQry" publicado en 1956 cQntenendQ datQs de en!"uestas cerrades CQn 
I aiio 1955 da lQS sigllientes resultados respectQ al elltado act.ual de Ia Iglesia 
:at61ica en Inglaterra y Gales : Numero tQtal de cat6licQs 3 .270.800" 0 sea 
n diez pOl' cientQ de Ia poblaci6n total j los a.cerdotes son '7.0 2 ; escuelas 
bres cat6licas 1.616, . otras eseuelas cat6lieas 637, ese~elas cat61ica~ espe­
iales 53, todas ell as instruyen en tQtal unos 600.000 alumnQs. Durante el 
Itimo ano Imbo 13.'291 cQnvar siones, y e inauguraron 49 iglc,sias puhlicns 

63 anejas a casas religiosas. 

--Londres. - I n,auguraci6n del " Aquinas center". - El difunto 
:ardenal Grifin babla mostrado sumo interes po rpodel' inaugurar 
I " Aquinas Center", segUn declar6 1\'[ons. Craven, Vicario Capitular de 
'Ve tminster, en la primera sosi6n del mismo que tuvo lugar a primeros 
(. Oetubre pasadQ en presencia del Al.'zobispo David Mathew, Vicario Gene­
:11 Castrense de la . fuerza armadas inglesas, y de una selectisima CQn­
urrencia form ada pOl' sacerdotes, representantes de casi todas las organiza­
'()ne~ nacionales cat61icDi>, y miembrQs de ambas camaras del P a rlamento . 
Ifici6 en la inll.Ugurnci6n el Rmo. P . Miguel Browne, MaestrQ General de 
)i; D minicQ . El Cen t ro tiene pOI' fin ser un lugar de reuni6n dQnde catOlicQs 

Ilo-C"lwlico< pucdan ir a buscar el conoci micnto profundizado de las ver­
·r.fle.; cat 61ica' y sus aplica.ciones a los problemas de nuestros diaR giguiendo 

en~ei'Hmza~ de Sto. Tomai> de Aquino. E sta erigidQ como monument{) 
1:1 mem';rb insigne d el R.. P. Vicente McNabb, O.P., cuya acth'idad en 

lS pl;tt" formas de H yde Park y euya santa vida tantQ hizo por el pres­
igio "tIel Catolicismo en I nglaterra . El funcionam iento del CentrQ incluye 
erie de conferencias dad as pOl' Padres Dominicos sobre el tema general 
Lo que los Cd6licos creen" los jueves pOl' In tarde; y, en miecoles alternos 
'Las Conferencias Vioonte McNabb" sobre a untos de inter es general; los 
~badQs pi'll.' la tal'de sesiones de estuc1io para religiQsas. EI peri6dieQ Catholic 

'imes aseguraba con mot ivo de csta inaugu raci j)n: "El 'Aquinas Center ' 
sta destinado a ser el hQgar natQ de las grandes aetividades cat6licas de 
,ondres" . .. 

, 
• 
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MARRUECOS. - Tanger. - Ereci6n de la ,Jerarquia·· Cat6lica. - Lo que 
era basta ahora. el Vicar iato Ap6stolico de Marruecos en que trabaja ban 
her6icamente los P adres Franciscanos ha pasado a · ser un ,ede Arzobi. pal 
con el nombre de Tanger ('Tingitana' ) sometidad directamente a la Santa 
Sede y oonfiada a la Orden Franciscana. Primer Arzobispo ha sido nOnl­
brado Mons. Fr. Francisco Aldegunde Darrego, O.F.'M. , que era de de 19.1 
V icario Apost61ico de Marrueoos . La di6cesis Tingitana era tlnlr titular: 
' in partibus' que ahora es r cstaurada a r esidencial. 

M Ed ICO.- Mexico - EI Episoopado mej icano que se reunio en asam 
blea plenaria los dias 9, 10 Y 11 de Octubre pasado en la Basilica Narionul 
de Nuestr a Senora de Guadalupe, ademas de las declaraciones publicada 
obl'e Ja. vida verdaderamente catJ61ica n general, la Accion Catolica, el 

