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PARTE OFICIAL 

Curia Romana 
SACRA CONGREGATIO CO NSISTORIALIS 

fNSULARUM PHILI PPINARUM 
DE CONVENTIBUS EPISCOPORUM 

(" CATHOLIC WELFARE ORGANIZATION" ) 

DEC RETUM 

Universae nationis Praesulum Conventibus ad rem catho­
licam provehendam constitutis, pluries iam labentibus annis 
Apostolica Sedes paterno favit obtutu. 

Naturalis rerum evolutio et immane, nuper gestum, bellum 
pleraque etiam in Insulis Philippinis peperit problemata, vel 
urbis, vel dioecesis, imo et regionis ambitum transgredientia. 
quibus, cotidie ingruentibus, ut collatis sententiis conspira­
tisque viribus aptiore occurreretur modo, universi ibi Praesu­
les Ordinarii constituti, iam ab anna 1945, auctore Exc. P. D. 
Guilelmo Piani, Delegato Apostolico, Conventum inierunt «Ca­
tholic Welfare Organization» nuncupatum. 

Cum vero Exc. P . D. Aegidius Vagnozzi, Archiepiscopus 
titularis Myrensis et ibidem Nuntius Apostolicus, nuper postu­
lasset ut modo condita ad eiusdem Conventus regimen quae­
dam Statuta Apostolica Sedes approbaret, Ssmus D. N. Pius 
Div. Provo Pp. XII, de consilio Eminentissimorum Patrum 
Cardinalium Negotiis Consistorialibus praepositorum, salutare 
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coniunctorum laborum effectus in bonum animarum exoptans, 
praesenti Decreto ea rata habere et probare benigne dignatus 
est, prout infra referuntur. 

Praesentis Decreti executionem horumque Statuto rum ob­
servantiam Sanctitas Sua in Insulis Philippinis Legato deman­
dare dignata est. 

Datum Romae, ex Aed. S. C. Consistorialis, die 28 iunii 
1952. 

+ FR. ADEODATUS I. Card. PI~ZA, 
Episcopus Sabinen. et Mandelen., 

a Secretis 

CO STITUTIONS 
OF THE 

CATHOLIC 
WELFARE ORCANIZA TI.o 

ART. I 

Purpose 

The C .W.O. is a voluntary asso­
ciation, not contemplated in Ca­
non Law, established by the Ec­
clesiastical Hierarchy of the Phil­
ippines with the approval of the 
Holy See, which has 'for its pur­
pose to promote in a way corres­
ponding ever more closely to thc 
needs of the present time, the 
apostolate of the Church in the 
Philippines, and to coordinate the 
various activities of Catholics. 

ART. II 

Members 

The members of the Catholic 
Welfare Organization are the fol­
lowing: 

Iosephus Ferretto, Adsessor 

CO TSTITUCIO ES 

DE LA 

ORCA IZACION 
CATOLICA DEL BIENESTAR 

ART. I 

Finalidad 

La O.C .B. es una asociacion vo­
luntaria, no contemplada por el 
Derecho Canonico, instituida por la 
Jerarquia Eclesiastica de las Islas 
Filipinas con la aprobacion de la 
Santa Sede, y tiene como finali­
dad la de prom over, de modo cada 
vez mas adecuado a las actuales 
necesidades, el apostolado de la 
Iglesia en las Islas Filipinas, y co­
ordinar las distintas actividades de 
los catolicos. 

ART. II 

Miembros 

Los miembros de la Organiza­
cion Catolica del Bienestar son los 
siguientes: 



a) All the local Ordinaries of 
the Philippines, except the Vicars 
General; 

b) The titular Bishops who are 
Coadjutors or Auxiliaries. 

ART . III 

Force of Decisions 

Although the Catholic ·Welfare 
Organization is composed of the 
Ordinaries and the Coadjutor and 
Auxiliary Bishops in the Philip­
pines, it is not identical with the 
Episcopacy of the Philippines, 
and hence the decisions of the 
C .W .O. have nothing in common 
with the legislation of a Council, 
and have not the force of law. 

ART. IV 

Organizatio.n 

The C.W.O. functions through 
the following organs: 

I ) The annual Meeting of the 
Bishops. 

2) TIle Administrative Council. 
3) The Episcopal Commissions. 
4 ) The Office of the Secretary 

General. 
5) The Departments, Services, 

Offices and other Agencies which 
work in connection with the Office 
of the Secretary General. 

ART. V 

Availability of Services 

1. Every member of the Orga­
nization can avail himself of the 
services offered by the Organiza­
tion through the Office of the 
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a) Todos los Ordinarios locales 
de las Islas Filipinas, exceptuados 
los Vicarios Generales; 

b) Los Obispos titulares que 
sean Coadjutores 0 Auxiliares. 

ART. III 

Valor de las deliberaciones 

Aunque la Organizaci6n Cat6-
lica del Bienestar este compuesta 
por los Ordinarios y por los Obis­
pos Coadjutores y Auxiliares de las 
Islas Filipinas, no se identifica 
con el Episcopado Filipino, y por 
10 tanto las decisiones de la 
O.C.B., al no tener nada en com tin 
con la legislaci6n conciliar, no 
tienen fuerza de ley. 

ART. IV 

Organizaci6n 

La O.C .B. funcionara a traves 
de los siguientes 6rganos : 

1) La Asamblea anual de los 
Obispos. 

2 ) EI Consejo Administrativo. 
3) Las Comisiones Episcopales. 
4 ) La Oficina del Secreta rio 

General. 
5) Los Departamentos, Ser­

vicios, Oficinas y las demas Agen­
cias que trabajan en conexi6n con 
la Oficina del Secreta rio General. 

ART. V 

Disponibilidad de los servicios 

1. Todo . miembro de la Orga­
nizaci6n podra utilizar los servi­
cios ofrecidos por la misma a tra­
ves de la Oficina del Setretario 
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Secretary General, the Depart­
ments, Offices and Services, by 
adapting to his own diocese the 
measures approved in the annual 
Conference (d . Art. II ) . 

2. Any other Catholic Organiza­
tion approved by the Ordinary 
can avail itself of the services of 
the C .W.O. 

TITLE I 

The regular annual Meeting 
of the Episcopacy 

ART . VI 

The M eeting: its Place and Time 

1. TIle members of the Orga­
nization shall convene at least 
once every year. 

2. TIle meeting, by agreement 
with the Representative of the 
Holy See, is held in the city of 
Manila, or in some other place 
which the Bishops, after having 
heard the advice of the Papal Re­
presentative, may choose. 

3. Ordinarily the meeting will 
be held in the month of January. 

It shall begin with the votive 
Mass of the Holy Ghost. 

ART. VII 

The Representative of the Holy 
See is invited to take part in the 
first session. 

. All the members of the Orga­
nization mentioned in Art. II 
may attend the meeting. 

General, los Departamentos; Of i­
cinas y Servicios, adaptando a la 
respectiva Diocesis las medidas 
aprobada en la Conferencia anual 
(dr. Art. II ) . 

2. Cualquier otra Organizacion 
ca tolica aprobada por el Ordinario 
puede utiliza r los servicios de la 
O .C.B . 

TITULO I 

Asamblea anual reglamentar ia 
del Episcopado 

A RT . VI 

Reunion - Lugar - Fecha 

1. Los miembros de la Organiza­
cion deberan reunirse por 10 me­
nos una vez al ano. 

2. La reunion, de acuerdo con el 
Representante de la Santa Sede, 
tendd lugar en la ciudad de Ma­
nila 0 en otra que los Obispos, 
oido el parecer del Representante 
Pontificio, estimen oportuno e1egir. 

3. De ordinario la reunion se ce­
lebrad en el mes de Enero. 

Empezara con la Misa votiva del 
Espiritu Santo. 

ART. VII 

El Representante de la Santa 
Sede sera invitado a tomar parte 
en la primera sesion. 

Tomaran parte asimismo todos 
los miembros de la Organizacion 
indicados en eI Art. II. 



ART. VIII . 

Active and Passive Voice 

1. All the members of the 
C.W.O. (ef. Art. II ) have active 
and passive voice. 

2. Any member of the Organiza­
tion can be elected to the Admi­
nistrative Council, except as pro­
vided in Art. XXII, 3. 

ART. IX 

Chairmanship - Precedence 

1. ll1e right to preside at the 
meetings belongs to the Represen­
tative of the Holv See when he 
is present; otherWise the Chair­
man of the meeting is the Mem­
ber, among those present, who has 
precedence according to the norms 
of the Code of Canon Law. 

2. This same order of prece­
dence shall also be observed as re­
gards places. 

ART . X 

Proposal of matters for disclLssion 

1. The members of the Orga­
nization can submit to the meet­
ing of the Administrative Council, 
which is to be held at least one 
month beforehand (efT. Art. XXIV, 
2), the matters which they desire 
to have placed on the agenda of 
the annual meeting. 

2. The Ordinaries of each eccle­
siastical Province and their Coad­
jutor and Auxiliary Bishops can 
hold a mee ting with their Metro-
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ART. VIII 

V oz activa y pasiva 

1. Todos los miembros de la 
O.C.B. (efT. Art. II ) tendran voz 
activa y pasiva. 

2. Todo miembro de la Organi. 
zacion podra ser elegido para for­
mar parte del Concejo Administra­
tivo, salvo 10 establecido en el Art. 
XXII, 3. 

ART. IX 

Preside.ncia - Precedencia 

1. La presidencia de las reunio­
nes correspondera al Representante 
de la Santa Sede, si tonUl parte en 
ellas; en caso contra rio sera Presi­
dente de la reunion el miembro a 
quien corresponda la precedencia 
entre los presentes, segun las nor­
mas establecidas por el Codigo de 
Derecho Canonico. 

2. Tal orden de precedencia sera 
asimismo observado por 10 que se 
refiere a los pues tos. 

ART. X 

Presentaci6n de las cuestiones 
a tratar 

1. Los miembros de la Organiza­
cion podran presentar en la reunion 
previa que el Consejo Administra­
tivo debera celebrar por 10 menos 
un mes antes de la annual (efT. 
Art. XXIY, 2) , las cuestiones que 
desee incluir en el orden del dia 
de esta ultima. 

2. Los Ordinarios de cada Pro­
vincia Eclesiastica y los Obispos 
Coadjutores y Auxiliares podran 
reunirse con su respectivo Metro-
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politan or with the senior Bishop 
of the Province, to confer about 
some particular matter to be dis­
cussed at the annual meeting. 

ART. XI 

General Nature of Subjects 

All the questions which are 
placed on the agenda of the meet­
ing shall concern the interests of 
the Church and the greater good 
of souls in the Philippines, in ac­
cordance with the provision of 
canon 292, § 1 for the Provincial 
Conferences, and in consideration 
of the Apostolic Letter of His 
Holiness Pius XI to the Bishops 
of the Philippines, of 18 January 
1938. 

Questions of national impor­
tance, for which the entire eccle­
siastical Hierarchy of the Nation 
is responsible, shall be submitted 
beforehand to the Holy See, un­
less there is question of putting 
into effect directives which have 
already emanated from the Holy 
See. 

ART. XII 

Preparation of the Agenda 
for the Meetings 

The Administrative Council pre­
pares the list of agenda and sends 
it, one month before the meeting, 
to the Representative of the Holy 
See and to each member of the 
Organization, together with notice 
of the meeting. 

politano 0 con el Obispo senior de 
la Provincia para examinar alguna 
de las cuestiones particulares que 
hayan de ser tratadas en la Asam­
blea anual. 

ART. XI 

T emas generales 

Todas las cuestiones que figu­
ren en el orden del dill de la Asam-

• blea deberan referirse a los intere­
ses de la Iglesia y al mayor bien 
de las almas en las Islas Fi1ipinas, 
en conformidad con 10 establecido 
por el canon 292 § 10. para las 
Conferencias provinciales, y te­
niendo presentes las Letras Apos­
t6licas de S. S. Plo XI al Episco­
pado de las Islas Fi1ipinas, de 18 
de Enero de 1938. 

Las cuestiones de inten!s nacia­
nal a las que vaya ligada la respon­
sabilidad de toda la Jerarqula ecle­
siastica de la Naci6n deberan ser 
previamente sometidas a la Santa 
Sede, a no ser que se trate de lle­
var a la practica instrucciones ya 
dadas por ella. 

ART. XII 

Orden del dia de las reuniones 

El Consejo Administrativo pre­
para el orden del dla, y un mes an­
tes de la reuni6n 10 enviara al Re­
presentante de la Santa Sede y a 
cada uno de los miembros de la 
Organizaci6n, con el aviso de con­
vocatoria. 



ART. XIII 

Particular Questions 

Any member of the Organiza­
tion, after the predetermined 
Agenda have been disposed of, can 
freely submit to the meeting any 
other question which is in confor­
mity with Art. XI. 

ART. XIV 

Maiority 

1. Decisions are made and ele­
ctions decided by a majority of 
votes of the members present. 

2. No amendment can be made 
in the Constitutions without the 
favorable vote of at least two­
thirds of the members of the Or­
ganization and the consent of the 
Holy See. 

ART. XV 

Manner of Voting 

For elections the vote is secret: 
in other cases it is open, unless two 
of the members of the Organiza­
tion who are present ask for a 
secret ballot. 

ART. XVI 

Election - Presentation 

1. TIle elections are made with­
out any previous presentation, 
except for the limitation men­
tioned in Art. XXXIX. 

2. For the elections to the Ad­
ministrative Council and to the 
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ART. XIII 

Cuestiones particulares 

Cada miembro de la Organiza­
cion, una vez agotado el orden del 
dia preestablecido, podra libremen­
te someter a la Asamblea cualquier 
otra cuestion que este en con for­
midad con 10 dispuesto en el Art. 
XI. 

fun. XIV 

Mayo ria 

1. Las decisiones seran tomada 
y las elecciones seran hechas por 
mayoria de votos de los miembros 
presentes. 

2. 0 podra ·ser introducida nin­
gun<l modificacion en las Constitu­
ciones sin el voto favorable de los 
dos tercios de los miembros de la 
Organizacion, por 10 menos, y sin 
el consentimiento de la Santa 
Sede. 

ART. XV 

Sistema de votaci6n 

~ara la elecci6n el voto sera se­
creto; en los demas casos la vota­
cion sera abierta, a no ser que dos 
de los miembros de la Organiza­
cion presentes pidan escrutinio se­
creto. 

ART. XVI 

Elecciones - Presentaciones 

1. Las elecciones se efectur<l.n 
sin presentaci6n previa ninguna, 
salvo la limitaci6n establecida por 
el Art. XXXIX. 

2. Para las elecciones del Conse­
jo Administiahvo y de las Comi-
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Episcopal Commissions, each mem­
ber of the Organization is pro­
vided with a list of all the mem­
bers of the Organization in the 
order of their canonical prece­
dence, with a notation of those 
who are not eligible for some par­
ticular office according to Articles 
VIII and XXII. 

ART. XVII 

Powers 

The annual meeting, besides 
treating of the general matters 
(efr. Art. XI): 

a) Constitute the Episcopal 
Commissions, the Departments 
and the other Agencies of the Ca­
tholic vVelfare Organization, and 
determines their respective func­
tions; 

b) Examines and approves the 
reports of the Administrative 
Council, of the Episcopal Commis­
sions and of the other organs of 
the Organization; 

c) Examines the financial situa­
tion; 

d) Elects the members of the 
Administrative Council: 

e) Elects the Secretary General. 

ART. XVIII 

Apportionment of Contributions 

, The annual meeting approves 
the budget for the following year, 
and if necessary reapportions the 
current expenses of the Catholic 
Welfare Organization among the 
various dioceses and other ecc1e-

siones Episcopales, cada miembro 
de la Organizacion recibinl una 
papeleta y una lista en la que fi­
guraran, par arden de precedencia 
canonica, todos los miembros de la 
Organizaci6n, con indicaci6n de 
que no son elegibles para un cargo 
determinado, de conformidad con 
los Arts. VIII y XXII . 

ART. XVII 

Poderes 

La Asamblea anual, ademas de 
tratar las cuestiones generales 
(Art. XI ) : 

a) Consti tuira las Comisiones 
Episcopales, los Departamentos y 
las demas Agencias de la Organiza­
cion Catolica del Bienestar, deter­
minando sus respectivos cometidos; 

b ) Examinara y aprobara el in­
forme del Consejo Administrativo, 
y los de las Comisiones Episco­
pales y demas Organos de la Or­
ganizacion: 

c) Examinara la situaci6n finan­
ciera; 

d ) Elegira los miembros del 
Consejo Administrativo; 

e) Elegira el Secreta rio General 

ART. XVIII 

Reparto de cbntribuci6n 

La Asamblea anual aprobara el 
presupuesto para el ano siguiente 
y revisara, si ello fuere necesario, 
el reparto de los gastos correspon­
dientes al ejercicio economico en 
curso de la Organizaci6n Cat6lica 



· siastical districts of the country in 
proportion to the Catholic popula­
tion of each. 

ART. XIX 

Minutes 

1. The minutes of the meeting 
are drawn up by the Bishop who 
acts as Secretary of the Confer­
ence, and are approved by the Ad­
ministrative Council. 

2. The min ute s are sent, 
through the Office of the Secretary 
General, to every member of the 
Organi'Zation, and to the Papal 
Representative, which shall in turn 
send it to the Secretariate of State 
of His Holiness, to the Sacred 
Consistorial Congrega tion and to 
the Sacred Congregation of the 
Council. 

3. The minutes are to remain 
confidential and solely fer the use 
of the members of the C.W.O. 

ART. XX 

Executive Agencies 

Except during the annual meet­
ing, the work of the C.W.O. is 
performed by the Administrative 
Council, the Episcopal Commis­
sions, the Office of the Secretary 
General ~nd the other organiza­
tions which the meeting has set 
up, according to the mandate 
which it has given to each of 
them. 
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del Bienestar, entre las distintas 
Diocesis y demas circunscripciones 
eclesiasticas del pais, . en razon de 
la poblacion catolica de cada una. 

ART. XIX 

Actas 

1. Las actas de la reunion seran 
redactadas por el Obispo que de­
sempefie el cargo de Secreta rio de 
la Conferencia, y aprobadas por el 
Consejo Administrativo. 

2. Las actas seran enviadas a 
traves de la Oficina del Secretario 
General a cada uno de los miem­
bros de la Organizacion, a la Re­
presentacion Pontificia, y por esta 
a la Secretada de Estado de Su 
Santidad, a la Sagrada Congrega­
cion Consistorial y a la Sagrada 
Congregacion del Concilio. 

3. Las actas deberan conservar 
su caracter confidencial, siendo su 
uso restringido a los miembros de 
la O.C.B . 

ART. XX 

Agencias eiecutivas 

Salvo el pedodo de duracion de 
la reunion anual, el trabajo de la 
O.C.B. sera realizado por el Con­
sejo Administrativo, las Comisiones 
Episcopales, la Oficina del Secre­
tario General y los demas organis­
mos que haya instituido la Asam­
blea, de acuerdo con el mandato 
confiado por esta a cada uno de 
elIos. 
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TITLE II 

The Administrative Council 

ART. XXI 

Functions 

The Administrative Council, 
during the interval between one 
meeting and the next, acts in the 
name of the annual Conference 
within the scope of the mandate 
received from it; directs the acti­
vities of the Office of the Secre­
tary General, of the Departments 
and other organs of the Organiza­
tion; works with the Episcopal 
Commissions; has the power to 
up temporary Agencies for some 
particular inquiry or for some li­
mited sphere of action. 

ART. XXII 

Composition 

1. The Administrative Council 
consists of 'a President, a Vice-pre­
sident and three members, to be 
elected at the annual meeting by 
the members and from among the 
members of the Catholic Welfare 
Organization, for a term of two 
years. 

2. For election to an office, a 
vote representing the majority of 
all the members of the C .W .O. 
is required. 

3. In order to provide for the 
rotation of all members of the Or­
ganization in the Administrative 
Council, no member can serve for 
more than two consecutive terms. 
But any member can be elected 

TITULO II 

EI Consejo Administrativo 

ART. XXI 

Funciones 

El Consejo Administrativo, du­
rante el periodo de tiempo que me­
dia entre una reunion y la siguien­
te, actuara en nom bre de la Con­
ferencia anual dentro de los Hmi­
tes del mandato de ella recibido; 
dirigira las actividades de la Ofi­
cina del Secretario General, Depar­
tamentos y demas Organos de la 
Organizacion; trabajara con las 
Comisiones Episcopales; podra es­
tablecer Agencias temporales para 
realizar un determinado estudio 
particular, 0 con un determinado 
campo de accion especial. 

ART. XXII 

Composici6n 

1. El Consejo Administrativo es­
tara compuesto por un Presidente, 
un Vicepresidente y tres miembros 
que deberan ser elegidos en la reu­
nion anual de los miembros de la 
Organizacion Cat6lica del Bienes­
tar, de entre ellos, y para un pe­
riodo de dos arios. 

2. Para elegir el titular de un 
cargo se requiere una votaci6n que 
represente la mayoria de todos los 
miembros de la O . C .B. 

3. Con el fin de proveer a la ro­
taci6n de todos los miembros de la 
Organizacion en el Consejo Admi­
nistrativo, ninguno de ellos podra 
ocupar un cargo por tiempo supe­
rior ados periodos consecutivos. 



again after he has been out of the 
office for at least one year. The 
same rule applies also to the Pres­
ident. 

ART. XXIII 

Sub'titutiol1 

If a member dies or resigns be­
fore the expiration of the term of 
his mandate, the Council elects a 
substitute, who fills out the term 
of his predecessor, and who, when 
that term has expired, can be 
elccted for an entire term. 

ART. XXIV 

Meetings 

1. The President of the Adminis­
trative Council shall preside at the 
Representative of the Holy See is 
not present. In case of absence or 
other lawful impediment of the 
President, the Vice-president shall 
take his place. . 

2. The Administrative Council 
shall meet every six months, that 
is, during the first week o( Decem­
ber and six months later, and 
moreover whenever the President 
or two other members considers it 
necessary. 

3. A majority of the members of 
the Administrative Council is re­
quired for the meeting to be legi­
timately convoked. 

4. TIle place of meeting of the 
Administrative Council shall be 
determined by the President. 
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No obstante la an terior prescrip­
cion todo miembro podni ser ree­
legido despues de un ana, como 
minima, de su cesacion en el car­
go. Esta disposicion debera apli­
carse tam bien al Presidente. 

ART. XXIII 

Substituci611 

Si un miembro muriese 0 pre­
sentase su dimision can anteriori­
dad al termino de su mandato, el 
Consejo elegini un substituto que 
complete el mandata del predece­
sor, y al expirar este plaza el mis­
mo podni ser elegido para su pe­
riodo completo. 

ART. XXIV 

Reuniones 

1. Si no se halla presente el Re­
presentante de la Santa Sede, pre­
sidira las reuniones del Consejo 
Administrativo el Presidente del 
mismo. En caso de. ausencia 0 de 
cualquier otro legitimo impedi­
menta, sera substitufdo par el 
Vice-presidente. 

2. El Consejo Administrativo se 
reunira semestralmente, a saber: 
durante la primera semana de Di­
ciembre y seis meses mas tarde; y 
ademas cada vez que el Presiden­
te y otros dos miembros 10 esti­
men necesario. 

3. Para que la reunion este legi­
timamente convocada sera necesa­
ria la mayoria de los miembros del 
Consejo Administrativo. 

4. El lugar de reunion del Con­
sejo Administrativo sera determina­
do par. el Presidente. 
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5. At least two weeks before the 
meeting, the Members of the Ad­
ministrative Council must be in­
formed of the matters to be 
treated, without prejudice to the 
right of individual members to pro­
pose also other questions or mat­
ters as subjects for examination 
and discussion. 

fun. XXV 

Finances 

1. It pertains to the CouIl:cil to 
examine and approve every year 
the accounts of the Office of the 
Secretary General and the other 
Offices of the Organization, and to 
prepare the budget for the follow­
mg year. 

2. The Administrative Council 
has control of all the finances of 
the Organization, and presents the 
financial report of the Organiza­
tion every year at the annual 
meeting. 

3. All extraordinary expenses. 
which are not provided for in the 
budget, must be approved by the 
President and by at least two mem­
bers of the Administrative Coun­
cil. 

4. A Treasurer shall be chosen 
from among the members of the 
C.W.O. 

ART. XXVI 

Minutes 

The minutes of all meetings of 
the Council are drawn up as pro­
vided in Art. XIX, 1, and are sent 
to the Representative of the HOly 

5. Por 10 menos dos semanas an­
tes de la reunion, los miembros del 
Consejo Administrativo debenin 
conocer los temas que seran trata­
dos, salvo el derecho que corres­
ponde a cada miembro de propa­
ner tambien otras cuestiones 0 te­
mas que sean materia de examen 
o discusion . 

ART. XXV 

Regimen economico 

1. Corresponde al Consejo exa­
minar y aprooar, todos los afios, las 
cuentas de la Oficina del Secreta­
rio General y de las otras Oficinas 
de la Organizacion, asi como pre­
parar el presupuesto para el afio 
siguiente. 

2. El Consejo Administrativo 
controlara todos los medios econo­
micos de la Organizacion y presen­
tara todos los afios en la reunion 
anual el informe economico cor­
respondiente. 

3. Todos los gastos extraordina­
rios no previstos en el presupues­
to deberan ser aprobados por el 
Presidente y por dos miembros, co­
mo minimo, del Consejo Adminis­
trativo. 

4. De entre los miembros de la 
O .C .B. sera elegido un Tesorero. 

ART. XXVI 

Actas 

Las actas de cada una de las reu­
niones del Consejo seran redacta­
das con arreglo a 10 dispuesto en 
el Art. XIX, 1, Y enviadas al Re-



See and to every member of the 
Organization. 

TITLE III 

Departments 

ART. XXVII 

The Departments of the 
C.vV.O. are the following: 

a) TIle Leg a 1 Department 
(press radio and cinema; matrimo­
nial legislation ); 

b) The Department of Missio­
nary Activities; 

c) The Department of Catholic 
and Social Action; 

d) TIle Department of Reli­
gious Education and Instruction in 
Private and Public Schools. 

ART. XXVIII 

Organization 

1. Each Department has for its 
President one of the members of 
the Administrative Council. 

2. The Legal Department (Art. 
XXVII, a) is directly under the 
President of the Administrative 
Council, and is annexed to the Of­
fice of the Secretary General. 

3. The annual meeting will as­
sign the presidencies to the various 
members of the Council. 

4. Every Department except the 
Legal Department shall have one 
or more ecclesiastics as secretaries, 
elected for one year by the Ad­
ministrative Council. These can be 
reelected and are directly respon­
sible to the President of the De­
partment. 
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presentante de la Santa Sede y a 
cada uno de los miem bros de la 
Organizacion . 

TITULO III 

Departamentos 

ART. XXVII 

Los Departamentos de la O.C.B. 
son los siguien tes: 

a) Legal (prensa, radio y cine; 
legislacion ma trimonial ) ; 

b) Actividades misioneras; 

c) Accion ca tolica y social; 

d ) Educacion e instruccion reli­
ligiosa en las escuelas privadas y 
publicas. 

ART. XXVIII 

Organizaci6n 

1. Cada Departamento estara 
presidido por uno de los miembros 
del Consejo Administrativo. 

2. El Departamento Legal (a) 
dependera directamente del Presi­
dente del Consejo Administrativo 
y estara anejo a la Oficina del Se­
creta rio General. 

3. La reunion anual asignara las 
presidencias a los miem bros del 
Consejo. 

4. Cada Departamento, a excep­
cion del Legal, tendra uno 0 varios 
eclesiasticos en cualidad de secreta­
rios, elegidos para un ano par el 
Consejo Administrativo. Podran 
ser reelegidos y estaran sujetos a 
responsabilidad directa ante el Pre­
sidente del D epartamento. 
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5. TI1e President of a Depart­
ment m<ty be assisted by two other 
members of the C.\V.O., to be 
elected at the annual meeting, 1\1 

accordance with the provision of 
Art. XXII. 

TITLE IV 

Episcopal Commissions 

ART. XXIX 

Composition and Compete.ncy 
1. The President of a Depart­

ment with the two members of the 
C.vV.O whom he has as assistants, 
constitute an Episcopal Commis­
sion. 

2. The permanent Episcopal 
Commissions have authority to put 
into effect, each within the sphere 
of its competency, the resolutions of 
the annual meeting and of the 
Administrative Council. 

ART. XXX 

Meetings - Quorum 

1. The Commissions convene at 
the can of their President, or if he 
is impeded, at the call of the senior 
Bishop. 

2. In preparation for the annual 
meeting, the Episcopal Commis­
sions shall hold their meetings at a 
time and place to be determined 
by the members of the Commis­
sion, and before the annual meet­
ing. TIle Episcopal Commissions 
can convene at other times during 
the year, as need may require. 

3. A majority of the Commis­
sion constitutes a quorum. 

5. El Presidente de un Departa­
mento podra ser asistido por otras 
dos miembros de la O.C.B., que se 
elegiran en la reunion anual, con 
arreglo al procedimiento establecido 
en el Art. XXII. 

TITULO IV 

Comisiones Episcopales 

ART. XXIX 

Composici6n y competencia 
1. El Presidente de un Departa­

mento con los dos miembros de la 
O.C.B. ayudantes, constituye una 
Comision Episcopal. 

2. Correspondera a las Comi­
siones Episcopales permanentes, en 
el ambito de su respectiva COIn­

petencia la ejecucion de las deci­
sioncs de la reunion anual y del 
Consejo Administrativo. 

ART. XXX 

Reuniones - Numero legal 

1. Cada Comision se reunira 
previa convocatoria hecha por su 
Presidente, 0 bien, en caso de que 
este se encuentre impedido, pOI el 
Obispo senior. 

2. Con objeto de preparar la 
Asamblea anual, las Comisiones 
Episcopales se reuniran antes de 
esta en el momento y lugar que 
establezcan los miembros de cada 
una de elias. Las Comisiones Epis­
copales podran reunirse en cual­
quier epoca del ano si ello fuere 
necesario. 

3. La mayorl<l de la Comision 
constituye numero legal. 



ART. XXXI 

The An.nual Report 

1. Every year the President of 
each Commission shall present to 
the Administrative Council at its 
Decem ber meeting, a report on the 
work done since the last annual 
meeting, and a program of what is 
proposed for the following year. 

2. TIlis report is distributed to 
all the members of the Organiza­
tion, but usually it is not read 
during the session. 

TITLE V 

Office of the Secretary General 

ART. XXXII 

Lowtion - Functions 

1. TIle Office of the Secretary 
General , which is the center of in­
formation and activity of the Or­
ganization, is located in Manila. 

2. Its duties are: 

a) To put into effect the de­
cisions and instructions of the Or­
ganization, under the control of 
and in dependence on the Ad­
ministrative Council; 

b) To act as intermediary, in 
particular questions, between the 
Organization and the civil Authori­
ties, and between institutions and 
private persons, keeping the Papal 
Representative appropriately in­
formed on these matters; 

c ) To coordinate the work of the 
various Agencies of the Organiza­
tion; 
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ART. XXXI 

I nforme anual 

1. Todos los anos el Presidente 
de cada una de las Comisiones pre­
sentara al Consejo Administrativo, 
en la reunion de Diciembre, un in­
forme referente a la labor realizada 
desde la ultima Asamblea anual, y 
el plan propuesto para el ano si­
guiente. 

2. Este informe sera distribuido 
a todos los miembros de la Organi­
zacion, pero de ordinario no se leera 
durante la sesion. 

TITULO V 

Secretariado General 

ART. XXXII 

Sede - Funciones 

1. La Oficina del Secreta rio Ge­
neral, centro de informacion y ac­
tividad de la Organizacion, tendra 
su sede en Manila . 

2. Ejercera las siguientes funcio­
nes : 

a) Ejecutar las decisiones e ins­
trucciones de la Organizacion, bajo 
el control y dependencia del Con­
sejo Administrativo; 

b) Servir de intermediario, en 
cuestiones especiales, entre la Orga­
nizacion y las Autoridades civiles, 
y entre las instituciones y las per­
·sonas privadas, teniendo oportuna­
mente infomlada de todo ello a la 
Representacion Pontificia; 

c) Coordinar el trabajo de las 
distintas Agencias de la Organiza­
cion; 
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d) To collect the reports and 
other documents of the various 
Agencies of the Organization, for 
the purpose of centralization; 

e) To bring officialy to the no­
tice of interested parties, and if ne­
cessary of the public, the decisions 
and declarations of the Organiza­
tion and of the Administrative 
Council. 

ART. XXXIII 

Reports 

To this end, the Episcopal Com­
missions and the other Agencies of 
the Organization shall 1\:eep the 
Office of the Secretary General in­
formed about their work, and shall 
provide that Office with two copies 
of their reports and publications. 

ART. XXXIV . 

Office of the Secretary General 

1. It is governed by the Secretary 
General. 

2. All the documents of the Or­
ganization are kept in one single 
archives, in the Office of the Secre­
tary General. 

ART. XXXV 

Election 

The Secretary General is elected 
for one year, by secret ballot, at the 
annual meeting. 

ART. XXXVI 

Functions 

In the exercise of his functions 
the Secretary General is responsible 

d ) Recoger los informes y de­
mas documentos de las distintas 
Agencias de la Organizacion, para 
su centralizacion 

e) Llevar oficialmente a conoci­
miento de los interesados, y al del 
publico si es necesario, las decisio­
nes y declaraciones de la Organiza­
cion y del Consejo Administrativo. 

ART. XXXIII 

Informes 

Can tal finalidad las Comisiones 
Episcopales y las demas Agencias 
de la Organizacion tendran infor­
mada de su trabajo a la Oficina del 
Secretario General , y la proporcio­
naran do~ copias de sus informes y 
publicaciones. 

ART . XXXIV 

Oficina del Secretario General 

1. Estara regida por el Secretario 
General. 

2. Todos los documentos de la 
O'rganizacion se conservaran, en ar­
chivo unico, en la Oficina del Secre­
tario General. 

ART. XXXV 

Elecci6n 

EI Secretario General sera ele­
gido par un ano, con escrutinio se­
creto, en la reunion anual. 

ART. XXXVI 

Funciones 

EI Secreta rio General, en el ejer­
cicio de sus funciones, sera respon-



throughout to the Administrative 
Council, ,md the dispositions of 
Art. XL apply al so to him . 

ART. XXXVII 

1 otificatio71 of Death of Bishops 

\ \fhen a member of the Hierar­
chy of the Philippines dies, the 

eeretary General shall inform all 
the J1lern bers of the Organiza tion . 

ART. XXXVIII 

Epi cOfJal Docume71t~ 

1. The members of the Catholic 
\Velfare Organization arc invited to 
send to the Office of the Seeretan' 
General their Episcopal D ecrees 
and Pastoral Letters. 

2. '1l1e Office of the Seeretan' 
G.eneral ca nnot, hO\\"c,·er. pUblish 
these documents without the cx­
prcss permission of thcir authors. 

TITLE V I 

Departments, Offices, Agencies, 
Committees and other org:lns 

of the Organization 

ART. XXXIX 
Departments, Offices and Services 

It pertains to the annual mccting 
to cs tablish D epartments. Offices. 
Services and other Agencies which 
It ma~' deem useful for the proper 
functioning of the Organiza tion , 
and to elec t their directo rs upon 
the presentation of candidates by 
the Administrati ve Council. 
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sable en todo an te eJ Consejo Ad­
ministrativo; ser{m tam bien apliea­
hies a el las disposieiones con ten i­
Chl S cn el Art. XL. 

Aln'. XXXVII 

Noticia del fallecimiemto 
de los Obispos 

E I Secreta rio G eneral, en easo de 
l1luerte de un miembro de la Jerar­
quia de las Islas Filipinas, informa­
ra a cada uno dc los miembros de 
Ja Orga nizaci6n . 

ART. XXXVIII 

DocLLmentos episcofxiles 

1. Sc invita a los miem bros de la 
Organizaei6n Cat6lica del Bienes­
tar a enviar a la Oficina del Secre­
tario General sus D ecretos episco­
pales y Cartas pastorale. 

2. Sin embargo la Ofieina del Se­
creta rio General no podni publicar 
diehos documentos sin la expresa 
au torizaei6n de sus autores. 

TITULO VI 

Departamentos, Oficinas, Agencias, 
Comites y otros organos 

de la Organizacion 

ART. XXXIX 
Departamentos - Ofici71as - Servicio 

Correspondera a la Asamblea 
anual la creaci6n de Departamcntos, 
Oficinas, Servieios y otras Agencias 
que estime Miles para el buen fun­
cionamiento de la Organizaei6n, asi 
como la eleci6n de sus rcspcetivos 
Direetorcs, previa presentaei6n por 
parte del Consejo Administrativb. 

Sig.-: 
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ART . XL 

Agents - Committees 

]11e annual meeting or the Ad­
ministrative Council can entrust to 
a n agent, ecclesiastical or lay, or to 
a committee, a particular mandate, 
provided: 

1) That the object and limita­
tions of the mandate be clearly de­
fined beforehand. 

2) That the agent or committee 
so designated interfere in no way 
with administration of any diocese, 
and that, if they should do so, they 
be immediatelv recalled at the rea­
sonable request of the Bishop. 

3) Every year, or oftener if de­
sired, the agent or committee shall 
present a report of their work to 
the authority from which they re­
ce ived their mandate. 

4 ) 0 functionary or agent can 
make any public declaration regard­
ing the work entrusted to him, un­
les he is authorized to do so by the 
Administrative Council. . 

RT . XL 

Agentes - Comites 

La Asamblea anual 0 el Consejo 
Administrativo podran confiar un 
mandato a lin agente, eclesiastico 
o laico, 0 bien a un comite. con tal 
ele que : 

1) El objeto y Hmites del man­
dato hayan sido previamente defini­
dos con claridad. 

2) El agente 0 comite design a­
dos no realicen intromision alguna 
en la administraci6n de las Dio­
cesis; si 10 hicieren, y despues de 
que haya tenido lugar una reclama­
cion motivada del Obispo, les sera 
inmediatamente retirado el man-
dato. . 

3) Cada afio 0 con mayor fre­
euencia si asi fuere solicitado, el 
agente 0 el comite presentaran a la 

. autoridad de Ia que han recibido su 
mandato, un informe de su trabajo . 

4 ) Ningun funcionario 0 agente 
podni hacer una declaracion publi­
ca relativa al trabajo que Ie ha sido 
confiado, si no ha sido autorizado 
para ello por el Consejo Administra­
tivo . 
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AEGIDIUS VAGNOZZI 
DEI ET APOSTOLICAE SEDIS GRATIA ARCHIEPISCOPUS 

TITULARIS MYRENSIS AC IN PHILIPPINIS INSULIS 

NUNTIUS APOSTOLICUS 

N. 7558/ 53 

DECRETUM 

Cum jam ab anna 1945 universi Insularum Philippinarum 
Praesules Ordinarii Conventum inierint quod "Catholic Welfare 
Organization" vulgo audit, et modo eonditae ad ejusdem Con­
ventus regimen Constitutiones Apostolicae Sedis approbationi 
subiectae sint, SS.mus Dominus Noster Pius Divina Providentia 
Papa XII, Sacrae Congregationis Consistorialis Decreto diei 28 
Junii 1952, easdem Constitutiones ratas habere ac probare 'clig­
natus est; Nobis vero, qua Pontificio in Insulis Philippinis 
Legato, praefati Consistorialis Decreti executionem necnon 
Constitutionum observantiam demandatas voluit. 

Nos igitur Statuta "Catholic Welfare Organization" 
spectantia, prout ipsa Consistoriali Decreto extant adnexa, 
praesenti Decreto Nostro executioni de facto mandamus seu 
\'olumus ea effedum plene sortiri suum a die huius Decreti, 
~imulque praecipimus ut omnia et singula in iisdem Statu tis 
recepta atque digesta ab omnibus quos spectant adamussim in 
posterum serventur, contrariis quibuscumque minime obstanti­
bus. 

Datum Manilae, ex Aedibus Nuntiaturae Apostolicae, 
die 26 mensis Januarii, anna 1953. 

+ AEGIDIUS V AGNOZZI 

Archiepiscopus Myrensis 
Nuntius Apostolicus 



~AC:;RA CONGREGATIO CONSISTORIALIS 

DE VICARIO CASTRENSI 

IN REPUBLICA INSULARUM PHILIPPINARUM 

DECRETUM 

Ad consulendum Spil:ltuali CUl'ae subditorum Vical'iatus 
Cashensis Exercitus Reipublicae Insularum Philippinal'um 
SSmus. Dominus oster PIUS Divina Providentia PP. XII. de 
consilio Emi. Cardinalis A. C. Consistorialis Secret2.rii, prae­
senti Consistol'iali decreto nominat ac constituit Excmum. P. D. 
Ruphinum Santos, Episcopum titularem Bal'caeum, Vicarium 
Castrensem Insularum Philippinarum cum omnibus jUl'ibus et 
Officiis quae in decreto constitutionis, quem supra memora­
vim us, Vical'iatus Castrensis, a S. C. Consistoriali die 8 mensis 
Decembris anni 1950 dato, statuuuntur. Contrariis quibus­
cumque minime obstantibus. 