in tere por los sE'minario , y t a mbien expresando su duelo por la rnuert 
de lUon .. Guillermo Piani, Delegado Apostolico en: M exico, dio por scparad 
un:lS irnpo rtantlsi ma~ declaraciones s()bre los deberes dvicos de 10 cato 
licos. Tras un preaambulo, en que a base de textos pontificios se expon 
1<> nataraleza y exten ion de esos deberes, se los expone en las siete ron 
clusi()nes que siguen : " I a. - Los catolicos t ienen el deber de amar y obl' 
decer iempre:t la Igl esia y asimi$mo de amar y servir a la P atria .-IIa. 
Los catol:cos tiencn el e t ricto deber de r espetar y obededer a In autori 
dades civil es en t odas las disposiciones que se ordenan a l bien social, • 
siernpre que esta autoridades no s'c excedan tratando de exigir obedienci 
en co ' as con tra rias a la fe y a la conciencia.- IIIa . - 1..0. catolicos dl'1>(' 
cooperar con el G'<Jbierno lealmente en todo 10 que redunda en el bien comlll 
-IV a. - Los catolicos deben interesarse en los asunto publicos y co 
siguinentemente pueden pertenl'cer a par tid os poli t ico, siempre que csto 
partidos nada atenten contra los derechos de Di()s y de la Igles\a.-Va. Lo 
catolicos, como ciudadano que son, e tan obligados a votar por 10. canrli 
datos que mas garanticen el bien publico, los der echos de Dios y de I 
Iglesia.-VI. - Los catolicos t ienen g ravisim. .. respon abilidad en cl de '01 

dl'n actua! de la sociedad , si no se preocupan de los astlntos pllblieos, com 
serb con \a. abstention electoral , que puede t ener muy graves con. ecue 
cias.-VIIa. - EI juzgar en cada easo particular la gruvedad de la oblig: 
cion de ciudadano de acudir a las elecciones, Ni asunto que d be resolver 
P relado, 0 el confE' or , conforme a los p rincipios y cnseiianzas de b 
(Revista Ecle ill. tica, Puebla.-Mexico) 

ESTADOS UNIDOS. - Chicago. - Octavo Congreso ' de la 
Mariologica Americana . ..,- Las sesiones del Octavo Congreso de In. 

Mariologica American tuvieron lugar en el Morrison Hotel de Chicag 
Asistieron mas de r.icn religiosos de Estaoos Unidos y Canada presidid 
por Su Emincncia el Ca rdenal amuel Stritch, Arzobispo de Chicago. ED 
t re los asistentes se hal){Lba tam bien l\1ons . Raimundo Hillinger, Obis 
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uxiliar de If}. wi , rna (]i6(' s ia. Fue elegido presidente d In . eiedad para 
sno 1957 el R. P . . Ramon n. CnrrolJ, O.C.D. 

an Fl"anci rc) . - Cooperaclon de organizaciones cat6Hcas pedida para la 
eveoo~6n de acc:identes. - La, Universidad de Berkeley ha orgltllizado para 
/I Ultimos dhs <.Ie Knero unaa sesiones de estudio sobre los areidentos de 

'rl'u'acion y cJ mooo de prm"enirlo. A est as sesiones han s ida invitada-s las 
Rodaciones medioR mas eficaces e ]a eduoaci6n del Oeate, porque, S6 cree 
u uno de los ml>{\ ics mas efi aces cs 180 educ.aci6a clvica y sobre tooo ro­
giOSlJ. de los conduewl'es. En particular 180 insisteneia. ell ineulcar 01 deoor, 
r motiVOB religio os, d no beb;;lr . cuando sa ha de gruar un cache. 

o INDIA. - Madras. - Una basilica nacional india~A principio8 de 
nero de eate a.no cl Arzobi po de Madras-MyI3lpore, Mons. Luis Mathias, 
(o~idi6 18.8 ceramonins de inauguraci6n de 131 Oatedral de Santo Tomas 
rnfl basilica naciollal. S<'gun unn antigun t radici6n J.of'.al del primitivG templo 

rut: erigid<J por el mismo Ap6stol /::)anto Tomas poco antes de morir. Sobre 
s ruinas d I mismo se levantO en 1523 uha catedraI, que foe roomplazada. 

el edificio actual en 1896. 

MA'NllA. - EI Dla 031 papa. - ~1:anila oolebro este alio el dfa del 
apa ('on un program a de radio combinado con Ia. Hora. del Rosario por Is 
staci6n. Radio F"JJipinn.s DZPI el dla 17 de Enel'O. Mansenor Jose N. Jovel­
nos, P .A. on ingles, el Dr. Jose Ma. Hernandez en Tagalog y Dna. Rosaria 
. Mariano en espanol hablaron de 10) que es y significa el Papa en' Ill. vida 
U lica, y hasta en la vida a<:tual humanlll de lOB pueblos y de 108 individuos. 