Datum Romae, ex Aedibus S. Congo Consistorialis, die 21 
Decembris anna 1950. 

I. 

+ Sig. A. G. CARD. PIAZZA 

Eppus. Sabinen. et Mvndelen. 
a Secr. 

J. FERRETTO 

Adsessor 



Curia Diocesana 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WELFARE 

ORGANIZATION (C.W.OJ 

\' ery Rc\·. (J ua n ) Ortcga , O .P . 

Dircctor, Bolctin Eclcsias tico 

Univcr it\· of Sto. Tomas 

l:'spaiia St.. Janila 

Ver\, RC\'crcnd and dcar Fathcr: 

Pax Christi 

As pcr instruction, I am cnclosing hcrcII'ith a cop~' of a docuIllent 

and neil's item for publication in thc Bolctin Ecle ias tico: 1) thc Con ti­
tution of C. \ \'.O. appro\'cd b~ ' thc Hol~1 Sce: and 2 ) the result of the 

election of C \VO Administrati\·c Council during last Bishops' l\Iceting, 

januar~' 2. 1953. 

Bishop Rufino J. Santos, D.D., of Manila and Lipa ... P1'esident 

Bishop Mariano Madriaga, D.D., of Lingayen ...... Vice-Pres. 

Archbishop Julio Rosales, D.D., of Cebu . .. ......... M ember 

Bishop Alejandro Olalia, D.D., of Tuguegarao ... . ... . " 

Bishop Lino Gonzaga, D.D., of Palo .. . ....... .. . . " 

Bishop Manuel Yap, D.D., of Bacolod ....... .. .. T 1'easU'rer 

Rev. F ernando Mempin. ................ Sec1'eta1'y-Gene1'al 

In union of prayers and sacrificcs for the \\'clfare of thc Church in 

the Philippines. 

Fra ternalh' \'our . 

REV. FERNANDO l\IE IPI 

Secretary-General 
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N.138/ 53 
DI6CESIS DE JARO 

NOMBRAMIENTOS DE VI CARIO GE,NERAL Y CONSULTORES 

Desando atel1der plenamente al buen regimen y gobierno 
de esfa Arquidiocesis, el Excmo. y Rdmo. Sr. Dr. Jose Ma. 
Cuenco, Arzobispo de J aro, ha tenido a bien experlir los siguien­
tes nombramientos, con fecha 3 del mes en curso. 
1. Ilmo. Mons. Fernando S. Javillo, lCL, PD, Vicari o GeneraL 

2. M. Rdo. P . Panfilo T . Brasil, lCD, ConsUor D iocesano 
· 3. M . Rdo. P . Ismael Castano, VF, ConsuUoT Diocesano 

4. M. Rdo . P . Juan Nilmar, ConsuUoT Diocesano 
5. M . Rdo. P . Diosdado Parrenas, ConsuUO',. Parroco 
6. M . Rdo. P . Vicente M. Declaro, ICB, Defensor det V inculo . 
Jaro, Iloilo, a 12 de Febrero de 1953. 

DR. C. TUMBOCON Pbro. 
Canciller-Secretario 

DI6CESIS DE BACOLOD 
NOMBRAMIENTO DE VICARIO GENERAL 

9 de Enero de 1953 
M.R.P. Fr. Adolfo Garcia, O.P. 
Administrador de BOLETIN ECLESIASTICO DE FILIPINAS, 
MANILA 
Muy Rdo. y estimado Padre: 

Tengo el sumo gusto de participarle y, mediante el BOLE­
rIN, a todas las Curias eclesiasticas de Filipinas, que con fecha 
de 31 de Diciembre de 1952, Su Excelencia Reverendisima, 
Mons. Manuel Yap, Obispo de Bacolod, tuvo a bien nombrar 
como VICARIO GENERAL de la dicha Diocesis al Ilmo. Mons. 
Antonio Y. Fortich, actual Cura Parroco de la Catedral de 
Bacolod. 

Con sentimientos de afecto y aprecio, quedo de V d. 
Sinceramente en Cristo, 

P. DONATO S. LAMBAYAN 
Secr.-Canciller 

DI6CESIS DE PALO, LEYTE 
T ITULOS HONORIFICOS 

La Santa Sede acaba de honrar a tres sacel'dotes de la 
Diocesis de Palo, Leyte con titulos honol'ificos. EI Ilmo. Mons. 
Lesmes Ma. Ricalde ha sido nombrado Protonotario Apostolico 
ad Instar Participantium y los Ilmos. Mons. Felix Sabenicio y 
Sofio Mandia han recibido el titulo de Prelados Domesticos de 
Su Santi dad. La investidura de los nuevos monsenores tendra 
Jugar despues de Ja semana santa de este ano. 
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LIST OF THOSE WHO ATTENDED THE FIRST PLENARY 
COUNCIL OF THE PHILIPPINES 

LEGATE-A-LATERE 

His Eminence Norman Thomas Cardinal Gilroy 
A rchbishop of f.;ydney 

APOSTOLIC NUNCIO 
His Exc ., Most Rev. Egidio Vagnozzi, D.O. 

Titl1lar Archbishop of :'Ilir<1 

ARCHBISHOPS 
His Exc. , Most Rev . Julio R. Rosales, D.O., Arehbishop of Gehu 
His Exc. , Most Rev. Santiago C. Sancho, D.O. , Arehbishop of .Kucva Hego\' ia 
His Exc., Most Rev. James T. G. Hayes, D.O., Archbi .· hop of Caga.van 
His Exc., Most Rev. Pedro P. Santos, D.O., Archbishop of Cacel·e.· 
His Exc., Most Rev. Jose Ma. Cuenco , D.O., Archbishop of .Jal'O 

BISHOPS 
His Exc., Most Rev. Alfredo Verzosa, D.O. , Titular Bishop of Gapsa , by his 

procurator His Exc., Most Rev. Juan C. Sison 
His Exc., Most Rev. Cesar M. Guerrero, D.O., Bishop of !"an Fernando 
His Exc. , Most Rev. Luis del Rosario, S.J., D.O., ' Bis hop of Zamboanga 
His Exc. , Most Rev. Manuel Mascarifias, D.O., Bi s hop of Taghilaran 
His Exc., Most Rev. Miguel Acebedo, D.O., Bishop of Calbayog 
His Exc., Most Rev. Mariano A. Madriaga, D.O., Bis hop of Lingayell 
His Exc. , Most Rev. John C. Vraking , M.S.C., D.O., Bishop of Hurigao 
His Exc. , Most Rev. Alfredo Ma. Obviar, D.O., Titular Bishop of Linoe. 

Bitinia II, Apo to lic Admini strator of Lucena 
His Exc., Most Rev. Juan C. Sison, D.O., Titular Bishop of Limata , Auxi-

liary Bishop of ueva Regovia 
His Exc., Most Rev. Rufino J. Santos, D.O., Titular Bishop of Barca, Apos­

tol ic Administrator of :'I lllni ln and -Lipa, KV. 
His Exc., Most Rev . William Brasseur, C. I.C.M., Titular Bishop of Agnto-

nica, Vic-ar Apo to lie of :'II t. Province 
His Exc., Most Rev. Alejandro Olalia, D.O. , Bishop of Tugn egHl':1o 
His Exc., Most Rev . Vicente P. Re'Yes, D.O . , Titular Bishop of A~pona 
His Exc., Most Rev. Manuel Yap , D.O., Bishops of Bacolod 
His Exc., Most Rev. Gerard Mongeau, O.M.I., Titular Bishop of Diann , Pre­

late of Cotabato-, 'uln 
His Exc., Most Rev. Peregrin de la Fuente, O.P ., D.O., Titnlnr Hi. hop of 

lHila a , Prelate of Batanes-Habu~'ane~ 
His Exc., Most Rev. William Duschak, S.V.D., Titular Bishop of Abidda. 

Vicar Apostolir' of Ca lapan 
His Exc., Most Rev. Lino R. Gonzaga, D. O. , Bishop of Palo 
His Exc., Most Rev. Antonio R. Frondosa, D.O. , Bishop of Cnpi", 
His Exc., Most Rev. Flaviano B. Ariola , D.O., Bishop of _Lega~pi 
His Exc., Most Rev. Teopisto V. Alberto, D.O., Bi shop of . 'orsogon_ 

APOSTOLIC ADMINISTRATORS 
Right Rev. _ Msgr. Clovis Thibault, P.M. E. , Apo. to lic Administrator of Davan 
Right Rev. Msgr. Patrick Shanley, O.C .D., Apostolic Admini . tratnr of 111-

fanta 
Right Rev. Msgr. Patrick H . Cronin, S.S.C., Apostolic Adlllini _,( rator of 

Ozamis 
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PREFECT APOSTOLIC 

Right Rev . Msgr. Leandro .Nieto Bolandiez, A.R., Apostolic Prefect of 
Palawan 

MANILA METROPOLITAN CHAPTER 

Very Rev . Fr. Simeon Gutierrez , Ph.D., Procurator, :Hetropolitan Chapler, 
:iUanila 

PROVINCIAL SUPERIORS 
Right Rev . Msgr. Abbot Pedro Celestino Gusi, O.S . B. , Ph.L. , )l onRe rrat Abbey 
Very Rev. Fr . Silvestre Sancho, O.P. , S.T.D . , Provincial Prior, Dominican 

Very Rev . 

Very Rev . 

Very Rev . 
Very Rev. 

Very Rev. 

Very Rev. 

Very Rev. 
Very Rev. 

Very Rev. 

Very Rev. 
Very Rev . 

Very Rev . 

Very Rev. 
Very Rev. 
Very Rev. 

Very Rev. 
Very Rev . 

Very Rev. 

Fathers 
Fr. Jose Agundez , O.F.M. , Provi ncial Commissar," , Francisca n 

Fathers 
Fr. Rogelio de Bedolia , O. F. M. , Cap., PJ'o\'inc ial Custodian, Capu­

chin Fathers 
Fr . Belarmino de Celis, O.S.A., Pro-Vicar, Agu~tinian Fathel'~ 
Fr. Joaquin Gonzales, O.R.S.A. , Provinc ial Vicar, Heco llecL 

ll'ather s 
Fr. Herman Joseph Esselman , O.C.D., De legate Prm' incia l, Car-

melite Fathers ' 
Fr. Vincent I. Kennally, S.J., S.T.L., '{ice Provi ncial , J esui t 

Fathers 
Fr. Zacarias Subilias, C.M. , Prov incial Visitor, Vincentian lfather, 
Fr. Louis O' Leary , C.SS.R., Vice Provincial , Hedempt orist F a­

ther Manila 
Fr. John Ryan, C.SS.R., '{ice Prov incial , H edemploris Father" 

Iloilo 
Fr. Edward Gordon, O. M.I. , Provincial Superior, Oblate Fathers 
Fr. Louis Ferrari , S.D.B., S.T. D., Prov incial D elegate, ~alesian 

Fathe rs of Don Bosco 
Fr. Theodore Keet, M.S.C., Provincial, ) l iss ionarieR of the Sncred 

R eart 
Fr. James Timmons, M.H.M., Superior, ~li ll 'Hill Fathe rs 
Fr. Rafael Desmedt, C.I.C.M., Provincial Superior, Belgian Fathers 
Fr. Herman Kondring, S . V.D., l)l'ovincial , uperior , Fathers of lhe 

Divine Word 
Fr. Joseph Regan, M.M., RuperioJ', Maryknoll Fathe rs 
Fr. William Hennessey, S.S.C . , I.C.D., Directo r of Colnmban 

Fathers 
Fr. Jerome Casolari, S.S.P ., ~nperio r , Panlist Fathers 

SPECIAL 
Very Rev . Fr. Jesus Castalion , O.P. , Ph.D ., Acting Hecto r ) lagnifi('llR, L~ ni­

versity of Ranto Tomas 

BOARD OF JUDGES 
His Exc., Most Rev. Santiago C. Sancho, D.O ., Archbishop of Nueva Segov ia 
His Exc. , Most Rev. James T. G. Hayes, D.O. , Archbishop of Cagayan 
His Exc., Most Rev. Pedro P. Santos, D.O., Archbishop of Ca<'ere~ 

PROMOTERS 
His Exc., Most Rev. Cesar M. Guerrero, D.O ., Bi hop of San Fernando 
His Exc. , Most Rev. Luis del RosariO, S.J. , D. O. , Bis hop of Za mboa nga. 
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SECRETARY GENERAL 
His Exc ., Most Rev. Rufino J. Santos, D.O., 'Titu lar Bishop of Barca, 

Apostolic Administrator of Mani la a nd Lipa, S. V . 

NOTARIES OF THE COUNCIL 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Alfredo poledrini, D.U.1. 
Very Rev. Fr. Augustus Ignacio, J.C.D. 
Very Rev . Fr. Justino Ortiz, J.C.L. 
Very Rev. Fr. Melencio de Vera, J.C.D. 

SECRETARIES OF THE COUNCIL 
Very Rev . Fr . Fern'ando Mempin, J.C.D . 
Very Rev. Fr. Francisco Munoz, O.P. 
Very Rev. Fr. Horacio de la Costa, S.J., S.T.L. 
Very Rev . Fr . Eleuterio Espinas , Ph.L ., S.T.L. 

MASTERS OF CEREMONIES 
Very Rev. Fr. Michael Baulman 
Very Rev . Fr . Agapito Sacristan, C.M . 
Very Rev . Fr. Pedro Duque, C.M. 

CA,NONISTS OF THE COUNCIL 
Rt. Rev. Msgr. Narciso Gatpayad, J.C.D. 
Very Rev. Fr. Juan Ylla,_ O.P., D.U.1. 
Very Rev . Fr. George Vromant, C.I.C.M. 
Very Rev. Fr. Fermin Campo , C.M., J .C.D. 
Very Rev. Fr . Jose Ma. Siguion, S.J., J.C . L. 

THEOLOGIANS OF T,HE COUNCIL 
Very Rev . Fr. Artemio Casas, S.T.D. 
Very Rev. Fr. Juan Ledesma, S.J., S.T.L. 
Very Rev. Fr. Emilio Azarraga , S.J., S.T. L. 
Very Rev. Fr. Juan Ortega, O.P., S.T.D . 
Very Rev. Fr. Ambrosio Manaligod, S. V.D. , S.T. D. 

SECRETARIES OF TH E PRESS 
Very Rev. Fr. Francisco Munoz, O.P. 
Very Rev. Fr. Culberth Billman, O.M.1. 

JANITORS OF TH E COUNCI L 

Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Castrillo, O.S.A. 
Very Rev . Fr. Miguel Huerta , O.S.A. 

CONSULTANTS OF THE FATHERS OF THE COUNCIL 

To H is Eminence the Cardinal Legate: 

IH. Hev. )[sg r. JameR Canol, J.C.D. 
Very Hev. Fl'. Thoma s ~H\lldoon , J.C.D. 

To His Excellency the Apostolic Nuncio : 
Veryl{ev. M gr. Con tante _Ma ltoni , D .l.T. 
Vel'~' lle l'. Fr. El eu t erio E spilla s, Ph.L., S .T.L . 

To the Most Rev, Administrator of Manila and Lipa, S . V. 

Vel'." R ev. Leopo ldo JJ. Area ira , S.T .D . 
Y e r.l· l1 e l· . F e lix Cocleru , Ph.L ., !-I.'I.'.L . 



154 

To the Most Rev. Archbishop of Cebu : 

Very Re\,. Gerard Trienekens, .\1 .~.U. 
Ver." HCI' . D iosrJado Ca rnornoi 

To the Most Rev . Archbishop of Nueva Segovia: 

Very H€'\". Dan ie l Corte~ , !-;.'l'.L. 

To the Most Rev. Archbishop of Cagayan: 

Ver.I· .He\".. J allles P. :'Il oran, ~.J. , :-;.T.L. 
V ry R e l· .. Fr. Tsaia,; X. Edralin , ' .J. , S.'I'.L. 

To the Most Rev. Archbishop of Nueva Caceres : 

R t. H€'\". :'II gr. Porfirio Hamin , P.A. , J .C. L. 
Very H.e\". .Fr. Cipr iHllo Oses, 0. :'11. , s.'r. L. 
Ver.\' He\,. ~icano r e. Bclleza, .J .C. D . 

To the Most Rev. Archbishop of Jaro 

Ve l'.'" ReI' . ~'r . lmlaleeio Al ejo, O.P. , J.e. D. 
Ve r~' Hel·. Fl' . Ci('e roll Tnmboeon, R.T.D . 

To the Most Rev . Bishop of San Fernando: 

Ver.l· R e\". Fl' . E steban Exa lt~ ~' ioll , J.C.D . 
Ver~' Rev . Jose de la Cruz 

To the Most . Rev. Bishop of Zamboanga: 

Ver.v R ev. Fr. Alfredo E . 1. Paguia, f.:l.J ., !-;.T.L. 
Very 11e1'. Ni 'asio Y. P ata i'igau 

To the Most Rev. Bishop of Tagbilaran: 

Very Rev . Eliseo Josol 
Very R eI'. 'l'eot imo Pacis, e.~ I. , S.'I'.D. 

To the Most Rev . Bishop of Calbayog: 

Very R ev . Fr. P edro del Hierro, O.F .:'I!. 
li t. Ht'\,. :'I 1 ~gr. :'Il or rl'ro, .J.C .L. 

To the Most Rev. Bishop of Lingayen: 

Very Rev. Emi lio Cinense 
Very Re,r. Fr. J e. u Rison , Ph .L., S.T.D. 

To the Most Rev. Bishop of Surigao: 

Ht. R ev . Msgr. Charles van de Ou\\'elant, :'II.S .C' . 
Ve r)~ R e,·. Fr. Daniel Ol·tea 

To the Most Rev. Apostolic Administrator of Lucena: 

Very R ev. Anton io Radovan 
Very R ey. Godofredo P Elde l'nal 

To the Most Rev. Vicar Apostolic of Mt. Prov ince 

Ver~' Rev. Luis !-;egel's , C. I .M., J.C.D . 

To the Most Rev. Bishop of Tuguegarao: 

lU. R ev. l\Isgr. Rica rdo Jamia , P .D . 
Very R ev. J e u . nt. Cavanna. C.M. 



To the Most Rev . Bishop of Bacolod: 

\ '(>1'." Re,·. E:I"':!rd Allen . ~ . S.C. , I.C.D. 
Very Hel'. Donato Lambayan . Ph.l~., .T. L . 

To the Most Rev. Prelate Nullus of Cotabato-Sulu: 

Very He,' . George Dion , O.:H .1.. S.T.L. 
Ver." Re,'. Biem'en ido L eandicho, 0. ::\1" .1.. ~ . T . L. 

To the Most Rev. Prelate Nullus of Batanes- Babuyanes : 

Vel'j' R ev . Flaneiseo del Rio, O.P. , RT.D . 
Very R ev. Bernabe Alonso, O.P. , I.C.D. 

To the Most Rev. V icar Apostolic of Calapan 

Ver.v R E'\'. Alberto van Gensewinkel. ~.Y . D .. ~.T.D . 

To the Most Rev . Bishop of Palo: 

Ver.,· He". Agapio Salvador, O.P. , LC.D . . ~ .'r.D. 
Ver.,' R ev. :Manuel Gracia , C.M . 

To the Most Rev. Bishop of Capiz: 

Very R ev. Felix Vaeas , O.P., S .T.D . 
Very R ev . Alberto R oman , C.:\I . , . '. '1'.1, . 

To the Most Rev. Bishop of Legaspi: 

Very R eI'. Valentin R amon. RT.D . 
Very R ev. D E'metrio Vale:Ml , I.C.D . 

To the Most Rev. Bishop of Sorsogon : 

Itt. Rev. Msgr . Florentino Yllana, I.C.D. 
Ver.v R ev. Manuel del R osario, R.T.L. 

To the Rt . Rev. ApostoliC Administrator of Davao: 

Vel'y R ev. Gilles Ouellet, P .:'II.E., I.C .D . 
Ve r~T Rev. Andre Pigeon , P .:H .E. . 

To the Rt. Rev. Apostolic Administrator of Infanta: 

Very Hev. Atanasio Danieletti, O.C.D. 
Very Rev. German Esselman , O.C.D. 

To the Rt. Rev. Apostolic Administrator of Ozamis: 

Very Rev . H enry Byrne, R.S.C. 
Very Rev. James Li lli s , S .. C. 

To the Rt . Rev. Prefect Apostolic of Pa lawan : 

Very ltev. Jose GUlTea , O.R.S.A. 
Very R,e\'. Federico 'l'erradillos, O.R. , .A, . 
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JOINT STATEMENT OF THE HIERARCHY .y. 

Having in mind what we have said in our joint Pastoral 
letter,.. issued at the close of the First Plenary Council, "This 
r enewal of spirit should manifest itself not only in a concern 
for one's individual salvation, but in the formation of an alert 
and vigorous social conscience. .. whereby the individual real­
izes that his true interests cannot be separated f rom those of 
the community ,and that he has a r eal and grave obligation to 
promote the well-being of society", we wish to state that we 
have been greatly impressed, and we wish to commend the 
militant spirit of the different entities of Catholic Action of 
the Philippines in the defense of the Constitutional rights of 
our citizens concerning optional religious instruction in public 
schools. 

We, therefore, wish the members of Catholic Action of the 
Philippines to knm\" that the Hierarchy as a body give its full 
and hearty support and encouragement to whatever sane and 
constructive efforts they may make to defend the Constitutional 
rights of our Catholic parents in regard to the moral and 
religious education of their children 'who attend public schools. 

January 29, 1953. 

(Signed) RUFINO J . SANTOS, D.D. 
Chairman, Administmtive Council 

CATHOLIC WELFARE 
ORGANIZATION 

(Comu.nicado por Catholic Press, BU?'ect~t ) 

• ~'lembers DC the Catho li c Hic ,'archy in the P hilippines issued this joi nt s tateme nt 
comme nding local o rg ani za tion s a nd units of Catholi c Action fo." the ir defense of the 
constitutiona l r ig hts of school c hild l'en concerning option al l"eligious instruc tion in p ubli c 
schoo l ~. . 

The statemen t w as issued followin g the Sentinel expose' on the organi zed maso ni e 
o ppos it ion to reli gi ous instructio n in public schools headed by SecretRI"Y of Education 
Ceci lio Puto ng. Publi c Schools Di rector Benito P an g iJinAn . Hnd Assista nt D i"eetor Ve na ncio 
TJ·inidad . 

The tht'ee lop educntion offichds . as revea led in a docume nt o f th e loec.tI Grand Lodge 
of Free and Accel>te<i Maso ns, aI'e me,mbers of its "Special Commi ttee fol' the E lim ination 
of R eligi ous I nst ruction in Publi c Schools" headed by Ma u ro B a rad i. 

The docume n t recomme nds that "on p roper occasions a nd i f a nd whe n the ci rcums­
ta nces wa rl'an t' -. the Maso ns ' specia l eommittee membe.'s "must s how the dangers a nd 
adve rse effects DC t'e li g io us in structio n in publi c schools". 
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JOINT PASTORAL OF THE CATHOLIC HIERARCHY OF THE 
PHILIPPINES ON RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 

IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

There has recently been brought to Our attention evidence of the 
most serious kind that the Secretary of Education, Mr. Cecilio Putong, 
the Dil'ector of Public Schools, Ml'. Benito Pangilinan, and the Assistant 
Director of Public Schools, MI'. Venancio Trinidad, have been, since 1949, 
members of a secret Committee for the Elimination of Religious Ins­
truction in Public Schools, organized by the Grand Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons of the Philippine Islands. This is not the first time 
that We have noted in certain public officials what seems to be a de­
liberate policy to neglect, and even to obstruct, the constitutional guarantee 
that "optional religious instruction shall be maintained in public schools 
as now authorized by law" (Article X I V, Section 5). For this reason 
We indicated to the members of Catholic Action, in Our last joint pastoral 
letter, that "the Hierarchy as a body gives its full and hearty support to 
whatever sane and constructive efforts they may make to defend th e 
constitutional rights of our Catholic parents in regard to the moral and 
religious education of their children who attend public schools" (Joint 
Pastoral Letter of J anual'Y 29, 1953). 

THE FACTS 

Among these "sane and constructive efforts" were the l'esolutions 
recently passed by sevel'al Catholic Action organizations l'espectfully 
requesting the Executive Bl'anch of our Government to inquire into the 
accuracy of the report regarding the existence, membership and activities . 
of the said Masonic Committee for the Elimination of Relig ious Instruc­
tion in Public Schools. 

Unfortunately, no cognizance was taken of this reasonable petition. 
On the contrary, it was on this precise occasion that the public press 
announced the possible promotion of Mr. Pangilinan to the post of Undel'­
secretary of Education, a post that had been kept vacant fOl' over a year. 
As soon as this news came to the knowledge of the Chairman of Our 
Episcopal Commission on Education and Religious Instruction, the Most 
Rev. Mariano Madriaga, D.D., Bishop of Lingayen, wrote a letter to His 
Excellency the President which had Our complete approval. In this 
letter, Bishop Madriaga represented with all due respect that the Pl'oposed 
appointment could, and almost certainly would be interpreted as a de­
li.berate refusal to take into consideration "the legitimate views and 
desires of the Catholic people of the Philippines." We may add that 
not Catholics alone, but all Filipino citizens regardless of their re­
ligious affiliation shoul.d have an e(jual interest in assuring themselves 
that the educational policy of this country is administered by persons of 
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pl'oved loyalty to our Constitution and laws. All Filipino citizens have 
an equal right to demand that public officials who seem to have no 
scruples about entering into secret agreements to render a constitutional 
provision ineffective while outwardly paying lip-service to it be at once 
reHlOved from positions of public trust. 

We regret to inform you that although this letter, accompanied by 
the documentary evidence published by The S entinel (the official Ca­
tholic organ) was personally delivered to, and was read by His Excellency 
the President as early as February 11, no official reply has so far 
been received. On the contrary, the appointment of Mr. Pangilinan to 
the post of Undersecretary of Education ,vas actually made. 

THE ISSUE 

Holy Scripture says that there is "a time to keep silence, and a 
time to speak" (Eccles. iii, 7). 

On several occasions in the past We have received complaints from 
focal pastor s and catechists regarding the lack of cooperation and down­
right hostility ,vith which many public schools officials have met their 
efforts to provide religious instruction for the children of parents who 
have asked for it. We would have been fully justified in protesting such 
obstructionism, but we held our peace. Now, however, we are con­
fronted with a situation in which the influence on the country's educa­
tional system of cer tain highly-placed officials, and, through them, of a 
secret society noted for its implacable ha tred of the Catholic Faith, 
threatens to render completely inoperative-to eliminate-(£ God-given 
right guaranteed by our Constitution; the right, namely, of all parents 
t'o have their children instructed in the religion of thei r choice. Silence 
in the face of such a threat would be a grave dereliction of duty. We 
have kept silent long enough. It is time to speak. 

DIRECTIVES FOR CATHOLIC ACTION 

Many of you, individually as well as in your capacity as officers, 
advisers or members of Catholic Action organizations, have asked Us to 
indicate how you can best contribute to the settlement of the grave 
question raised by these events, Aftel' giving the matter due considera­
tion, and having sought the divine assistance in earnest prayer, We 
think it pr oper to make the following suggestions for your guidance. 

1]1 the first place, let there be no misunderstanding as to the precise 
point at issue. We Catholics seek no special privileges for ourselves or 
for our children in this matter of religiolls instruction. We merely 
wish to ensure that the optional religious instruction now authorized 
by law should be sincerely, seriously and effectively promoted, without 
evasion or mental reservation, by the officials entrusted with the ad-
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ministration of public schools. This is our right, not as Catholics but 
as citizens; a right which is shared equally by all the par ents of this 
Republic, no matter what their religious pel'suasion may be. 

Secondly, We do not consider mere protestations of loyalty to the 
Constitution, nor mere plans for the implementation of its provisions­
plans hastily assembled for propaganda purposes, without existence in 
reality-to be sufficient proof of fitness for administrative office in the 
vital field of education. We must examine not words, not plans, but 
facts. The documentary evidence of the membership of the three highest 
officials of our ed ucational system in a secret Committee for the Elimina­
tion of Religious Instruction in Public Schools is a fact. Let that fact, 
then, be examined; let its implications be studied; let its consequences be 
weighed. Let us not be drawn away from that fact by fine words 
and red herring. A basic right of all citizens has been placed in jeo­
pardy; let no personal or party considerations stand in the way of its 
defense. 

Thirdly, because our object is to safeguard a civic right, it follows 
that we may use all the means whereby the citizens of a democracy, 
in whom the basic power of the state resides, seek to impress their will 
upon their government. You will, therefore, be perfectly justif ied in 
taking up this matter, both individually and as organizations, with 
your elected representatives in Congress. You may, if you think it pro­
per, propose that a Congressional inquiry be made into the implementa­
tion of the laws regarding religious instruction by the three officials 
mentioned above, pending the results of which investigation the con­
firmation of Mr. Pangilinan's appointment should be suspended. 

We must caution you, however, to keep this civic campaign clear of 
partisan politics. The enemies of religious instruction will doubtless seek 
to confuse the issue by involving it in extraneous, purely poli tical con­
siderations. Indeed, they have already begun to do so. You must not 
allow yourselves or the Church to be drawn into such controversies. 
The cause you serve is above a ll party questions and conflicts, for it 
concerns a basic right; a right, therefore, which all the citizens of this 
Republic, irrespective of party affiliations, can and should unite to 
mai11tain. 

WHAT IS AT STAKE 

We can think of no work more pleasing to God or more vital to 
the welfare and safety of our country than this campaign. We see all 
around us today the deplorable consequences of excluding religion from 
the national life in the name of a false liberalism, and of attempting 
to inculcate morality and civic efficiency in the youth to the exclusion of 
religious principle: the alarming increase of crime and juvenile delin­
quency, the sinful misuse of wealth, the opression of the weak by the 
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strong, and, working behind all these fatal weaknesses, exploiting them 
with preternatural cunn ing, the evil gen ius of atheistic Communism. 

The illustrious framers of our organic law provided us with a strong 
bulwark against these destructive forces when they passed the cons­
titutional provision regarding rel igious instruction in p ublic schools. 
Our task is to see to it that this bulwal'k is not sapped and undermilled 
by a few highly-placed officials who deny in secret what they publicly 
swear to uphold, and whose loyalty is devided between a Constitution 
that guarantees religious instruction in public schools, and an associa­
tion that seeks to el iminate it altogether. Against such . unpublicized but 
powerful pressure groups, the citizens of this country have both the 
right and the duty to defend themselves and their children. 

SUMMARY 

This, then, is the task before you. You are acting in this contro­
versy not to obtain any special consessions for your Faith but to safe­
guard an essential right of all citizens of every faith. Religious principle 
and civic duty, not partisan passion and politics, must motivate and 
direct your adion; and the means you employ must be those, and those 
only, which are conformable to our democratic way of life. Your ob­
jectives are defini te, reasonable al)d just: first, an open, free and search­
ing inquiry by the proper author ities not only into the public statements 
and denials, but into the deeds, the private commitments and th e day-to­
day administration of the officials at the head of our educational system; 
and second, the provision of practical and permanent safeguards to ensure 
full implementation of our laws regarding religious instruction in public 
schools. 

As an ear nest of Our complete confidence in you and your leaders 
in Catholic Action, We impart to you and to them Our joint episcopal 
benediction. 

Ash Wednesday, February 18, 1953, Manila, Philippines. 

Julio Rosales, D.O. 
AJ~(;hbishop of Cebn 

James T. G. Hayes, S.J. , D.O. 
Archbishop of Cagayan 

Santiago C. Sancho, D. O. 
Archbishop of Nueva :-;egovia 

Pe.dro P. Santos, D.O. 
Archbishop of Nueya Caceres 

Jose Ma. Cuenco , D.O . 
Archbishop of J aro 

Cesar Ma. Guerrero, D. O. Lu is del Rosario , S.J. , D.O. 
Bishop of . an F ernando Bi hop of Zamboanga . 



Manuel M. Mascarinas, D.O. 
Bishop of 'Iagbilaran 

Mariano Madriaga , D. O. 
Bishop of Lingayen 

Alfredo Obviar, D.O . 
Apostolic Administ rator of Lucena 

Rufino J . Santos, D.O. 
Apost. Administrator of Manila 

and Lipa 

Alejandro Olal ia , D. O. 
Bishop of Tuguegarao 

Manuel Yap, D.O. 
Bishop of Bacolod 

Peregrin de la Fuente, O.P., D. O. 
Prelat Nulliu s of Batanes-Babuyan 

Lino Gonzaga, D.O . 
Bishop of P alo 

Flaviano Ariola, D.O. 
Bishop of Legaspi 

Msgr. Clovis Thibault, P. M.E. 
Apostolic Admini strator of Davao 

Msgr. Patrick Cronin, S.S.C. 
Apostolic Adiministrator of Ozamis 
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Miguel Acebedo, D.O. 
Bishop of Calbayog 

John C. Vrakking, M.S.C., D.O. 
Bishop of Surigao 

J·uan C. Sison, D.O. 
Auxiliary Bishop of Jueva • egovia 

William Brasser, C.I.C.M., D.O. 
Vicar Apostolic of Mt. Province 

Vicente P. Reyes , D.O. 
Titular Bishop of Aspona 

Gerard Mongeau, O.M.I., D.O. 
Prelate Nulliu of Cotabato and Sulu 

William Duschak, S.V.D., D .O. 
Vicar Apostolic of Calapan 

Antonio Frondosa, D.O. 
Bishop of Capiz 

Teopisto Alberto , D.O. 
Bishop of Sorsogon 

Msgr. Patrick Shanley, O.D.C . 
Apostolic Administrator of In fa nta 

Msgr. Leandro B. Nieto, O.R.S.A. 
Prefect Apostolic of Palawall 

Sill . ·3 
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SU EXCIA. RVMA. MONS. RUF INO J. SANTOS, D.O. 

NOMBRADO ARZOBISPO DE MANILA 

Segun un comunicado de la Nunciatura Apost6lica en Fili­
pinas, transmitido porIa D.Z.S.T. el 18 miercoles por la noche, 
Su Santidad Pio XII, se ha dignado nombrar a Su EXCIA. 
MONS. RUFINO J. SANTOS D.D. ARZOBISPO DE MANILA. 

EL BOLETfN ECLESIASTICO al mismo tiempo que agra-
. dece a Su Santidad la solicitud y el cuidado que tiene de los 

intereses de la Iglesia en Filipinas proveyendola de dignos pas­
tores, manifiesta tam bien su alegria y felicita a Su Excia. 
Monsenor Rufino J. Santos por haber sido escogido para tan 
elevado cargo, como es el ser arzobispo de la arquidi6cesis de 
Manila, y hace votos para que el gobierno de Su Excelencia 
sea, como todos esperamos, para la mayor gloria de la iglesia 
filipina. Ad multos annos. 

EL BOLETfN ECLESIASTICO se pone desde ahora a las 
6rdenes que Su Excia, tenga a bien comunicarlc, para el servicio 
de la Iglesia en Filipinas en general y de la Arquidi6cesis de 
Manila en particular. 

Esperamos poder comunicar a nuestros lectores en el pr6-
ximo numero las ceremonias del gia de toma de posesi6n y de 
intronizaci6n que se determinanin despues de que se reciban 
las letras de nombramiento hecho por la Sta. Sede. 

Prelado "Nullius" de Infanta.-Segun noticia que nos Uega 
del Catholic Press Bureau, Mons. Patrick Shanley, O.C.D., Ad­
ministrador Apost6lico de Infanta, ha sido nombrado Pre!ado 
"Nullius" de Infanta y Obispo titular de Sophene. En el 
numero pr6ximo daremos a conocer a los lectores la personali­
dad del nuevo Prelado. Mas reciba ya ahora Mons. Shanley 
nuestra mas sincera enhorabuena. 

LA DIRECCION 



PARTE DOCTRINAL 
LA NUEVA DISCIPLINA DEL AYUNO EUCARiSTICO 

La Constitucion Apostolica "Christus Dominus" y la corres­
pondiente Instruccion del Sto. Oficio, aunque datadas el 6 de 
enero y publicadas en L'Osservatore Romano del 11, no han 
sido promulgadas oficialmente en Acta Apostolicae Sedis sino a 
primeros de febrero, perO con fecha 16 de enero, en que, por 
expresa disposicion de Su Santidad, entraron en vigor. 

CONCESI6N UNIVERSAL 

10. El agua natural (sin adiccion 0 mezcla) no rompe ya 
el ayuno eucaristico. Puede tomarse una 0 mas veees, en cual­
quier cantidad y en cualquier tiempo anterior a la com union 0 
celebracion de la misa. 

CONCESIONES ESPECIALES 

A ) F uera de las misas vespertinas 

a) pam la comuni6n 

2. Los enfermos, aunque no guard en cama, si por su en­
fermedad no pueden, sin incomodidad verdadera, aguardar en 
ayunas la hora de la comunion, pueden tomar, aunque no sin 
previo consejo del confesorl, liquidos no alcoholicos y medicinas 
solidas2 , y pueden tomarlo en cualquier tiempo anterior a la 
comunion. 

30. Los no enfermos, si por cualquier grave incomodidad 
no pueden guardar el ayuno eucaristico, pueden tomar, no sin 
previo consejo del confesor, como en el numero anterior, liquidos 
no alcoholicos hasta una hora antes de la comunion. De esta 
incomodidad grave se sefialan taxativamente tres fuentes: 
i) el trabajo enervante, anterior a la com union : tal el de los 
empleados en oficinas, trasportes, trabaj os del puerto u otros 
servicios publicos en que suceden POI' turnos de dia y de noche; 
los que, por oficio 0 caridad, pasan la noche en vela, como los 
enfermeros, personal de los hospitales, guardias nocturnos, etc.; 
las mujeres encintas, las madres de familia que deben dedicar 
mucho tiempo a las faenas domesticas. 

1 Este consejo, que precisa a los fieles (no a los sacerdotes) para 
comulgar en este y el siguiente caso sin estar en ayunas, puede darse en 
el foro interno ext rasacramental; y basta se de una vez para mientras 
subsista la causa que 10 justifica. 

2 Se entiende por medicina la recetada por el medico y la estimada 
comunmente tal. No puede decirse medicina cuanto se tom a para nutrirse. 
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ii) la hora tardia de la comumon, v. gr. cuando los fieles 
tienen que esperar mucho la llegada del sacerdote celebrante; 
cuando a los nifios resulta muy pesado ir primero a la iglesia, 
volver luego a: casa, ir despues a la escuela, etc. 

iii) el largo camino que los separa de la iglesia, es decir 
un camino de no menos de unos dos kil6metros si lo hacen a 
pie, 0 proporcionalmente mas largo segun los medios de tras­
porte, dificultad del recorrido, condiciones de la persona. 

b) pam la eelebraei6n 

40. Los saee1'dotes que die en una sola misa: i) si enfer­
mos, entran de Heno en el caso 20. 

ii) si no enfermos, en el 30., pero aqui se espeficica la 
hora tardia de la misa, despues de las nueve, y el trabajo- ener­
vante, trabaj 0 de ministerio. En ninguno de los casos precisa 
el consejo del confesor . 

50. Los saee'rdotes que dieen varias misas : sobre los pri­
vilegios del numero anterior, tienen el de poder tomar las 
abluciones con agua sola en la primera 0 primeras misas (a no 
decirlas sin interrupci6n, como generalmente en N avidad y 
Dia de Animas, porque entonces deben observar las rubricas). 
Se les concede, ademas, que puedan celebrar la segunda o· ter­
cera misa si, por inadvertencia, hubieren tornado en la pre­
cedente las dichas abluciones con vino. 

B) En las misas vespertinas 

Se concede a los Ordinarios locales que puedan autorizar 
estas misas, pero no antes de las cuatro de la tarde, para cierta 
categoria de fieles 0 con ocasi6n de ciertas reuniones. 

Se confirma la ley del C6digo que prohibe a los fieles 
comulgar mas de una vez en un mismo dia y a los sacerdotes 
celebrar en un mismo dia mas de una misa, a no tener licencia 
para binar 0 trinar. 

60. Se otorga a los fieles que eomulgan en estas misas, 0 

inmediatamente antes 0 inmediatamente despues, y a los saeer­
dotes que las eelebran, puedan: i) hasta tres horas antes de la 
comuni6n 0 del principio de la misa, respectivamente, comer y, 
mientras comen, beber (pOl' supuesto, con moderaci6n) las be­
bidas aun alcoh6licas que suelen tomarse en las comidas, pero 
exceptuando los licores; y. 
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ii) anterior3 y posteriormente a la comida del mediodia, 
hasta una hora antes de la comunion 0 del principio de la misa, 
tomar bebidas sin alcohol. 

P. LUMBRERAS, O.P. 

3 El texto de la Instruccion publicado en L'Osservato7'e Romano ha 
sido mejorado en Acta Apostolicae Sedis, * 10 que se prohibe antes de la 
comida del mediodia son las bebidas alcoholicas; en ningun modo el 
desayuno solido. 