'n Ial manana del dill. 18 se cele~r6 en Ill. monumento iglcsia de San Agustin 
Intramuros unasolerono Misa Pontifica1, oficiada el Excmo. y Rmo. Sr. 

zobisp!1 de Manila, D . Rufino J. Santos. El Seminario,' Cent ral de Ill. Uni­
eraidu.d de Santo Tomas sa enenrg6 del canto, mientras que servfan 11.1 altar 
s seminarist.a del Seminario Archidiocesano de San Carlos. Monsenor Ar­
mio Casas, S.'l'.D., CaMiller y Notarid de Is, Atehidi.6oesifl, pronuTIei6 un 
no serm6n sobre Ill. veneraci6n a1 Papa y 131 fidelidad en seguir sus directi-

as. . 
La recepci6n dada por la Nunciatura Apost6liea. con el mismo motivo 

u~ brillante y coneurrida, ademas de numerOS08 miembros del Gobierno y de 
~mbas camaras, asisti6 todo el euerpo diplomatieo y las repsesentaciones de 
as Congregaciones e Institueiones religiosas. • 

~ . 
Serle .de Discusiones por rarlio. - Hora Catl6lica.- La "Ofieina de 

scrit.ores y Publicistas CatOlicos", 'Catholic Writers' and Spealrers' Bureau', 
(W 'B), que habfa completado ya BUS series de a.locuciones ·rp.diadaa "Los 
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di z }Iandamient~s" y "Et Credo", ademas de Ia. s rio "Lo &crament08" 
con que preparo el Segundo COng~o Eucsnstico Na.cional, comenz6 el 20 
de En ro una Berie nu va, esta vez de discuRioneR radiadas, sobre H!4alvar 
la F amilia", 'Save the f't:amily' , ' tenidas en ingles y difundidas por 10. es-. 
t act,On emisora. DZPI todos 108 d OUlingos por Ill. neche de :30 a 9 :30. El 
progca.ma es el sigui nte: 20' de Enero, PeoL Ari tOn Estrada, " Are ' you 
ready fQr marriage?"; 27 de Enero, Prof. Antonio Molina, " Hontymoon 
extension." j 2 de F ebr<lr " Profesora J osefa <fflnzal s-Estrad!L, "The Cat,,­
otic Husband"; 10 de Febrer,>; " Woman is the lesser man". j 11 de Foorero 

. Profesora Clemencia J. Colayoo, " SU1fer the little children to come to Me.", 
2-1 de Febrero, Prof. Pedro Gabriel, "Threats to tho Family" . 

lIoilo.- Irniugu'~ci6n 'dei Centro Caf61ico Archidiocesano. A IttH 10 
do Ia. manana del db 30 de biciembre, ::\ [oos. Jose ;,\I a. Cuenro, Arzobispo da 
Ja.w, bendijo a inanguro el nuevo Cent.ro Catolico de Iloilo. EI propOiiit() 
del mismo e proveer d un lugar de sano recroe, especialmente a 180 juventud. 
El edificio est.a. situado en el corazon mismo de la agrupa.cion urbnna frt."nte 
.0.1 Hospital de S. Pablo. Illcluye, modificados, los locales. del sntiguo cole­
gio de . Luis, 10. resid nCla d la Sra. Fanny Lacson , y 10. cant,ina. y ·bolera. 
de ,.nueva consLruccion. Ademaa de pupilos, para quienes hay reservada. una 
~ci6n, tendnin tambien alii su sede las organizaciones mandatarias de Ia. 
Accion CatO!ica·. Al fronte de dicho "Arohd'iocesan CatholiC center" como 
director y adminishador 'del mi rno e tli d Rd . P . R afael S. Hingw . 

.Naga. - Nombranuento. -·EI 2 de Enero proximo pasado fus nombrado 
Vice-Canciller y 8ecretario .de 1 A,rchidi6ceRia el Rdo. D . Jesus Varela, S.'T'.L., 
Ph .L. 

Unlversidad Cat6lica de Filipinas. - Retiro E!ij)lritua l Anual de Estu­
diantes. - Como en anos precedent s comenzaron el 9 del mes de Ent."ro las 
t~das de Retiro Espirittll\l que pa.ra. sus estudiantes organiza la Unh'ersidad 
de Santo Tomas por medio del INpartamento de Religion . Las tanda db 
este ano seran 17 que se continuaran durante los mese~ de Enero y .FElbrero 
para terminar el dia 16 de Marzo. Cada. una. de las tan-das constanl, poco 
mas 0 menos de 1 .200 -estudiantes ej rcitsntes , de modo qu tod08 los 24.460 
ilStudiantes -pueden tener ' Ia. oportunidad de hacerlo8. Como e8 ya. t radici­
cional las t.andas de Sen ritas precedt."n a 108 de lOB Jovenes. 
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