* El texto de Acta Apostolicae Sedis dice asi: 13. Sacel'dotes, qui pome­
ridianis horis Missam celebrant, itemque fideles qui in eadem sacram com­
munionem recipiunt, possunt inter 7'efectionem, perl11issam usque ad tres 
hOl'as ante Missae vel communionis initium, sumere congrua moderatione 
alcoholicas quoque potiones inter mensam suetas (v. gr. vinum, cerevisiam, 
etc.), exclusis quidel11 liquoribus. Quoad potus autem, quos sumere possunt 
ante vel post dictam l'efectionem, usque ad unam horam ante Missam vel 
communionel11, excluditur omne alcoholicorum genus. 

REGULATIONS CONCERNING THE EUCHARISTIC FAST 
ACCORDING TO DECREE OF PIUS XII 

Effective Jan. 16, 1953 

1. Drinking plain water at any ' time or in any quantity no 
longer pertains to the Eucharistic Fast. 

2. PIUS XII desires that all observe diligently all the other 
regulations concerning the Eucharistic Fast. The follow­
ing privileges are only for those who need them and fulfill 
the conditions carefully laid down by the Holy See. These 
privileges never allow anyone who is to receive Communion 
in the morning, to eat food after midnight. 

3. Sick people, even though they are not so sick as to be con­
fined to bed who because of their sickness would find i-c 
every difficult to fast until Communion time, AFTER 
OBTAINING PERMISSION, either from a priest in con­
fession, or outside of confession from a priest who has the 
power to hear their confession, may: 

a. Drink some liquid (except alcoholic beverage such as 
beer or wine) OR 
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b. Take some medicine, either liquid (excluding alcoholic 
beverages ( or solid, provided it is medicine prescribed 
by a doctor or something that is ordinarily considered 
medicine. (But not a solid that is taken as nourish­
ment.) 

c. This liquid or medicine, PERMITTED BY THE 
PRIEST, may be taken at any time before receiving 
Holy Communion. 

4. People who are not sick but who come under one of the 
three classes listed in number 5 below, AFTER OBTAIN­
ING PERMISSION FROM A PRIEST in confession or out­
side confession from a priest who has the power to hear 
their confession; 

a. May drink some liquid (excluding alcoholic beverages) ; 
MAY NOT take oolids. 

b. However there must be the space of an hour at least 
between drinking this liquid and receiving Holy Com­
munion. 

5. The three classes of people to whom number 4 above applies 
are the following WHEN THERE WOULD BE A SER­
IOUS INCONVENIENCE IN OBSERVING THE OR-
DINARY FAST: . 

A. People who before receiving Holy Communion must 
engage in work which drains their energies. ONLY 
THE FOLLOWING ARE CONSIDERED. 

a. Those who work in successive day and night shifts 
in factories, on the docks, in transportation on land 
or sea OR in other Public Utility services. 

b. Those whom duty or charity keep up all night, e.g. 
nurses, night watchmen etc. 

c. Pregnant women. 

d. Mothers of families who before going to Church 
must spend a long time in household duties. 

B. People who can receive Holy Communion ONLY at a 
late hour; namely: 
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a. Those in places where the ooZy Mass celebrated is 
said at a late hour. 

b. School children for whom it would be difficult to 
go to church, receive Holy Communion, and then 
return home to take their breakfast, before going 
to school, etc. 

C. People who must take a long journey before reaching 
church. Such a journey would be: 

1. Walking two kilometers to church; 

2. Riding to church if the journey is proportiontely 
longer than two kilometers and difficult either be­
caus'e of the means of transportation used or 
because of the journey itself or because of the 
person making the trip. 

6. If a Bishop of a diocese permits a Mass to be celebrated 
in the afternoon, i.e. after 4 p.m. the following regulations 
must be observed concerning the Eucharistic Fast: 

a. Any Catholic may attend the Mass and receive 
Holy Communion, provided he or she has not re­
ceived Holy Communion on that day at any other 
time. If it is a Sunday or holyday of obligation, 
the obligation of hearing Mass on that day is ful­
filled by attending the afternoon Mass. 

b. A person who wishes to receive Holy Communion 
at this Mass, must abstain from SOLID FOOD 
and ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES for three hours 
before the beginning of the Mass. 

c. A person who wishes to receive Holy Communion 
at this Mass must also abstain from liquids (not 
water) for one hour before. 

d. In the meal taken before the three hours limit 
wine or beer may be taken in moderation, but 
NO LIQUOR may be taken before, during, or after 

. this meal. 
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THE IMMEDIATE AIM OF CATHOLIC ACTION 

FIRST THINGS FIRST 

It may come as a surprise when I say that the first and 
immediate aim of Catholic Action is not the establishing of 
Catechetical instruction centers and the teaching of religion to 
the children of the public schools, nor the instruction of adults 
ignorant of their religious duties. Although these apostolic la­
bors are "must", they are not "first". Catholic Action i;:; pri­
marily a formative and educative action, and the first and imme­
diate aim, therefore, is the formation and the training of the 
Catholic Actionists themselves. That is the reason why Pope 
Pius XI, in writing to the directors of Catholic Action in Rome, 
said: "In order to make the laity share in an apostolate such 
as that of the hierarchy, an apostolate, divinely, instituted and 
proceeding straight from the hands and heart of Jesus Christ, 
we must fi1'st form the apostles, the co-workers and participa­
tors of His divine mission".l That is also the reason why the 
Philippine Hierarchy, through the Bishops all over the Islands 
has organized catechE'tical institutions for the training of cate­
chists and religious teachers in the schools. That is the reason, 
likewise, why the Bishops contributed to the Agricultural Con­
ferences for priests at Los Banos College, Laguna, May 1 to 
May 14, 1952. 

The first and foremost aim of Catholic Action is the form~­
tion of its members, for the priest himself cannot work effi­
ciently for the sanctification of souls, unless he be previously 
well trained for this duty and he himself be saintly, for no one 
can give what he does not have. 

Since Catholic Action is the cooperation of the laity in the 
apostolate of the Hierarchy, it is imperative that its members 
be carefully formed, and that they be efficient, appropriate in­
strument-hence good Christians.2 

A moment of reflexion will suffice to realize that mere 
external organization, unless supported and staffed by adequate­
ly trained members, is like a house built on the sand, like a 
structure without foundations. 

The Catholic Actionist must first be trained before he can 

1 Pius XI to the directors of Catholic Action of Rome, April 19, 1931. 
2 Cfr. Speech of Pope Pius XI to a group of Argentinian priests on 

March 6, 1930. 
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enter upon his mISSIon, and this training - religious, moral, 
apostolic and social - must be as thorough as possible. , 

In this article I will limit myself to the consideration of 
the religious and moral training of the Catholic Actionist. 

Since the. official apostolate of Catholic Action is to make 
Christ reign in the souls of men, it is evident that this apostolate 
should be as perfect as possible an imitation of the Apostolate 
of Christ, He who is the Head and Model of all apostles and 
missionaries. 

Like Christ, the apostolate of Catholic Action must be com­
posed of two essential elements: self-sac1-ifice and action. The 
proportion? Christ spent thirty of his thirty-three years on 
earth in preparation - only three in action. 

The apostle must be saintly - he must sanctify himself, 
that he may sanctify others. Christ prayed for His disciples 
after the Last Supper, He entrusted them to His Heavenly Fa­
ther: "Sanctify them in truth . . . and for them I sanctify 
(sacrifice) Myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth" 
(Jo. XVIII, 17-19). 'Our Lord showed us the value of sacrifice 
in the work of saving souls when He offered Himself on Calvary. 
He told us that "unless the grain of wheat fall into the ground 
and die, it remains alone. But if it die, it bringeth forth much 
fruit" .... And He added: "And I .... if I be lifted up from 
the earth (on the cross), I will draw all things, to Myself". (Jo. 
XII, 24-25; 32). 

"We Catholics", wrote Blessed Contardo Ferrini, "who 
through no merit of our own but by God's special mercy, ha<!e 
received knowledge of the principles of faith, should labor for 
the spread of His Kingdom . . . . offering for our brethren 
lives well-lived (well spent) in reparation for the torrents of evi l 
tnat flood our world. What a blessed apostolate a good life is, 
more beautiful than the apostolate of preaching, inferior only 
to the apostolate of prayer !"3 

Pope Pius XI, in his encyclical "Rerum Omnium" for the 
three-hundred centenary of St. Francis de Sales, on January 26. 
1923, exhorted the clergy to spare no pains to make the faithful 
understand thoroughly that sanctity of life is not the privilege 
of the few - of religious and priests to the exclusion of the rest 
-but that all are called to it - men and women, husbands and 
wives - and that all have the obligation to strive for it. How 

3 Blessed Contardo Ferrini died a lay-professor of law at the Uni­
versity of Milan (Italy) . 
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much greater, then, is the obligation for those who, "by special 
grace from God, are called and chosen for a work similar to that 
of the priest"4, the Catholic Actionist? ' 

Pope Pius XI, in an audience at the Vatican to hundreds of 
Catholic working girls who spend their days in the factories of 
Belgium, did not think it out of place to exhort them to sanctify. 
He said to them:"Your first duty, my dear ladies, is to sanctify 
yourselves, to seek before all things else your own sanctification, 
your personal intimate sanctification, the sanctification of your 
own individual souls. .. In each one of you. .. your own soul. 
This means that you must strive to be intimately united, to have 
intimate relations with the divine King, whose apostles, whose 
missionaries, whose militants and conquerors you are. - Those 
intimate relations with Him are the great secret of your own 
souls, they are the source, the strength, and the vitality of all 
your activity, and in your case, especially of your spiritual, su­
pernatural activity." One would hardly have expected such word 
to young laborers, members of Catholic Action, from the lips of 
the modern Pope Pius XI, the busy Pope, who never had a mo­
ment of leisure. 

It is obvious, then, and manifest to all members of Cathoiic 
Action, that personal holiness is the first duty towards souls 
and towards the Church of Christ. 

The moral formation of the Catholic Actionist is not less 
necessary and less important than his religious formation. The 
militant Catholic Actionist must observe God's law completeiy, 
entirely. He cannot tear out a few pages from the Gospel -
those on chastity, on modesty or on the love of our enemies for 
instance, - neither can he do away with any of the precepts 
of the Church. Besides being faithful to the fundamental obli­
gations, he is bound to practice a fearless generosity tempered 
by prudent self-control and self-discipline - he has to live a 
life of righteousness and virtue. He has to practice patiencfi, 
kirndness and real sympathy with his neighbor in all his trials 
and difficulties - that is the condition for a successful aposto­
late. "Serve with a smile" should be the slogan of every Catholic 
Actionist. Serve cheerfully and joyfully. But such cheerful 
service demands continual conquest of self, the forgetting of 
self to think of others; it means overcoming aversions, dislikes 
antipathies; it means forcing oneself to cheerfulness and good 
humor, especially wh~n there is question of serving' those of a 

4 Pius XI to the Archbishop of Maline." August 15, 1928, 
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social condition lower than his own; it means that he should 
never allow others to feel his superiority. 

1. Such eminent practice of Christian charity presupposes. 
for all members of Catholic Action regular confession - the 
sacrament par excellence of Christian self-contro-for instance, 
twice a month; and frequent Holy Communion - at least on 
Sundays and High F easts of the Church. Outstanding examples 
in the Philippines have been Don Cayetano Arellano and Don 
Norberto Romualdez-they were both daily communicants, both 
great workers, yet both humble and unassuming. 

2. The Militant Catholic Actionist should not pass a single 
day without spending some time in recollection before God. The 
habit of constraining himself to devote a particular time - for 
example ten minutes or a quarter of an hour everyday - to 
mental prayer, or intimate intercourse with Our Lord, will en­
gender the habit of spontaneous prayer. A militant will, in this 
way, learn to pray when he is called upon to take some impor­
tant action regarding his neighbor. 

Anything that draws a militant away from contemplation 
draws him away from true apostolic power. Since the apostolate 
is the association of man with His Creator in dispensing of the 

. supernatural life, the apostle must be an instrument united with 
God. The most influential souls are the most saintly souls, as 
Jesus Himself insinuates: He who abicles in Me and I in hino, 
he bears much fruit". (Jo. XV, 3). 

"Meditation", says Blessed Contardo Ferrini, "is a necessity 
for all who would love God. Without it the soul will soon lose 
its piety and have little relish for things sacred." -- "It is a 
deplorable fact," continued Hieronymus Jaegen,5 that so few 
Catholics living in the world devote themselves to meditation. 
And yet they fritter .'lway many precious hours with a thousand 
useless things. If they would learn to meditate, they would soon 
experience how wonderfully adapted it is to strengthen us in 
our resolutions, and to enable us to progress vigorously in the 
path of virtues and perfection. The main reason why meditation 
is so much neglected is indolence, no doubt, and the fear of being 
alone with God and oneself. We are afraid to see how bad we· 
are and how good we ought to be". 

3. However, to insure the lasting fruit of his morning medi-

5 Hieronymus Jaegen, born at Treves (Germany) in 1841, where, 
he died in 1902, a pious layman who was at various periods of his life­
'l mechanical engineer, an accountant, a soldier, a political-office holder, 
and banker. 
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tation, the militant Catholic Actionist should have recourse to 
yet another spiritual exercise. He should be faithful to a Sh01·t 
examimation of conscience twice a day - about midday and at 
night before retiring. As the knowledge of mechanics and prac­
tical training are indispensable to the chauffeur in order to con­
trol his car and to avoid woeful accidents, so are the knowledge 
of ourselves and regular daily training necessary to control our 
lives. This knowledge of self and this training we acquire from 
frequent intercourse with our Lord and a diligent daily scruti­
nizing of our conscience. 

In conclusion, I repeat, that the first and foremost aim of 
Catholic Action is the formation and training of its members. 
This spiritual and moral formation here outlined shall not be 
realized unless the Catholic Actionists be guided, either indivi­
dually in the Confessional or in small groups, by an able and 
fervent p1"iest. If th0 priest in charge of the Action Group is 
not a man of action and of prayer, a man of God and "the mas­
ter of his soul",G the Catholic Action group in his care will be 
like a blighted ear of corn, if not completely sterile. "In each 
diocese," wrote Pope Pius XI, "Catholic Action will be vigorous 
or weak, productive or sterile, just as the bishop and the clergy 
shall will it to be". (Letter to the Episcopate of the Philippines, 
January 18, 1939). 

G. VROMANT, C.I.C.M. 

6 Characteristic of Don Norberto Romualdez according to President 
M. L. Quezon. 
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TOLERANCIA E INTOLERANCIA DE LA IGLESIA 

La celebraci6n del Primer Concilio Plena rio, no podia pasar desa­
percibida a la prensa local. Aunque no con la extensi6n que se mere­
cia, y como pareda exigirlo la mayoria de los lectores que sostienen esa 
prensa, que en otras ocasiones se dice y se pregona, son cat61icos, no han 
faltado notas discordantes. Tanto el "Evening News" como el "Manila 
Daily Bulletin" se permitieron hacer alusiones a la intolerancia de ciertos 
cat61icos. Para el primero 10 que podia hacer el Concilio era examinar 
la conducta intolerante de algunos de sus miembros catolicos contra otras 
grupos religiosos opuestos (.Evening ews Pan . 7 pagina 8). El segundo, 
2dmitiendo que los cat61icos en Filipinas son el 90 %, lamenta con el 
peri6dico mcncionado, que se produzcan esas manifestaciones no ami­
gables, aun mas, .intolerantes con respecto a orras minorias religiosas. 
(Manila Daily Bulletin 9 de Enero ) . El distinguir la intolerancia de 
algunos de los catolicos y no atribuirlo a intolerancia de la misma Iglesia 
ya es un adelanto, pues no estan muy lejos los tiempos y aun hay per­
sonas que siguen llamando a la Iglesia intolerante, etc. 

Como a pesar de esas distinciones n{) faltan personas que puedan 
caer en error sobre la tolerancia 0 la intolerancia en la Iglesia Catolica, 
vamos a exponer, segun nos sea posible, como entiende la Iglesia Cato­
lica la tolerancia y la intolerancia. 

LO ~UE ES LA TOLERANCIA .-
Tolerancia es algo entre aprobacion y desaprobaci6n . Sin embargo 

es a la desaprobaci6n a la que mas se parece. Aprobamos 10 bueno y 
desaprobamos y toleramos 10 malo. adie dice que tolera el bien. 
Ademas, se considera como desaprobaci6n en el terreno especulativo, un 
mal que ' en la practica se permite. Desaprobamos siempre 10 malo en 
nosotros y en los demas y tratamos de evitarlo en nosotros, pero algunos 
veces sobre todo por 10 que respecta a los demas 10 dejamos estar, no 
estorbamos que se haga, 10 permitimos. -

ALGUNOS PRINCIPIOS DE ESA TOLERANCIA 

lEn que fundamos esa pnictica de la tolerancia? Sin querer enume­
rar todos los principios, solamente indicamos estos tres: 10. Nuestro 
juicio, manera · de ver, puede ser erroneo; no somos infa1ibles. 20. Hay 
cosas en que a nosotros nada nos va ni nos viene; que estos obren de 
esta 0 de la otra manera, nos debe tener sin cuidado. La caridad pod ria 
2 veces pedir que intervinieramos, pero en la mayoria de los casos y tra­
tandose de negocios propios de cada individuo, si no se nos pide esa ayuda, 
mas atlTI si se rechaza, no hay por que nos entrometamos en sus asuntos. 
30. La prudencia no aprueba nunea 1a practica de a1gun mal por pequeno 
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que sea, pero deja estar 0 permite a veces un mal para obtener algun bien 
mayor 0 mas necesario. En esto no hacemos mas quc imitar la practica 
de Dios mismo, que tolera 0 permite el mal para conservar el bien y aun 
para hacer 0 sacar bienes de los males. 

Tolerar por otra parte no significa aprobar. Estos principios no 
parece puedan ponerse en duda. 

APLICACIO A LA IGLESIA 

El primer principio no tiene aplicaci6n a la Iglesia, ala. Autoridad 
suprema de la Iglesia, en las cuestiones de fe y costumbres y aun prac­
ticamente en 10 que respecta a la disciplina. La Iglesia dirijida por eI 
Espiritu Santo, no puede errar, no puede equivocarse. Para los que con­
sideran a la Iglesia como una instituci6n meramente humana, como una 
de tantas instituciones, como uno de tantos grupos religiosos, esto podra 
parecer algo inaudito; pero nosotros los cat61icos confesamos que la Iglesia 
es una Instituci6n divina y que eI Papa es infalible. Sobre esto no po­
demos transigir; y por defender estas verda des han muerto muchisimos 
cat6licos. La Iglesia nunca ha hecho un secreto de esta doctrina. 

El segundo principio SI tiene aplicaci6n a la Iglesia, y esta 10 
ha puesto en practica. Fuera de 10 que respecta al dogma 0 la moral 
y a la disciplina eclesiastica, hay un sin numero de asuntos que Ie son 
extrafios. La forma de gobierno, el regimen interno de una naci6n, por 
confesi6n expresa de los Sumos PontIfices, son asuntos que pcrtenecen a 
la propia naci6n. La Sociedad civil es tambien una sociedad en su orden 
perfecta, completa. to unico que pide la Iglesia es que se guarde la 
justicia, se respeten las leyes eclesiasticas. Solo cuando esto no se observa, 
o cuando es preguntada por los mismos nacionales, es cuando la Iglesia hace 
oir su voz. 

En fin, el tercer principio es de aplicaci6n mucho mas frecuente. 
Debemos distinguir trcs maneras de comportarse la Iglesia. 

Primero, si se trata de una naci6n con minorfa cat6lica-y en esto 
caben muchos grados-Ia Iglesia solo pide se respete el derecho natural 
por los otros no cat61icos, y tolera respecto de los cat6licos muchas cosas 
que no son indiferentes 0 que aunque malas, 0 no tan buenas, sirven 
para mantener y aun acrecentar 10 bueno, el mayor bien. f O aprueba 
10 malo, 10 tolera, 10 deja estar, siempre dispuesta a hacerle desaparecer 
cuando haya oportunidad sin destruir el bien. 

Segundo , cuando una naci6n es completamente 0 casi completamente 
cat6lica, cuyos gobernantes son cat61icos 0 la 10 menos deben gobernar 
a una mayo ria que es cat61ica, la Iglesia exije que todos los principios 
cat6licos sean respetados . En los puramente civiles nunca se entromete. 
La justicia de esta manera de obrar es evidente. 0 somos cat6licos y 
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entonces hay que vivir como tales, 0 si no son cat61icos los que gobier­
nan deben al menos respetar la fe de los subordinados. Entiendo que 
se trata de subditos verdaderamente cat6Iicos. En cuanto a la minorla 
no ca t61ica, desde luego que esta no debe ser molestada y menos que 
se les fuerze a aceptar la religi6n cat61ica. Aun cuando a veces en las 
Historias se lean actos de intolerancia, es menester ir despacio en estas 
afirmaciones, muchas veces sin prueba 0 solo atribuibles a la autoridad 
civil. No nos referimos a los que habiendo' sido cat6licos apostataron 
y abandonaron la fe. Estos no par eso estin libres de someterse a las 
leyes eclesiasticas, segun 10 dice el canon 87. Si, aunque con el nombre 
de cat6licos, en la practica no. 10 s6n, entonces tenemos el tercer punto 
siguiente. 

Tercero. Una ,nacion ha dejado practicamente de ser catolica. Se 
trata 0 bien de personas que aunque recibieron el bautismo, no guardan 
ninguna practica religiosa. En este caso la Iglesia obra como el padre de 
familia cuyos hijos se han vuelto discolos, inobedientes. Es el caso de 
tolerar muchas cosas, no sea que el tiz6n que aun humea venga a apagarse. 
La Iglesia calla y ruega en silencio. Como su silencio puede muchas veces 
ser interpretado como una aprobaci6n, de vez en cuando levanta la voz 
para hacerse oir, aun sabiendo que su voz sera deso ida por muchos, pero 
es una protesta y tal vez algunos oigan esa voz de la madre que los llama. 
No se puede desaprobar esa actitud de la Iglesia y llamarla intolerante. 

LA TOLERANCIA DE LA IGLESIA Y LA TOLERANCIA 0 
INTOLERANCIA DE LOS INDIVIDUOS 

Bien esta que se distinga la Iglesia de sus individuos. Pero notemos 
que si hay algunos cat6licos fanaticos que no toleran cuanto vaya en con­
tra de su sentir y que crean que 10 que ellos piensan eso es 10 que la 
Iglesia ordena, tambien hay otros excesivamente tolerantes, para quienes 
todo es bueno, todas las religiones son verdaderas. Con tal de vivir en 
paz por todo pasan, dicen que todo es igual, parejo. La tolerancia en 
es tos se extiende aun aquello que no se puede tolerar, 0 aprueban 10 que 
solamente deberian tolerar. No es esa la tolerancia de la Iglesia. Con­
,dena el fanatismo de unos, como condena tambien la frialdad, la falta 
de animo de otros. 

ALGUNOS "ACTOS DE INTOLERANCIA" RECIENTES 
Nos referimos a 10 ocurrido en Sta . Barbara, Iloilo, ya la reciente 

condenaci6n de la Y.M.C.A. y la Y.W.C.A. por dos ~efiores Obispos. 
Sobre el primero, para dar un juicio-y deber de todo informador 

,cs no lanzar la noticia sin pruebas-, deberiamos tener antes una expo­
sici6n completa y objetiva de los hechos y saber quien empez6 primero. 
Porque la tolerancia sobre todo cuando afecta a individuos en concreto, 
tiene sus Hmites y si debe tolerar el juicio 0 la practica que creo erronea 
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en los otros, este silencio no debe autorizarles a otros a insultarme ami, 
deben ser ellos tambien tolerantes. Una cosa es cierta y es que en plena 
plaza de un lugar habitado en S\l inmensa mayona por catolicos, otros no 
catolicos se presentan a predicar otra doctrina, que por 10 mismo que es· 
etra, es como decir al catolico que su doctrina no es la verdadera. Lo 
cual es ya un insulto tacito. Hay muchas cosas que considerar en este 
hecho concreto y por otra parte no negamos que podra haber habido actos 
de verdadera intolerancia por parte de algunos catolicos que se sintieron 
heridos en los mas profundo de sus creencias. Todo esto hay que tenerlo 
presente, para no juzgar precipitadamente. 

Ahora con respecto a la condenacion de la Y.M.C.A. y de la corres­
pondiente agrupaCi6n femenina Y.M.C.A. , esta bien claro que sobre este 
punto ya ha hablado la autoridad suprema de la Iglesia. La Suprema 
Congregaci6n del St~. Oficio dijo de ella el 5 de Noviembre' de 1920: 
"Haec enim societas (Y.M.C.A.) sincerum quidem erga iuvenes amorem 
iactat, quasi nihil habeat antiquius quam eorum et corporibus et menti 
esse utilitati; at simul ipsorum labefactat fidem, cum propositum sibi 
esse contendit eam purificare et meliorem verae vitae cognitionem eis 
tradere supra omnem Ecclesiam et praeter quamlibet reZigiosam confe­
ssionem" . Cf. Boletln Eclesiclstico, vol. XXII. pag. 466. En otros ter­
minos es una institutci6n que niega toda religion.1 En la practica es Ia 
religi6n protestante-que es como decir ninguna-Ia que ve con simpatia. 
Esta instituci6n es acaso la que mas contribuye a esa conciencia del pue­
blo filipino no verdaderamente cato1ico, de que la religion 0 es innecesaria 
o que todo es pareio. Segun el primer principio arriba establecido no se 
puede condenar esta "intolerancia" de la Iglesia Catolica. 

LA IGLESIA Y LOS MASONES. 0 es raro oir: "la masonena es 
buena. Yo soy masOn y no he visto nada malo, al contrario" ... etc. Y 
tambien se oyen expresiones como esta: "En esta lucha contra el comu­
nismo ~por que no unirse todas las fuerzas contra el enemigo comun? La 
Iglesia en el Codigo de Derecho Canonico can. 2335 dice:" Los que dan 
su nombre a la sect-a mas6nica 0 a otras asociaciones del mismo genero, 
que maquinan contra la Iglesia 0 contra las potestades civiles legitimas, 
incurren ipso facto (por el mero hecho de pertenecer a eIlas) en excomu­
ni6n simplemente reservada a la Sede Apostolica. "Las leyes sean civiles, 
sean eclesiasticas, en general no explican el motivo de la ley. El cat6lico 
y el verdadero ciudadano, podra discutir un proyecto de ley antes de 
que esta sea ley, pero una vez promulgada por la autoridad legitim a la 
acepta y se somete a ella. Y esto es tanta verdad, que ni los mismos 
masones, creo, permitiran se discutan las 6rdenes emanadas de los superiores 

(1) En teoria dice que en esto cada uno 'es libre para seguir la. 
religion que bien la parezca, y aun da a entender que todas son buenas, 
10 cual es un error condenado ya por la Iglesia en el Syllabus: Prop. 15 y 16. 
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jen\rquicos clc las mismas. Lo contrario seria anarqu ia, clesorclen y en fin 
cle cuenrus la ruina cle tocla socieclad. En eI caso presente el canon citado, 
indica cJ por que cle csa pen a cle exc011lunion: " sociedades que maquinan 
contra la Iglcsia :- potcstades legitimas" . Quc eso sea la masoneda 10 
prucban Illultitucl cl c hcchos. Son sociedacles sccretas cuyas actividade 
y Icvcs no sc Illucstran ni a la suprcma autoriclacl religiosa , ni a la uprema 
<! utoriclad civil. Y esto cs irracional. Puede ocurrir que un inclivicluo, un 
mason por cjemplo, se cncuentrc antc cl caso de tener que obedccer una 
ordcn ma an ica c1csobcdccienc1o 0 infringicndo la Constituci6n misma de la 
nacion, v no digamos de la religion . 

Sc habia creido que la masoncrla habia cambiado y quc se mostraba 
tolcrantc ,. hasta vela con simpatia al ca tolicisll1 o. En el nllll1!'!ro clc 
clicicmbrc del a1io pasaclo (Boletin Paag. 815 ) ya climos pruebas clc quc 
no h,1 habido hl1 ca mbio. Los succsos de que hoy db habla la prcnsa , 
prllclxlll tam bien la oposicion cle la masoncrla contra la instrucci6n religiosa . 

Que haya masones quc, no obstante, son buenos, eso es cosa accidental. 
Dc Sm'o ha bria quc clccir que es porque no son consecuentes con la maso­
neria. "Yo no he visto nacla malo en la masonaria", dicen . Pero les que 
has vi to toclo? La verdaclera cloctrina. la integral doctrina solo es conocicla 
dc los altos graclos. La mayoria no sa be mas quc cosas de suyo indiferen tes . 
EI cat61ico que clesee entcrarse de 10 que picnsa la Iglesia de la m<lsoneria , ,. 
10 que la masoncrla es. lea hI Enciclica de Leon XIII : "Humanum Genus" 
del 20 cle ab ril 1884. cll:'a ac tmllicl acl aUIl subsis te, pues. como dijimos, la 
masoneria no ha cam biado. n tc un ellem igo declarado de la Iglesia Cat6-
lica , esta no pucde mostra rsc indi feren te, ni permitir que un cat6lieo de SU 

nombre a tal asociacion. Lean XIII ya clijo que la instrucci6n religiosa 
es la Illejor manera cle combatir la masonerhl. Sin ducla por eso la maso­
ncda com ba te tocla instruccion rcligIOsa. 

Fr. Fl. Ortega, O.P. 



Seccion de Derecho Civil 
COil el obieto de ayudar, sobre todo, a los Rdos. Cura PaTTOcos, nos 

ha parecido co.nveniente insertar (/qUL copia de algunos documentos de De­
recho CiciL que nos parecell mas importantes y mas relacionados con el 
ministerio de La direcci6n espiritua[ de los fieles . Todos esos documentos 
han sido t0111ados de La Ga;:eta Oficial. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 528 

PRESCRIBING UNIFORM FEES FOR COPIES OF OFFICIAL 
RECORDS AND DOCU'MENTS OR FOR . CERTIFICATES 

FURNISHED PRIVATE PERSONS AND ENTITIES 

In order that all bureaus and offices of the Government 
should charge a uniform rate of fees (where there is no specific 
provision of law fixing such fees) for copies of official records 
and documents or for certificates in the form of "To Whom 
It May Concern" concerning facts appearing in the records of 
an office furnished private persons and entities under section 
five hundred seventy-two of the Revised Administrative Code, 
the following schedule is hereby issued for the information and 
guidance of all concerned: 

1. For cvcr\, onc hundrcd words or fraction thereof, typcwritten 
(not incl uding the certificate and any notation ) . .. ... .... PO.20 

2. \ \!herc thc copy to be furni shed is in a printed form , in whole 
or in part. for each page (double this fee if there arc two 
pages in a sheet ) .. .. ... . .... . ....................... .50 

3. For cac h certificate of correctness (with seal of offiee) written 
on the copy or attached thereto ....... . ... . . . .......... .50 

4. For copies furnished other bureaus, offi ccs and branches of 
thc Government for offi cial business (cxccpt thosc copies re­
quired by the court at thc request of the litigants, in which 
case charges should bc in accordancc wi th thc schedule 
abolT .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Free 

). For taking photographic copies, pcr pagc ................ .30 
(if the photographic copy is to be furnished by the officc itsclf, 
thc cost of thc plates, developing and printing should bc col-
lected in addition to the above fee of PO.30 per page). 

Executive Order Numbered Thirty-two, dated May twenty­
fifth, nineteen hundred thirty-six, is hereby revoked. 
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Done in the City of Manila, this 1st day of September, 
in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and fifty-two, and 
of the Independence of the Philippines, the seventh. 

By the President: 
MARCIANO ROQUE 

Acting Executive Secretary 

ELPIDIO QUIRINO 
President of the Philippines 

(From the "Official Gazette," Vol. 48, Sept. 1952 No.9 page 3723). 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 535 
ABOLISHING VISA FEES IN THE CASE OF ALIENS COMING TO 

THE PHILIPPINES AS NON-IMMIGRANTS UNDER 
CERTAIN CONDITIONS. 

In accordance with the policy of the Government to pro­
mote tourist industry and to encourage the entry of visitors 
to the forthcoming International Fair in Manila, I, Elpidio 
Quirino, President of the Philippines, pursuant to the powers 
vested in me by section 47 (a) (4) of the Philippine Immigra­
tion Act of 1940, as amended, do hereby abolish the visa fees 
in the case of aliens coming to the Philippines as non-immi­
grants subject to the following conditions: 

1. That the countries of which such aliens are citizens 
or subjects shall accord the same concession to Philippine 
citizens of a similar class visiting such countries; 

2. That the purpose of such aliens in coming to the 
Philippines shall be for business or for pleasure or both; 

3. That such aliens shall not remain in the Philippines for 
a period exceeding 59 days. 

To carry out the provisions of this Executive Order, the 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs is hereby authorized to enter 
into agreements, by exchange of notes, with the authorized 
representatives of countries which are willing to grant the same 
concession to Philippine citizens desiring to visit such countries 
for a temporary period of stay. 

This Order shall take effect immediately. 
Done in the City of Manila, this 10th day of October, in 

the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and fifty-two and of 
the Independence of the Philippines, the seventh. 

By the President: 
MARCIANO ROQUE 

Acting Executive Secretary 

ELPLDIO . QUIRINO 
President 0/ the Phihppines 
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
BUREA U OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

REGULATIONS FOR THE ENFORCEMENT 
OF THE MARRIAGE LAW 

Pursuant to the provis'ions of article 95 of Republic Act 
No. 386 (Civil Code of the Philippines), the following regula­
tions and forms are hereby promulgated for the purpose of 
enforcing the provisions of "Title IlL-Marriage." 

REGISTRATION OF PRIESTS, MINISTERS AND RABBIS 

SEC. 1. Requisites f01' 1"egistmtion.-Bishops, priests, rab­
bis, 01' ministers of any church, sect, 01' rE::ligion authorized 
by their organization to g'olemnize marriage shall be registered 
in the Bureau of public Libraries, prov!ded that the church, 
sect, or religion to which they belong (a) operates in the 
Philippines and (b) is in good repute. 

SEC. 2. P1'esurnption as to the existence of a, church Oi' 

religious sect.-It shall be understood that a church, sect, 01' 

religion operates in the Philippines when a great number of 
the Filipino people professes it, and this fact appears clearly 
in the Census of the Philippines of 1918 or in any subsequent 
issue of the Census. In the absence of the necessary informa­
tion from the Census or in case of doubt. the existence of such 
church, sect, or religion may be prov~d hy a sworn statement 
of its founder, bishop, or head, setting forth: 

(a) A brief history of the said church, sect, or ·religious 
denomination; 

(b) That the said church, sect or religious denomination 
is duly incorporated for the administration of its temporalities; 

(c) That it has at least a temple or chapel, and the town 
and province, or city in which it is situated, and if more than 
the places wherein they are respectively situated, and the 
name of the priest or minister assigned to each; 

(d) That it has a congregation of not less that 200 bona­
fide active members, all residents- of th8 Philippines, who attend 
at the religious gatherings which it holds periodically in its 
church 01' chapel. 

SEC. 3. Meaning of good Tepute.-A church or religion 
is in good repute if it holds religious services or gatherings 
periodically in its church or chap~l, and complies with the 
requirements of the marriage law and of these regulations, and 
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that there is nothing in its teachings, principles, and practices 
that is contrary to the common weal. 

Unless and until otherwise sho"\vn, the churches, sects, or 
religious appearing in the Census of the Philippines, as being 
professed by a great number of the Filipino people shall be 
presumed to be in good repute. 

In case of doubt with respect to any church, sets, or reli­
gion, which does not appear in the Census of the Philippines, 
the question of its being in good repute may be proven by means 
of a certificate of the mayor, the provincial governor, or the 
commander of the Philippine Constabulary having jurisdiction 
over the place where its chapel or church is situated, affirm­
ing the facts and circumstances referred to in the first para­
graph hereof. 

SEC. 4. P1'actice incompatible with good 1·eputation.-The 
practice by any religious denomination of appointing priests 01' 

ministers who do not celebrate nor hold religious gatherings 
or services periodically, but whose activity appears to be that 
of solemnizing marriage only, shall be considered prima facie 
proof that such religious denomination is not in good repute, 
on which account the registration of its priests or ministers 
shall not be allo'wed, and if they have been previously granted 
authorizations to solemnize marriage, the s~_me shall be can­
celled. 

SEC. 5. Registmtion of bishop 01' head of any c}u,/,1'ch or 
1'eligion.-The bishop or head of any church, sect or religion 
possessing the conditions imposed by section 1 of these regula­
tions shall, in applying for registration, send to ,the Director 
of the Bureau of Public Libraries a ~opy of his appointment 
as such bishop or head of his church, sect, or religion, together 
with a certified copy of the laws and regUlations thereof and 
a sworn statement giving the following data: 

(a) His full name and residence; 
(b) The position which he holds in his church, sect, or 

religion; and 
(c) The name of his church, sect, or religion; and 
(d) The fact that he is authorized by the laws 01' regula­

tions of his organization to solemnize marriage and to appoint 
priests and ministers, etc., in the Philippines. In case he is 
not authorized to appoint priests and ministers he shall give 
the name of the person a-uthorized to make such appointments, 
and the name and position of the person who issues certified 
copies of said appointments. 
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SEC. 6. Regist rati on of p1'iests, mbb i ·, 0 ,. , 111,inisters.­
For the purpos and effects of registration in the Bureau of 
Public Libraries, the priests, rabbis, or ministers of any reli­
gious denomination which fulfills the conditions imposed by 
section 1 of these regulations, shall each send to the said 
bureau, together with the copy of his appointment or authoriza­
tion, a sworn statement subscribed before a justice of the peace, 
notary public or any other official authorized to 'administer 
oaths in which must appear the following: 

(a) Full name and residence, and the full name and 
residence of his bishop or head; 

(b) The facts that he is authorized by the proper autho­
rity of his church, sect, or religion to solemnize marriages; and 

(c) That the copy of his appointment or authorization 
he is sending is a true copy of the original which he holds in 
his possession. 

SEC. 7. Validity of appointment.-No ap,pointment or 
authorization of a priest, rabbi, or minister of the gospel shall 
be recognized unless it has been issued by a bishop, head, or 
the proper authority of the church, sect, or religion of which 
the said priest, rabbi, or minister is a member. 

SEC. 8. Requisites of appointment.-The appointment Ol' 

authorization of a priest, rabbi, or minister of the gospel shall 
be signed by the competent authority of his church or religion, 
and shall contain the following requisites: 

(a) The full name of the priest, rabbi or minister 
appointed; 

(b) His age; 
(c) His residence; 
(d) The extent of his territorial jurisdiction, whether 

it is general as to cover the whole Pi1.ilippines, or limited to 
a municipality or province, or to two or more municipalities 
or provinces. In the later case, the names of the places shall 
be stated. 

(e) The church or chapel which is under his direction 
or administration, or in which said pl'iest, l'abbi, or minister 
usually solemnizes marriage and the mumcipality and province 
in which it is situated. 

SEC. 9. Meaning of church 01' chapel.-For the purpose 
and effects of the law and of these regulations, and word 
"church" shall be mentioned to mean any building, either of 
strong, mixed, or light materials, if it is permanent in character, 
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and is opened during convenient hours of the day, and used 
exclusively for holding religious gatherings. solemnizing mar­
riages, and other religious ceremonies. 

SEC. 10. Registmtion and issua.nce of auth01'ization to 
solemnize mart'iage.-Upon receipt of the sworn statement and 
the copy of the appointment 01' authorization mentioned in the 
preceding sections, the Director of the Bureau of Public Libra­
ries, if convinced thereby that the church, sect, or religion of the 
applicant operates in the Philippines, and is in good repute, as 
provided in sections 2 and 3 of these regulations,. shall, upon pay­
ment of the corresponding fees, record in a suitable register the 
name of the applicant, and issue to him an authorization to 
solemnize marriage, which has to be exhibited to the contract­
ing parties, to their parents, grandparents, guardians, or per­
sons in charge demanding the same. The said authorization 
shall be renewed on or before the first day of May of each year, 
upon payment of the fee fixed for renewal. 

SEC. 11. Cancella1;"ion of 1·egistmtion. - Tne Dil'ector of 
Public Libraries shall, on his own initiative or at the request 
of an interested party, cancel the registration of a bishop, 
head, priest, rabbi, or minister of any church, sect or religion, 
when it appears that the church, sect or religion, of such 
bishop, head, priest, rabbi, or minister has ceased to be in good 
repute according to the provisions of sections 3 and 4 of these 
rules; likewise, it is the duty of the said Director to cancel 
the registration of a priest, rabbi, or minister when request 
for such canc.ellation is made by the bishop, head, or proper 
authorities of the church, sect, or religion of which the said 
priest, rabbi, or minister is a member. 

SEC. 12. F ees.-The priests, rabbis, or ministers of the 
gospel of any denomination, church, sect, or religion, or any 
interested person, shall pay the following fees: 

For each authorization to solemnize marriage .. P2.00 
For each renewal of authorization ........... 1.00 
For each cancellation of an authorization at the 

request of an interested party . . . . . . . . . . .. 1.00 
For each certification of any entry upon the 

register ... ......... . . ................. 1.00 
For issuing a duplicate of the authorization 2.00 

PRESCRIBED FORMS 

SEC. 13. Forms.-Prescribed forms shall be adopted in 
the enforcement of the provisions of the marriage law, and the 
instructions or notes given for those forms shall be observed 
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as part of the regulations. (Copies of these forms may be 
sent to interested parties upon request addressed to the Bureau 
of Public Libraries.) 

PENAL PROVISIONS 

SEC. 14. Influencing pa1,ties in 1'eligious 1·espects.-Any 
local civi l registrar who directly 01' indirectly attempts to in­
fluence any contracting party to many 01' refrain from marry­
ing in any church, sect, or religion 01' before any civi l authority, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall, upon conviction 
thereof, be punished by imprisonment for not more than one 
month and a f ine of not more than two hundred pesos. (Act 
3613, sec. 37.) 

SEC. 15. Illegal issuance 01' 1'efusal of licensP.-Any local 
civil registrar who isues a marriage license unlawfully or wh:> 
maliciously refuses to issue a license to a person entitled there­
to or fails to issue the same within twenty-four hours after the 
time when, according to law, it wa propel' to iss'ue the same, 
shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than one month 
nor more than two years, 01' by a fine of not less than two 
hundred pesos nor more than two thousand pesos. (Act 3613, 
sec. 38.) 

SEC. 16. Illegal solemnization of marTiage.-Any priest or 
minister solemnizing marriage without being authorized by the 
Director of the Bureau of Public Libraries, 01' who, upon 
solemnizing marriage, refuses to exhibit his authorization in 
force when called upon to do so by the parties or parents, 
grandparents, guardians, or persons having charge; 0]' any 
officer, priest or minister solemnizing marriage in violation of 
the provisions of Act 3613, shall be punished by imprison­
ment for not less than one month nor more than two years, 
or by a fine of not less than two hundred pesos nor more 
than two thousand pesos. (Act 3613, sec. 39.) 

SEC. 17. Ma1Tiages in imp?'ope1' places.-Any officer, 
minister, 01' priest solemnizing marriage in a place other than 
those authorized by Act 3613, as amended by Republic Act 
No. 386, shall be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five 
pesos nor more than three hundred pesos, or by imprisonment 
for not more than one month, or both, in the discretion of the 
court. (Act 3613, sec. 40.) 

SEC. 18. Failu1'e to clelive1' ma1Tiage ce?·t'ificate.-Any 
officer, priest 01' minister failing to deliver to either of the 
contracting parties one of the copies of the mal'l'ia~e cl)ntl'act 01' 
to forward the other copy to the authorities within the period 
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fixed by law for said purpose, shall be punish hy imprison­
ment for not more than one month or by a fine of not more 
than three hundred pesos, or both, in the discretion of the 
court. (Act 3613, sec. 41.) 

SEC. 19. Affidavit on man·'iage '·im a1,ticulo mortis."­
Any officer, priest, or minister who, having solemnized a 
marriage "in articulo mortis" or any other marriage of an 
exceptional character, shall fail to comply with the provisions 
of Chapter II of Act 3613, as amended by Republic Act TO. 

386, shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than 
three hundred pesos nor more than two thousand pesos, or 
both, in the discretion of the court. (Act 3613, sec. 42.) 

SEC. 20. Unlaw ful signboa1'ds.-Any person who, not 
being authorized to solemnize marriage, shall publicly advertise 
himself, by means of signs or placards placed on his residence 
or office or through the newspapers, as authorized to solemnize 
marriage, shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than 
one month nor more than two years, or by a fine of not less 
than fifty pesos nor more than two thousand pesos, or both, 
in the discretion of the court. (Act 3613, sec. 43.) 

SEC. 21. Geneml penal clause.-Any violation of any pro­
vision of Act 3613 and of Republic Act No. 386 not specifically 
penalized, or of the regulations, shall be punished by a fine of 
not more than two hundred pesos or by imprisonment for not 
more than one month, or both, in the discretion of the court. 
(Act 3613, sec. 44.) 

SEC. 22. Disqualific(Ltion of p1"iests and ministe?·s.-Any 
priest or minister of the gospel of any denomination, church, 
sect, or religion convicted of the violation of any of the pro­
visions of Act 3613, as amended by Republic Act No. 386, or 
any crime involving moral turpitude, shall, in addition to the 
penalties incurred in each case, be disqualified to solemnize 
marriage for a period of not less than six months nor more 
than six years at the discretion of the court. (Act. 3613, sec. 
45 as amended by Act 4236.) 

Approved January 26, 1951 
For the Secretary of Education: 

LUIS MONTILLA 
Di1·ecto1·. Bureau of Public 

Libmries 

CECILIO PUTONG 
Under-Secretary of Education 

(From the Off. Gaz. Vol. 47, No.2 February, 1952, p. 611) 



Seccion de Casos y Consultas 
I 

SIGNIFICADO DE UNA EXPRESI6N LEGAL 

Un aspiwnte 0 novicio de cm"o, q7.tien perslladido de 
que no tiene condiciones pa1'a eso, desea que le admitan 
pa1·a lego, Y cOin el ob.ieto de cambia?" imp1'esione con su 
jamilicL de.ia ternpomlmente el habito de cle1·igo, volviendo 
luego pam toma1' el de lego, l esta incluido en la disposicion 
75 de las Constituciones de la 0 1'den 1"espectiva no. pnmero? 

UN SACERDOTE 

R.-N egative. El texto citado dice as!: "InvaJide, nisi a 
Magistro Generali dispensationem obtineant, admittuntur : 
10. Qui habitum cuiusvis Religionis, etiam nosb'i Ordinis, ante 
professionem sponte dimiserunt ... " Las razones en que se 
funda el parecer negativo son las siguientes: 

Pnmem: El sentido propio de la palabra "dimiserunt" 
(can. 18). Esta palabra significa abandonar una cosa y dejarla 
enteramente como se ve en el capitulo XIX de San Mateo v.v. 
3, 7, 8 y 9, sobre el· abandono POl' el marido de la mujer casada. 
Los clasicos latinos suelen tomarla tambien en este sentido. 
Asi Ciceron dice: "Ista philosophia, quae nunc prope dimissa, 
revocatur." (Cic. Ac. 2, 4, 11) . Dejar el habito significa POl' 
10 tanto abandonar el estado religioso en la orden en que el as­
pirante se hallaba. Lo cual no hizo el aspirante, pues queria 
seguir en la misma Orden, aunque de lego. 

Segunda: EI paralelismo entre la citada disposicion y la 
que figura en el can. 542 n. 1 que prohibe la admision de los 
que "obstringuntur vel obstricti fuerant vinculo professionis 
religiosae" constituye otra prueba de 10 dicho. En efecto segun 
ensefian los Autores este canon no es aplicable a los profesos de 
votos temporales que pasan de una clase por ejemplo de clerigos 
a otra pOl' ejemplo de legos "cum iste canon supponat separa­
tionem Religiosi a Religione in qua obstringitur vel obstrictus 
fuit vinculo professionis" (Schaefer, "De Religiosis" n. 536). 

Aplicando el mismo criterio a la disposicion citada de las 
Constituciones se puede decir que no tiene aplicacion al caso 
expuesto porque supone una separacion 0 abandono de la Orden 
de parte del religioso de quien habla. Lo cual no se verifico 
en dicho caso en el que el religioso de quien se habla no tuvo 
la menor intencion de abandonar la Orden. Proponiendose solo 
el transito de reJigioso de cora al de religioso lego. 
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Tene'ra: La intencion de las Constituciones en la citada 
disposicion es "ut excludantur inepti, et apti tantum admittan­
tur" como decian las Constituciones anteriores n. 210. 

Ahora bien en el caso presente se trata de un joven de muy 
buena conducta que viendo no tiene las cualidades que la Orden 
exige en sus religiosos ch~rigos, se resolvio siguiendo el parecer 
de personas prudentes pedir su admision entre los hermanos 
legos. De esto se concluye que la disposicion mencionada no 
tiene aplicacion al caso presente. 

FR. JUAN YLLA, O.P., D.U.I. 

II 

SE TRATA DE UNA "CADE A DE PRECES"? 

Me ham enviado una carta cuyo teno?' es el siguiente: 
"We are making a novena to the Vi?'gin of Fatima. It is not 
difficult. It consists in pmying an Our Father and a Haii 
Ma?'y for nine months. I hope you do mot interrupt this 
novena. . . This is the fourth time it circled the globe. 
Make nine copies and send them to nine pe?'sons befo?'e 
yOU?' days have elapsed. This novena was sent to me 
by. " You must mention who sent it to you. This novena 
is not a chaim. Please do not keep it in yOU?' home. I f you 
do not wish to make it, return it to the sister of Saint Fran­
cis, Boston, Mass. , U.S.A. On the fourth day that you have 
made them, you may expect a big favo? ', This is to pro­
pagate the devotion to the Holy Virgim of Fatima." 

Deseo sabe?' si se trata de una verdade?'a "cadena" . 

UN SACERDOTE 

R.-Hace bien Vd. en sospechar que se trata de una verda­
dera cadena. El autor 0 autora de la carta dice que no, aun 
cuando dice tambien que es la cuarta 'vez que roclea el globo. 
Cierto que no se encuentran en ella esas amenazas de castigos 
a los que interumpen esa cadena .. , como se encuentra en las 
cadenas corrientes, aun cuando tambien se dice que "no la guar­
des en tu casa". Pero en 10 demas si se parece: haga nueve 
copias, envielas a otras tantas personas y . .. sobre todo espere 
recibir un gran favor el dia 40. despues de haber empezado la 
novena. Aqui ya se ve el caracter supersticioso 0 de van a obser­
vancia. La oracion siempre es buena, y siempre obtiene favores 
o 10 que se pide, si se pide como se debe. "Quidquid orantes pe-
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titis, credite quia accipietis". Es-to nos 10 dice Jesucristo en el 
Evangelio, y no 10 restringe al cuarto dla. ~ Por que pues aqui 
se sefiala esa fecha? Ni Dios, ni la Iglesia 10 dicen. Es solo una 
persona particular. Ahora bien, dice Prummer, (Theologia Mo­
ralis II, . 515) y 10 mismo otros moralistas. "Vana Ob­
servantia est species superstitionis, qua ad obtinendum certum 
effectum adhibentur media, quae nec ex natura sua, nec ex 
Dei aut Ecclesiae ordinatione ad eum finem sunt idonea". Ni 
por su naturaleza, ni por Dios 0 por la Iglesia se ha determinado 
que precisamente el cuarto dia-no antes ni despues-se ha de 
obtener ese gran favor. Y eso dicho asi cual si se tratase de 
algo que a manera de los Sacramentos produjese ese efecto 
automaticamente, infaliblemente, ex opere ope1r.ato como si di­
feramos. Para confirmacion de esto, veamos 10 que nice el P. 
J one (Moral Theology 1952, pag. 99, N. 164, 2:). "One may 
practice superstition also with the aid of 1"eligious objects, 
e.g. , , , so too, if one copies prayer leaflets and distributes them 
in order to obtain certain effects; furthermore, if one adscribe:5 
an infallible efficacy to a certain prayer or picture etc. as fre­
quent]y happens in the case of chain-prayers. Simplicity 
generally excuses one from sin in such cases". No sea Vd. 
de esos simples, y pues que el pueblo es muy propenso a estas 
vanas observancias, rompa inmediatamente ese papel 0 carta y 
l'uegue no solo nueve meses, sino todos los dias segun aquello 
de sine intermissione O1"ate. Espere recibir un gran favor y 
muchos grandes favores no solo e] CU81'to dla sino siempre, si 
ora bien. Aconseje 10 mismo a otros, 

FR. F. ORTEGA. O.P. 
J.C.D. 

III 

LA SOLEMNIZACION DE MATRIMONIOS DE 
EXTRANJEROS 

Te.tngo idea de que hay una dis1Josicion 1'eudiva a la 
solernnizacion de rnatrirnonios de extrangeros 0 de filipinos 
con extrange1'os, chinos 0 no, que aunque nacionalizados lle­
ga'f'on al pais despues de la pubertad, en el sentido' de que 
e rnecesita consulta1" antes el caso con el Obispo. No me 

consta si esa disposicion lue solo del Obispo de esta diocesis 
o fue tambien adoptada por todos los Sres. Obispt>s de Ji'il't­
pinas en una de sus Confe1·encias. Deseo saber si esa dispo­
sicion a/ecta a la validad 0 solo a la licUud. Algunos creen 



189 

que si /ue adoptada pO?' todos los Obispos oblig(L en torLo 
Filipinas y, si solo por el Obispo, en la propia di6cesis y que 
se Inecesita de este permiso pa1'a solemnizarlo, algo asi como 
el pa1Toco de chinos de Manila. 

UN SACERDOTE 

R.-En primer Jugal' no tenemos idea de esa disposicion. 
Si V d. cree que hay alguna en su di6cesis, atengase a 10 dispuesto, 
pero des-de luego en esta di6cesis de Manila no existe mas 
regulaci6n que la relativa a los chinos de la ciudad de Manila. 
Asi nos 10 han asegurado personas competentes a quienes hemos 
preguntado. Le advertimos que no es 10 mismo conferencia epis­
copal que concilio. Sobre eso ya hablamos en el Boletin Eclesias­
tico del numero de Enero pag. 53, nota. Lo que en las conferen­
cias se determina no tiene mas valor en una di6cesis determinada 
que 10 que e1 propio Obispo dispusiere. Ahora viniendo al caso y 
por 10 que respecta a la validad, no hay duda que fueron valitios, 
en el sentido de que no hubo impedimento ya que estos solo los 
puede poneI' el Sumo Pontifice segun el canon 1038 § 2. Pero 
Yd. parece dar a entender que los que solemnizaron esos matri­
monios sin el permiso del Obispo no tenian facultad para solem­
nizarlos. A eso decimos que la solemnizaci6n de matrimonios 
es un oficio que afecta al parroco y, si verdaderamente 10 son, 
pueden validamente solemnizar esos matrimonios segun 10 de­
termina el ca. 462, 40. Ademas se trata de la privaci6n de una 
facultad que concede el derecho comun. El obispo no puede de 
una manera general, como el caso presente, ir contra el derecho 
comun (can. 336 § 1). 

Ahora con respecto a la licitud, si existe esa prohibici6n, 
claro esta que hicieron mal en no consultar el casu con el Obispo. 
Dudamos empero que exista esa disposici6n en su di6cesis. Pucde 
preguntar a la Curia. Creemos que los matrimonios de los ex­
trang-eros se rigen POl' el derecho comun Y POl' el Concilio Pro­
vincial de Manila de 1907 No. 103 aun en vigor, seg(m el cual, 
en los casos de matrimonios de chinos se debe ir con gran pru­
dencia para asegurarse del estado libre de los contrayentes· y en 
caso de duda preguntar al S1'. Obispo. Esta disposici6n es la 
misma que se manda en el C6digo (canones 1023, 1031, n. 3. 
1032) Cfr. tarnbien la Instrucci6n del Sto. Oficio de 1868 (A.A.S. 
1910 II pag. 199). 

FR. F . ORTEGA, O.P. 
J. C. D . 

• 



190 

A.d Sacerdotem Joeily Foili in quadam dioecessi' Thailandiae (?) 
missionarium responsio. 

Si rem agc rc in judicio contentioso vellis opportet: 10. ut sis omnino 
ccrtus de posessione tui juri , aliter libellum forte rejicietur a judice (can . 
J 708, 20. ) . Debes quoque probare te nunc obliga ri a proprio Ordinario 
ad debita in acquisitione tuofUm bonorum contracta, creditoribu solvenda, 
<1 quc tamen Ordinario privaris tuis istis bonis. Judex non po test pro­
fcrrc sententia111 nisi sit certus de re sententia defin ienda; hane tamen 
certitudinem haurire debet ex aebs et probatis (can. 1869, 2) . 

20. on lieet tibi adire T ribunal civil e obstante canonc 15 53 § 1, 
30 . et 234l. 

30. T ribunal ecclesias ticum competen cst Sacra Romana Rota, 
Juxta ca n. 1599, § 2 ) . 

Si vis consiliu111 ad111ittere, optimum erit ut via amieabili procedas. 
Q ua proptcr adeas iterum tuum Ordinarium et exponc ci quanta damna 
patiaris cx ipsius detcrminatione, quodsi non audierit, aut malucris, caSUU I11 
tuum notifica D elega to aut untio Apostolico Sanctac Scd is pro tua re­
gione. Ita fi et ut omnia pacifice componantur. Adhuc manet alius mo­
c1 u .' id est, ut adeas Sacram Congregationem Consistorialem mittendo 
litteras sive per te ipsum ive, melius, per alium Ordinarium aut per Dele­
ga tum Apostolieum . 

CASOS LITuRGICOS 

I 

Se estaba discutiendo en cierta ocaSlOn entre varios sacer­
dotes sobre cual es hi forma que se debe usar para bendecir cru­
cifijos, si era la misma que se usa para bendecir cruces sin la 
imagen de J esucristo Crucificado, 0 era la sefialada para ben­
decir las imagenes de J esucristo. Unos estaban a favor de la 
primera formula y otros a favor de la segunda. Se pregunta: 
i.. que formula 0 bendicion debe usarse? 

Soluci6n: 
Se debe usaI' la forma para bendecir las imagenes de Jesu­

cristo segun consta pOl' esta decision de la S. Congregacion de 
Ritos No. 3524: "Quando crux praesertim parva cl:lm imagine 
SSmi. Crucifixi est benedicenda, quaeritur: An sumenda sit 
form ula benedictionis novae Crucis; vel potius formula bene­
dictionis Imaginum Domini Nostri Jesu Christi? Resp. Negative 
ad prim am pal·tern, affirmative ad secundam" (Decreta Au­
thentica vol. III, pag. 119). 
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II 

Pedro coadjutor de una parroquia a quien su panoco Ie ha 
encomendado Ia Misa que precede a la exposicion de las Cua­
renta Horas, duda sobre cuando debe colocar la hostia consa­
gl'ada en la custodia, si debe ponerlo inmediatamente despues 
de la com union del sanguis, 0 si debe esperar a que termine la 
com union de los fieles. Se pregunta, i, pu'.'!s cuando se debe poner 
la hostia consagl'ada en la custodia? 

Soluci6n: 
Los autores de Litul'gia ensenan que se debe poneI' Ia Sa­

grada Hostia en la custodia cuando el sacerdote ha sumido el 
sanguis y antes de la ablucion de los dedos y antes de dar la 
comunion a los fieles. Se fimdan en la que prescribe la rubrica 
para el dia de Jueves Santo. "Hodie sacerdos consecrat duas 
Hostias, quarum unam sum it, alteram reservat pro die sequenti, 
in quo non conficitur Sacramentum; reservat etiam alias par­
ticulas consecratas, si opus fuerit, pro infirmis; Sanguinem 
vero totum sum it ; et ante ablutionem digitorum ponit Hostiam 
reservatam in alio Calice, quem Diaconus Palla et Patena in­
versa cooperit, et desuper velum expandit, et in medio Altar is 
collocat. Deinde fit Communio, et completur Missa. (Rubrica 
in Missali)." 

III 

Antonio buen cat61ico y de comuni6n diaria tiene que em­
prender en l Q de Enero un viaje urgente, y se ve obligado a 
salir a las cuatro de la manana. Como no quiel'e privarse de 
la Com union acude a su parroco pidiendole como un favor ex­
traordinario que Ie de el dia de salida la Sagrada Comunion a 
las tres y media de la manana para que tenga despues tiempo 
de prepararse para el viaje. EI parroco se acuel'da de que segun 
la ley de la Iglesia contenida en el canon 867 parrofo 4, solo se 
puede dar la Com union en las horas en que se pel'mite la Misa 
y segun la tabla astronomica que tl'ae el Ordo al pl'incipio el 
primero de Enero solo puede comenzar la Misa a las cuatro 

cinco minutos de la manana. As! que se niega a dar a Antonio 
la Sagrada Comuni6n a las tres y media de la manana en Enero. 
Se pregllnta: i, obro bien el parroco en este caso? 

Soluc i6n: 
No obr6 bien, pues el mismo canon 867 parrafo 4 que manda 

se de la Comunion solo en las horas en que se permite la Misa, 
anade: "Nisi aliud rationabilis causa suadeat". Asi que ha­
biendo causa razonable como es en ese caso el deseo de Antonio 
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de recibir la Com union y la imposibilidad de que la reciba mas 
tarde del tiempo que pide de a las tres y media a.m. podia el 
pa,rl'oco darle la Sagrada Com union sin faltar a las leyes de la 
Iglesia. No obro, pues, bien el parroco en este caso. 

IV 

~ Que hay prescrito sobre 1a materia de que deben hacerse 
los roquetes 0 sobrepellices? ~ Pueden hacerse de cualquier ma­
teria? 

Solucion: 
No hay ninguna prescripclOn general que determine en 

concreto la materia de los roquetes 0 sobrepellices. Los autores 
de Liturgia recomiendan que sean de line 0 de canamo, pOl·que 
siendo una especie de abreviacion del a lba debiendo esta ser de 
line de igual materia parece que deben sel' los roquetes 0 s-obre­
pellices. En Filipinas los Sres. Obispos mandaron en las Con­
clusiones del ano 1933 no. 26 que en los Seminarios los roquetes 
o sobrepellices s-ean de lino 0 algodon orlado de encaj e 0 tul. 
Pero fuera de esa disposicion que es para los seminaristas no 
hay otra de caracter general. 

Sin embargo POl' regIa general conviene que sean de line 
o canamo 0 siquiera de algodon porIa afinidad de 10. mismos 
a las vestiduras sagradas que deben ser de lin~. 

v 
~ Se puede en la distribucion de la Com union, cuando son 

muchos los que van a comulgar hacer esto: Despues que el sa­
cerdote en su movimiento desde el la de de la Epistola al del 
Evangelio 0 sea desde la izquierda a la derecha ha llegado a 
esta, volverse hacia la izquierda desde el lado del Evangelio 
repartiendo la Com union en este caso de derecha a izquierda 
o sea del lade del Evangelio al lade de la Epistola, para ganar 
tiempo? 

Solucion: 
No se puede pOl'que la rubrica del Misal (Ritus servandus 

X, 6) exige que la distribucion de la Comunion sea siempre de 
izquierda a derecha 0 sea del lado de la Epistola al lade del 
Ev.angelio. Lo mismo dispone el Ritual Romano (V, C. 2, n. 4) . 
Edicion tipica de 1952. 

FR. JUAN YLLA, O.P., D.U.I. 



Seccion Informativa 
NOTICIAS DE ROlVlA.-L'Ossel·v!,ttore Romano del 4 de febrero habla 

en su pl'imera pagina de la clausul'a del Concilio P lenario de Filipinas y 
de la colacion del Doctorado, honoris causa, al Card. Gilroy por parte de 
la Universidad de Sto. Tomas. En su ultima pagin:c>. trae dos fotografias : 
una, de la llegada del Cardenal Legado ' a Manila, y otra, de los Sres. 
Obispos al cerrar el Concilio en la iglesia de S. Agustin . 

L'Osservatore Romano del 8 de febrero refiere en primera pagina la 
Fiesta del Papa en Manila y pone en la ultim3. una hermosa foto de la 
misa celebrada en el Rizal Stadium. 

INSCRIPCIONES 

EI nuevo epigrafe sobre San Pedro.-EI jueves 20 de noviembre, la 
insigne profesora de la Universidad de Roma la dodora Margarita Guar­
ducci presento ell el salon de la Cancilleria un acabado estudio del nuevo 
descubrimiento en las excavaciones vaticanas. Fue ilustrando las vicisi­
tudes del hallazgo, el proceso de interpretacion y la transcendencia del 
documento. La inscripcion esta en el mausoleo subterraneo de los 
Valerios, a 25 metros del 'sepulcro de San Pedro. Noes grafito, hecha 
pOl' el rayado de la. superficie, sino simplemente escrita en negro y rojo. 
Un dibujo de unos 24 centimetros representa la cabeza de San Pedro : 
calvo, ojos amigdaloides, labios prominentes, barba puntiaguda, facciones 
semiticas. EI epigrafe empieza da suerte que el dibujo esta entre las 
letras del nombre Petrus y sigue en cinco lineas deterioradas pOI' el tiempo 
y la humedad escritas en latin decadente. Al principio esta interpuesto 
ante el nombl'e de Jesus el signo egipcfaco ank de la vida. La inscrip­
cion, con las suplencias y explicitaciones debidas, puede traducirse asi: 
"Pedro, ruega al que poria Cruz nos dio la vida, Cristo Jesus, a favor 
de los santos varones cristianos U.los primeros papas?) sepultados junto 
a tu cuerpo." Algo mas arriba, junto a la imagen de Pedro, est an 
debilmente insinuados la cabeza y los hombros de un varon. Parece llevar 
una corona 0 los cabellos largos rizados. Podria tratarse de San Pablo 
0, como insinuo la ilustre conferenciante, del mismo Senor J esucristo. 
La inscripcion parece del siglo III, pues el mausoleo de los Valeri os 
se construyo en la segunda mitad del siglo II y fue sepultado bajo los 
escombros de los fundamentos de la basfIica constantiniana en la primera 
mitad del siglo IV. 

Margarita Guarducci prometio la comunicacion posible de otro docu­
mento mas tl'ascendental aun. 

FILIPINAS 

EL DEBATE OBRE LA INI::lTR CCrON RELTGIOSA.-An tecedentes. 
-EI aumento de la cl'iminalidad: atracos, homicidios, l'aptos, etc., de que 
casi todos los dias nos habla la prensa, se debe, como muy bien hizo notal' 

Sig.-a 
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la Hon. Jueza Dna. Natividad Almeda, (Vease Boletin 1952, pag. 556) 
a la falta de instruccion religiosa entre otras causas. Esto mismo ha 
sido recientemente confirmado pOl' el Magistrado Luis P. Torres Pre­
sidente del Integrity Board (Daily Mirror), quien afiade que 10 mandado 
sobre la instruccion religiosa, parece ser letra muerta.-Por otra parte 
no era un secreto la dificultad ' que experimentaban muchas catequistas 
catolicas para la ensefianza de la religion en las escuelas publica, y las 
comunicaciones publicadas en el The Sentinel en los numeros de Febrero, 
10 demuestran. 

Documento sensa·cional.- Asi la s cosas la 'ociedacl del to . ombre clio 
a la publicidad un documento masonico sobre la formacion df' un comite 
para la eliminacion de la instruccion religiosa en las escuelas publicas. 
Ponemos a continuacion copia exacta de este documento, cuya autenticidad 
no parece pueda ponerse en duda. El documento fue publicaco en copia 
fotostatica . En la misma copia se puede leer la afirmacion de Antonio 
Gonzalez Gran Secretario de la misma Logia de Masones Libres, asegu· 
rando que es copia verdadera y COl-recta de los Proceedings de la Gran 
Logia, tenidos en su 33 convencion anual. 

"Procedings of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Masons of the Philippine Islands at the Thirty-TJoird annual 
communication held in the City of Manila, Philippines Commencing on 
Tuesday January 25, A.D. 1949. A.I. 5949 and Tennmining on Thursaay, 
January 27, A.D. 1949, A.I. 5949". En esta pagina 40 se lee: "SPECIAL 
COMMITTEE FOR THE ELIMINATION OF RELIGION INSTRUC· 
TION IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS. Last year, it waf, recommended to ap­
point a Special Committee for th,," Elimination of Religious Instruction 
in Public Schools. For this purpose, I appointed the following: Mauro 
Baradi Chairman; Venancio Trinidad Member; Cecilio Putong Member; 
Benito Pangilinan Member.-Its Chairman submitted a complete report 
with the following recommencllitions: 

1. That we adhere to the provisions of the Constitution of the 
Philippines that "Optional religious instruction in the public schools shall 
be maintained as now authorized by law. (Article XIV, Section 51); 
2. That we be ever vigilant and fight any and all schemes to circum· 
vent the Constitution of the Philippines on the qu~stjon of religious ins· 
truction in the public schools; and 3. That on propel' occasions and if 
and when circumstances warrant, we must show the dangers and advCl'se 
effects of religious instruction in the public schools.-I concur with all 
the recommendations stated in the said report and recommend its ap­
proval. Said report is in the files of the Grand Lodge." 

,Nombramiento del Sr. Pangilinan para Vice-secretario de Educac;6n.­
i. Tuvo el Presidente de la Republica conocimiento de este documento?, 
i. Tuvo tambien conocimiento de la sensacion que ha})ia producido dicho 
documento en los miembros de la J erarquia catohca?, Lo cierto es que 
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no mucho tiempo despues la pl'ensa anunclO la intencion del Presidente 
de nombrar al Sr. Pangilinan para el cargo de Subsecretal'io de Edilca­
cIOn. La J erarquia trato de impedi l' que ese nombramiento tuviera 
lugar, y esto 10 pedia no precisamcnte a titulo de catolica, sino pOl' res­
peto de los derechos de simples ciudadanos quienes consideraban como 
incompatible el cumplimiento -de 10 que manda la Constitucion, respecto 
a la Instruccion religiosa y 10 que se ordenaba a dicho Sr. Pangilinan 
pOl' el Comite masonico dicho.-En vista de esto el Sr. P residente en­
cargo al Sr. Putong, ~ecretario de Educacion tratase con los lidel'es 
religiosos sobre la manera de hacer mas efectiva la enseiianza religiosa 
y remedial' 0 satisfacer las quejas que sobre ella habia etc. etc. Esa 
es una cuestion importante, desde luego, pero la oh'a es, acaso, mas.­
EI Sr. Putong y tambien, parece, el Sr. Pangilinan negaron tener cono­
cimiento de tal comite, pero, segun el Manila Chronicle (3 de febrel'o 
1953), segun cita el The Sentinel (14 de febrel'o 1953), el mismo Sr. 
Mauro Baradi, chairman del comite dicho, 10 puso en conocimiento de 
los mismos, antes de hacer el report y estos unanimente consintieron.­
Asi estan las cosa. Lo que se decidira, no 10 sabemos. De todos modos 
esto ha sido ocasion de que se conocieran muchas cosas muy importantes. 

Consecuencias.- En el sllpuesto de la a lltent icidad de ese dc.cllmento, y 
nos parece que no se puede poner en duda, se siguen muchas cGnsecuencias 
'ie capital importancia. EI articulo 10. afirma, es cierto, respetar el art. 
XIV de la Constitucion, Seccion 51. Esto no era necesario. Es deber 
de todo filipino, catolico, mason 0 protestante etc. El artfculo 20. esta 
bien en 10 de vigilancia para que se observe, no como hasta ahora, es 
decir siendo letra muerta, segun el Sr. Torres testifica, sino que se de 
instruccion religiosa eficaz. 

Pero es el 30. el que mas nos intriga : "Mostrar los peligros de la 
instruccion religiosa." Suponemos que se tratu ce peligros r eales, ill­
trinsecos, pues que peligros posibles y accidentales se pueden encontrar 
en no importa que materia. Luego al prescribir la Constitucion que se 
de la instruccion religiosa, aunque que sea vpcional, prescribe algo pe­
ligroso. . . Si se dice que se refiere solo a la educacion catolica, res­
pondemos que un padre de famill!a catolico tiene opcion a que se de a 
su hijo instruccion catolica en las escuelas publicas. La Constitucion 
al prescribir la instruccion religiosa aunque no indique instruccion cato­
lica, no solo no la excluye, sino positivamente la comprende, como ot:-as 
instrucciones religiosas de jure 0 de facto existentes en la nacion .-Pero 
es evidente que ese "cuidado" debe ser interpretado segun el titulo y 
fines del co mite 10 indican. Puesto que se trata de ordenaciones, podemos 
decir que aqui como en Leyes, la rubrica, (el titulo) sirve para intel'­
pretar lo negro, es decir la ley. (Ex rubro ad nigrum.,.) Ahora 
bien, el fin del comite, segun se indica, es para la eliminacion de la 
instruccion religiosa, que, al no decir si parcial 0 como, 0 si de est a 
instr uccion catolica u otra , se ha de ent ender que de toda instruccion 
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religiosa pura y simplemente. En este caso viene bien aqui recordar 
la regIa 88 del VI de las Decretales de que "certum est quod is com­
mittit in legem qui legis verba complectens, contra legis nititur volun­
tatem'·. 

La existencia de dicho comite, sean esas personas u otras las que 
10 compongan, presenta la 3iguiente cuestion, i,como es que mandando 
la Constitucion que se ensene la religion en las escuelas publicas, puede 
legalmente una institucion enseilar 0 formal' comites para eliminar esta 
instruccion religiosa? 

CO GRESO ACIONAL DE LA LEGI6N DE MARfA 

La Legion de Maria celebro su Segundo Congreso Nacional en Manila 
del 12 al 15 de Febrero con la asistencia de mas de 2,000 miembros 
de Manila y represent antes de provincias. Fue un magno acontecimiento 
que tuvo pOI' finalidad estudiar directamente la situacion de la Legion 
en las islas mediante el contacto directo con los oficiales de los diversos 
praesidia, cU7'iae y concejofl. Fue inaugurado el dia 12 pOl' Mons. Ru­
fino Santos, Arzobispo de Manila, y clausurado el dia 15 terminando con 
la bendicion del Santisimo en la U.S.T. pOl' el Nuncio de S. Santidad, E. 
Vagnozzi. 

El estudio de las dificultades y problemas que ha creado la rapida 
expansion de la Legion de Maria desde el primer Congreso acional hace 
cinco anos, se llevo a cabo en reuniones seccionales de los diferentes 
grupos de la organizacion, en discusiones abiertas, y en conferencias sobre 
diversos temas acerca de los cuales no existe uniformidad de opinion. 
Como todas las cosas de la Legion de Maria, las resoluciones que se to­
maron no tienen tono de publici dad, pues se refieren mas bien al gobierno 
interno de la organizacion para el mejor cumplimiento de su cometido, que 
es servir de auxiliar potentisimo de la parroquia en su labor apostolica 
con enfasis en 10 espll'itual. Las alabanzas que se prodigann a la Legion 
ni son inmerE:cidas ni inesperadas ya que es dificil exagerar la impor­
tancia y eficacia de la misma; y si bien sirven a veces de estimulo, pero 
no son buscadas, ya que no afectan a los resultados practicos del aposto­
lado legionario. 

Al presente tiene la Legion en Filipinas un Senatus, dos comitia, 37 
senior curiae, 9 junior curiae, 1,451 praesidia, 17,511 miembros activos, 
y 79,643 mielpbros auxiliares, de ellos 2,969 adjutorians. En todas las 
diocesis de Filipinas esta establecida la Legion a excepcion de Misamis 
Oriental, Bukidnon, ZambQanga, Palawan y Batanes. La asombrosa ex­
pansion de la Legion de Maria pOI' el mundo solo es atribuible a la gran 
Capitana en cuyo honor se ha formado. 0 cabe otra explicacion. En 
Fi lipinas este crecimiento no !leva trazas de ::lisminuir; y no cabe dudar 
que estos congresos dan impulso a su obra y entusiasmo a sus miembros. 
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Hasta ahora los dos Congresos nacionales se han tenido en la Un i­
versidad de Sto. Tomas; muy propio pOl' diversos motivos, pues dos 
tomasinas fueron, con el P. Gracia, las fundadoras de la Legi6n en 
Manila hace diez anos. 

TOMA DE POSESI6N DEL NUEVO RECTOR DE U.R.T.-El M.R.P . 
Fr. Jesus Castan6n elegido para el cargo de Rec.tor Magnificus de la 
Universidad de Sto. Tomas, tom6 posesi6n de su nuevo cargo el sabado 
8 de febrero, despues de hacer la Profesi6n de Fe ptc. en manos del Vice­
canciller de la misma Universidad, M.R.P. Fr. Silvestre Sancho, Pro­
vincial tambien de los PP. Dominicos en Filipinas. La lectura de las 
letras de nombramiento hecho por Ia Santa Sede, la hizo el Secretario 
General de la Universidad M.R.P. Fr. Francisco Villacorta. Despues 
el nuevo P. Rector en un discurso dirigiendose a los decanos, estudiantes 
y numeroso publico declar6 que seguirra manteniendo las tradiciones de 
la Universidad, y procurarra contribuir a su mayor progreso no solo en 
el orden material, segun 10 permitan las posibilidades ec6nomicas, sino y 
sobre todo, a la educaci6n que serra, segun el espiritu de la Univer sidad, 
cat61ica ante todo, y trataria de que se diera una educaci6n cat6lica 
militante y esto pese e crfticas que se pudieran hacer de que la uni­
versidad desea mantener un espfritu de tiempos medievales. El discurso 
del P. Rector fue muy bien recibido. 

COL TRIBUCI6N DE LA IGLESIA CAT6LICA EN, LA FERIA IN'l'ER­
NACIONAL. - La Iglesia Cat61ica tiene tambien su parte en la Exp03ici6n 
Internacional que estos dras y POI' espacio de tres meses se esta cele­
brando en Manila. EI Pabe1l6n cat61ico de tres cuerpos de edificio, es 
de una hermosa perspectiva y pOI' sf solo da un aspecto atrayente a la 
Feria, con la esbelta y artfstica tone colocada en la uni6n de los tres 
-edificios. Es muy visitado este pabe1l6n y en el pueden apreciar cuantos 
desean 10 mucho que ha contribuido la Iglesia Cat61ica para la cultura 
y civilizaci6n del pueblo filipino. En el pabe1l6n dedicado a la educi6n 
se distinguen muy bien los partes: la . obra de las escuelas cat61icas antes 
del 1900 y la siguiente a esta fecha. 

El Reverendo P. Juan Ylla rector del Seminar;o Central ha recibido 
la carta siguiente de la Secretaria de Estado de Su Santidad: 
Segreteria di Stato di Sua Santita 
No. 286783 

Very Reverend a nd dear Father R ector, 
Vatican City, Fehruary 9, 1953 

Some t ime ago the Holy Father receh'ed from the Very Reverend Father Skehan, 
O.P., the copy of "The Benavides, 1952" w hich you have wished to forward for His 
acceptance. 

I have pleasure in co nveying to you the expression of the Pontiff's cOl'dial gratitude 
for this presentation. a nd of His appreciation of the sentiments of filial devotion and 
attachment to the Vica r of Christ which prompted it. 

His Holiness in vokes the abid in g blessings of Almi g hty God upon your Seminary 
and upon its praisewOI-thy work. and in pledge thereof He lovingly imparts to you and 
to the Faculty a nd Students His paternal Apostolic Benediction. 

With sentiments of high esteem and cordial regard, I remain. 
Yours sincerely in Christ. 

(Sgd.) J. MONTINI 
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NECROLOGjA 

El Rev. P. Jose Dusemund S.V.D. fallecio en el hospital de Ntra. 
Senora de Lourdes a principios de la segunda mitad de febrero, de 
l'esultas de una operacion quirurgica. Llevaba 30 afios de trabajo en 
Filipinas. Primero ensefio en el seminario de Vigan y despues fue 
rector del mismo seminario. Al terminal' el cargo fue nombrado parroco 
de la iglesia el Espiritu Santo en la calle Tayuman, Manila y luego. 
Superior de distrito de los PP. del Verbo Divino que trabajan en la 
mision de Zambales. u ltimamente estaba ensefiando en el seminario de 
Cristo Rey. Descanse en paz el abnegado P. Dusemund. 

Rectificacion.- La Constitucion Apostolica " Christus Dominus" obl'e 
el ayuno eucaristico que publicamos en el numer0 anterior tom ada del 
Osservatore Romano, ha apal'ecido ya en el Acta Apostolicae Sedis del 
16 de Enero 1953. En esta edicion aparece una pequefi'l modificacion al 
final del numel'o 13 de la Instruccion de la CongrE'gacion del Sto. Oficio. 
Despues de las palabras a ccntinuacion del parentesis que dicen: "ex­
clusis quoque liquoribus", la redaccion nueva dice asi: "Quoad potus 
autem, quos sumere possunt ante vel post dictam refectionem, usque ad 
unam horam ante Missam vel communionem, excluditur omne alcolzoli­
conon genus." 

En la letra b) del No. 10 de la misma Instruccion al fmal de las 
ultimas palabras "ientaculi sumencli gratia" hay "etc." 

Otra breve adicion que hace la nueva Tedaccion es la de afiadir estas 
palabras: "coena facta accepit panem et gratias ageus !1·egit cleclitque 
discipulis suis . .. (en la tercera linea). 

En fin alguna que otra errata de impresion facilmente corregible. 
Hacemos notal' una de la linea 29 de la pagina 70. Donde dice : "itque 
inclultoTum diversitas" debe leerse "utque indultorum diversitas." 

Hacemos notal' que en la pagina 107 del llUmel'O antel'lOr en el apar­
taclo sexto, despues de las palabras de la linea tercera que dice : "Action 
has been intensified" debe afiadirse una linea que comienza otro apartado 
y dice asi: Another mllrk of the Divine Bounty is the celebration" y 
luego como esta impreso. Esa linea faltaba en el ejemplar de que dis­
poniamos para la impresion del mismo discurso. Otras erratas menores 
sabra disimularlas el caritativo lector. 
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